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Responses to Comment Set A1 
Maricopa County Parks and Recreation Department 
A1-1 The Maricopa County Regional Trail System Plan website was reviewed as suggested. Based 

on the map and other information provided on the website, it appears that the Proposed Project 
would be located entirely west of the Maricopa Trail System. The easternmost end of the 
DPV2 project (including alternatives) would be at the Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station, 
which is located along Wintersburg Road south of Interstate 10. The Buckeye Hills Recreation 
Area and the White Tank Mountains Regional Park, the westernmost parks included in the 
Maricopa Trail are both located more than 15 miles east of the Proposed Project at this 
endpoint and would not be affected by project construction or operation. Regardless, Maricopa 
County and its Parks and Recreation Department have been included on the mailing list for 
this project, since the NEPA/CEQA process started in October 2005. 
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Responses to Comment Set A2 
Riverside County Flood Control and Water Conservation District 
A2-1 The Riverside County Flood Control and Water Conservation District’s Master Drainage Plan 

(MDP) maps, specifically for Garnet Wash, Banning, and Beaumont, have been viewed 
online at the District’s website: 

http://www.floodcontrol.co.riverside.ca.us/districtsite/default.asp 

Tables D.12-1 and D.12-2 in Section D.12.3 of this EIR/EIS list all surface water crossings 
in the Devers-Harquahala and West of Devers segments of the Proposed Project. As stated 
in the EIR/EIS, Impact H-6 (Encroachment into a floodplain or watercourse by permanent 
aboveground project features resulting in flooding, flood diversions, or erosion) was found 
to be potentially significant (Class II) within the District’s jurisdiction. Although the project 
description (i.e., Applicant Proposed Measure [APM] W-2) states that watercourses would 
be avoided where possible, the EIR/EIS includes additional mitigation (Mitigation Measure 
H-6a, Design diversion dikes to avoid damage to adjacent property) in Section D.12.7 to 
reduce this impact to a less than significant level. Therefore, in addition to the implementa-
tion of the APMs and proposed mitigation measures, and because the transmission lines would 
be overhead and could span any major watercourses and drainage outlets included in the 
District’s MDPs, impacts to existing and proposed MDP facilities in the project area have 
been considered and were found to be less than significant. As stated in Response A2-2, the 
requirement for an encroachment permit for any work that involves Riverside County Flood 
Control and Water Conservation District rights-of-way, easements, or facilities has been 
noted and is referred to SCE for compliance prior to construction. 

A2-2 The requirement for an encroachment permit for any work that involves Riverside County 
Flood Control and Water Conservation District rights-of-way, easements, or facilities has been 
noted. Table A-4 (Permits or Other Actions Required Prior to Construction of the DPV2 in 
Arizona and California) in Section A.3.5 of this EIR/EIS notes that Riverside County roads and 
highways, as well as flood control/drainage channels would require a Road/Highway 
Encroachment/Crossing Permit or a Flood Control/Drainage Channel Encroachment/Cross-
ing Permit, respectively. This comment is referred to SCE for compliance with the District’s 
permitting requirements. 
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Responses to Comment Set A3 
Flood Control District of Maricopa County 
A3-1 The requirement for District approval for any work that involves Maricopa County Flood 

Control District rights-of-way or flood retarding structures (FRS) has been noted and is referred 
to SCE for compliance. Table A-4 (Permits or Other Actions Required Prior to Construction 
of the DPV2 in Arizona and California) in Section A.3.5 of the Draft EIR/EIS notes that Mari-
copa County roads and highways, as well as flood control/drainage channels would require 
a Road/Highway Encroachment/Crossing Permit or a Flood Control/Drainage Channel Encroach-
ment/Crossing Permit, respectively. This comment is referred to SCE for compliance with 
the District’s permitting requirements. 

A3-2 Draft EIR/EIS Appendix 10, which is included in Volume 3 of this EIR/EIS, contains aerial 
strip maps of the proposed Devers-Harquahala route in Arizona (Sheets 1 though 17 of 39) 
at a 1:2,500-foot scale. The figures depict both the existing DPV1 and proposed DPV2 routes 
including tower locations, as well as existing and proposed access roads. These maps are 
considered to be at a sufficient scale and detail to give an accurate and detailed representa-
tion of the route and tower locations through Arizona. However, more detailed maps (1:500) 
were created for EIR/EIS field studies and can be made available to the District upon request. 
Please refer to Response A3-1 for a discussion of right-of-way approvals. 

The Centennial Levee is located in western Maricopa County, south of Interstate 10 and west 
of Salome Highway at latitude N33°31'10.0" and longitude W113°15'37.9" (Flood Control 
District of Maricopa County at http://156.42.96.39/alert/Flow/5123.htm). Draft EIR/EIS 
Appendix 10 Sheets 1 through 4 depict the area of the proposed DPV2 line that would be 
west of Salome Highway. The proposed 500 kV transmission line would be overhead and 
would have an average tower-to-tower spacing (span length) of approximately 1,550 feet. There-
fore, it could span all watercourses, washes, and/or flood control channels and levees, includ-
ing all components of the Centennial Levee, and so impacts to floodplains and flood control 
facilities would be less than significant (see Hydrology and Water Quality, Section D.12 of 
the Draft EIR/EIS, for a discussion of Applicant Proposed Measures, impacts, and proposed 
mitigation measures). 

A3-3 Please refer to Response A3-1. This comment is referred to SCE for compliance with the 
District’s and the NRCS permitting requirements. 
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Responses to Comment Set A4 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Colorado River Basin Region 
A4-1 The requirement for California Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) permits, 

certification, and/or mitigation has been noted. This comment is referred to SCE for com-
pliance with the RWQCB’s and State Water Board permitting requirements. Table A-4 
(Permits or Other Actions Required Prior to Construction of the DPV2 in Arizona and Cali-
fornia) in Section A.3.5 of this EIR/EIS notes that the RWQCB will have permitting 
authority for a portion of the Proposed Project under the Clean Water Act and Storm Water 
Pollution Prevention Plans may be necessary within individual cities’ jurisdictions. In addi-
tion, the text in Table A-4 has been modified as follows to include additional permits that 
may be needed during construction activities and for discharge: 

 

Table A-4.  Permits or Other Actions Required Prior to Construction of the DPV2 in Arizona 
and California 

Agency Jurisdiction Permit 
Regional Water Quality 
Control Board, Region 
4 (LA County) 

Clean Water Act, 
Section 401 

• 401 Certification 
• Storm Water Construction General Permit 99-08-DWD 
• National Pollutant Discharge and Elimination System 

(NPDES) Permit 
• Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) 
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Responses to Comment Set A5 
Coachella Valley Water District 
A5-1 The requirement for District approval and utility clearances for any work that involves Bureau 

of Reclamation and Coachella Valley Water District facilities has been noted. Table A-4 
(Permits or Other Actions Required Prior to Construction of the DPV2 in Arizona and Cali-
fornia) in Section A.3.5 of the Draft EIR/EIS notes that construction on or in land adminis-
tered by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation would require a Right-of-Way Grant (e.g., crossing 
CAP Canal) and Utility Clearance and Encroachment Permits must be received from the District. 
This comment is referred to SCE for compliance with the District’s permitting requirements. 

A5-2 Table F-1 in Section F.2.1 has been updated as follows to include the Thousand Palms Flood 
Control Project as a project included in the cumulative scenario: 

 

Table F-1.  DPV2 Cumulative Project List  

Project Type Location Status 
Map 
No. 

TRAVEL CENTER: Proposed travel 
center and retail development (City of 
Cathedral City) 

Commercial Approximately 0.7 miles 
south of proposed route 
in the City of Cathedral 
City. Located north of 
I-10 and west of Date 
Palm Dr. 

Involved in preliminary 
discussions; application
has not been filed 
(10/05/05). 

31 

WHITEWATER RIVER BASIN 
THOUSAND PALMS FLOOD 
CONTROL PROJECT: Flood control 
project by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers to provide regional flood 
control to a portion of Thousand 
Palms 

Industrial The portion of DPV2 
that lies north of 
Avenue 30 between 
Rio Del Sol and Via Las 
Palmas in Thousand 
Palms 

In design phase 
(6/13/06) 

N/A 

The proposed transmission line would be constructed in SCE’s existing right-of-way/easement 
through this area of the project and thus should not conflict with the Whitewater River Basin 
Thousand Palms Flood Control Project. In addition, the proposed transmission line would 
be overhead and could span all watercourses, washes, and/or flood control channels, including 
all components of the Thousand Palms Flood Control Project. Implementation of the Applicant 
Proposed Measures [APM] (e.g., APM W-2, which states that watercourses would be avoided 
where possible) and mitigation measures included in Section D.12 of this EIR/EIS, would 
reduce impacts to floodplains, as well as existing and proposed flood control facilities in the 
project area, to less than significant levels. 

 

 
 


	A1
	A2
	A3
	A4
	A5

