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The Voice of Consumers, Making a Difference!




Creating a Smart Grid

DRA supports modernizing energy infrastructure with cost-effective investments to maintain safe and reliable energy service

CA Implementation Issues 

· Costs potentially greater than benefits 

· Pressure to replace existing equipment with newest technology 

· Double counting benefits from other technologies
Consumer Perspective

· Costs and risks should be shared equally between utilities and ratepayers
· Development should include only proven technologies and innovations
· Under “cost-of-service” regulation, utilities have an inherent incentive to acquire new capital equipment to earn a rate of return.  

· Ratepayer education to use technology 

Suggestions for Federal Action

· Clearly define “Smart Grid”

· Create a task force to identify existing policies and programs to optimize investments before establishing new policies  

· Develop rules for timing and integration of equipment upgrades to ensure market is competitive and mature  


