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NORTHERN GEYSERS AREA REINFORCEMENT PROJECT PERMIT TO
CONSTRUCT (A.98-06-039)

COMMENTS AND RESPONSES TO COMMENTS ON

THE DRAFT MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION (SCH#98102036)
AND DRAFT INITIAL STUDY

1. INTRODUCTION

On October 16, 1998, the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) released for public
review a Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration and Draft Initial Study for the proposed
reinforcement of the Northern Geysers Power Line System Project in the Known Geysers
Resource Area at the Eagle Rock Substation approximately 11 miles south of Clear Lake and the
Fulton Substation located approximately 2 miles north of the City of Santa Rosa at the
intersection of Highway 101 and River Road, both located in Sonoma County, California, in
compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and Rule 17.1 of the CPUC's
Rules of Practice and Procedure. The reports were filed with the State Clearinghouse on that
date. A minimum 30-day review and comment period (CEQA Guidelines § 15105) began on that
date. The official public review period closed on November 16, 1998. The CPUC isthe Lead
Agency for the application and is responsible for compliance with CEQA. The CPUC has
prepared aresponse to all comments received during the public review period on the content of
the Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration and the appended Initial Study. This document isa
compilation of all written comments received by the CPUC on the documents. This document
also presents responses to the comments.

Section 2 of this document contains the comment |etters. Each comment letter was assigned a
letter of the a phabet for tracking, indicated in the upper right hand corner of the letter. Each
comment was assigned a number, placed in the margin of the letter, that does not necessarily
coincide with the numbering provided by the comment writer. All comment |etters have been
reproduced in their entirety in this document.

Section 3 of this document presents the responses to the comment letters. Responses are
organized by letter in the assigned alphabetical order and keyed to the assigned comment number.
Comments stating an individual’ s or group’ s position on an issue and comments on whether the
project should or should not be approved are noted without additional response.
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2. COMMENT LETTERS

Thefollowingisalist of comment letters received on the Draft Negative Declaration:

A Antero A. Rivasplata, State of California, Governor's Office of Planning and Research,
November 13, 1998.

B John E. Marcucci, 700 River Road, Fulton, Caifornia, October 16, 1998.
C John E. Marcucci, 700 River Road, Fulton, Caifornia, December 3, 1998.

Each of the above lettersis reproduced in this section.
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Subject: PG & E NORTHLRMN GEYSERS RENFORCEMENT PROJELT
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Trcar STEFHEM EL TLEDGE:
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raview, The review period is closed and none of the sw=te agenciss have eommanee. This leter
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ENENGY DIviminy B
SBECT 20 Al 5}

70O Fiver Hoad
Fulten, & 98L30-221%
Cokober 15, 1GG4

Stepnean Rutledgs, C7UC Frofect Manager

Colifornia Fublis Ukllitiss Commiszaion, Enawngy Dlvialion
E0S Van Kaas 4venus .

Gan ranalgeo, CA Q102

Deaw Mr. dutladgs:

Tniz 42 o rvaport thot T sm totelly againmast the forther expanslon of
Ehe Fulton Fowar S=ation anmd mist protest any ackion In thls dlrectlon.

Your ausrent atetisn hzz already btelpled 1in sige over the laat faw

Tears. Malntenznce &F khe current mega-plant is abemiranle, There Ia

no orotective 30113 wall o aarroand tha purrent zite - lak zlane the
proscasd (nersaas ol powsre, The Fulton Papkc & Rlde ls direzily in front
of your z2lant. Vandals get & clear vlaw of Four gperatisn - there has
alraady heen & "beoms acare” recuirlng thet the sheriff Rad to shut down
Eiver Bead while thar szarchad for thas bomb. 4 maior hotel and restaurant
2i78 BorosE: Lne atpreeth.

Weeds abound on yeur peopersy, Dlasased prune trees line the acreage to
the wess, and fring feslducus tress are axpected Uo provids camoullage of
ewe sower termlinela. 413 tnls - at tre entrance to the szenlc routs to
ko gusalen River., Thae situation fs so bad fhat, on Bepierbex 27, 1998,
I filed a aertifled lstter of zomplaink with Gerdon Zmitn, Presldent of
the Fasifis Zas & Zlectris Jompany lwith ecples fto the Zoncma Zounty
Bpars af Eupervlaora).

“w aidition, you have pecently daclded to locete nower linas an bobh =idas
a* Rivar Boed batwesen the Highway 101 and Ehe fown of Fulton - wito no
gazements from kths properiy owneers. You may have an aprsament with tha
road eomrizaion buot vou have ne agraement with the property cwners, nd
campensatian hes been psid to any of us, and your decision may certainly
add to oup myopertyls depreciatiorn should we ever decide 6o gell. Your
ane Mepa-pola lz less than 50-feat from wy living room. TeZevizZion racsp-
ktom 13 imp=ssziblas wea fave hud To resort ©o zatellite delivery of ths
zignsl,

Waule you liks && llve aeross the strest “ram such a statlon? You have
demonstrated clearly that you canmet maintain the current factlity., The
Fiultan plant iz a visual dlsgrace and an vnsale aperation. I cannot agres
to &n expanalsn of the problem.




TAD Flvaer Hoad
Fulton, C4  Schig-f819
Decarbar 3, 1593

Mr. S2tava Rutledgs

Sallfornia Fubliz Ut1litles Commiasicon, Chergy Division
ROE Wan Ness Avenue, Fourth Floce

San Franslacc, CA  9L102

Despr Mr, Rutl:dz=:

This 1s ir raferenes to eorresgendence from Jokn Minte Alaerediting my
pracest of the propossd North Cevsers Area BelnfToarcenent Project which
tne public was Inwlted to crltiqus. Mr. Mintr sesms to fesl bhnet =r
letser to you was slmply regerding the aspearance of the Folton ststion
end nothime more. 1il. slmoly iz o t2uz. He Ras chezen "2 goiiber an
the appsarance zoints of my letber and zurposelr left sut obher comrests,

Wren your srilginal eorressondence told us of the N3AZ? propozsl, ke
taterisals wers zent bo ry attorney, Sradford DeMeo. HAr. DeMeo and +'s
gtaff reviewed tha proposal =nd reported back S0 ma o2 Acgust 11, 1952,
They felt that I ahould flle a let-sr of zrotest - feelinz bthet the move
by F.G.&E., mlget ke deprezi=ting o my property valuas - and I sgresd witk
bhelr flndinga. My 2sravicouws Istber t2 you zlearly spesks azous this ard
atates further that the 2.53.&3. recsntly took the south alde of River Spad
foer high voltage line=s with no saserenta or compensation to the proverty
pwnersd. Cartalnly, wires deface the grea znd this defacemant reflapta
appearance, tut pernana My, Mintz fsels that he can comnlete the 5ZARTD
grontsal witheub the ezxzensisn of wlres. T serisuasly dsubt 1t.

F

Our rancn iz already a myrlad of algh woltege lines. TResently, tha Cpen
SGpaze Dlabrlat smvaluated my propsrty for =s=cgquisition as & prozerve, Aan
indapandent appreiser was ausmonsd for zl= evelusticn., Thke press=t F.5.%5,
conatructiszn on twoe sides of ny oropsrty waa ncted in Ehelp rerort = alons
with Lthe atatsment: U . . and there are wlres golng in every diresction . ..
Thalr repert shows that the ranch was approprliesely depreciated. 3 ince
Ehat avaluatien, the P.G.&5. hes fraely taven 2 third side 2f ny croperts
for thelr high voltage linee! I rexain aorry that it 13 ao dirfisa’s Por
Ap. Mintz Lo underatand why we nave prosesied bhe N3ARF prooosal.  Just how
muen nore showeld otne projerty owner bs ssked to andure for bhe "bebtrartent
af the wnole?"

I continue £2 be in Alsapgreercent with the NZABP prepoaal,

a2t

Zincepe l:.ilé! (_;2




3. RESPONSES TO COMMENTSBY LETTER

LETTER A

Antero A. Rivasplata,
State of California
Governor's Office of Planning and Research
November 13, 1998

1) Comment noted.

LETTER B

John E. Marcucci, 700 River Road
Fulton, Cdlifornia,
October 16, 1998

1)  Comment noted.

2.)  Theadditional facilities PG& E is proposing to construct at the Fulton substation
are part of alarger project involving a substation in the Known Geysers
Resource Area (KGRA) and the connecting conductors between the two
substations. Because PG&E is proposing to construct a new line within the
KGRA that isnot: on utility property; within a utility right of way, easement or
franchise agreement; nor within a designated utility corridor, the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) was triggered requiring an environmental
review of the entire project.

Commission staff is required to review the utility’s proposal and determine if the
proposal will create a significant effect on the environment according to the
criteriaof CEQA. In our draft mitigated negative declaration issued on October
16, 1998, we found that PG& E’ s proposal would not significantly affect the
environment when certain mitigation measures were included in the proposal.

The issues you brought to the Commission concerning previously constructed
PG&E poles, PG& E construction and its affect on your property value, and the
ongoing safety concerns of the location of the Fulton substation, are not issues
staff may addressin its CEQA review. CEQA reviews are specifically pointed
towards changes in the environment that may occur as aresult of a proposed
project.



3)

1)
2)

3)

The one issue which you addressed that we did consider in our CEQA review is
the effect of the proposed project on public views and visual aesthetics. There
will be 3 new 40 foot poles and three new 70 foot poles on substation property
along Highway 1. These new poleswill be, for the most part, shielded from
Highway 1 by current vegetation and proposed plantings. From your property,
these new poleswill be at the far side of the Fulton substation, and should hardly
be noticeable by the unaccustomed eye beyond the current facilities at the
substation.

Although Commission staff found that PG& E’ s proposed project would not have
asignificant affect on visual aesthetics, PG& E did agree to additional
maintenance and landscaping improvements at the Fulton substation as a result
of your letter of complaint to the company concerning these matters. At this
point, Commission staff cannot require PG& E to provide any additional relief to
you.

Your letterswill become part of the file in this matter. However, because your
first letter was not received within 30 days of the date of PG& E’ s application
and because it was not filed in accordance with the Commission’s Rules of
Practice and Procedure (Article 12, Protests and Responses to Applications), it
was not considered aformal protest to the application. However, both of your
letters were considered as comments on the proposal.

Comment noted.

LETTERC
John E. Marcucci, 700 River Road

Fulton, Cdlifornia,
December 3, 1998

Comment noted.
Please see response to comment B2.

Comment noted.



