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COMMENTS OF THE CONSUMER PROTECTION AND 

SAFETY DIVISION REGARDING THE REPORT ON BEHALF OF CERTAIN GENERATION OWNERS IN CALIFORNIA REGARDING THE CPUC COMMON FORMAT FOR THERMAL POWER PLANT LOGBOOKS

Pursuant to Administrative Law Judge Burton W. Mattson’s Ruling of May 12, 2005, the Consumer Protection and Safety Division, Electric Generation Performance Branch (“EGPB”), offers the following comments regarding the common logbook format issue.  

Over the course of the past few months, EGPB met with representatives of the Western Power Trading Forum (“WPTF”) to discuss the branch’s position.  EGPB has also reviewed the “Report on Behalf of Certain Generation Owners in California, Regarding the CPUC Common Format for Thermal Power Plant Logbooks,” (“WPTF Report”) submitted on May 5, 2005. 

The branch believes that logbooks must be:

· Legible,
· Searchable electronically, and


· Secure, in the sense that any changes to entries are documented.

Generating Assets Owners (GAOs) can meet these requirements by using a computer database to enter and store plant logs.  

The EGPB’s proposal would greatly assist staff by allowing it to request data in the format it desires and to search the database for needed information, without putting an undue burden on generators.
· The EGPB Proposed Format is not unduly restrictive, as it allows (GAOs) to use any database program, as long as it tracks changes made to that database.  
· Use of a database, which requires entries to be made using ASCII or another standard alphanumeric code, will assure that logbooks are legible, electronically searchable and, for the most part, free from undocumented changes.  
· Finally, database programs can be programmed to print out (or to store on compact disc or tape) data in any format that EGPB staff may require. 

Therefore, there is no need for the Commission to adopt a common format as such; rather the focus should be on the methods GAOs use to enter and store logbook data. 

To assure that no undocumented changes are made to logbooks, EGBP recommends that the GAO be required to keep a record of employees who act as database administrators at each plant and the time period they were the administrator.  This will ensure that in the event of any discrepancies or undocumented changes, CPSD investigators will be able to follow up with the responsible database administrator.  
EGPB acknowledges the argument of some generators, who state that the adoption of electronic logbooks is not justified where plants are operated only a few hours per year, or where plants are not expected to run much longer.  (The cost of the systems does not appear to be a major issue in this argument, rather, companies expect that some of the employees will be reluctant to learn and use the new systems.)  
EGPB responds that these arguments are not convincing where plants are expected to operate for some years into the future.  Plants that operate only a few hours per year are likely to operate during peak periods, when their power is particularly crucial.  In addition, GAOs have sufficient management authority to make necessary changes.  Therefore, we do not think the common logbook format will unduly burden these plants. 
However, to avoid burdening power plants that will soon be retired, and to give GAOs ample time to meet the new requirements for other plants, EGPB recommends that the Commission grant GAOs a three-year period to phase in electronic database systems for logbooks, starting with the effective date of a Commission decision on this matter.  
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