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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

505 VAN NESS AVENUE

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94102-3298

November 2, 2005

TO:
Generating Asset Owners and Participants in R.02-11-039, Enforcement of Maintenance and Operation Standards for Electric Generating Facilities (General Order (GO) 167); Richard Clark, Director, Consumer Protection and Safety Division (CPSD)

RE:
Mediation to Avoid Conflicts in Implementation & Enforcement of General Order (GO) 167

The Commission’s decision in Decision (D.) 05-08-038 discusses the possible use of alternative dispute resolution processes to assist in the implementation and enforcement of the maintenance and operation standards program, as set forth in General Order (GO) 167.  The decision instructs me to offer a mediator to those parties and generators who wish to meet and discuss with Commission staff “ways to mitigate what might otherwise become future conflicts in implementation and enforcement, and thereby identify and suggest “incremental improvements in the program to increase benefits and reduce costs.”  D.05-08-038, at p. 31.

On October 6, I provided you with a list of Administrative Law Judges (ALJs) who I was considering to appoint as the mediator.  I asked whether the parties, generators, or staff had a good cause reason for not considering a particular ALJ.  No negative comments were made concerning any of the ALJs under consideration. 

I am, therefore, pleased to announce that I am offering Judge Jean Vieth as the mediator concerning these GO 167 implementation and enforcement issues.  She has the breadth of knowledge and dispute resolution skills that will enable her to undertake this challenging assignment.

Judge Vieth has prepared the enclosed memorandum requesting certain information to enable her to commence this mediation.  If you intend to participate in this mediation, you must submit this information to Judge Vieth no later than November 18, 2005.
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The Commission hopes that this effort will help us learn how mediation and other processes may be used constructively in a regulatory program.  I extend my thanks and best wishes to all the parties who will participate in this process.  Please let me know if I may be of assistance.

Sincerely,

/s/  ANGELA K. MINKIN
Angela K. Minkin

Chief Administrative Law Judge
ANG:tcg
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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

505 VAN NESS AVENUE

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94102-3298

November 2, 2005

TO:
Generating Asset Owners and Participants in R.02-11-039, Enforcement of Maintenance and Operation Standards for Electric Generating Facilities (General Order (GO) 167); Richard Clark, Director, Consumer Protection and Safety Division (CPSD)

FROM:
ALJ Jean Vieth, Mediator

RE:
Commencing Mediation

I’m very pleased to have been appointed by Chief Judge Minkin as the mediator of implementation and enforcement issues under GO 167.  I look forward to working with you with a shared goal of improving this regulatory program for all involved.

To commence this mediation, I need to determine who wishes to be involved and what issues should be discussed.  I have designed the remainder of this memo so that you may fill in the blanks and return the document to me, either by e-mail or regular mail.  Please do not file this form with the Commission’s Docket Office.  Also, you do not need to serve or send it to anyone else.  Please return this form so that it reaches me by November 18, 2005.  You may send the completed form by e-mail to me at xjv@cpuc.ca.gov or by regular mail at ALJ Division, CPUC, 505 Van Ness Ave., San Francisco, CA  94102.

I will review all submitted forms to determine who desires to be involved in the mediation and what issues or problems are of interest to participants.  I will then notify those persons who desire to be involved in the mediation as to how we will then proceed.  If you plan to participate in mediation, you will receive directions from me no later than November 30, 2005.

Thank you for your assistance.

XJV:tcg

INTENT TO PARTICIPATE IN MEDIATION
GENERAL ORDER 167
Please return this form by November 18, 2005.  You may send the completed form by e‑mail to ALJ Vieth at xjv@cpuc.ca.gov or by regular mail c/o ALJ Division, CPUC, 505 Van Ness Ave., San Francisco, CA 94102.  Please use additional pages as necessary.

	Question
	Please insert your answer below

	1-What is the name of the person or entity that desires to participate in mediation?
	

	2-Please provide the name, title, mail address, e-mail address, telephone number, and fax number for the PRIMARY person to be involved in the mediation.
	

	3-Please provide the name, title, mail address, e-mail address, telephone number, and fax number for the ALTERNATE person to be involved in the mediation.
	

	4-Please list any GO 167 implementation or enforcement issues that you would like to discuss with the Commission’s Consumer Protection and Safety Division (the division responsible for GO 167) and/or with other parties and generators
	

	5-After I have received and reviewed your answers to these questions (and the answers submitted by others), would you prefer that I:

(a) proceed to call a meeting of those persons interested in mediation;

(b) prepare and circulate, in advance of the first meeting, a proposed list of issues to be discussed; or 

(c) do something else?
	


Thank you for your assistance.
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