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IBEFOP.E Q'IHE RAIILROAD CONMIS“ION oF: '.!.‘P.."& ST.AEE OF CAII’"OBNI_A.

'j-oOo-'

~ In the matter of ‘the a.pplica.’cion o)
~ oZ Soutkhern RPacific: Company for an. ) _
" order. suthorizing the comstruction ) R
at grade.of a.spur track-across % Application No. 8923.
1 .
)

. West Main Street inithe vicinity: of
. Venturs: J‘unct:!.on, Cou.m;y o:f.' Ventu*a,
_,Califomia. R P P |

" ‘m.."“y.-. ‘Eéj:r.’m, - foxr Aﬁplicaﬁt:‘. .

| Y TEE COMMISSION:
9RIFIOE

- Thiu is a:o. a.pplioation 1ed by Sou‘.:hern J?e.ci"ﬂ.c Com- -
pa:ay for jpermicsion to constmct a spur ‘crack at gr&de e.cross B R

" :-'West Iwin Streot in the Ci’cy o:ff Sa.n Buenavon u:ca commonly -

B knovm aa Ve.n..ura.. A BRI

| A. publ:!.c aearing wa., he'.ld on thi" applica.tion 'oe:t’.'ore

| _“*:a.miner Willis.ms, m Ven"ura., Xay 2%, 1925. - e

| mhe ...;ouz' tracl: on v'hicn ‘che crossing 13 '.Locc,ted 1° to
serve the substation ox- o1l d.istribu Ang. pla.n‘t o:f ‘the Shell Com=

a:ay o*’ co,lifom.ga which noo,:r tne wes‘aerly bound.ary of the c.'a.ty'. g

'on .&ain S‘treet a.t ‘che noint :f.’ tn.e propo.,ed. croa..,ing, :i.s on tb.e

L offigial rou o of the Ste.’ce Eigaw&y between san Francisco e.nd.

Los Angeles, via the coa t.l In aa.d.i on, ‘tnia B‘breet iv ’cne
', principal buaines street o:ﬂ 'ﬂ:em:ura. The upur 'cre.ck in »v -

e




cmestion cliverts from the Oje.i brench of the SQuthem Pacific
- vjust nerth e:f.' Me.in Stree't: 'the O:Iai branch itwelf having been
' cons‘cmc ved e.cre s tnis thoroughfare :‘.’er ma.ny yea.ra. ,
| Sou‘chern Paciﬁe COmpeny, the evidence indicetes, :
:Ei.leé. thls e.pplicatien wﬂ.‘ch 'the Cemmies:.en on A.pr:!.l 16 19'23 /
‘a8 o resalt of a reonest ma.de by the Shell Compa.w on December
27, 1922. :fo:r: °er'vice to :.t° pvonerty.v "“he track wa.s ae'ma:l.ly

. eons tmcted on A'o:ril 20 1923 without permiﬂsion from. .’cb.er

| P.e.ilread Commi sien and in viele.tion of Seetion 43 ef the Eu‘b-
lfc Utili‘o:!.e° Act.,
A‘b ’cne heering an essis‘cant enginee'r of the applican‘c
: ste.‘ced the.t the res;pon...i'nility for - constmcting ‘chis cro sing '
Withou.u proyer a.u‘cho*ity frem 'cb.e Comm1°sien was due to a.n
: e:rro:r or eversigh‘c on his per‘t a.:nd. ‘tb.at on Marcb. 2‘7 1923 he -
1ssued. an’ erd.e.. to: 't:he Roadmeeter direeting that the tre.clc ‘be
'built. | o | o
The evidence ‘indicates that it 1s em:irely :rea.si'ble 'co |
give service to 'the pro;perty occupied by the Shell COmpa.ny with- =
out const:mcting 3 tra.ck acros@ any street by te.king thia ...;pm:
from the oJal "bre.nch e’c a poin‘o & few hundred feet aeuth o:f
Main Street. If aervice wore given in this manner i.‘c might 'be
necesoery to e:t some 3.e.ter 'cime cons 'b*uct an e.d.d.itienal 'craek
acroes Sente Cla.re. Street :I.n order to serve propert:r edja.eent.
.‘Sa.nta Cla.ra. S'treet hewever is & rela‘bively uz:impertan'c s‘cree'c -
‘ e.n'orexima.tely peralleling Main Street e.nd 1ocated about six
hu.ndred. :Eee‘c seutherly 'thereo:f and it :mrther aepeare 'trha't

Sante c:l.er- S'creet ex’cends on:l.y 8 fow h'anclred :tee'c west of the

‘railroad. temina:bing &% the Ven‘mra. Et:t.ver. ' In :te.c'c ene of- 't:b.e :

rea.sons why Main Stroot ea.ri-ies such a’ heavy trafﬁc is the,‘c




-‘It ic the only thoroughfare in tnie v;cinity'upon whidh

there iw & bridge conotructed acro 3 the. Venxur& Rivcr with
;tne result taat‘Main Street carries all of the traffic to and
froz the ity from the woste |

| ',¢t anpear° ﬂurtner thet s crossing of tn;s spur over ;

Main Street is not orly umnecessary bub thet it creates & 1OTe
fhan ordirery hazafd.' It is ostimated taat from 2i2toon o
*renty cars por month will be placed on the Shell COmmany’v
4pur ana that there would ordinarily be four movemenx* acrosa -
Lain Streat *or each loaded car placed or the ppur and for
eaqn_empuy car‘taken from the Spur or a total of ambroximaxely
oneﬂhuﬁdred gndftwén£y éddi tLonal r&ilroad MOVEmenLS por month
écéélvf“he.atreet’dﬁo $0 the existence of this cros 1ng. It -
is c*early evidenz tnat tni° amomnt of wwitching acro a high-
way carrying in excess of two thcusan&.vehicle Dor day uhould‘
‘not be nermitted whon it could be so eauily avoi&ed. The 1t- "
uation in th;s inwtance, is maac vhc more ueriouu becau*e of
'the *act that tae view at this eros s;gg is ouite °eriously

obstructed._

Altaough a single cmmloyee ag sumod all reOﬁonuibility ;

fo* tae con~truction of this grado crossing in violat;on of .
the provisions of ecu;on 43 of the Public Utilitie° Act the :
record 1ndicatcw that tnis emnloyea had a remarkable 1ack of
"&etailed knowledge, noet only as to thc nhy ical con&ition» at ,
the nomnt of cro*sing, but aloo av to the admini trative nego- _4‘
- tiauions preliminazy to its construction. W‘r::.':z-'t:he::x:-rnorte: the o
reco*d in thio' a*e @howo that thi° s not the only in tance
in whidh the acu ne*n Pac ;c h as been n@gligent in he matter
of fully comnly;ng w;tn tne prov;vionﬂ oL ection 43 of the

| prlic Uy ilitic° Acu or of vhe.Comnls sion’* orders in connection L




_ w-s.fch tracke cons tmcued 8erToss public highwa s, In viev' of a.ll
~ these £ac‘c°' the conc'lu ion 5.@ inc..capable «hat tne Pt 'oonuib.s.lity
:Eor' fhi a4 other viol...t ons does not reut wi th a single em*oloyeo

i ou.t taat 1t a.ctu..lly rests wﬁ.‘ca Sou vnom I’acific Company a.ncl i't:‘.,‘
re.;.pons*ble off:!.ceru. Tho Commi ssion at this -‘aimer rei‘cers.‘ceﬂ ma't
it cannot and will no 'cona.one act of thi s kind done vri h or v‘ith—
' _'out 'cne mowledge of the carrier'* c*cecu»ivo o:f:’ficer.“' Thm a.ppli- "
) cation nat not boen juctiﬁed and 4t w:!.ll d;oreforo oe denied.
‘a.nd ‘che cros sing o*-d.e*ed. removed..‘ . | .

w expenditure e.lrea.dy ma.cle con.,in&'enu upon vh@ in.,'ba.lla- :

‘t-f on o-" tni° cro ing coonot be cons idered se & reauon or ‘the .

gra.n‘cing o" "“~e a.p'o“ ica'bmn ‘a8 has here‘bofo*-e been a.nnounced. in

. Deel ion Wo. 10994,
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| Sou*hem :E’mc'.‘r ﬁ.c Company havmg a.pplied %0 *he vommi on
o install & v:pur tre.ck a.'c grade ac*o West M;ain u'treeu in the '
City of Sa.n 'Duenavenm::a a public nea.ring ha.ving been held. the

| Comnis icm Raving been m:p Lsed o:f the :fac ie, the mat‘cer 'ooi'ng under

: uubmission end’ res.dy for d.ecis.x.on

bl mw om“m that the above omtitl ed-’ epplication

beo a*,d .:.1: i-a aereby denied e.nd. ‘ ;
| " IT IS MB‘I w.;EBR Omb ‘ms.'b ...pplicam i’or"‘hw h «bol-v -
isk the gra&e c*oc'sing illegally os*tabl.s.sned a'c tae loca.t:!.on dev-

: :-crioed in the above entitled. annlics.tion by remonng it pv.r tra.cl:
from sald. We°" Main Stree'b. | |

Da:te& at’ Sa.n }:‘ra.nox.uco Califo:nia. tm.s




