
.. :Decision No • . /1 r &:'3 
:ES]'O:aE: TE::& 3:AILAOA.:D OOUinSSION OF mE STATE OF OALIFO:m:tA-

In the mtter of the ttpplies.tion of J@ ~~ ~ rrn ~ 00· ~R 
M. Z. FA!USSfor a certificate of ) lIU1'illij .. ,lnn II '. u. n._, 
publie convenience and necessity to ) ~ u~ ~ ~~ 
operate a::ie.u.to:nobile "truck' line 'for ) 
the ,es.rr,ying· of freight between sac::s.- ) A:Pplication No. 839'1. 
:::nento on the one hand and Neva.da. Oi ty ) 
and, intermediate pOints:, between Auburn ) 
and E'eva.da.··C1t~ .,on ·the other •. "out not,' ) 
including A~bilrn. ) 

Earr.7 A. Encell and James A.,M111or. for. applicant. 
Je32e ,R. Ste1"bart. for Nevada Co-onty Narrow Gs.uge 
, 2.R. Co.. protestant.. . 

C. Z., Spear. 'for Southern Pacific Co •• protestant. 
E. P. Roleson.a.nd F. E. Crs.nd..s.ll. for ..Amer1esn 3Y. 

Express Co.. protestant. 
, Nilo:o. & Nilon. ,by ]'r$.Xlk N'i1o:c.. for Empire M1nes & 

Investment Co. and North Star Mlnes'Co •• 
:protestants. ' 

? T. N1lon. for Cit,. ,o'! Nevada. protestant. 
Geo. R. CalsDsn, .for Half Oentur.1 Clu~ of Nevada Cit~ 

:md Gre.as Valley. protestant.' , 
C. ~ Spickard, for McFall & Spickard, eo-~artners. 

doing btLSiness ,under the fictitious name Of., 
the, Sacramonto-Auburn-Nevsda. City Stage Co.,; 
protestants. 

George J.!radley. for Mer¢hants~ and MSnufaeturers r 

,Traffic Assn. of Sacramento. ;protestants a:c.d 
as amicus' c'ln"is.e. 

Sesrls. &: Seerls. by carroll Searls, 'for the :Nevada. 
CO'tlnt:; Farm :aures.u,. Nevade. Irriga.tion :Distr1<=t, 
Idaho-Maryland Mines Co., ~onopah lfJ.n1ng Co. 
of Nevad.a. AJ.leghe:cy iwijn1ng Co •• Ant.e Up l.!1n 1ng 
Co., Origina.l Sixteen to One Mine, Inc., Aa1n-
bow Mine. :BrunSwick Consol. Gold Mi:n1:c.g Co... ' 
.and Reetor Brothers ... protestants." . 

w. E. Wright. :Diet. At~ .• , for Count,- of Nevad.a.. p%'o­
testsnt. 

M. J. Brock, for City of Grass Vsll«r. protestant. 
:E:. J • . N. Ott. for E'evad::t Ci tyChamber o'f ~:mneree. 

'Orot est ant. 
J. Z. TtlYlore.nd W. Z. Wright., :for Neva.da. CO'tlllty 

~evelopment Assn •• prot~stan~. 
Js.e. C. ~rell. for :Grass Valle,-'. Chamber of Commerce 

end Q.:'Q,8.r.t~ Parlor No. 58" N.S,.G ... W' •• protes.tants •. 

31' ~ ·COMUISSI01T: . 

o P IN ! 'O·:N' 
~ - - - - -,-

~is c~e was heard. 'before Ex8:n1ner Eddy at ,Graze Valle,-, 

on MarCh 7th. Br1efshsve sinoe been file~andthe· mattor 1a'now 

rea~ for decision. 

~G':appl:tcs.nt seeks a certificate, of' public, c onvome:c.ce 



, 

and. necessity toopera.te sn automobUe·freight servioe between 

Saora.ment,o and ,Nevada. City,. s. d.ietsnee 0:(65.4 m11e$~ eerving 

Gra.ss Valley and o,ther intermediate POints 'between Auburn and . 

Nevad.a Cit:rbut not inoluding A?-burn. under the amended. 

schedule submitted a.t the hesring applicantl"s truck will. leave. 
". 

Nevada. City d.a.ily except S'tIndsy at 6:00 a..m. ~ 8l'riving at Ss.e­

:r8Jliento at 9 :30 ~.I!l; on t~e' return trip' the truck ,w111.1es.v& 

Se.ersmento, Sot ,ll:OO a.:l •• reach1ng, Neve.d.a Citl" at' 4,:00 1'.:0. 
. . i . .: ,'" ,," 

~e application s~ts,::~orth t~t -t;here w111 be used in theserv1ee 

a 5-ton Pieroo-Arrow truck and ono' 2-ton e;pec~ White !rrc.e~., 
, , 

The' !lieroe~AXrow is preetlJlla.b~:r, ovm.ed .by M •. E." F'a.r.eis snd. the 

'White by C. ".:s:~ Barker. . M. E. Fsrrie1s the wife of :s.:Z~ 

The litter o.ppeared at the hearing &s"s.gent for 
., " .. , , 

M. Z. Farris". is' to aot s.g "nperint,endent of .tr~orta.t1on1r' 
• . ',I''''' .• • • 

of the~i:c.e. "and. throughout, this reportw1l1 be'reterr~d to as 
the ~8pp11cant"~ ... 

. , 

. ~enty-f1ve VI1t:c.esse~, of whom. elev~n 11'1$ ~n or near 

~he highwsy betweon Auburn and Gr~s3 Valloy" tost1fiedfor'thb 
. . '. .. ".' 

c.p:911cant.i. Eight o'! ~hes& eleven Witno~~os are ()llgc.ged in .. " 

:f's.rmillg. 'The three. other witnesses he.v,e with1n' th~ P8.S~, fo-ar _. 

months engaged. in "ous1ness on tho hi~ws:v·; two of .. them cond.uct 

a. garage $Jld. e-;roeer:t stor~ at a point about two, milaS)10rtJl. o'!: . 

.. Au'bta:n a.:c.d the' othor a. genoral morcha.nd!so store fi vo· and:· one-,.. . .. 

half miles, north of Aub'!l%"!l;'. 

-~e . te::ri torybetvroen Auburn and·· Grass' V.oJ.ley is sa,id . , 

to be spare,oly settled., and. d.evoted. prilic1pal~ to' stock·ra1s1ng"·· . 
. \-

With some fruit ~ow1ng. One o~ the' vtitnoeses" who livesa.bout 
I . 

·two and o.ne-l:Alf~les :north of Aub't2.r%l\'t>rings to that po1nt 
" ' ' 

ea.ch·week 'five ca.ses of oggs for ship~nt. by express,. .Another, 
. • ' ,.t, I ~ 

fa.mer ships a. ease of eggs ~ week. !rom Aub:arn,. trading the, 
, ,.. . " " " ,,~, . 

. balance of hie prOd.uct at. that ple.ce for. groceries. . Some' cream 
, . ',- " ," . . 

is :prod:tl.ced in the territory, between .A.ub~ and, .. Grass 'Ve.llel" , and 

one Witness shi:ps out 10 gallons a. week.to San Francisoo. 
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Threo witnesses were, intereste~ 1l:i shipping Vl~Od. :from ,their 

rs.:lChe2 to Sa.crsmento,by-,truel::~ but no spec11'ic rate- on this 
, " 

comcoo~t~ is name~ in,applic~tYs rate sheet. 

, Zwo vJit:c.essee from Nevo.dA ,City- testified. in behs.lf of 
" . 

'':~ 

the applicant. a. grocer Sllcl. hotel ~gor. ,~e grocer ships 

in tL1?out, 44,000, pO'QJlcls a. month a.:c.d his ,trcight"~'111sle:3t year 

amo'Cllted. to~O~.oO:. ~e ma.nager of the hotelte.stitied t~t~. 
',,; 

tAO. truck servi:ce.wottJ.d. 'be "8, little more convenient;. the 
• " .. I . ' # t 

oVl.C.ors of the hotel property. however. appeared. to protest the 

grs.ntingof, the app11cs:tion. Fo~·g:rocors'. two butchers~ two 

soft drink dealers snd So go.rfJ.ge ovm.er at ,Gra.ea-VsJ.l.e,-tcst,1f:ted 
" . . 

in favor of tJ:.e.app11ca.nt. O:nly two of these W1tnesees~ how-
. • ,'.f . 

ever~ receive freight in !J:tJ:3' cons1d.ertloble vol'Ollle and. one of. . """ ~ 

thetl, ,test'1fied.' that the truck. service wottl~~ be &' convenience 
.. 

and. not :So, necess1 ty. , . 
1'"4e financial cond,1 t10n of the principal protesta:o.t~ 

• , • t. ': ' 

the Nevada. CO'tUlty No.rro'W ,Gauge. :Rail ws::! Comp~. is well Jalow.c.. . i. .... ',' , I , 

not o:cly to the. Commission but to. the general. public, and need. . , " 

not: be , tisous sed: here:~ in . d.eta.11. ·~e road ~erated under a 
, . 

'" . 
det1e1t:'.rOf $4900. 1:0.1920;. . the following. year •. be.ce.".seot.~ 

US"08.l tra.ff1c'.COXlditions', thoro., was & surplus of .about '.$Z700~ 
, . 

Vsl.'ll&t1ons made. by us and, by the InterstateComoree Comm1s-
, '., 

$1on show the vsl'C.o of the road. t~ be a.ppr~ximately $600,000., 
.' ' . .... , ",' 

In 1920 e.t:raction expert .. engaged. to report upon the propertY' 

~ecom.endee: ths.t, should. a.%lY'th1ng, oc cur to< d,epr1 '70 the ,road: ot . . , . . " ,. ... 
.' . "-, 

all the traffic, svails.ble in tJ:l.e terri toX7 to- the. opera.tio?- be 

aband.o:c.ed. a.nd.·~,the road be scrapped. 101':tc1ng. ,is the principal . ..' , .. , 
" , 

1ndust%7 in Nevea.s., 'CO'tlXl.ty a.nd. mines, repreaenti:c.g about 95··pe:r:'cent. 
" . 

of tlle 1Jld,ust%7 are e.mongthe protes.tants... M "w1l1,:be s.een :er~m .. ~. 

the -a.:p;pesre.nces, the ap~1.ies.t1on is opp.ose~ notonlybt the.. ::. 

Chambers of Commerce of Gras's ,Valley and· Ire~ "City. but. 07 '. . . ~ 

the eities themselves. alSO. the Coxro.ty o:f Nevada.; the. Nevada, 
.,' ., 
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',:" 

County :Development Assoeiation; ~e·B&l.f Cen'tU:r7 Club .otE'eve.da. 

City a.nd Grass VsJ.ley; Q.:tz.artz ,:Parlor No. 58. Nat1vc 'Sons o~ the 

Golden ·West ; The Xa,.M& Irrigation Di·str1ct;. . ~eJ1evs.d8.. c¢'ttI1ty 

. Fsrm Bureau.. a.nd Zb.e.Colfax Cbamb·er of .. Commerce. Petitions 

0PPO$1ng . the granting of. the a:p:plles.tion .. and. B1gned.by . alsrge . 
. , 

. number of the merchants and .cit1ze:c.e.~o'! bo·th . Gl"8.Se •. Valle,. tl.nd." 

Nevad.a,Ci't7, were .ree,ei ved. at . the hesring. Seversl merchants' 

testified. that the present service o'! the. Southern P.s.oj£ic and 

E'evads. Co:tm.ty l'rs.r.r:ow. Ga.uge was adeC!,u.a.t.eand sa.t1sfa.etor.v,.·. one 
.' , " 

of these' merohants brings 1rJ. by fr,eight abou.t. 5~. tOU'a::nonth9" 

. snother from 75 to .100. tone a month, and e. third. between 1200.: 

a.:c.d. l400·. tone. So yea:r.. . The. representat1 ve. of the' standard. .011 .... · . 

Cor.:rp~ . also test·1fied..80S to the c.deCj:oacy of the' present service 
" 

of the ra11,lines... There was some testimony to the general 

effeetthat theave~age time required.t~ ,get freight 'from 

Sacramento to Gra.ss. Vc.lley was three. d:e.~. '. The: record. sh~ws .. 

be:;o:c.d question, .. however. that fre1gb.t delivered to the. Southern , . 

. ~' , 

d.e.y o rdinar 1l;y reaches ·Gra.ss .. Vs.lley. b;y no.on· of the. :t'ollow1ng: 
'. , . ' 

dIJ:3. ,When' eonsid..erat1on. is given to the fact. that ,s. two line, .. ~ 
, ' " ' 

hs.ul is involved, one of Y/hich1s narrow..:gauge. no criticism ~Sll . "', 

be. _de as 'to. the adeq'llScyo. o:t'the service '0,. ral1. from Ss.ora.-, . 

:ce:c.to,. and the same is truE> 1%1. eq,ua:L degre.e- as· . to', the. express.' 
. . 

service. . No showing :bas. been mad.e. here which would, warrant· the 

iSSusuce of the c~rt1fj.ea.te .. 0£ public conve:c.ience and· necessity 

so'Cght' "07 the a.ppl1cant s.nd the IJ.ppliee.t1on,vdll. therefore.· . 
. ' 

, 'I, 

" . 

It w:tll.serve no usef'ttl purpose hercf,:to determ1ne ·who· 

.1s l"ee.ll7 the . .applicant for the cert·if1ca.to-- 1/';..' Z. FarriS,. 

3. E •. Farris Or C'. R. :Bs.rker; It' '11111 stz.!f1ce to SI3."3' thet :8. 

z. Fru:r1s o:c..October.l~22W8.s notified. th8.t·h1s.operatio:c.s ;­

between Saeram.ento. andp Gl"ru:~L Valley ,were .in viols.tion of the . 

l&w; tbAt- upon receipt 0-£ that notice he so ad.vised, a.t. least. 
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" 

one of hi3 patrons., and thereafter, arranged. to make purchases 
, , 

~ Sacramento for his patrons" paying for t~ese ~sel! and 

ehs.rging them with the amount plus freight. Still later he 

made other e.rrs:ogeme:c.ts for the use of the Pierce-Arrow Truck 

wAich he hs.d beon opel"at1ng between Sacramento and., Nevada City 

and then obtained :from So Mr.. Sandlin the ,2-ton special V.o.it-e 

Truck, ,horotofore ,referred, to. ~he opera.tion of this' trUck 

by Farl"'1s as ll. cs:r:riol" ofproduee ;proved 'Qll3uccessf'tlland." 

'O~1ng unable to mak~ the necessary ps:yments on th~ truck, ,it' 

was then sold b:rSand.lin to Coo H. :Bs.l"ker. Farris, 'however,' 

continued-to 'exercise a keen interest in the :.'opera.t'10n', o:f' tho 
. . .. . 

truck, 'ta.ught :B:s.r,ker ~ e son how to ran it s.nd. evon 'm~e 'sev~irsl. 

trips on th& truck, h1msel!' :for the pur:poee ~:f obtain1:c.g data: as 

to operating costs, etc. Although directed b:r :Barker to' call 

at va.r1ous bUSiness houses, in Sacramento for, goods 'to be' 
" 

t~~orted to ,Grass Vs.lle:r and,N'evade."C1ty, and. although he 

was 'a.t the same time' the agent of·~. E. Fs.rris Vlh:O had' f11eo. ' ' 

With us an app11e~tionto opel"ate a fre1gAt service 'over this 
I ' ' .. 

route, 1tr'. Fa.rrie:,~ tost1mo~ indicates ,that, he did. '%lot know 

whether t~egOOds·transportedb~h~ belonged tO~~ker ,or to 
the co:c.signees thereof. 

apparentl~not regard.ed it necessar.r to resort even to, the 

:aimS,. S'Il1>terf'c.ge just' described o:f tsk1ng oVlnership 'of the-. 
goods and. ha.2 operated prictica.ll:r, every da.:r between, $.e;crsmento 

" ' . 
a:o.d. Nevada. 01 t:r up to and incl:'a.d.1ng the day of the hearing, in 

, . 
clear and open violation ot.the 'law. 

, , 

Ottl-, order will're.QU1r0 
, 

tha.tFa.rtis cease· .and desist trom the unlaw!uJ. operat1"onS1n 

wMch "he :AS.S be ell engaged • 

.A. pu'Ol'ic hearing hn.vingb~en held. in, the above ent'1tlea. 

s.ppliee.tion, evidence submitted snd the COnlm1ssion being 'f'a.lly 
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IT IS ~~y ORDERED 'that the ~bove entitled applica­

tion be,. snd the same hereb~ 1$ den1ed., and 

IT IS EE..~y FO'RT.9.J!:R OR:O:E:EED 'that,lL E. Farris a:tJ.d/or 

B. E. Pa.rrisa.nd/or C. R. Barker be, 'a.:o.d they . hereby. are directed. 

to discontinue opera:t.ion 'o~ a.utomobile'trucks for th~ trSJlsport~ 

tiono1' property·for compenzat1o~between f1Xed'tormini and/or 

over a. regular route in'7101at1on o:t the provisions o~ Cllapter 

213,' Sta.tutes 01'·, 1917 .. and a.mondmontsthereto, a.:c.d' 
, . 

IT IS EEBZBY·FUETEER ORD~D that the Secretary o~ the 

Eailroa.cl Com:iasion 'be. and, he hereb:y is directed to :tol"W3.l"d eo 

certified 'copy of the within :Decision to the J)ist:z:-ict AttoX1l.e:ys 

of. Sacramento Co-ant:r, ?ls.cer, Co-anty ,and Nevada, COtrC.ty, CaJ..1forms.. 
, , ~ 

of .~teli- 8.:, :2Z~i>.nC1SCO~ C8.l1:to:rn18.. this 1, . dD.:y. 

'~". . 


