STATE OF CALIFORNIA                                                                       ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor


�


PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION


505 VAN NESS AVENUE


SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102-3298








TO:		Generating Asset Owners





DATE:		July 23, 2004





SUBJECT:  Release of Generating Availability Data System (GADS) Data to the California Public Utility Commission (CPUC)





On May 7, 2004, the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) adopted Decision No. 04-05-018 “Decision Adopting General Order Implementing and Enforcing Electric Generator General Duty Standards, Maintenance Standards, and CAISO’S Outage Coordination Protocol”.  This decision also includes General Order (GO) 167.  GO 167, Sections 10.0 et seq. requires, among other things, that Generating Asset Owners to submit information to the North American Electric Reliability Council (NERC) and to authorize NERC to release the GADS data to CPUC.  Consistent with GO 167, NERC is collecting GADS data which will be shared with the CPUC.  The Consumer Protection and Safety Division (CPSD) of the CPUC is responsible for implementing GO 167.  The Decision and the GO can be downloaded from the CPUC website at http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/36419.htm.  





Before data can be released to the CPSD, NERC needs your authorization to do so. Several years ago, the NERC Board of Trustees approved a document regarding the release of GADS data. See the attached document: “North American Electric Reliability Council GADS DATA RELEASE GUIDELINES (Updated as of November 15, 2000).” In these Guidelines, it states that, “Unless expressly permitted in the following sections, data by power generator, pool, Region, or specific unit will be provided only with the authorization of the appropriate power generator, pool, or Region. (“Power generators” are any owners or operators of electric generating units owned/operated by investor-owned, independent power project (IPP), municipals, cooperative, federal, state, and every other groups of electric providers.)”  





CPUC, GO 167, Section 10.2. Authorization for Release of Information states, “Upon CPSD’s request a Generating Asset Owner shall authorize other persons or entities to release and provide directly to CPSD any information in the possession of that person or entity regarding the operation or maintenance of that Generating Asset Owner’s Generating Asset . . . “.  Section 10.3.2. Submission of Information to NERC states, “Except for Generating Assets for which NERC does not accept data, each Generating Asset Owner shall submit generator design, performance, and event data to NERC for inclusion in GADS.”  In addition, sections 10.2 and 15.4 of the GO address confidentiality of the data.   





NERC and CPSD request that each Generating Asset Owner send generator design, event and performance data within 30 days after the end of each quarter of the calendar year.  NERC will edit and correct the year-to-date event and performance data within 10 days of receiving it.  NERC will then return a copy of the error-free data to the reporters and to CPSD.  NERC intends to schedule workshops later this year to discuss the GADS data requirements.  Please contact NERC for more information regarding the workshops.





Further, CPSD and NERC request that you sign the attached release form so that NERC can release your data to the CPSD.  Please mail the original completed release form to NERC, Attention: Mr. G. Mike Curley, Manager - GADS Services, North American Electric Reliability Council, 116-390 Village Boulevard, Princeton, NJ 08540 and mail a copy of the release form to:  California Public Utilities Commission, Consumer Protection and Safety Division, Electric Generation Performance Branch, Subject:  Release of GADS Data to the CPUC, 505 Van Ness Avenue, 2nd Floor, San Francisco, CA   94105.  The release form is attached to this letter.  Please submit the release form to NERC and a copy to the CPUC within 10 business days from the date of this letter.





If you have any questions regarding NERC GADS, please contact Mr. G. Michael Curley at (801) 756-0972 or by email at mcurley@nerc.com.  If you have any questions regarding GO 167, please leave a message on the CPSD Power Plant hotline on (415) 355-5503.





Regards,














Richard Clark, Director


Consumer Protection and Safety Division


California Public Utilities Commission
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AUTHORIZATION TO RELEASE DATA





Pursuant to California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), General Order 167, Sections 10.2 and 10.3.2, the entity identified below authorizes the North America Electric Reliability Council (NERC) to release Generating Availability Data System (GADS) data to the CPUC for the generating assets listed below.














Name and Title of Authorized Representative











Name of Company











Signature of Authorized Representative











Date











Names of Generating Asset(s)











