Date: 
August 2, 2007
To: 
Generating Asset Owners (GAOs)
From: 
Consumer Protection and Safety Division (CPSD)

Subject: 
Request For Historical GADS Data (1998-2004) 
The purpose of this letter is to request generating facility availability data for the period of January 1, 1998 through October 31, 2004.  We hope to fill the existing gap in the NERC database for these years, which will allow us to assess plant performance and reliability over time. We will hold a conference call on Thursday, August 16, 2007 at 10 a.m., to help GAOs respond to this data request.  Mike Curley from NERC GADS will also attend the conference call.
Our request applies to generating facilities, 50 megawatts and greater, and excludes hydroelectric and nuclear facilities. We request the following:

1. A complete set of GADS data for the period January 1998 through October 2004.  
Please refer to Appendix A  for Event and Performance Data Reporting Elements.  Please reference the design data elements located in Appendices E1-E8, on the NERC GADS website:   http://www.nerc.com/~filez/dri.html .
Or:
2. Please describe any design, event or performance data that your company possesses or can access, in particular:
A. Design data for each unit (as of January 1, 1998) with updates for major changes in the unit.

B. Event data for each unit (data that describes the time and nature of changes in the unit’s availability).

C. Performance data, either that required by GADs, or independently calculated indices or measures such as:  availability, equivalent availability, capacity factors, successful and unsuccessful starts, forced outage hours, equivalent forced outage hours, planned outage hours, equivalent planned outage hours, or EFORd.

For A, B, and C, if your data lacks standard GADs fields or codes, please convert to standard GADs fields and codes before submitting to NERC.  Also, please describe any periods for which data is missing. 

GAOs should send GADS data (Item 1) to NERC by December 1, 2007 at:

Mr. G. Michael Curley, Manager

GADS Services

North American Electric Reliability Council 

116-390 Village Boulevard

Princeton, NJ 08540

GAOs should submit written descriptions of data availability and inventories (Item 2) to CPSD by November 30, 2007 at:

GADS Coordinator

Electric Generation Performance Branch

California Public Utilities Commission

Consumer Protection and Safety Division

505 Van Ness Avenue

San Francisco, CA 94102

We greatly appreciate your continued cooperation with this program.  We will email the conference call agenda and participation instructions well in advance of the call.  If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact Lana Tran at (415) 703-5327, ltt@cpuc.ca.gov. 
Sincerely,

//
Richard Clark, Director

Consumer Protection and Safety Division

cc: Michael Curley/NERC
GADS Data Elements

Event Record Elements

1. Record Code 

2. Utility Code 
3. Unit Code

4. Year 

5. Event Number 

6. Report Revision Code 

7. Start of Event 

8. End of Event 
9. Gross Available Capacity (required for derates)

10. Net Available Capacity (required for derates)

11. Dominant Derating Code (optional)

12. System/Component Cause Code 

13. Time Work Started (optional)

14. Time Work Ended (optional)

15. Event Contribution Code 

16. Primary Alert (optional)

17. Man-hours Worked  (optional)

18. Verbal Description (optional)

Performance Record Elements

1. Record Code
2. Utility Code 

3. Unit Code 

4. Year 

5. Report Period  
6. Report Revision Code 

7. Gross Maximum Capacity

8. Gross Dependable Capacity

9. Gross Actual Generation

10. Net Maximum Capacity

11. Net Dependable Capacity

12. Net Actual Generation

13. Typical Unit Loading 

14. Attempted Unit Starts 

15. Actual Unit Starts Verbal Description (required if Typical Unit Loading is 6 only)

16. Unit Service Hours 

17. Reserve Shutdown Hours 

18. Pumping Hours Synchronous Condensing Hours 

19. Available Hours 
20. Planned Outage Hours 
21. Forced Outage Hours 
22. Maintenance Outage Hours 
23. Extension of Scheduled Outages 
24. Unavailable Hours 

25. Fuel Code 
26. Quantity Burned (optional)

27. Average Heat Content (optional)

28. Percent Ash (optional)

29. Percent Moisture (optional)

30. Percent Sulfur (optional)

31. Percent Alkalines (optional)

32. Grindability index/% Vanadium (optional)
