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CHAPTER 4 – ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

4.9 LAND USE AND PLANNING 

Would the project: 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less-Than-
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less-Than-
Significant 

Impact 

No 

Impact 

a) Physically divide an established 
community?     

b) Conflict with any applicable land 
use plan, policy, or regulation of an 
agency with jurisdiction over the 
project (including, but not limited to 
the general plan, specific plan, local 
coastal program, or zoning 
ordinance) adopted for the purpose of 
avoiding or mitigating an 
environmental effect? 

    

c) Conflict with any applicable 
habitat conservation plan or natural 
community conservation plan? 

    

 

4.9.0 Introduction 

This chapter describes existing land uses in the vicinity of the Sierra Pacific Power Company 
(SPPCo) 625 and 650 Line Upgrade Project (project) and analyzes potential land use impacts 
that may result from construction and operation of the project. Construction of the project will 
not result in any significant impacts to existing or proposed land uses, nor will the project 
physically divide an established community. With SPPCo’s ongoing coordination efforts with 
the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency (TRPA) and local agencies, the project will be compatible 
with all applicable land use plans and policies adopted by local governments. Therefore, there 
will be no impacts to land use and planning as a result of the construction, operation, or 
maintenance of the proposed facilities. 

4.9.1 Methodology 

The land use analysis involved a review of various city, county, and regional land use plans, 
policies, and regulations. Land use and policy information from the Placer County, TRPA, and 
Town of Truckee official websites was reviewed. Personal communication with local agency 
representatives and site visits to the project area confirmed existing land uses and jurisdictions. 
The land use analysis also included a review of applicable general plan and zoning maps 
covering the project area. Land use-related Geographic Information System (GIS) data was 
obtained from the Placer County Planning Department and TRPA, and was used to verify 
jurisdictional information collected. A review of United States (U.S.) Forest Service (USFS) 
plans was performed to confirm jurisdictional boundaries and identify applicable management 
practices and standards.  
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4.9.2 Existing Conditions 

Regulatory Background 

Pursuant to Article XII, Section 8, of the California Constitution, the California Public Utilities 
Commission (CPUC) has exclusive jurisdiction, in relation to local government, to regulate the 
design, siting, installation, operation, maintenance, and repair of electric transmission facilities. 
Other state agencies have concurrent jurisdiction with the CPUC. Although local governments 
do not have the power to regulate such activities, the CPUC encourages, and SPPCo participates 
in, cooperative discussions with affected local governments to address their concerns where 
feasible. As part of the environmental review process, SPPCo has considered relevant regional 
and county land use plans, policies, and issues, and has prepared this evaluation of the project’s 
potential impacts to land use and planning. Applicable policies and a discussion of the project’s 
consistency with those policies are contained in Attachment 4.9-A: Policies Consistency 
Analysis. 

The project’s 650 Line traverses approximately 1.4 miles of the Martis Creek Lake National 
Recreation Area. In addition, a construction staging area is proposed within the Martis Creek 
Lake National Recreation Area (see Figure 4.14-1: Recreational Areas Map). This recreation 
area is managed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), and the project will be subject 
USACE permitting requirements for work within jurisdictional waters of the U.S in this area. 
There are no policy documents or management manuals for the Martis Creek Lake National 
Recreation Area. 

Portions of the 650 Line and the majority of the 625 Line are located on lands managed by the 
USFS within the Tahoe National Forest and in the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit. Those 
portions of the project are subject to the management standards and guidelines contained in the 
Forest Plans for both the Tahoe National Forest and Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit. These 
plans offer forest-wide standards, guidelines, and management practices for the management of 
forest ecology and recreational amenities within their jurisdictions. The plans also provide 
guidelines for the implementation and restoration of projects within the forest boundaries. The 
project will require a Special Use Authorization from the USFS for work on forest lands within 
the Tahoe National Forest and the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit, and a Timber Sale 
Agreement for the removal of merchantable timber on forest lands, as described further in 
Chapter 3 – Project Description.  

The project is also subject to the land use regulations and development requirements of the 
TRPA. In the 1960s, the governors and lawmakers in California and Nevada approved a bi-state 
compact that created a regional planning agency to oversee development in Lake Tahoe. In 1969, 
the U.S. Congress ratified the agreement and created the TRPA. The TRPA land use regulations 
are contained in the agency’s Regional Plan, which is divided into Plan Area Statements (PAS) 
for their applicable community areas, as shown on Figure 4.9-1: TRPA Community Plan Areas 
Map. PAS supplement and elaborate on the Placer County General Plan for the area they cover. 
The project is subject to the following PAS: 

 001A – Tahoe City Community Plan  
 001B – Tahoe City Industrial
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 003 – Lower Truckee River 
 004 – Burton Creek  
 013 – Watson Creek 
 015 – North Star 
 019 – Martis Peak 
 025 – Kingswood East 
 026 – Kings Beach Industrial Area Community Plan 
 174 – 64-Acre Tract 

 
The TRPA does not have traditional zoning designations for parcels located within its 
jurisdiction. Instead, each PAS designates a Land Use Classification (general plan designation) 
and a list of Permissible Uses (zoning). These are described further in the following sections. 

Existing Land Uses and Land Use Designations 

This section summarizes the existing land uses, designated land uses, and zoning designations 
crossed and adjacent to the project, and includes a detailed account of the same in Table 4.9-1: 
Existing and Designated Land Uses. Figure 4.9-2: Land Use Jurisdiction Overview Map depicts 
the jurisdictional land use boundaries of the Town of Truckee, Placer County, and TRPA. Maps 
detailing the land use designations for these jurisdictions are provided in Figure 4.9-3: TRPA 
Land Use Designations Map, Figure 4.9-4: Placer County Land Use Designations Map, and 
Figure 4.9-5: Truckee Land Use Designations Map. 

Existing 625 Line 

Existing Land Use 

The existing 625 Line is located entirely within the unincorporated area of northeastern Placer 
County and generally follows an existing, partially-paved road (Mount Watson Road, otherwise 
known as the Fiberboard Highway) that is utilized for recreational and forestry-related activities. 
As depicted in Figure 4.14-1: Recreational Areas Map, approximately 13.4 miles of the 
approximately 15.3-mile-long transmission line is located on land managed by the USFS. The 
remaining portion of the line is located on privately owned land. 

The existing 625 Line originates at the Kings Beach Switching Station at milepost (MP) 0.0, 
which is located within the Kings Beach Diesel Generation Station, and situated north of the 
intersection of Deer Avenue and Speckled Avenue in Kings Beach. The area surrounding the 
Kings Beach Switching Station is heavily forested and contains hiking, camping, and general 
recreation facilities. As the line leaves the station, it heads in a northerly direction, until 
approximate MP 1.3. Along this section, there are 54 single-family homes located approximately 
30 feet west of the line, and forested USFS land to the east. At approximate MP 1.3, the line 
turns west for 2.5 miles and spans State Route (SR) 267 at approximate MP 3.8. This portion of 
the line is located within heavily forested areas of the USFS Lake Tahoe Basin Management 
Unit and the Tahoe National Forest. The area is undeveloped, except for dirt access roads and 
recreational trails. Table 4.9-2: Residences within 1,000 Feet provides a list of the residences 
near the project components. 
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From the intersection with SR 267, the existing 625 Line heads southwest and continues across 
Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit and Tahoe National Forest lands for 6.2 miles. The nearest 
development is the Northstar-at-Tahoe Resort, which is approximately 0.55 mile north of the 
existing 625 Line, between approximate MP 7.0 and MP 9.0. The line then heads south for 
approximately 3.2 miles, turns east for approximately 0.5 mile, and runs adjacent to the southern 
border of Burton Creek State Park from approximate MP 13.1 to MP 13.6. From this location, 
the 625 Line turns to the south and continues through the Tahoe National Forest between 
approximate MP 13.7 and MP 15. This entire portion of the existing 625 Line travels through 
heavily forested USFS land that is undeveloped, except for dirt roads and recreational trails.  

After spanning California SR 89 and the Truckee River at approximate MP 15.1, the line turns in 
a northeasterly direction and parallels the Truckee River until terminating at the Tahoe City 
Substation at approximate MP 15.3. This portion of the line is bordered by the Truckee River to 
the north and the USFS-owned 64-Acres Parkwhich is comprised of recreational trails, 
restrooms, picnic areas, public restrooms, and parkingto the south. The existing 625 Line 
terminates at the Tahoe City Substation located on the west side of SR 89, across from the 
Truckee River Outlet (Fanny Bridge). The area surrounding the transmission line and the Tahoe 
City Substation is commercially developed with restaurants and tourism-related uses. 

Land Use Designations 

As shown in Table 4.9-1: Existing and Designated Land Uses, the majority (approximately 80 
percent) of the existing 625 Line is located within the regulatory jurisdiction of the TRPA, due to 
its location within the Lake Tahoe Basin. Placer County regulates the land use of the remaining 
20 percent of the line.  

The applicable TRPA PAS classify the majority of the land crossed by the existing 625 Line as 
either Recreation or Conservation. Approximately 0.2 mile of the existing 625 Line (approximate 
MP 15.1 to MP 15.3) near the Tahoe City Substation is classified as Commercial/Public Service. 
All TRPA PAS classifications allow electric transmission lines and receiving facilities under the 
provisions for a Special Use.  

There are two segments of the existing 625 Line—where the line spans SR 267 (approximate MP 
2.8 to MP 4.2) and just west of the Watson Creek Plan Area (approximate MP 8.5 to MP 10.0)—
where land use is dictated by Placer County. The Placer County General Plan has designated the 
land use within these segments as Forest 40-640 Acre Minimum (in that the minimum lot size is 
40-640 acres) and Open Space along SR 267. The Forest 40-640 designation is applied to 
mountainous areas where the primary land uses relate to the growing and harvesting of timber 
and other forest products. The Open Space designation along SR 267 is meant to preserve the 
scenic viewshed from significant development. These segments are zoned Forestry (FOR), 
Timberland Production (TPZ), and Open Space (O). The allowed uses in the FOR, TPZ, and O 
zoning districts include growing and harvesting of timber and other forest products, agriculture 
and grazing, as well as public and commercial recreational uses. Transmission lines are listed as 
an allowed use in the FOR, TPZ, and O zoning districts. 
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New 625 Line 

The new 625 Line will generally follow the path of the existing 625 Line; however, the 
alignment will more closely parallel Mount Watson Road to facilitate better access to the 
transmission line for operation and maintenance activities. The majority of the alignment 
traverses forested lands within unincorporated Placer County or areas managed by the USFS for 
timber production and recreational uses. Because the new 625 Line will follow a similar 
alignment as the existing 625 Line, the same types of existing land uses are encountered (forest, 
conservation, recreation). Single-family residences are encountered by the new 625 Line in the 
same locations as the existing 625 Line (near the beginning and end of the lines where they run 
coincident). 

The new 625 Line departs in course from the existing 625 Line primarily between approximate 
MP 3.6 and MP 13.5. However, in this section the new alignment is within 1,000 feet of the 
existing alignment. The existing land uses in this area are the same for both the new and the 
existing 625 lines. The new alignment for the 625 Line will not cross any new TRPA Plan Areas, 
general plan designations, or zoning districts that are not already crossed by the existing 625 
Line alignment and discussed in the previous section. Table 4.9-1: Existing and Designated Land 
Uses provides the existing and general plan-designated land uses for the project. 

650 Line 

Existing Land Use 

The portion of the 650 Line to be upgraded begins at MP 0.0, which is located approximately 
2,000 feet from Bob Haslem Court in the Martis Creek Lake National Recreation Area. The line 
continues for approximately 1.4 miles, crossing SR 267 at approximate MP 1.4. The line turns 
east and parallels SR 267 for approximately 0.5 mile, entering the Tahoe National Forest near 
approximate MP 2.1. This area is generally known as the Martis Valley. Geographically, the area 
is primarily flat and lacks any significant development. The nearest housing or commercial 
development—the Northstar-at-Tahoe Golf Course—is more than 1,000 feet south of the 
transmission line. 

After exiting the Martis Valley, the line continues to follow SR 267 in a southern direction for 
approximately 6.1 miles. The land surrounding SR 267 lacks significant commercial or 
residential development and is heavily forested. The only significant development is located to 
the west of approximate MP 3.1, where the Northstar-at-Tahoe Resort is located.  

Near the intersection of SR 267 and North National Avenue at approximate MP 7.6, the line 
travels east. At approximate MP 8.4, the line travels south for approximately 0.5 mile. 
Residential uses are clustered near the transmission line in this area. Table 4.9-2: Residences 
within 1,000 Feet provides the approximate distances of residences in close proximity to the 
project components. 

From this point (approximate MP 8.9), the existing 650 Line travels approximately 0.2 mile 
southeast, finally terminating at the Brockway Substation. This 0.2-mile-long segment of 
transmission poles has a distribution underbuild. The poles will remain in place (leaving the 
distribution underbuild intact) but will be topped, and the 650 Line will be relocated to terminate 
at the Kings Beach Substation. The area around the Brockway Substation, where the line will be 
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topped, is located within a mixed industrial/commercial neighborhood, and is surrounded by 
single-family residences to the east, west, and south. 

Land Use Designations 

The 650 Line traverses areas where land use is dictated by both Placer County and the TRPA. 
From MP 0.0 (in Martis Valley) to approximate MP 6.2 (just past the Brockway Summit), the 
line is located within the jurisdiction of Placer County and is within the Martis Valley 
Community Plan area. The general plan designation, as described in the community plan, is 
Open Space, which allows for low-intensity public and commercial recreational uses, as well as 
necessary public utility facilities. The area is also zoned Open Space, where allowed uses include 
recreation, crops, forestry, grazing, and utility transmission facilities. 

From Brockway Summit to the termination of the line at the Kings Beach Substation, the TRPA 
regulates land use. The TRPA Martis Peak PAS describes the land use designation as 
Conservation, with a small portion (0.6 mile) designated as Residential. The permitted uses 
include summer homes, and recreational uses such as campgrounds, snowmobile courses, and 
hiking trails. Electric transmission lines and receiving facilities are allowed under the provisions 
for a Special Use.  

132/650 Line Double-Circuit 

Existing Land Use 

The section of the 132 Line that will be reconfigured to accommodate a double-circuit of the 650 
Line is located within the Town of Truckee. The 132 Line originates at the North Truckee 
Switching Station. The line runs east along Pioneer Trail Road and then turns south, crossing 
Interstate 80 at approximate MP 0.3. In this area, the line is surrounded by medium-density 
commercial and industrial developments, such as tire shops, repair businesses, and general 
offices.  

The line then turns east and travels parallel to Glenshire Drive for approximately 0.6 mile 
between approximate MP 0.5 and MP 1.1. This area contains many undeveloped parcels, as well 
as low-intensity industrial uses and materials storage yards. The Truckee Lumber Mill is located 
to the south of the alignment. 

The 132 Line then crosses the Truckee River between approximate MP 1.1 and MP 1.2. From 
approximate MP 1.2 to MP 1.4, the alignment travels along the easternmost edge of the Truckee 
River Regional Park, which provides ball fields, an amphitheater, a skate park, and rodeo 
grounds. Adjacent to this portion of the line on the west side of the right-of-way (ROW) are 
residential uses (multi-family units). 

The line continues south through private open space to its termination at the intersection of Marc 
Trail and Chris Course at the northwest corner of the Village Green Mobile Home Park 
(approximate MP 1.5 to MP 1.6). In this area, the line spans the rear of a hotel parking lot then 
travels parallel to the backyards of five units at Village Green Mobile Home Park. Vacant land is 
located to the west of the line in this area. 
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Land Use Designations 

The 132 Line is entirely within the Town of Truckee and land uses are dictated by the Town of 
Truckee General Plan and Town of Truckee Development Code (zoning ordinance). Portions of 
the alignment, as it travels along Glenshire Drive and near downtown Truckee between 
approximate MP 0.3 and MP 1.0, are also located within the Downtown Specific Plan Area.  

From the beginning of the line at the North Truckee Switching Station to Glenshire Drive 
(approximate MP 0.0 to MP 0.5), the area is comprised of commercial and industrial uses 
consistent with the general plan designation of Industrial (I) and zoning designation of 
Manufacturing (M). As the alignment travels south, the land is General Plan-designated High 
Density Residential and Public. This urbanized area consists of lands that are zoned I, PF, 
Resource Conservation, and Downtown Manufacturing, and High Density Residential – 6 to 12 
dwelling units per acre (du/ac). These designations permit a wide range of residential, general 
commercial, industrial manufacturing and processing, distributions, storage uses, as well as parks 
and other public-serving facilities, including utility lines. 

The line travels east along Glenshire Drive and the south, crossing the Truckee River between 
approximate MP 1.1 and MP 1.2. This area is generally designated as Open Space, Recreation, 
and Public (Truckee River Regional Park). This portion of the alignment is zoned Recreation 
(REC) and PF. Allowed uses under the REC zoning designation include camping, skiing, 
golfing, clustered lodging, residences, transmission lines and support services. Allowed uses 
under the PF zoning designation include public parks and facilities, transmission lines, schools, 
hospitals and government offices, and other appropriate uses for public agencies.  

The line continues south crossing Brockway Road just after approximate MP 1.5, then continues 
to the termination of the line just after approximate MP 1.6. The line passes through parcels that 
are General Plan-designated Commercial and High Density Residential – 6 to 12 du/ac. This area 
is zoned Commercial General and Residential Multi-Family – 15 du/ac (RM-15), which permit 
commercial uses and high-density residential uses and development, respectively.  

Northstar Tap/Fold 

Existing Land Use 

The Northstar Tap/Fold begins at the Northstar Substation, located at the end of Stable Road in 
the Northstar-at-Tahoe Resort area. This 0.5-mile-long section of line generally traverses 
forested areas adjacent to an existing dirt road. There is limited commercial development located 
to the north between approximate MP 0.3 and MP 0.4. In addition, a horse stable and riding ring 
are crossed by the existing Northstar Tap at approximate MP 0.1 near the line’s origin at the 
Northstar Substation. The tap will be removed upon completion of construction of the new 
Northstar Fold, which will be located 35 feet south of the existing Northstar Tap. 

Land Use Designations 

Land use along the Northstar Fold is regulated by Placer County. The parcels traversed by the 
line are designated Forest 40-640, High Density Residential, and Open Space. The area is zoned 
TPZ. Allowed uses include forestry and timber-related uses, grazing, recreation, and 
transmission lines. Approximately 250 feet of the line (located between approximate MP 0.1 and 
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MP 0.2) traverses land that is General Plan-designated High Density Residential – 10 to 15 du/ac 
and zoned Residential Multi-Family – 15 du/ac. These designations allow residential 
development and some accessory uses, as well as transmission lines. 

Substations 

Brockway Substation  

The Brockway Substation is located in Kings Beach at the intersection of Speckled Avenue and 
Deer Street. This substation is the current terminus of the existing 650 Line. This substation will 
be decommissioned at the end of the project and the site will be reclaimed. The substation is 
located in a mixed-use neighborhood, with an industrial use located to the east of the substation 
and single-family residences located approximately 100 feet to the north, west, and south.  

Land use in and around the Brockway Substation is regulated by the TRPA and the Kings Beach 
Industrial Community Plan. The Kings Beach Industrial PAS has designated the land use of this 
area as Commercial/Public Service. The site is not zoned, but rather permissible uses are set 
forth in the PAS. These permissible uses include auto repair, warehousing and distribution, 
hardware sales, and small-scale manufacturing. Transmission and receiving facilities, as well as 
electric transmission lines, are allowed per the PAS under the provisions for a Special Use.  

Northstar Substation 

The Northstar Substation is located near the intersection of Stables Road and Northstar Drive in 
Placer County. This substation is the current termination point for the Northstar Tap, which will 
be upgraded to a fold as part of the project. The substation is surrounded by forested area to the 
north, south, and west. A riding stable (Northstar Stables) is located to the east of the substation. 
Approximately 25 single-family residences are located 450 feet west of the Northstar Substation.  

Land use around the substation is regulated by Placer County. The site is designated as Forest 
40-640 by the Placer County General Plan and the zoning designation is FOR-B-X. The FOR 
zoning classification designates the area as Forest and the B-X is a combining district 
designation that defines the minimum buildable lot size, in this case 160 acres. Allowed uses in 
the FOR-B-X zoning district include forestry and timber-related uses, grazing, and recreation. 
Transmission lines are an allowed use; public utility facilities are allowed with a Minor Use 
Permit.  

Squaw Valley Substation 

The Squaw Valley Substation is located at the intersection of Squaw Valley Road and SR 89. A 
small, commercial center containing a 7-11 retail store and a ski rental facility is located to the 
east of the site, Squaw Valley Road is located to the south, and forested land is located to the 
west and north.  

Land use surrounding the substation is regulated by Placer County. The land is designated 
Conservation Preserve and zoned Forest Residential. Allowed uses include single-family 
residences, timber harvesting, riding and hiking trails, ski-related uses, and public utility 
structures. 
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Tahoe City Substation 

The Tahoe City Substation is located near the intersection of Westlake Boulevard/SR 89 and 
Tahoe Tavern Road. This substation is the current termination point for the existing 625 Line. A 
restaurant is located to the north of the Tahoe City Substation and forested, undeveloped parcels 
are located to the south. The Truckee River is located to the west and commercial and tourism-
related uses are located to the east. The 1-acre, undeveloped parcel adjacent to the south side of 
the substation is managed by the USFS, and will serve as a temporary work space, housing 
portable transformers during construction of the substation. 

The substation site is within the jurisdiction of the TRPA and is subject to the land use 
regulations contained in the Tahoe City Community Plan and Tahoe City PAS. The Community 
Plan divides the greater Tahoe City area into five Special Areas that are characterized differently 
depending on their location and level and type of development. The Tahoe City Substation site is 
classified as Commercial/Recreation and is located in Special Area 3, which lists the permissible 
uses as employee housing, retail and general commercial uses, public facilities, and recreational-
related uses, such as marinas and snowmobile trails. Transmission and receiving facilities, as 
well as electric transmission lines, are allowed per the PAS under the provisions for a Special 
Use. 

Truckee Substation and North Truckee Switching Station 

The Truckee Substation serves as the point of origin for the 650 Line. The substation is located 
near the intersection of Donner Pass Road and Church Street in the Town of Truckee. The 
Truckee Substation site is relatively flat and is surrounded by industrial uses on all sides. The 
substation is designated as Public by the Town of Truckee General Plan and is zoned PF. 
Auxiliary uses required to meet the needs of the town, such as public parks and other facilities, 
schools, and government offices, are allowed. Electric utility facilities are allowed with a Use 
Permit. 

The North Truckee Switching Station is located on Pioneer Trail Road, just south of Comstock 
Drive, and will serve as the point of origin for the 650 Line upon completion of the project. The 
switching station is surrounded by commercial and industrial uses to the south and east. A 
cement manufacturing plant is located to the north and undeveloped forested parcels are located 
to the west. The North Truckee Switching Station is located within the Town of Truckee. The 
Town of Truckee General Plan designates the land as Industrial and the zoning as 
Manufacturing/Industrial (M). Allowed uses include processing, distribution, and storage 
facilities. Electric utility facilities are allowed in the M zoning district with a Use Permit.  

Kings Beach Substation 

The Kings Beach Switching Station, which will become the Kings Beach Substation, is located 
inside the Kings Beach Diesel Generation Facility, just north of the intersection of Speckled 
Avenue and Deer Street in Kings Beach. The switching station is located off of a private access 
road north of Deer Street. The switching station is entirely surrounded by undeveloped and 
forested parcels.  

The Kings Beach Substation is within the jurisdictional area of the TRPA; the land use 
regulations that apply to the site are contained in the Martis Peak PAS. The land use 
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classification for the site is Conservation and the list of permissible uses per the PAS includes 
camping, off-road vehicle uses, public services, timber harvesting, and summer homes. Electric 
transmission and receiving facilities are allowed per the PAS under the provisions for a Special 
Use. 

Staging Areas 

To support construction, SPPCo is proposing to use seven staging areas. These staging areas are 
depicted on Figure 4.9-2: Land Use Jurisdiction Overview Map and are described further in the 
following paragraphs.  

Joerger Road 

The Joerger Road Staging Area will be located off of an existing dead-end paved road and will 
be accessed using Joerger Road. This approximately 600-foot by 200-foot staging area will be 
used as a material staging area and a helicopter landing, storage, and refueling area. The site is 
located within the Town of Truckee. The site is General Plan-designated Public and is zoned PF. 
The development code (zoning ordinance) for the town of Truckee does not specifically have a 
use category for temporary construction staging; however, recycling facilities, vehicle storage, 
snow removal businesses, mining, and heliports are allowed. A temporary construction staging 
area is similar in nature to the specified allowed uses.  

Northstar Golf Course 

The Northstar Golf Course Staging Area is located just north of SR 267 and the Northstar Golf 
Course, and is accessed by a dirt road located approximately 1.4 miles southeast of Martis Creek 
Road. This approximately 300-foot by 300-foot staging area will be used to store materials and 
stage equipment. The site is located within the jurisdiction of Placer County. The site is General 
Plan-designated Open Space and is zoned O. Allowed uses include recreation, crops, forestry, 
grazing, and construction staging and storage as an accessory use (provided the staging area 
serves an active, permitted construction project). 

Kings Beach 

The Kings Beach Staging Area is located just north of the Kings Beach Substation and is 
accessed using an existing dirt access road located at the end of Canterbury Drive. This location 
was formerly used as a landfill and as a result, has a previously disturbed area that measures 
approximately 300 feet by 300 feet. The site is located within the Martis Peak Plan Area. The 
Martis Peak PAS classifies the land as Conservation and the list of permissible uses per the PAS 
include camping, off-road vehicle uses, public services, timber harvesting, and summer homes. 
A staging area is allowed by the TRPA provided the staging area is temporary in nature, is 
constructed with the proper Best Management Practices to avoid increased stormwater pollution, 
and has no visual impacts. 

Sawmill Flats 

The Sawmill Flats Staging Area is located approximately 0.4 mile north of the new 625 Line 
near approximate MP 6.2 and is accessed by an existing dirt access road from Mount Watson 
Road. This staging area will be used to store and stage material and equipment, and may also be 
used for logging activities related to the project. This approximately 500-foot by 260-foot area is 
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previously disturbed and denuded. The site is located within Placer County and is General Plan- 
designated Forest 40-640 and zoned TPZ. Forestry-related uses and accessory storage are 
allowed uses at the site.  

Former Batch Plant 

The Former Batch Plant Staging Area is located approximately 300 feet north of the new 625 
Line near approximate MP 9.3 and is accessed from Mount Watson Road. This approximately 
120-foot by 80-foot area is previously disturbed and has little natural vegetation directly within 
the staging area. This staging area is located within the jurisdiction of the TRPA and the land use 
designation and allowed uses are described in the Northstar PAS. The site is designated 
Recreation per the PAS, and utility facilities, timber management, and assessor structures are 
allowed uses. A staging area is an allowed use by the TRPA, provided the staging area is 
temporary in nature, is constructed with the proper Best Management Practices to avoid 
increased stormwater pollution, and has no visual impacts. 

Fiberboard Highway 

The Fiberboard Highway Staging Area is located approximately 200 feet east of the new 625 
Line near approximate MP 12.8 and is accessed from Mount Watson Road. This approximately 
200-foot by 100-foot area is previously disturbed but has some vegetative cover. The staging 
area is located on lands where the allowed uses are designated within the Burton Creek PAS. The 
staging area is designated Conservation, which allows for a range of low to moderate uses, 
including timber harvesting, wildlife management, grazing of livestock, and recreation. A 
staging area is an allowed use by the TRPA provided it is temporary, will not contribute to 
stormwater pollution, and will not contribute to visual impacts. 
 
Tahoe City 

The proposed Tahoe City Staging Area will be located on an undeveloped, but previously 
disturbed parcel located 1 mile north of the Tahoe City Substation and is accessed by an existing 
dirt access road from Jackpine Street. This staging area will be used as a helicopter landing zone 
and for material storage and staging. This approximately 600-foot by 250-foot area is previously 
disturbed and covered in pavement and gravel. The site is located in the Tahoe City Industrial 
Plan Area. The applicable PAS classifies the land as Commercial/Public Service and permissible 
uses include storage yards, warehousing, building materials and hardware storage, and industrial 
services.  

Planned Development 

There are several planned developments in the vicinity of the project. Projects that are directly 
adjacent or crossed by the 625 and 650 Line Upgrade Project are summarized in this section. A 
detailed inventory of all planned and proposed projects is provided in Table 4.17-1: Planned and 
Proposed Projects Within 5 Miles in Section 4.17 Cumulative Impacts.  

The only project immediately adjacent to or crossed by project components is the Tahoe City 
Transit Center, which is proposed for construction in the 64-Acres Park beginning in 2010. 
Construction is scheduled to be completed in 2011. The project is immediately adjacent to the 
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south side of the Tahoe City Substation. The proposed transit center will consist of a parking lot, 
bus shelters, new landscaping, and new roads and pedestrian paths.  

Habitat Conservation Plans and Natural Community Conservation Plans 

The project components are not located within the boundaries of any habitat conservation plan 
(HCP) areas or natural community conservation plan (NCCP) areas.  

Land Use Policies 

All of the general plans adopted by local jurisdictions, TRPA regional and community plans, and 
USFS Forest Plans applicable to the project were reviewed for relevant land use policies. The 
relevant policies and an analysis of the project’s consistency with them are provided in 
Attachment 4.9-A: Policies Consistency Analysis. 

4.9.3 Impacts 

Significance Criteria 

Standards of significance were derived from Appendix G of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines. Impacts to land use will be considered significant if the project:  

 Physically divides an established community, resulting in a change to the community or 
land use pattern 

 Conflicts with any applicable land use plan, policy, or regulation of an agency with 
jurisdiction over the project (including, but not limited to, the general plan, specific plan, 
local coastal program, or zoning ordinance) adopted for the purpose of avoiding or 
mitigating an environmental effect 

 Conflicts with any applicable HCPs or NCCPs 

Question 4.9a – Physical Division of an Established Community 

Construction – No Impact 

Existing 625 Line 

The existing 625 Line does not currently divide a community as the line travels primarily 
through sparsely populated, forested areas of north Lake Tahoe. Because the existing 625 Line 
will be removed in its entirety and the ROW will be allowed to revegetate naturally, no new 
impact will occur. Therefore, there will be no impact.  

New 625 Line 

The new 625 Line will roughly parallel the existing 625 Line ROW and Mount Watson Road. In 
addition, the new alignment of the 625 Line will be located in predominantly forested, 
undeveloped, or sparsely developed areas within the Lake Tahoe Basin. As a result, the new 
transmission line will not physically divide an established community. 

Impacts from construction to the approximately 95 single-family residences and two multi-
family residences (unit count unknown) within 1,000 feet of the transmission line and the 
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commercial area near the line’s terminus will include an increased dispersal of dust, noise, and 
odor that will be localized, temporary, and short-term. These impacts are described more 
thoroughly in Section 4.3 Air Quality and Section 4.11 Noise.  

650 Line 

The existing 650 Line—from MP 0.0 until its new terminus at the Kings Beach Substation—will 
be rebuilt in place within the existing ROW which varies in width, but averages approximately 
30 feet wide. To accommodate construction, an additional 35 feet of temporary ROW will be 
required adjacent to the existing easement. The 650 Line traverses predominantly undeveloped 
land and parallels SR 267 for the majority of its length. With the decommissioning of the 
Brockway Substation, the terminus of the 650 Line will be relocated to the Kings Beach 
Substation. The conductor on the poles between the Kings Beach Substation and Brockway 
Substation will be removed and the poles will be topped, leaving the distribution and 
telecommunications/cable underbuilt lines intact. Temporary impacts to the residences near 
Brockway Substation from conductor removal and topping the poles will include an increased 
dispersal of dust, noise, and odor that will be localized, temporary, and short-term. These 
impacts are described more thoroughly in Section 4.3 Air Quality and Section 4.11 Noise. 

Because the 650 Line will be rebuilt in place and/or relocated within an existing easement that 
parallels existing linear features, no new physical divisions of established communities will 
occur. As a result, there will be no impact.  

132/650 Line Double-Circuit 

On the 132 Line, approximately 32 poles will be replaced and the line will be reconfigured to 
allow a double-circuit configuration with the 650 Line and operation at 120 kilovolt. The new, 
steel poles will be located within the existing 40-foot-wide easement, approximately 10 feet from 
the current wood pole locations. To accommodate construction, an additional 25 feet of 
temporary ROW will be required adjacent to the existing easement. As previously described, 
impacts from construction to the nearby residential and commercial areas will include an 
increased dispersal of dust, noise, and odor, and will be less than significant. While the 132 Line 
is located in a more populous, urbanized area, as compared to the other project components, all 
work will be conducted within, and immediately adjacent to, the existing easement held by 
SPPCo. As a result, there will be no impact. 

NorthstarTap/Fold 

The Northstar Fold will be constructed in a new 40-foot-wide easement located approximately 
35 feet south of the existing Northstar Tap. Upon completion of the new Northstar Fold, the 
existing Northstar Tap will be removed. The alignment for the Northstar Tap and Fold generally 
follow existing dirt roads that traverse primarily undeveloped, forested land. The only 
developments in the vicinity are a small commercial/industrial storage area and horse stables, 
which are located north of the line. Because the Northstar Fold will be constructed adjacent to 
the existing easement for the Northstar Tap and because the area is not located within an 
established community, no physical divisions of established communities will occur. 
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Substations and Switching Stations 

With the exception of the Kings Beach Substation, the upgrades and modifications to the 
substations and switching stations will take place within the current footprints of the existing 
facilities. Some activities at the Kings Beach Substation will take place outside of the existing 
substation footprint, but within the SPPCo-owned parcels.  

Temporary transformers will be placed on an adjacent parcel to the south of the Tahoe City 
Substation. The site has been previously disturbed by construction activities. The site will be 
utilized for the installation of temporary transformers during the duration of construction. The 
site will be revegetated after the temporary transformers are removed so there is no long-term 
impact. In addition, locating temporary transformers on the adjacent site will not divide an 
established community because there is no development located at the site. 

Because activities at the substations and switching stations will take place within or immediately 
adjacent to existing facilities and will be limited to SPPCo-owned land (except for the Tahoe 
Substation temporary transformer site), the proposed upgrades and modifications will not 
physically divide an established community.  

Staging Areas 

All of the staging areas proposed for use on this project are located in undeveloped and 
previously disturbed areas. Thus, temporary use of these areas during construction will not 
physically divide an established community and there will be no impact.  

Operation and Maintenance – Less-than-Significant Impact 

With the exception of portions of the new 625 Line, the Northstar Tap/Fold, and minor 
improvements to the 650 Line, the project components will be operated and maintained within 
existing easements held by SPPCo or on SPPCo-owned property. While a new, approximately 
40-foot-wide, permanent easement will be required for the operation and maintenance of the new 
625 Line and the Northstar Tap/Fold, the transmission line will be located in predominantly 
forested, undeveloped land and will follow existing linear features for much of its length. In 
addition, SPPCo operation and maintenance practices will not change significantly from existing 
practices, and will not result in any physical division of communities because they will be 
conducted within ROWs and substation facilities. Therefore, operation and maintenance of the 
proposed facilities will not result in a physical division of an established community. 

Question 4.9b – Plans and Policy Conflicts – Less-than-Significant Impact 

As discussed in Attachment 4.9-A: Policies Consistency Analysis, construction, operation, and 
maintenance of the project will not directly conflict with any environmental plans, policies, or 
regulations adopted by agencies with jurisdiction over local and regional land uses.  

One project, development of the Tahoe City Transit Center, is located immediately adjacent to 
the existing and new 625 lines and the Tahoe City Substation. Construction will begin at the 
Tahoe City Transit Center in 2010 and be completed in early 2011. The Tahoe City Transit 
Center project will be completed by the time construction begins on any portion of the 625 and 
650 Line Upgrade Project. However, there is a potential for conflicting uses at the Tahoe City 
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Transit Center site as SPPCo intends to use a portion of the parcel to temporarily place 
transformers during construction on the 625 Line and at the Tahoe City Substation. In order to 
ensure that the temporary transformers will not interfere with operation of the Tahoe City Transit 
Center, SPPCo will coordinate with the USFS and Placer County well in advance of construction 
to obtain permission to use the parcel. SPPCo will work to site the temporary transformers in 
undeveloped areas or in area designated for parking. As a result, the impact will be less than 
significant.  

Question 4.9c – HCP or NCCP Conflicts – No Impact 

The project components are not located within the boundaries of any HCP or NCCP areas. Thus, 
no impact will occur. 

4.9.4 Applicant-Proposed Measures 

Because there will be no new physical divisions of existing communities or direct conflicts with 
land use plans and policies from implementation of the project, no avoidance or minimization 
measures are proposed. 
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A
gen

cy 
P
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P
olicy D

escrip
tion

 
C

on
sisten

cy 
(Y

es/N
o) 

E
xp

lan
ation 

U
S

F
S

 (cont.) 
L

T
B

M
U

 F
orest P

lan – F
orest-w

ide 
S

tandards and P
ractices (cont.) 

E
nsure that existing aboveground utilities w

ill norm
ally be undergrounded by 

priorities established in the R
-5 U

ndergrounding M
aster P

lan. 
Y

es 

T
he project involves m

odifications to an existing aboveground utility 
line and substation facilities. D

ue to high costs, steep topography, and 
rock-covered terrain, undergrounding the project is not feasible on U

S
F

S
 

land.   

C
. L

andscaping: T
he follow

ing should be considered w
ith respect to this 

design com
ponent of a project: 

1) N
ative vegetation should be utilized w

henever possible. 
2) V

egetation should be used to screen parking and to alleviate long strips of 
parking space. 
3) P

lants should be used to give privacy, reduce glare and heat, deflect w
ind, 

m
uffle noise, prevent erosion, and soften the line of architecture (p. II-49) 

Y
es 

A
reas disturbed by construction w

ill be recontoured to blend w
ith 

adjacent topography and revegetated w
ith native seed m

ixes. F
or sites 

w
ithin the L

ake T
ahoe B

asin, this seed m
ix w

ill be determ
ined in 

coordination w
ith the T

ahoe R
egional P

lanning A
gency (T

R
P

A
). 

 W
here planting is proposed as part of aesthetic m

itigation m
easures, as 

in A
P

M
-A

E
S

-05 and A
P

M
-A

E
S

-09, native species w
ill be used (refer to 

S
ection 4.1.4 A

pplicant-P
roposed M

easures). 

D
. L

ighting: L
ighting increases the operational efficiency of a site. In 

determ
ining the lighting for a project, the follow

ing should be considered: 
1) E

xterior lighting should be m
inim

ized w
ith an em

phasis on safety and 
should be consistent w

ith the architectural design. 
2) O

verall levels should be com
patible w

ith the neighborhood light level. 
E

m
phasis should be placed on a few

, w
ell placed, low

 intensity lights. 
3) L

ights should not blink, flash, or change intensity (p. II-49) 

Y
es 

L
ighting w

ill only be installed at the T
ahoe C

ity and K
ings B

each 
substations, w

ill conform
 to T

R
P

A
 guidelines, and w

ill be used on an 
as-needed basis only and not for continuous nighttim

e use. E
xterior 

lighting w
ill consist of one dow

nw
ard directed lam

p, utilizing a 500-
w

att halogen bulb, located at the control building. E
xisting structures 

and landscaping w
ill largely screen substation lighting, and new

 
landscaping proposed at the T

ahoe C
ity S

ubstation as part of A
P

M
-

A
E

S
-05 w

ill further screen view
s of lighting from

 outside the facility. 
T

herefore, new
 lighting w

ill be m
inim

ized and com
patible w

ith the 
surrounding area. 

1. A
ll proposed developm

ent shall exam
ine im

pacts to the identified 
landscape view

s from
 roadw

ays, bikepaths, public recreation areas, and L
ake 

T
ahoe (p. IV

-21) 
Y

es 
S

ection 4.1.3 includes an evaluation of im
pacts to view

s from
 public 

areas. In particular, key T
R

P
A

 view
s have been analyzed and generally 

determ
ined to be positively affected by the project. 

2. A
ny developm

ent proposed in areas targeted for scenic restoration or w
ithin 

a unit highly sensitive to change shall dem
onstrate the effect of the project on 

the 1982 T
ravel R

oute R
atings of the S

cenic T
hresholds (p. IV

-22) 
Y

es 

T
he project is not a new

 developm
ent. A

s dem
onstrated in the visual 

sim
ulations, particularly Figures 4.1-7, 4.1-14, and 4.1-15, 

im
plem

entation of the project w
ill result in the im

provem
ent of som

e 
T

R
P

A
-identified key view

s. 

T
R

P
A

 
R

egional P
lan for the L

ake T
ahoe 

B
asin, S

cenic Q
uality Im

provem
ent 

P
rogram

, 1989 

U
nit 15 - T

ahoe T
avern: R

ecom
m

endations for Im
proving S

cenic Q
uality: 

d) U
tility L

ines: T
he rem

aining overhead utility lines should be placed 
underground. If undergrounding is not feasible, re-routing of the lines around 
the central business district is a possible solution (p. B

-29) 

Y
es 

T
he project involves m

odifications to an existing aboveground utility 
line in w

hich undergrounding is not feasible. T
he existing and new

 lines 
run outside the central business district of T

ahoe T
avern.  

g) L
andscaping. L

andscape im
provem

ents in accordance w
ith C

hapter 30 
should be introduced around all structures to soften building contours and 
reduce the am

ount of paved and bare dirt areas (p. B
—

30) 
Y

es 
A

P
M

-A
E

S
-05 proposes landscaping as part of project m

itigation for the 
T

ahoe C
ity Substation in order to reduce the visibility of structures. 

U
nit 14 – T

ahoe C
ity: R

ecom
m

endations 

4) U
tility L

ines: W
herever possible, overhead utility lines should be placed 

underground (p. B
-33) 

Y
es 

T
he project involves m

odifications to an existing aboveground utility 
line in w

hich undergrounding is not feasible. V
isual sim

ulation F
igure 

4.1-7 indicates that at som
e locations, the project w

ill result in a positive 
visual change by reducing the num

ber or visibility of utility poles seen 
in the T

ahoe C
ity area. A

P
M

-A
E

S
-08 calls for the careful siting of 625 

L
ine poles along the T

ruckee R
iver in order to m

inim
ize project 

visibility. A
dditionally, the project involves m

odifying an existing 
aboveground utility line and substation facilities. D

ue to high costs, 
steep topography, and rock-covered terrain, undergrounding the project 
is not feasible on U

S
F

S
 land. 
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(cont.) 

30.8 E
xterior L

ighting S
tandards: In accordance w

ith section 30.1, the 
follow

ing exterior lighting standards shall apply: 
30.8.A

 G
eneral S

tandards: T
he general standards are: 

   (1) E
xterior lights shall not blink, flash or change intensity. String lights, 

building or roofline tube lighting, reflective or lum
inescent w

all surfaces are 
prohibited. 
   (3) P

arking lot, w
alkw

ay, and building lights shall be directed dow
nw

ard. 
   (4) F

ixture m
ounting height shall be appropriate to the purpose. T

he height 
shall not exceed the lim

itations set forth in C
hapter 22. 

   (5) O
utdoor lighting shall be used for purposes of illum

ination only, and 
shall not be designed for, or used as, an advertising display. Illum

ination for 
aesthetic or dram

atic purposes of any building or surrounding landscape 
utilizing exterior light fixtures projected above the horizontal is prohibited (p. 
30-5 and 30-6) 

Y
es 

L
ighting w

ill only be installed at the T
ahoe C

ity and K
ings B

each 
substations and w

ill conform
 to T

R
P

A
 guidelines. P

roject lighting w
ill 

be used on an as-needed basis only and not for continuous nighttim
e use. 

E
xterior lighting w

ill consist of one dow
nw

ard directed lam
p, utilizing a 

500-w
att halogen bulb, located at the control building. E

xisting 
structures and landscaping w

ill largely screen substation lighting, and 
new

 landscaping proposed at the T
ahoe C

ity S
ubstation as part of A

P
M

-
A

E
S

-05 w
ill further screen view

s of lighting from
 outside the facility. 

T
herefore, all new

 lighting w
ill be in accordance w

ith the T
R

P
A

 
E

xterior L
ighting S

tandards. 

30.13.C
. S

cenic H
ighw

ay C
orridor D

esign S
tandards: A

ll projects w
hich are 

w
ithin the scenic highw

ay corridors established in 30.13.A
. shall m

eet the 
design standards listed in 30.13.C

(1) and (2), in addition to other applicable 
design standards. A

ll projects w
hich are w

ithin the natural scenic highw
ay 

corridor shall also m
eet the design standards listed in 30.13.C

(3) in addition to 
other applicable design standards. 
   (1) U

tilities: 
    (a) A

ll new
 electrical lines w

hich operate at 32 kilovolts or less, including 
service connection lines, shall be placed underground. E

xceptions to this 
requirem

ent m
ay be allow

ed, provided T
R

P
A

 finds that undergrounding 
w

ould produce a greater environm
ental im

pact than above ground installation. 
If new

 electrical lines are perm
itted to be installed above ground, the new

 
lines, poles, and hardw

are shall be screened from
 view

s from
 scenic highw

ays 
to the m

axim
um

 extent possible (p. 30-6 and 30-7) 

Y
es 

S
tate R

outes (S
R

) 28, 89 and 267 are considered scenic corridors by the 
T

R
P

A
. A

lthough the project crosses or lies near the S
R

 28, 89, and 267 
corridors w

ithin the T
R

P
A

 area, the project involves m
odifications to an 

existing aboveground utility line w
ith a voltage greater than 32 kV

. 

71.2.A
 S

tandards for C
onservation and R

ecreation L
ands: W

ithin lands 
classified by T

R
P

A
 as conservation or recreation land use or S

tream
 

E
nvironm

ent Z
ones, any live, dead or dying tree greater than or equal to 30 

inches diam
eter at breast height (dbh) in w

estside forest types shall not be cut, 
and any live, dead or dying tree greater than or equal to 24 inches diam

eter at 
breast height in eastside forest types shall not be cut. E

xcept as follow
s: 

 (8) L
arge trees m

ay be rem
oved for large public utilities projects if T

R
P

A
 

finds there is no other reasonable alternative.  (pp. 71-2 and 71-3) 

Y
es 

T
he rem

oval of old-grow
th trees and other m

ature trees w
ill be required 

for construction of this project. H
ow

ever, large tree rem
oval is allow

ed 
because this project is a public utility project. S

ierra P
acific P

ow
er 

C
om

pany (SP
P

C
o) w

ill m
inim

ize the am
ount of tree clearance to only 

the areas necessary for construction (see S
ection 4.4 B

iological 
R

esources for additional evaluation of tree rem
oval and habitat 

preservation). 

T
R

P
A

 
K

ings B
each C

om
m

unity P
lan, 1996 

5. C
om

plete the undergrounding of overhead utilities for K
ings B

each. 
U

ndergrounding of utilities on S
tate R

oute 267 should be given priority, w
ith 

the back-street areas to follow
. 

  a. P
olicy: P

ursuant to the general recom
m

endations for scenic im
provem

ents 
in C

hapter IV
, all projects w

ithin the scenic corridor shall be responsible for 
rem

oving, relocating or screening overhead utilities as a condition of project 
approval. T

R
P

A
 m

ay w
aive this requirem

ent if the project is part of an 
undergrounding program

 or the undergrounding has been determ
ined by 

T
R

P
A

 not to be necessary to m
eet the scenic targets of this P

lan (p. 16) 

Y
es 

T
he project involves m

odifications to an existing aboveground utility 
line located along local K

ings B
each streets and not along S

R
 267 in 

K
ings B

each. V
isual sim

ulation F
igure 4.1-11 dem

onstrates that in som
e 

locations in K
ings B

each w
here the project involves com

bining the 625 
and 650 lines on a single set of poles, the project w

ill reduce the existing 
level of visual clutter and im

prove the landscape setting. 
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 p
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e 
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se
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e 

T
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oe
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il

l r
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(i
ii

) 
U

ti
li

ty
 L

in
es

. T
he

 u
nd

er
gr

ou
nd

in
g 

of
 o

ve
rh

ea
d 

ut
ili

ty
 li

ne
s 

th
at

 r
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ng
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 p
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 m
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 f
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R
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 r
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 p
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 b
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el

ls
, p
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E
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P
lacer C

ounty 
(cont.) 

G
eneral P

lan, 1994 (cont.) 

1.K
.5. T

he C
ounty shall require that new

 roads, parking, and utilities be 
designed to m

inim
ize visual im

pacts. U
nless lim

ited by geological or 
engineering constraints, utilities should be installed underground and 
roadw

ays and parking areas should be designed to fit the natural terrain (p. 
44) 

Y
es 

N
o new

 perm
anent roads or parking facilities w

ill be installed as part of 
the project. E

xisting dirt and paved roads w
ill be utilized during 

construction activities. N
ew

 tem
porary spur roads w

ill be built from
 

access roads to the construction R
O

W
; how

ever, these roads w
ill be 

reclaim
ed upon the com

pletion of construction. P
arking during 

construction activities w
ill generally occur w

ithin the project R
O

W
 or 

designated staging areas in a m
anner so as not to im

pede traffic and in 
accordance w

ith encroachm
ent perm

its. In addition, although 
undergrounding the utility lines is not feasible, im

plem
entation of 

m
easures discussed in S

ection 4.1.4, w
ill m

inim
ize visual im

pacts. 
1.L

.3. T
he C

ounty shall protect and enhance scenic corridors through such 
m

eans as design review
, sign control, undergrounding utilities, scenic 

setbacks, density lim
itations, planned unit developm

ents, grading and tree 
rem

oval standards, open space easem
ents, and land conservation contracts (p. 

44) 

Y
es 

A
lthough the project does not underground utilities, at som

e locations, 
the project w

ill result in changes that w
ill enhance existing visual 

conditions of county scenic corridors, as depicted in visual sim
ulation 

F
igures 4.1-7, 4.1-12 and 4.1-14. 

1.O
.9. T

he C
ounty shall discourage the use of outdoor lighting that shines 

unnecessarily onto adjacent properties or into the night sky (p. 49) 
Y

es 
L

ighting w
ill only be installed at substations and w

ill conform
 to T

R
P

A
 

guidelines. P
roject lighting w

ill be used on an as-needed basis only. 

P
lacer C

ounty 

P
lacer C

ounty D
esign S

tandards and 
G

uidelines for the L
ake T

ahoe R
egion 

Including the C
om

m
unity P

lan A
reas, 

1994 

C
hapter 10 Scenic H

ighw
ay C

orridors (T
R

P
A

 O
nly) 

S
tate R

oute 28, 89 and 26 are listed as scenic highw
ay corridors. 

U
tility G

uidelines (p. 10-5) 
A

. M
inim

ize V
isual Im

pact of U
tility L

ines and P
oles. S

ite utility lines and 
poles out of the view

shed of the highw
ay using one or m

ore of the follow
ing 

m
ethods: 

1) U
se landform

 and vegetation to provide screening and visually absorb 
utility lines. 
2) U

se dark colors w
ith flat finishes that blend w

ith the forest landscape on 
utility poles and all hardw

are or appurtenances. U
tility lines should also be of 

a dark color. 
3) R

un the lines and poles along a secondary street using the screening 
opportunities of existing structures and vegetation. 
4) H

ang all utility lines vertically on one pole, thereby m
inim

izing the visual 
m

ass associated w
ith the horizontal crossbar. S

ierra P
acific P

ow
er C

om
pany 

specifies this pole design on m
any of its jobs. 

Y
es 

A
s discussed in S

ection 4.1.4, S
P

P
C

o w
ill use the follow

ing design 
standards to m

inim
ize the im

pact of utility structures from
 these scenic 

corridors:  

     A
P

M
-A

E
S

-05 proposes landscaping as part of project 
m

itigation for the T
ahoe C

ity substation in order to provide 
screening and reduce the potential visibility of structures.  

      R
eplacem

ent poles are dark-colored w
eathered steel. 

R
eplacem

ent conductors w
ill be non-specular. (see A

P
M

-
A

E
S

-02 and 03) 

T
he F

igure 4.1-7 sim
ulation indicates that w

here the replacem
ent line 

is located along S
R

 89, the poles are generally positioned to m
inim

ize 
visibility from

 the roadw
ay (see S

ection 4.1.3). A
long S

R
 267, A

P
M

-
A

E
S

-07 calls for the careful siting of poles to m
inim

ize their visibility 
from

 the roadw
ay (see S

ection 4.1.4). 
 S

P
P

C
o w

ill hang all transm
ission lines vertically on one pole rather 

than use horizontal crossbars. 

B
. U

se N
on-S

pecular L
ines.  

Y
es 

A
P

M
-A

E
S

-03 proposes that replacem
ent conductors be non-specular. 

C
. Install and M

aintain P
lum

b P
oles.  

Y
es 

P
oles w

ill be installed and m
aintained as plum

b. 

P
lacer C

ounty 
M

artis V
alley C

om
m

unity P
lan, 2003 

P
olicy 4.A

.9. T
he C

ounty shall prohibit the use of outdoor lighting that shines 
unnecessarily onto adjacent properties or into the night sky (p. 38) 

Y
es 

N
o substations or lighting w

ill be installed in the M
artis V

alley area. A
s 

part of the project, lighting w
ill only be installed at substations and be 

used on an as-needed basis only.  
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U
S

F
S

 
T

N
F

 F
orest P

lan 

E
nsure the conservation of plant species and their essential habitats w

herever 
they occur, as required by the F

orest S
ervice M

anual policies and standards.  
Y

es 

S
P

P
C

o w
ill lim

it the am
ount of vegetation rem

oval, grading, and 
excavation to only the areas necessary for construction. A

reas disturbed 
by construction activities w

ill be recontoured and revegetated w
ith 

native seed m
ixes. E

xclusion zones w
ill be established around any 

identified rare plants as described in A
P

M
-B

IO
-02 and A

P
M

-B
IO

-09. In 
the event that a rare plant m

ay be im
pacted by construction activities, all 

attem
pts to relocate individuals w

ill be m
ade. A

dditional inform
ation 

regarding the conservation of plant species and their essential habitats is 
outlined in S

ection 4.4 B
iological R

esources. 

M
inim

ize dam
age to residual vegetation by controlling skid road location and 

practicing directional felling w
ithin m

eadow
 edges. L

ocate roads aw
ay from

 
m

eadow
 edges w

here alternative routes are available. 
Y

es 

R
iparian vegetation and w

et m
eadow

 habitat w
ill be protected and 

m
anaged for w

ildlife by lim
iting tree rem

oval to only the areas 
necessary for construction. In addition, trees or poles slated for rem

oval 
near aquatic resources and associated riparian habitat or w

et m
eadow

s 
w

ill be felled aw
ay from

 the resource w
herever possible. S

kidding of 
trees w

ill be avoided in w
aters of the U

.S
., including w

etlands, unless 
the channel is dry or lined w

ith snow
. A

s further described in A
P

M
-

H
Y

D
-07, S

P
P

C
o w

ill construct tem
porary access roads to access either 

side of the resource or utilize existing bridges, w
here feasible, in order to 

cross these features to m
inim

ize the need to install tem
porary bridges. If 

there are no existing crossings and the construction of tem
porary roads 

m
ay cause greater resource im

pact, S
P

P
C

o w
ill install tim

ber m
ats or 

other m
aterials suitable for a tem

porary bridge.  

E
lim

inate m
otorized vehicle use in riparian areas and w

etlands except on 
system

 roads and designated routes and stream
 crossings. 

Y
es 

S
P

P
C

o w
ill m

inim
ize vehicle and equipm

ent usage w
ithin stream

 
channels and other aquatic resources to only those pieces of equipm

ent 
required for tree rem

oval or to establish access. A
s further described in 

A
P

M
-H

Y
D

-07, S
P

P
C

o w
ill construct tem

porary access roads to access 
either side of the resource or utilize existing bridges, w

here feasible, in 
order to cross these features, to m

inim
ize the need to install tem

porary 
bridges. If there are no existing crossings and the construction of 
tem

porary roads m
ay cause greater resource im

pact, S
P

P
C

o w
ill install 

tim
ber m

ats or other m
aterials suitable for a tem

porary bridge. If bridges 
are installed over stream

s w
ith discernable flow

, all attem
pts w

ill be 
m

ade to span the channel.  
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6. T
he use of fertilizer w

ithin the T
ahoe R

egion shall be restricted to uses, 
areas, and practices identified in the H

andbook of B
est M

anagem
ent P

ractices 
(B

M
P

s). F
ertilizers shall not be used in or near stream

 or drainage channels, or 
in stream

 environm
ent zones, including setbacks, and in shorezone areas. 

F
ertilizer used for m

aintenance of preexisting landscaping shall be m
inim

ized 
in stream

 environm
ent zones and adjusted or prohibited if found, through 

evaluation of continuing m
onitoring results, to be in violation of applicable 

w
ater quality discharge and receiving w

ater standards.  

Y
es 

S
P

P
C

o w
ill use the T

R
P

A
’s B

M
P

 M
anual should the use of fertilizer 

becom
e necessary for the restoration of disturbed areas.  

7. D
isturbance or rem

oval of forest litter should be avoided to prom
ote the 

natural catchm
ent of nutrients.  

Y
es 

S
P

P
C

o w
ill m

inim
ize the am

ount of brush and tree clearing, grading, 
and excavation to only the areas necessary for construction. T

o facilitate 
revegetation, control erosion, and capture nutrients, salvaged brush and 
w

ood chips m
ay be respread in disturbed areas during reclam

ation and 
after seeding, w

here approved by landow
ner and agency agreem

ents. 

8. R
evegetation of disturbed sites shall require the use of species approved by 

the A
gency.  

Y
es 

A
reas disturbed by construction activities w

ill be recontoured and 
revegetated w

ith native seed m
ixes. T

he seed m
ix w

ill be determ
ined in 

coordination w
ith the T

R
P

A
 for sites w

ithin the L
ake T

ahoe B
asin. 

9. A
ll proposed actions shall consider the cum

ulative im
pact of vegetation 

rem
oval w

ith respect to plant diversity and abundance, w
ildlife habitat and 

m
ovem

ent, soil productivity and stability, and w
ater quality and quantity.  

Y
es 

C
um

ulative im
pacts to plant diversity and abundance, w

ildlife habitat 
and m

ovem
ent, soil productivity and stability, and w

ater quality and 
quantity as a result of vegetation rem

oval are analyzed in S
ection 4.17 

C
um

ulative Im
pacts.  

1. A
llow

 for a sufficient num
ber and appropriate distribution of snags 

throughout the region’s forests to provide and m
aintain habitat for species 

dependent on such features.  
Y

es 

D
ow

ned snags w
ill not be rem

oved from
 the project area unless rem

oval 
is necessary to facilitate construction. In these areas, the snags w

ill be 
m

oved to the side of the R
O

W
 during construction and replaced once 

construction activities have been com
pleted. 

2. A
llow

 for an appropriate am
ount, level, and distribution of coarse w

oody 
debris (dow

ned w
oody m

aterial) throughout the region’s forests to m
aintain 

biological integrity, to stabilize soil, and to afford a reasonable level of fire 
safety.  

Y
es 

A
s described in C

hapter 3 – P
roject D

escription, salvaged brush and 
w

ood chips m
ay be respread in disturbed areas after seeding to 

encourage revegetation, w
here approved by landow

ner and agency 
agreem

ents.  

4. R
etain large trees as a principal com

ponent of late seral/old grow
th 

ecosystem
s.  

Y
es 

T
he rem

oval of old-grow
th trees w

ill be required for construction of the 
project. T

o com
pensate for perm

anent rem
oval of old-grow

th trees 
w

ithin designated P
A

C
s and H

om
e R

ange C
ore A

reas (H
R

C
A

s), S
P

P
C

o 
w

ill conduct additional protocol-level surveys. T
his effort is in support 

of the U
S

F
S

’s goal of locating the best suitable habitat in the area for the 
establishm

ent of additional C
alifornia spotted ow

l and northern goshaw
k 

P
A

C
s and H

R
C

A
s, consistent w

ith A
P

M
-B

IO
-13. S

P
P

C
o w

ill 
coordinate w

ith the U
S

F
S

 prior to conducting these surveys to identify 
areas of interest and existing surveys in these areas, if any.  

1. A
ll proposed actions shall consider im

pacts to w
ildlife.  

Y
es 

Im
pacts to w

ildlife identified in S
ection 4.4 B

iological R
esources, w

ill 
be reduced through the im

plem
entation of the m

easures outlined in 
A

P
M

-B
IO

-09 through A
PM

-B
IO

-22. 

2. R
iparian vegetation shall be protected and m

anaged for w
ildlife.  

Y
es 

R
iparian vegetation w

ill be protected and m
anaged for w

ildlife by 
lim

iting tree rem
oval to only the areas necessary for construction. In 

addition, trees or poles slated for rem
oval near an aquatic resource w

ill 
be felled aw

ay from
 the resource w

herever possible, as discussed in 
A

P
M

-B
IO

-28. 



 
A

tta
ch

m
en

t 4
.9

-A
: P

ol
ic

ie
s 

C
on

si
st

en
cy

 A
na

ly
si

s 
 S

ie
rr

a 
P

ac
if

ic
 P

ow
er

 C
om

pa
ny

 
Ju

ne
 2

01
0 

62
5 

an
d 

65
0 

L
in

e 
U

pg
ra

de
 P

ro
je

ct
 

4.
9-

A
-1

1 
 

A
ge

n
cy

 
P

la
n

 
P

ol
ic

y 
D

es
cr

ip
ti

on
 

C
on

si
st

en
cy

 
(Y

es
/N

o)
 

E
xp

la
n

at
io

n 

T
R

P
A

 (
co

nt
.)

 
R

eg
io

na
l P

la
n 

(c
on

t.)
 

1.
 E

nd
an

ge
re

d,
 th

re
at

en
ed

, r
ar

e,
 a

nd
 s

pe
ci

al
 in

te
re

st
 s

pe
ci

es
 s

ha
ll

 b
e 

pr
ot

ec
te

d 
an

d 
bu

ff
er

ed
 a

ga
in

st
 c

on
fl

ic
ti

ng
 la

nd
 u

se
s.

 
Y

es
 

T
he

 tr
an

sm
is

si
on

 li
ne

s 
an

d 
su

bs
ta

ti
on

s 
ar

e 
cu

rr
en

tl
y 

ex
is

ti
ng

 (
ex

ce
pt

 f
or

 
th

e 
ne

w
 lo

ca
ti

on
 o

f 
th

e 
62

5 
L

in
e)

 s
o 

th
er

e 
w

il
l b

e 
no

 n
ew

 la
nd

 u
se

 
co

nf
li

ct
s,

 a
s 

di
sc

us
se

d 
in

 S
ec

ti
on

 4
.9

 L
an

d 
U

se
. A

dd
it

io
na

ll
y,

 im
pa

ct
s 

to
 

sp
ec

ia
l-

st
at

us
 s

pe
ci

es
 w

il
l b

e 
m

in
im

iz
ed

 th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

im
pl

em
en

ta
ti

on
 o

f 
A

P
M

-B
IO

-0
2,

 A
P

M
-B

IO
-0

9,
 a

nd
 A

P
M

-B
IO

-1
1 

th
ro

ug
h 

A
P

M
-B

IO
-1

7.
 

1.
 R

es
to

re
 a

ll
 d

is
tu

rb
ed

 s
tr

ea
m

 e
nv

ir
on

m
en

t z
on

e 
la

nd
s 

in
 u

nd
ev

el
op

ed
, 

un
su

bd
iv

id
ed

 la
nd

s,
 a

nd
 r

es
to

re
 2

5 
pe

rc
en

t o
f 

th
e 

S
tr

ea
m

 E
nv

ir
on

m
en

t Z
on

e 
(S

E
Z

) 
la

nd
s 

th
at

 h
av

e 
be

en
 d

is
tu

rb
ed

, d
ev

el
op

ed
, o

r 
su

bd
iv

id
ed

.  
Y

es
 

P
er

 A
P

M
-B

IO
-3

6 
an

d 
A

PM
-H

Y
D

-0
4,

 a
ny

 d
is

tu
rb

an
ce

 to
 s

tr
ea

m
 

ch
an

ne
ls

, s
tr

ea
m

 b
an

ks
, a

nd
 r

ip
ar

ia
n 

ar
ea

s 
ca

us
ed

 b
y 

tr
ee

 a
nd

 p
ol

e 
re

m
ov

al
, p

ol
e 

in
st

al
la

ti
on

, o
r 

te
m

po
ra

ry
 a

cc
es

s 
w

il
l b

e 
re

st
or

ed
 to

 p
re

-
pr

oj
ec

t c
on

di
tio

ns
 f

ol
lo

w
in

g 
co

ns
tr

uc
ti

on
. 

5.
 N

o 
ne

w
 la

nd
 c

ov
er

ag
e 

or
 o

th
er

 p
er

m
an

en
t l

an
d 

di
st

ur
ba

nc
e 

sh
al

l b
e 

pe
rm

it
te

d 
in

 s
tr

ea
m

 e
nv

ir
on

m
en

t z
on

es
 e

xc
ep

t f
or

 th
os

e 
us

es
 a

s 
no

te
d 

in
 

A
-E

 b
el

ow
:  

A
. 

P
ub

li
c 

ou
td

oo
r 

re
cr

ea
ti

on
 f

ac
il

it
ie

s 
ar

e 
pe

rm
is

si
bl

e 
us

es
 in

 s
tr

ea
m

 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t z
on

es
 if

: 
1.

 
T

he
 p

ro
je

ct
 is

 a
 n

ec
es

sa
ry

 p
ar

t o
f 

a 
pu

bl
ic

 a
ge

nc
y’

s 
lo

ng
 r

an
ge

 
pl

an
s 

fo
r 

pu
bl

ic
 o

ut
do

or
 r

ec
re

at
io

n;
 

2.
 

T
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 is
 c

on
si

st
en

t w
it

h 
th

e 
re

cr
ea

ti
on

 e
le

m
en

t o
f 

th
e 

re
gi

on
al

 p
la

n;
 

3.
 

T
he

 p
ro

je
ct

, b
y 

it
s 

ve
ry

 n
at

ur
e,

 m
us

t b
e 

si
te

d 
in

 a
 s

tr
ea

m
 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t z

on
e;

 
4.

 
T

he
re

 is
 n

o 
fe

as
ib

le
 a

lt
er

na
ti

ve
 w

hi
ch

 w
ou

ld
 r

ed
uc

e 
th

e 
ex

te
nt

 
of

 e
nc

ro
ac

hm
en

t i
n 

st
re

am
 e

nv
ir

on
m

en
t z

on
es

; 
5.

 
T

he
 im

pa
ct

s 
ar

e 
fu

ll
y 

m
it

ig
at

ed
; 

6.
 

S
tr

ea
m

 e
nv

ir
on

m
en

t z
on

e 
la

nd
s 

ar
e 

re
st

or
ed

 in
 th

e 
am

ou
nt

 o
f 

1.
5 

ti
m

es
 th

e 
ar

ea
 o

f 
st

re
am

 e
nv

ir
on

m
en

t z
on

e 
w

hi
ch

 is
 

di
st

ur
be

d 
or

 d
ev

el
op

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t. 
B

. 
P

ub
li

c 
se

rv
ic

e 
fa

ci
li

ti
es

 a
re

 p
er

m
is

si
bl

e 
us

es
 in

 s
tr

ea
m

 e
nv

ir
on

m
en

t 
zo

ne
s 

if
: 

1.
 

T
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 is
 n

ec
es

sa
ry

 f
or

 p
ub

li
c 

he
al

th
, s

af
et

y,
 o

r 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l p

ro
te

ct
io

n;
 

2.
 

T
he

re
 is

 n
o 

re
as

on
ab

le
 a

lt
er

na
ti

ve
, i

nc
lu

di
ng

 s
pa

ns
, w

hi
ch

 
av

oi
ds

 o
r 

re
du

ce
s 

th
e 

ex
te

nt
 o

f 
en

cr
oa

ch
m

en
t i

n 
st

re
am

 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t z
on

es
; 

3.
 

T
he

 im
pa

ct
s 

ar
e 

fu
ll

y 
m

it
ig

at
ed

; a
nd

 
4.

 
S

tr
ea

m
 e

nv
ir

on
m

en
t z

on
e 

la
nd

s 
ar

e 
re

st
or

ed
 in

 th
e 

am
ou

nt
 o

f 
1.

5 
ti

m
es

 th
e 

ar
ea

 o
f 

st
re

am
 e

nv
ir

on
m

en
t z

on
e 

w
hi

ch
 is

 
di

st
ur

be
d 

or
 d

ev
el

op
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t. 

C
. 

P
ro

je
ct

s 
w

hi
ch

 r
eq

ui
re

 a
cc

es
s 

ac
ro

ss
 s

tr
ea

m
 e

nv
ir

on
m

en
t z

on
es

 to
 

ot
he

rw
is

e 
bu

il
da

bl
e 

si
te

s 
ar

e 
pe

rm
is

si
bl

e 
in

 S
E

Z
s 

if
: 

Y
es

 

T
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 in
vo

lv
es

 r
ep

la
ci

ng
 e

xi
st

in
g 

po
le

s 
w

it
hi

n 
S

E
Z

 la
nd

s.
 

H
ow

ev
er

, i
m

pa
ct

s 
to

 S
E

Z
 la

nd
s 

w
il

l b
e 

te
m

po
ra

ry
. I

n 
ad

di
ti

on
, t

he
 S

E
Z

s 
w

il
l b

e 
fu

lly
 r

es
to

re
d 

to
 p

re
co

ns
tr

uc
ti

on
 c

on
di

ti
on

s.
 T

he
se

 m
ea

su
re

s 
ar

e 
de

sc
ri

be
d 

in
 A

P
M

-H
Y

D
-0

4,
 A

P
M

-H
Y

D
-0

5,
 a

nd
 A

P
M

-H
Y

D
-0

7.
 



A
ttachm

ent 4.9-A
: P

olicies C
onsistency A

nalysis 
 

 June 2010 
S

ierra P
acific P

ow
er C

om
pany 

4.9-A
-12 

625 and 650 L
ine U

pgrade P
roject 

 

A
gen

cy 
P

lan
 

P
olicy D

escrip
tion

 
C

on
sisten

cy 
(Y

es/N
o) 

E
xp

lan
ation 

T
R

P
A

 (cont.) 
R

egional P
lan (cont.) 

1. 
T

here is no reasonable alternative, w
hich avoids or reduces the 

extent of encroachm
ent in the S

E
Z

; 
2. 

T
he im

pacts are fully m
itigated; and 

S
E

Z
 lands are restored in the am

ount of 1.5 tim
es the area of stream

 
environm

ent zone w
hich is disturbed or developed by the project. 

D
. 

N
ew

 developm
ent m

ay be perm
itted in m

an-m
odified stream

 
environm

ent zones w
here: 

1. 
T

he area no longer exhibits the characteristics of a stream
 

environm
ent zone; 

2. 
F

urther developm
ent w

ill not exacerbate the problem
s caused 

by developm
ent in stream

 environm
ent zones; 

3. 
R

estoration is infeasible; and 
4. 

M
itigation is provided to at least partially offset the losses 

w
hich w

ere caused by m
odification of the stream

 environm
ent. 

zones. 

E
. 

S
tream

 environm
ent zone restoration projects and erosion control 

projects.  

 
 

T
R

P
A

 
B

urton C
reek P

lan A
rea S

tatem
ent 

(P
A

S
) 

4. L
ogging road spurs in this area should be scarified and revegetated (p. 2) 

Y
es 

In general, existing roads w
ill be used to access the project w

ork areas 
and all new

 roads w
ill be tem

porary. T
em

porary spur roads w
ill only be 

used during construction activities and w
ill be returned to 

preconstruction conditions once project activities have been com
pleted. 

P
lacer C

ounty 
G

eneral P
lan

1 

6.A
.1 T

he C
ounty shall require the provision of sensitive habitat buffers w

hich 
shall, at a m

inim
um

, be m
easured as follow

s: 100 feet from
 the centerline of 

perennial stream
s, 50 feet from

 centerline of interm
ittent stream

s, and 50 feet 
from

 the edge of sensitive habitats to be protected including riparian zones, 
w

etlands, old grow
th w

oodlands, and the habitat of rare, threatened or 
endangered species (see discussion of sensitive habitat buffers in Part I of this 
P

olicy D
ocum

ent). B
ased on m

ore detailed inform
ation supplied as a part of 

the review
 for a specific project, the C

ounty m
ay determ

ine that such setbacks 
are not applicable in a particular instance or should be m

odified based on the 
new

 inform
ation provided. T

he C
ounty m

ay, how
ever, allow

 exceptions, such 
as in the follow

ing cases: 
a. R

easonable use of the property w
ould otherw

ise be denied; 
b. T

he location is necessary to avoid or m
itigate hazards to the public; 

c. T
he location is necessary for the repair of roads, bridges, trails, or sim

ilar 
infrastructure; or 
d. T

he location is necessary for the construction of new
 roads, bridges, trails, 

or sim
ilar infrastructure w

here the C
ounty determ

ines there is no feasible 
alternative and the project has m

inim
ized environm

ental im
pacts through 

project design and infrastructure placem
ent. 

Y
es 

S
om

e of the existing poles that w
ill be replaced are located in sensitive 

habitat, how
ever, the project has been sited in the area because there is 

no feasible alternative. P
roject im

pacts w
ill be m

inim
ized by project 

design and the placem
ent of the new

 poles, w
hich w

ill avoid sensitive 
areas to the extent possible. A

dditionally, w
hile the upgrades and 

m
odifications proposed for this project are necessary to m

aintain reliable 
electric transm

ission to the north L
ake T

ahoe area, S
P

P
C

o w
ill m

inim
ize 

vehicle and equipm
ent usage w

ithin stream
 channels and other aquatic 

resources to only those pieces of equipm
ent required for tree rem

oval or 
to establish access. A

s further described in A
P

M
-H

Y
D

-07, S
P

P
C

o w
ill 

construct tem
porary access roads to access either side of the resource or 

w
ill utilize existing bridges, w

here feasible, in order to cross these 
features, to m

inim
ize the need to install tem

porary bridges. If there are 
no existing crossings and the construction of tem

porary roads m
ay cause 

greater resource im
pact, S

P
P

C
o w

ill install tim
ber m

ats or other 
m

aterials suitable for a tem
porary bridge. If bridges are installed over 

stream
s w

ith discernable flow
, all attem

pts w
ill be m

ade to span the 
channel. Im

pacts to special-status species and associated habitat w
ill be 

m
inim

ized through the im
plem

entation of m
easures outlined in A

P
M

-
B

IO
-09, A

P
M

-B
IO

-12 through A
P

M
-B

IO
-17, and A

P
M

-B
IO

-22. 

                                                      
1 P

olicies found in the P
lacer C

ounty G
eneral P

lan containing a discussion on “developm
ent” w

ere interpreted as residential and com
m

ercial developm
ent; therefore, policies discussing developm

ent w
ere excluded from

 this evaluation. 
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equire an archaeological survey by a qualified professional w
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there is evidence of an archaeological or paleontological site w
ithin a 

proposed project area, is determ
ined to be a high likelihood for occurrence of 

such sites, or w
here a project involves substantial site disturbance. 
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recorded sites. T
he survey crew
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o 

protect these sites during construction, S
P

P
C

o w
ill im

plem
ent A

P
M

-
C

U
L

-02 through A
P

M
-C

U
L

-05, w
hich include ceasing w

ork in the 
vicinity of the find and contacting a qualified historical archaeologist to 
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ill include excavation and grading activities. 
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hese activities could alter existing slope profiles, m
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as a result of over-excavation of slope m

aterial, steepening of the slope, 
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ever, as described in A
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-01, a 

geotechnical survey of pole installation sites w
ill be conducted prior to 

construction to identify and evaluate potentially unstable areas w
here 

landslides could occur. A
s a result, the project w
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ass soil 

m
ovem

ent.  
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 no land-disturbing activities on land classed as extrem
ely unstable, 

unless a geotechnical investigation determ
ines certain activities are 

appropriate. 
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survey of pole installation sites w
ill be conducted prior to construction 

to identify and evaluate potentially unstable areas. 
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here soils are susceptible to com

paction and puddling, m
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ize the area 
covered by heavy equipm

ent or operate w
hen soils are least susceptible to 
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age. 
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ork in areas w

ith saturated soil conditions w
ill be scheduled to 

coincide w
ith dry conditions to the extent possible. A
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et conditions. 
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In general, existing roads w
ill be used to access the project w

ork areas 
and all new

 roads w
ill be tem

porary. In addition, a geotechnical analysis 
of the pole installation sites w

ill be conducted prior to construction to 
identify potentially unstable areas, as described in A

P
M

-G
E

O
-01. T

his 
survey w

ill be used in the design and siting of new
 tem

porary and 
perm

anent access roads to pole w
ork areas and other project locations.  
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A
gen

cy 
P

lan
 

P
olicy D

escrip
tion

 
C

on
sisten

cy 
(Y

es/N
o) 

E
xp

lan
ation 

U
S

F
S

 (cont.) 
L

T
B

M
U

 F
orest P

lan (cont.) 

E
nsure that tem

porary erosion control m
easures w

ill be place prior to 
com

m
encing any soil disturbing activities. 

Y
es 

T
he project w

ill be constructed in accordance w
ith the conditions in the 

project’s S
W

P
P

P
. T

he S
W

P
P

P
 w

ill detail the B
M

P
s that w

ill be 
im

plem
ented to m

inim
ize erosion, topsoil loss, stabilize areas of ground 

disturbance, reduce sedim
ent transfer, and control storm

w
ater flow

 from
 

the project site. T
he S

W
P

P
P

 w
ill specify that appropriate erosion control 

m
easures m

ust be in place prior to the com
m

encem
ent of soil 

disturbance. 

M
aintain protective groundcover (duff, litter, or slash) or vegetative cover to 

m
inim

ize soil erosion. A
reas in w

hich the soil resource is continuously 
im

pacted by recreation use w
ill be considered an ongoing priority. 

Y
es 

S
P

P
C

o w
ill m

inim
ize the am

ount of brush and tree clearing, grading, 
and excavation to only the areas necessary for construction. W

here 
disturbance is required to establish access to pole w

ork sites, forest duff, 
litter, snags, and slash w

ill be salvaged and stored on the side of the 
R

O
W

 during construction. W
ood chips m

ay also be spread out in 
disturbed areas for erosion control purposes to a m

axim
um

 depth of 3 
inches. T

o facilitate revegetation, control erosion, and capture nutrients, 
salvaged brush and w

ood chips w
ill be respread in disturbed areas 

during reclam
ation and after seeding, w

here approved by landow
ner and 

agency agreem
ents. 

M
inim

ize soil displacem
ent w

hen grading slopes or w
hen piling brush or 

slash. 
Y

es 

S
P

P
C

o w
ill m

inim
ize the am

ount of brush and tree clearing, grading, 
and excavation to only the areas necessary for construction. A

s specified 
in the project’s S

W
P

P
P

, vegetation clearing and grading activities w
ill 

be conducted in a m
anner that m

inim
izes soil displacem

ent, and 
appropriate B

M
P

s w
ill be im

plem
ented to m

inim
ize soil transfer and 

off-site sedim
entation. 

W
here past m

anagem
ent activities have reduced soil productivity, im

prove 
soil productivity by respreading displaced topsoil, by using tillage to increase 
porosity, by increasing nutrient supplies through the addition of fertilizer 
(utilizing the T

R
P

A
 guidelines for fertilizer use), or by increasing nutrient 

holding capacity through the addition of organic m
atter. 

Y
es 

P
rior to excavation, topsoil w

ill be salvaged, w
here present, from

 the 
area to be excavated and any areas that w

ill be used for spoil storage. 
T

opsoil w
ill be stored w

ithin the pole w
ork area and kept separate from

 
subsoil m

aterial, and respread follow
ing pole installation to facilitate 

revegetation of the w
ork site. W

here disturbance is required to establish 
access or pole w

ork sites, forest duff, litter, snags, and slash w
ill be 

salvaged prior to grading and excavation and stored on the side of the 
R

O
W

 during construction. T
o facilitate revegetation, control erosion, 

and capture nutrients, salvaged brush and w
ood chips w

ill be respread in 
disturbed areas during reclam

ation and after seeding, w
here approved by 

landow
ner and agency agreem

ents. S
P

P
C

o w
ill use the T

R
P

A
’s B

M
P

 
M

anual should the use of fertilizer becom
e necessary for restoration of 

disturbed areas. 

T
R

P
A

 
R

egional P
lan 

6. G
rading, filling, clearing of vegetation (w

hich disturbs soil), or other 
disturbances of the soil are prohibited during inclem

ent w
eather and for the 

resulting period of tim
e w

hen the site is covered w
ith snow

 or is in a saturated, 
m

uddy, or unstable condition. S
pecial regulations and construction techniques 

w
ill apply to all construction activities occurring betw

een O
ctober 15 and M

ay 
1. 

Y
es 

C
onstruction in areas w

ith saturated soil conditions w
ill be scheduled to 

coincide w
ith the dry season—

S
eptem

ber until the first rain/snow
—

 to 
the extent possible. W

here soil disturbance is required after O
ctober 15, 

S
P

P
C

o w
ill coordinate w

ith the T
R

P
A

 to review
 the project’s S

W
P

P
P

, 
w

hich w
ill outline the m

easures that w
ill be im

plem
ented w

hen w
orking 

in w
et w

eather or saturated soil conditions.  
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P

la
n

 
P

ol
ic

y 
D

es
cr

ip
ti

on
 

C
on

si
st

en
cy

 
(Y

es
/N

o)
 

E
xp

la
n

at
io

n 

T
R

P
A

 (
co

nt
.)

 
R

eg
io

na
l P

la
n 

(c
on

t.)
 

2.
 A

ll
 p

er
so

ns
 w

ho
 o

w
n 

la
nd

 a
nd

 a
ll

 p
ub

li
c 

ag
en

ci
es

 w
hi

ch
 m

an
ag

e 
pu

bl
ic

 
la

nd
s 

in
 th

e 
L

ak
e 

T
ah

oe
 B

as
in

 s
ha

ll
 p

ut
 B

M
P

s 
in

 p
la

ce
; m

ai
nt

ai
n 

th
ei

r 
B

M
P

s;
 

pr
ot

ec
t v

eg
et

at
io

n 
on

 th
ei

r 
la

nd
 f

ro
m

 u
nn

ec
es

sa
ry

 d
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ag
e;

 a
nd

 r
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to
re

 th
e 

di
st
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d 
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n 
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r 
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nd

. 

Y
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T
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 w
il

l b
e 

co
ns

tr
uc

te
d 

in
 a

cc
or

da
nc

e 
w

it
h 

th
e 

co
nd
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io

ns
 in

 th
e 
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oj

ec
t’

s 
S

W
P

P
P

. T
he

 S
W

P
P

P
 w

il
l d

et
ai

l t
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 B
M

P
s 
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at

 w
il

l b
e 

im
pl
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d 

to
 m

in
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iz
e 
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 to
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l l
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 s
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f 
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 r
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uc
e 
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m
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t t
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 a
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 s

to
rm

w
at

er
 f

lo
w

 f
ro

m
 

th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t s

it
e.

 I
n 

ad
di

ti
on

, a
re

as
 d
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uc

ti
on

 a
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l b
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 d
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i.e
., 
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, l
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n,
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si
ve
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).
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h 

A
P

M
-G

E
O

-0
1,

 S
P

P
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o 
w

il
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a 
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er

ed
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 c
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e 

co
de

s 
an

d 
se

is
m

ic
 s

ta
nd

ar
ds

 a
re

 a
de

qu
at

el
y 

ad
dr

es
se

d 
in

 th
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T
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 b
y 
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e 
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 c
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P
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E
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H
azard

s an
d

 H
azard

ou
s M

aterials 

U
S

F
S

 
L

T
B

M
U

 F
orest P

lan 

D
o not allow

 solid and liquid w
astes to be discharged on or in the soil or 

w
ater, w

ith the exception of vegetative debris from
 forest m

anagem
ent 

practices, clean earth and rock disposed of in approved locations, and w
astes 

for w
hich special w

aivers have been granted by state w
ater quality protection 

agencies. 

Y
es 

S
P

P
C

o w
ill develop a S

pill P
revention C

ontrol and C
ounterm

easure 
P

lan for each substation, w
hich w

ill contain the proper procedures for 
storage, handling, spill response, and disposal of hazardous m

aterials, 
including fueling, m

aintenance, spill containm
ent, leak inspection, and 

clean-up procedures. T
he plans w

ill also identify the spill-response 
m

aterials that m
ust be m

aintained in vehicles and at substation sites 
during construction. T

hese plans w
ill be im

plem
ented during project 

construction. F
urther, all transform

ers w
ill be equipped w

ith secondary 
containm

ent basins to contain any leaks and spills. C
onstruction of the 

project w
ill result in w

aste generated from
 the use of portable chem

ical 
toilets. N

o hazardous m
aterials are required for operation and 

m
aintenance other than the fluids that are currently used to operate 

m
aintenance vehicles, w

hich include gasoline, diesel, antifreeze, m
otor 

oil, transm
ission fluid, etc. Im

pacts of w
hich w

ill be m
inim

ized w
ith the 

im
plem

entation of a S
P

C
C

 P
lan for each substation. 

P
lacer C

ounty 
G

eneral P
lan 

8.D
.2. T

he C
ounty shall lim

it land uses in airport safety zones to those uses 
listed in the applicable airport com

prehensive land use plans (C
L

U
P

s) as 
com

patible uses. E
xceptions shall be m

ade only as provided for in the C
L

U
P

s. 
S

uch uses shall also be regulated to ensure com
patibility in term

s of location, 
height, and noise. 

Y
es 

T
he project com

ponents w
ill be located in com

patibility zones C
, D

, and 
E

 of the T
ruckee-T

ahoe A
irport L

and U
se C

om
patibility P

lan (A
L

U
C

P
). 

A
ccording to the A

L
U

C
P

, they are not considered prohibited uses w
ithin 

these zones because they are characterized as critical com
m

unity 
infrastructure. T

o ensure safety, S
P

P
C

o w
ill consult w

ith the F
oothill 

A
irport L

and U
se C

om
m

ission on the height increase of the poles prior 
to construction of the project. 

8.G
.1. T

he C
ounty shall ensure that the use and disposal of hazardous 

m
aterials in the C

ounty com
plies w

ith local, state, and federal safety 
standards. 

Y
es 

S
P

P
C

o w
ill use and dispose of hazardous m

aterials in accordance w
ith 

all local, state, and federal safety standards.  

8.G
.6. T

he C
ounty shall require secondary containm

ent and periodic 
exam

ination for all storage of toxic m
aterials. 

Y
es 

S
P

P
C

o w
ill install lined secondary containm

ent basins surrounding the 
footing of the one replacem

ent transform
er and three new

 transform
ers 

in order to reduce the potential for leaks. A
ll substation and transm

ission 
line facilities w

ill undergo routine m
aintenance inspections. 

H
yd

rology 

U
S

F
S

 
T

N
F

 F
orest P

lan  

T
o protect w

atershed resources, m
eet the follow

ing standards for road 
construction, road reconstruction, and road relocation: (1) design new

 stream
 

crossings and replacem
ent stream

 crossings for at least the 100-year flood, 
including bedload and debris; (2) design stream

 crossings to m
inim

ize the 
diversion of stream

 flow
 out of the channel and dow

n the road in the event of 
a crossing failure; (3) design stream

 crossings to m
inim

ize disruption of 
natural hydrologic flow

 paths, including m
inim

izing diversion of stream
 flow

 
and interception of surface and subsurface w

ater; (4) avoid w
etlands or 

m
inim

ize effects to natural flow
 patterns in w

etlands; and (5) avoid road 
construction in m

eadow
s. 

Y
es 

S
P

P
C

o w
ill not create any new

 perm
anent stream

 crossings and all 
tem

porary stream
 crossings w

ill be designed to m
inim

ize the diversion 
of stream

 flow
 of the channel in the event of a crossing failure, per 

A
P

M
-H

Y
D

-07. A
dditionally, tem

porary stream
s w

ill be designed to 
m

inim
ize the disruption of natural hydrologic flow

 paths. B
ecause the 

project involves replacing existing poles, no changes to flow
 patterns 

w
ill occur.  
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 d

is
ch

ar
ge

 o
f 

m
un

ic
ip

al
 o

r 
in

du
st

ri
al

 w
as

te
w

at
er

s 
to

 th
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 p
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E
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P
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ounty 
(cont.) 

G
eneral P

lan (cont.) 

6.A
.7. T

he C
ounty shall discourage grading activities during the rainy season, 

unless adequately m
itigated, to avoid sedim

entation of creeks and dam
age to 

riparian habitat. 
Y

es 

G
rading activities m

ay occur in tem
porary w

ork areas, helicopter 
landing zones, access roads, staging areas, and conductor pulling 
locations. H

ow
ever, to m

inim
ize the potential for sedim

ent runoff, 
ground-disturbing w

ork w
ill be scheduled to coincide w

ith the local dry 
season—

sum
m

er and fall—
to the greatest extent possible.  If w

ork m
ust 

take place in saturated soil conditions, as described in A
P

M
-H

Y
D

-07, 
access w

ill be lim
ited to the m

inim
um

 area feasible for construction and 
B

M
P

s, including the use of w
ide-track or low

 ground pressure 
equipm

ent, w
ill be im

plem
ented.  

P
4.5 R

equire new
 infrastructure and developm

ent to be designed and built to 
m

anage storm
w

ater runoff and to m
inim

ize or elim
inate harm

ful im
pacts to 

property prone to flooding, w
ater quality, and riparian, w

etland, and m
eadow

 
habitats. W

hen infrastructure is replaced or retrofitted, require the upgrading 
of storm

w
ater m

anagem
ent system

s to m
inim

ize or elim
inate these im

pacts. 

Y
es 

S
P

P
C

o w
ill im

plem
ent the B

M
P

s outlined in the project’s S
W

P
P

P
, 

w
hich w

ill be developed based on the R
W

Q
C

B
 B

M
P

 M
anual and T

R
P

A
 

B
M

P
 M

anual, to m
anage storm

w
ater runoff during construction. T

he 
m

ajority of the new
 poles w

ill be located w
ithin 10 feet of the existing 

poles, w
ill not be significantly larger in diam

eter, and w
ill be too sm

all 
to im

pede flood flow
s. T

he m
odifications at the substations w

ill not 
result in an increase in flood hazards as the existing facilities are not 
located w

ithin or adjacent to any 100-year-flood zones. A
dditionally, the 

substations w
ill be designed to m

anage storm
w

ater during operation and 
m

aintenance. T
herefore, there w

ill be no perm
anent im

pacts to flood 
flow

s or storm
w

ater runoff as a result of the project. 

P
11.2 P

rotect surface and groundw
ater resources from

 contam
ination from

 
runoff containing pollutants and sedim

ent, through im
plem

entation of the 
L

ahontan R
W

Q
C

B
’s B

M
P

s. 
Y

es 

S
P

P
C

o w
ill im

plem
ent the B

M
P

s outlined in the project’s S
W

P
P

P
 

during all stages of project construction to reduce w
ater quality im

pacts. 
In addition to the R

W
Q

C
B

’s B
M

P
 M

anual, the T
R

P
A

’s B
M

P
 M

anual 
w

ill be used for w
ork w

ithin the L
ake T

ahoe B
asin. In the event of a 

conflict betw
een the tw

o plans, the m
ore stringent m

easure w
ill apply. 

L
an

d
 U

se  

T
R

P
A

 
R

egional P
lan U

pdate, 2009  
A

lso, the P
lan U

pdate w
ill prohibit new

 high-voltage utility lines and tow
ers 

that are not required to serve the T
ahoe B

asin (i.e., lines w
hich prim

arily serve 
areas outside the B

asin).  
Y

es 

T
he project does not include constructing a new

 transm
ission system

, 
but rather involves upgrades to an existing system

. It is being proposed 
to increase the reliability of the existing north L

ake T
ahoe transm

ission 
system

 and accom
m

odate planned grow
th in and around the L

ake T
ahoe 

B
asin. W

hile portions of the facilities are located outside of the confines 
of the L

ake T
ahoe B

asin, the prim
ary service areas are K

ings B
each and 

T
ahoe C

ity, w
hich are located w

ithin the L
ake T

ahoe B
asin. T

he 
transm

ission system
 also serves the N

orthstar area, w
hich serves as an 

im
portant tourist destination in the L

ake T
ahoe area. T

he additional 
capacity provided by the project w

ill accom
m

odate the increased 
electrical dem

ands of the N
orthstar resort and support increasing tourism

 
in the L

ake T
ahoe region.  

T
R

P
A

 
R

egional P
lan 

E
xpansion of public services and facilities should be phased in to m

eet the 
needs of new

 developm
ent w

ithout creating inefficiencies from
 overexpansion 

or under-expansion.  
Y

es 

T
he S

P
P

C
o 629 L

ine w
as upgraded in 2008. S

P
P

C
o is increm

entally 
rebuilding the existing system

 in the north L
ake T

ahoe area. T
he 625 

and 650 L
ine U

pgrade P
roject is being proposed in response to current 

population projections and existing electrical dem
and in the north L

ake 
T

ahoe area. A
t a 1 percent load grow

th rate, the additional capacity 
provided by this project w

ould m
eet the needs of the area for about 20 

years. A
t a 2-percent load grow

th rate, the capacity w
ould be sufficient 

for about 11 years. 
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6. T
he P

lan w
ill perm

it uses only if they are consistent w
ith the noise 

standards. S
ound proofing practices m

ay be required on all structures 
containing uses that w

ould otherw
ise adversely im

pact the prescribed noise 
levels.  

Y
es 

A
s described in S

ection 4.11 N
oise, the project w

ill be in com
pliance 

w
ith the prescribed T

R
P

A
 noise standards. 

P
lacer C

ounty 
G

eneral P
lan 

9. A
.2 T

he C
ounty shall require that noise created by new

 non-transportation 
noise sources be m

itigated so as not to exceed the noise level standards of 
T

able 9-1 as m
easured im

m
ediately w

ithin the property line of lands 
designated for noise-sensitive uses. 

Y
es 

A
s described in S

ection 4.11 N
oise, the project w

ill be in com
pliance 

w
ith P

lacer C
ounty noise standards. 

9. A
.4 Im

pulsive noise produced by blasting should not be subject to the 
criteria listed in T

able 9-1. S
ingle event im

pulsive noise levels produced by 
gunshots or blasting shall not exceed a peak linear overpressure of 122 db, or 
a C

-w
eighted S

ound E
xposure L

evel (S
E

L
) of 98 dB

C
. T

he cum
ulative noise 

level from
 im

pulsive sounds such as gunshots and blasting shall not exceed 60 
dB

 L
C

dn or C
N

E
L

C
 on any given day. T

hese standards shall be applied at the 
property line of a receiving land use. 

Y
es 

B
lasting w

ill not be im
plem

ented as a part of the project; instead, 
soundless chem

ical dem
olition agents w

ill be utilized in rocky areas 
w

here norm
al excavation m

ethods are unable to m
eet project excavation 

specifications. 

9. A
.5 W

here proposed non-residential land uses are likely to produce noise 
levels exceeding the perform

ance standards of T
able 9-1 at existing or planned 

noise-sensitive uses, the C
ounty shall require subm

ission of an acoustical 
analysis as part of the environm

ental review
 process so that noise m

itigation 
m

ay be included in the project design. T
he requirem

ents for the content of an 
acoustical analysis are listed in T

able 9-2. 

Y
es 

A
s described in S

ection 4.11 N
oise, the project w

ill be in com
pliance 

w
ith P

lacer C
ounty noise standards. 

9. A
.12 W

here noise m
itigation m

easures are required to achieve the standards 
of T

ables 9-1 and 9-3, the em
phasis of such m

easures shall be placed upon site 
planning and project design. T

he use of noise barriers shall be considered as a 
m

eans of achieving the noise standards only after all other practical design-
related noise m

itigation m
easures have been integrated into the project. 

Y
es 

A
s described in S

ection 4.11 N
oise, the project w

ill be in com
pliance 

w
ith P

lacer C
ounty noise standards. 

T
ow

n of T
ruckee 

T
ruckee G

eneral P
lan 

P
2.1 R

equire m
itigation of all significant noise im

pacts as a condition of 
approval. 

Y
es 

A
P

M
-N

O
I-05 thorough A

P
M

-N
O

I-08 have been developed in order to 
reduce all noise from

 the project to the less-than-significant level. 

P
2.2 R

equire preparation of a noise analysis/acoustical study, w
hich is to 

include recom
m

endations for m
itigation, for all proposed projects w

hich m
ay 

result in potentially significant noise im
pacts to nearby noise sensitive land 

uses such as residences. 

Y
es 

A
s described in S

ection 4.11 N
oise, the project w

ill be in com
pliance 

w
ith the T

ow
n of T

ruckee’s noise standards. 

P
2.3 R

equire preparation of a noise analysis/acoustical study, w
hich is to 

include recom
m

endations for m
itigation, for all proposed developm

ent w
ithin 

noise-im
pacted areas that m

ay be exposed to levels greater than “norm
ally 

acceptable.”  
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