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ARLTEOOPT MKt Attachment 3 ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

505 VAN NESS AVENUE
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94102-3298

August 18, 2008

Mr. David Kates

The Nevada Hydro Company, Inc.
2416 Cades Way

Vista, California 92083

Re: Application Completeness Review — Talega-Escondido/Valley-Serrano 500 kV Interconnect
Project Proponent’s Environmental Assessment (July 2008 version) -- Application No. A.07-
10-005

Dear Mr. Kates:

The California Public Utilities Commission’s (CPUC) Energy Division has conducted its completeness
review of The Nevada Hydro Company’s (TNHC) Talega-Escondido/Valley Serrano 500 kV Interconnect
Project (TE/VS) Application for Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) (A.07-10-005) and the
Proponent’s Environmental Assessment (PEA) version dated July 22, 2008. The July 22, 2008 version of
the PEA was filed with the CPUC to address a CPUC March 6, 2008 completeness review letter.

The Energy Division evaluates the completeness of a PEA to ensure that sufficient information has been
provided by the Project Proponent for the CPUC to initiate its environmental analysis of the project, as
required by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The Energy Division has 30 days in
which to assess the completeness of the Project Proponent’s application.

Based on our review of TNHC’s Application and the July 2008 version of the PEA, the Energy Division
concludes that the PEA for the Proposed Project remains incomplete at this time. Your most recent
submittal addresses many of our previous review comments noted in our review letter dated March 6,
2008. However, there are some areas that require additional information.

A major deficiency of the PEA is that the Project Description lacks sufficient detail to allow a clear and
comprehensive understanding all aspects of the Proposed Project. CEQA Guidelines §15124 states that
“an accurate, stable, finite project description is an essential element of an informative and legally
sufficient EIR under CEQA.” The Project Description is the basis for subsequent analysis of all aspects
of the project. As such, it must be both robust and accurate, and include all available information that an
interested party would need to comprehend the nature and magnitude of the Proposed Project. If
important aspects of a project cannot be described or are missing, or if the project is still evolving and not
stable, it would be premature to initiate the environmental review process.

Project Description information that is insufficient, vague, confusing, or missing will result in the need
for CPUC to make data requests of the Project Proponent and await responses to those requests. This will
delay the environmental review process. Also, changes to or extensive clarifications of the Project
Description at a later date may jeopardize the validity or utility of analyses conducted to that point.
Redefining the project would require an amendment of the original application and necessitate re-
initiating the environmental review.



A.07-10-005 VSK/hkr - Attachment 3

The Project Description must encompass the entire project, including project elements that may be
constructed by others or that are remote from the main project but necessary for it to operate as intended.
It must allow a minimally informed reader to grasp the nature of the Proposed Project and all of its
aspects that may have an environmental effect.

Attachment 1 to this letter elaborates on the areas deemed incomplete and identifies information required
to conduct our environmental analysis for the Proposed Project.

The CPUC wishes to avoid unnecessary reproduction of materials. To that end, the previously submitted July
2008 PEA does not need to be reprinted in its entirety when it is revised and amended. A supplement to the
July 2008 PEA may be submitted. However, because it requires extensive revision, please provide an entire
replacement for Chapter 3 Project Description. For other Chapters or Sections that you may amend, it will be
sufficient to provide a supplement document identified as such. It should be organized by Chapter, and should
indicate the text (referencing original pages and paragraphs), tables, and figures of the July 2008 PEA that are
being supplemented or amended. For text changes, please indicated additions and deletions. For figure
revisions, it is recommended that you substitute a revised figure for the original. If, in your opinion, changes
are of sufficient magnitude to warrant it, you should provide replacement Chapters or Sections as needed.

One set of responses to this letter and attachment should be provided to the Energy Division and one to our
consultant, Aspen Environmental Group, in both hardcopy and electronic format. The responses need to be
docketed at CPUC by the applicant as well, thereby establishing that they have been delivered and made
part of the project record.

Upon receipt of the information requested, we will review it within 30 days and determine if it is adequate
to accept the PEA and application as complete. We are available to meet with you to discuss the matters in this
letter. You are urged to arrange such a meeting to discuss any aspects of this letter that you feel require
clarification or elaboration.

At any point in the review process, the CPUC reserves the right to ask for additional information in the form
of data requests. Any questions on the completeness review should be directed to me at (415) 703-2068.

Sincerely,

Billie C. Blanchard, AICP

PURA V

Project Manager for TE/VS Interconnect
Energy Division CEQA Unit

cc: Ken Lewis, Acting CPUC Energy Division Director
Victoria S. Kolakowski, Administrative Law Judge
Chloe Lukin, CEQA Unit Supervisor
Nicholas Sher, CPUC Legal Division
Fritts Golden, Aspen Project Manager
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