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. Dec·1eion':No,. L :2.:': l~. 
mops 'mE! EAIIaOAD COMMISSION OF :'r:a:E' ST~E ,OF CAtlFOBN'U 

. " .. ' 
•••• , I, 

' .. 

" I • • . ' 
. -000- . 

In the'matte'x- of,thes.pplieation ' ) 
of. Southern ,Ptl,ci,f1e>CompSJ:lY,. :!ox:, an ' J 

... , orde:r.:.author1zing· .. ·the·· construction ) 
s.t,'grad:o,:;o:f:a.;".epur.(trs.ek:·:e.cros,s.'· ,"J ~~:p:p11c.a.t10nNo. 89'23.', 
W&S.t:;:Ma1li .st:re~t:.:, 1:n::'the:,vieini ty,'of', >} .• , 

. ,'" 

Ven~a:'; ~ct1'0;l,·::,c'oUntY',:of".Ventur8..'} . 
Calit:orn:La;.:: >~ /.' ,., ... ,... , J 

"" '.', "~ , 
> • :' .. • ,', ~ •• • :.r\ 

, . \/.' 
" f •••. 

, .";' 

Wm..v. ,E:e.rrin. for Applica.nt,~ ': 

'i ' .' 

OPI N! 0 E' ,I 
...... - ..... - '-- -. -.. ' .. 

This: is . an applioation filed· by Southern 2a.cit10 .'Com~,. " ' 

pany.'·for ,pOr.n1$eio:o.t~. const:r:u.et, a. spu.r tra.ck' a.t·'s,ra.de< a~~oss:' 
, ,,' .' '. • •.• " ,'. ", .' .' I I ", r', '. 

Woat>~1nSt:rect.1:ithe.C1tY' of So.n' :sUe.ll8.vontura,. co:nmoDl7'.~" 
• .I. ;: ., 

' . 

.A.pUblic,hO~r1%lg was ,held on thie, a.p:pli¢'.9.t10n'b~,fore ' 
, , . . 

:::.~nervrii11~~: in ventu~s.. It.aY', 24~ 1923. 

The :·spur : tra.ck on Whi CA" the ere> $$1:og·, .1$ . loco.ted • is to .' 

serve. the sub stat 1 on or, oil distri~ut1:og :plant' o,f the ShellCom-: 
I, I. "", 

,'., ,,' , 

. p~o:! Co.ll!ornia •. ,VfAichy ~otl.l",the:we~t~riy'bound.ary' o:f'the:.;C1ty 
.".1 , ,",' " • 

'. ' 

?~ , , __ ... .i 



";rlf 

qa.eetion diverts from theOjll.i branch of theSouthorn Paci:f'ic 

just:, north of MfdnStreet. 'tho Ojai bra.nch1t$elfha:vi~ been 
, .,,' I' 

constructed. a.cross<th1.s ',thoroughfare: for many years:. 

,Southern Pnci:f'ic . CompaIlY:. the·e,vidence indicates •. 
, , "'. , '. ' 

:ei~ea this e;ppliea.t1onwi~h'the 'Com::n1~$iOnonA:prillo.l923 
• J , , .. ,.... • 

'as, $. result of ,8. reque,stmade by the Shell Comp~, on:December. 

27 •. l922,. for geTVie~: to'>i tsp::-o:perty. The' track' wa.s. :a.ctusJ.ly 

constro.cted' on A:pri120,. 1923 ' without pe:rm1'ssion' from :;the-
, ' , '. I 

Rs.i1rO'adCOmmiSSiOn" and' in ~olation of section 43 of'th~ 'Pub-

lic U,tilit1eeAct • 

. Att:b.ehea.riXlg'o.n a.ssistant eIlgineoo:- ot'the a.pplicant 

stated t:b.e.t the, res:pons1b111ty- for cOllStruct1tlg'th1S crossing 
, 

Wi thout proper, e:a.thority from. the Commission .ws.s. due to an 

, error ol"oversight' onh1s part and that on March 27, 1923, he ' 
I • ' • ' 

.f ' , 

issued ~'ord.er to' the Ro,sdmEJ,ster' directt%l€) the.t the track be 

bui~t. 

The ovidonce'indicates tha.t it is entirely ~eas1ble to 

give· service to; ,the property occupied by the Shell Company with- ' 

out, constructitJg,a. tra.ck e.~roa$ ,1X1'JY street by ts.ki:cg this ,spur ' 

from't::ae Oja1 ~ra.nch at a. point ,a few hundred feet. south of 

l{J3,1n Stroet... I:f service, were 51 veIl. in th1e ma.rm.or itlllight'be . 

nocesSa.:ry to, a.t some: la.ter time, construct an a.dc1.1 t1o:naltraok 

a~roasS8llta Cle.ra.St~O()t in order to serve proport!T'a.d.j,s.eont.; . I ' 
,. ' 

SantI). Clara.Streat~ .. however, is. a. ro18:1;1 vely un1mpo:rt8Jlt, a,treat 
, . " " ' 

a.p:proXimatelY pare.llel.1%lgMa1n street and loca.~~d a.bout, six 

hundred feet· southerly thereof's.nd it ~rtherappee.rs'th.a.t· 
. '. " I.', , / 

Sante. 6la.r~Streetextend.8 oDly a. :few hun~red feetweat of the 
" 

. . . 

:ra.i1.roa.d.~tem.1~ti:o.g.e.t the Ventura. River. In j!a.ct. . one of' the " 

reasonS wb:$'M8.inStrootcar1'1os 'such a. hes:vy .tra.ff1c 1s,th8.t' 

-',,2,- .... 

' ... """'" 

", 



~t is the o%ll.y thoroughfare in this 'Vicinit~ upon which 
, . 

there 1s a. bridge constrr:.ctcd ~cross theVent"a.r1lP..ivor 'with 

the result that Main Street ca.rries oJ.lof thO'tr3.:f~1c to a.nd,." 
'. 

fro~ the city from the west. 

!t appe~re ~rther that a crossing of thie s~ur over 

1!s.in street is not oz:lYumlec0sso.:ry but th$.t it creates s. more 

than ordi:ary h~z8rd.' It is 0st~at0d that from fifteen to 

'twenty co.rs pormonthwill be placed. on the Shell Compt.lDY's 
, ' ' 

spur and. that thoro would ord.inarily be four movcmontcaeross. 
. ' 

, . ,.'. . 
each 'empty Cllr, taken from tho' zpur or So tota.l of appro:d.mately 

one,hundreda.nd twentY' sd.di t10l:JAl ra11roc,d movemex::tz por month 
, , i 

s.cross'the.stree-t d.ue to the existence of this crossiD:ge It, 
, " 

is clearly evid.ent tha.t this 8.mOttnt of sw1tch1ngllcrosss. high-

way ca.r:rYing in e~cess of two tho'tlse.:o.d.· vehicle's par day' sbould~ 

not be :.germittedwhen it could 'bo so eas.ily avoid.ed. r:che ,$i t

tia.tion~ in this:~ in$te.nce~ is l:la.do' the more soriouS beca:a.so' of, .. 
the fa.ct that',the View'at this crozsing is qUite seriou~lY 

obstn.cted.. 

Although a single' e:nployee,D.ssumad. ~lr,e$Jto:o.s1bili ty 

for the eOllStruc~ion of th1~ gra.dc" ero ssine; in Vi ols.ti on of 
,\ 

the proVisions of 'Section 43 of the Public utili~:tesAc,t,~ the" . ", , 

record:indicatcS: tha.t this employeahad, s remarkable' is.ck~ 0:1:', ,. 
~. . • . :.. .' • " ! r, • 

d.etailed kn0wled.ge~not onlye.ctothe :phy~ical. co:o.dit1o:c.S.:st 

the pointo! croz$ing~ but. a.lso ssto tbe ad.:l1rJ.strat1ve ,ne'go-
, " 

" tia.t1o:lS pre~1m1n.e:x,. to ' i te construction. Ftlrthermore .. :the' . " ' " 

record in 'this ca.se shows that thiS: is nott:b.eonlY1nstance 
"" . 

in,w!l.ich the' Southern ,Pac'1~ichis'b-oell nogligont'i:c> th~l:latter 

o~ :euJ.lY'compiYing: with the: :provieions o~ Section '~ZO:f'~he i .' 

Pllblie Utili tics,Act oro! tho'" Co:m:n1'ssion fa, orders :tncoxmect1on 

,. 
~ ",. 
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with tracke constructed across' public highways. In View of all 
. 

theee facts., the conclusion is incCcllp£l.'ble ths.ttherosponei'b111ty-

" :fo~ this a:::ld othernolc..t1one docs not rest'W1 th .0. 3i:ogle e:nplo:veo 

but that it acttt~llyrette v~th,Southorn Pacific, Comp~ and its' 
, . 

ros:ponsible of:ficers. Tho Co:m1ssion at th1ct1me- rElit'orates tha.t 
i 

it.esnnot ~ 'will ,not condone acts of thiS, kind c'o;ne/with or With-

out tile knowledge 'of tho 'earr:1.er t e executivo, officers.. , Thie. appli-
, f " .' 

'''" ... 
cation hO-snot boon ·juet1fied. and it Will, thereforo" 'be d.enied: 

e.:o.d. 't-.o.e crozsiIlg ol"de::ed. l"¢movod. . 
, :1 ' 

1:.'1l"J. expendi ture.already mado conti:ogent upon "lihe.in3talla-, 

t1o:o. of' thiS" crOS:3ing' cCoXmct. bo e ons1d.ered '$S' a reason foX"' the: 

g:r$lltillS of t1:.eap:911cation. sehas ]lerotoforo'·been fllmouneed, in 

J)eeizion I~o. 10994. .. . , . 

ORDER .... ~-~ ..... 

Southe:n Pacific Comp~y hnving applied to th& Co~esion 
./ 

to install So'· spur track at srs.de e:e'l"ose ~lest !/JainStre,ot, in the' 
, • '. • r 

01 tY. ot Sa:o. :8ue'na.venturs.. 3. public hearing havillg. been held:, the' 

COmmission ha'V'i%lg been ::l.ppr1sed. o,fthe .:tacts, the :c:JI3,tteroo1:rJg,'under 

subtliSSione.nd. res.d.~ forde-cision,' 

IT IS':r3ERE:SY. ORDE3:E:l>~: that. the above ontitled e.p:pl.ieat1on, 
" ' 

be al:d it is horebi denied., a.nd.~ . . " 

IT.' IS :s:E3.EF! .5\]l"!TEER O~, tllst ep:plicsnt' forthw:t:th· e.bol- . 

i$h tAe gl'a.de cross~,,:illegallY esto.bl:tshed att:a.e·loclltion~dO:S

cr1bed.,1n the s.oove: enti tledD.:pl'lic~tion by l'omov-lng.: its sJlur tra.ck 

from· said . West ~n Street,. 
, , 

Da.ted $t,Sa.u Fra.ne1sco,Ca.liforn:1.a., 

1923. 


