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B’EF‘ORE m RMIROAJ) COMMISSION 0"' TEE STATE o CA.'DIFORNI.A.._
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In the Matter of the Applicetion of : :
THE CALIFORNIA, ARIZOFA AND SANTA , :' :
PE RAILWAY COMPANY, a coxporation, | ” [Pz

and THE ATCEISON, TORPEKA AND SANTA L... .
. PE RAILWAY COMPAM 8 corporation, .
for permission, to sbandon that por-
tion of the line of railroad owned Application m;.,esosl
by the Lormexr mnd operated by the -
letter,. extending Lrom Goffs, Calif-
oernis-to the Californis-Nevadas -
. bomndary line and 'boing 8 portion ot
the Ba.rnwell :Bro.nch. L

S B W.‘ Ca:np for Applicants. '
B. R. McNamee for the Duplex Mining Company,
~ a corporation; Searchlight Supply
. Company, a corporation;. James. Cashma.n
' doing business under the’ fictitious
veme of Searchlight Garage;. Non-
Metallic Minerals Corporation; emé .
numerouns Other regidents of Clark
County, Nevadg; and certain’ proPor'ty
owners. of Lanfair, Sexm- Borna:rdi:oo o
\Coun‘oy, Co.li:fomia., o
P:otostants.

Do.ncan Ior the EL Dorado-Flagsto.:Er
- Mining and Milling Company,. and the

EL -Dorado  Grande” Minzng Company of.
Nolson, Neva.da.., ‘
' : ‘ Protoﬂtants._ B
E.F. Cooz-s £ox ovmers of cla.y deposits a.t
| ' \ I’rotoa‘tanto.;;- o
Jedo Erendeo-e;avt :I.n propria persona., C L

Z!?rotes‘tant. »

J.T. ankins. for the .Tosopb. Wb.a.z-ton .Egtate,
e Pxotesta.nt. ,

' BY TEE COMMISSICE:

oRINION R
o The A.tchison, tﬂopeka and Sa.nta Fo Railwa;y COm;pany. :

a corporation, and the Ca.li:f.’ornia. Arizona and So.nta Fe 'Ra.ilwa.y

Company, a corpora.tion, join‘tly petiti.on the Ra.ilroa.d Commission h




for an orderianxhorizing the abandonment and the tﬁking‘qp and
removal of thex portion o it° Bernwell Branch which iz 1ocexe&
lwithin the Stete of Caliiornie ena exxende from Goife, Celifornie,
to the California-xevaia bonnae:y Line.

A publ 3 heering on this epnlicexion we~ condncted
by Zxsminer Eaniiori at Loe Angelea, the matter was dnly snb- |
mitted and 1s now reedy Lor decision. .

Applicantsvallege tnet the line proposed to be
aiendoned 15 owned By The‘californie, Arizonevénd Senxa}Fe
Rnilwey COmpeny. and is opersted by The Axchieon. Topeka and
S:a.n‘ta. pal Ra.ilwa.y Compe.ny 'u.nder the provisions of ah&ﬂe datea.
Mhrcn 1, 1912, ‘that nnxil the year 1909 a deily trein service
was oPereted between Goﬂfs. Californ*a end Seazchlight Neveda
but since thet time 8 service of ore round. trip per week hne
been more . then edeqnaxe~to cere for. the bnsineea offering. that
the present phyeical condition of the lize iz poor, 1arge ex-f
penditnrea beins neeesnery‘to rehabilitete traek end eepecielly
bridges. thet the line ie constently exposed to flood conditions
wnich necesaitete large exoenditnres for maintenance and repeir,
that the revennes derived £rom operaxion are insnfticient *o
&efray the cost of operetion,mnintenenee and texesn ann leawe no |

°nrp1ne for interest on the inweetment or for emcrgency.

The Duplex Mining compeny, e corporaxion, filed

its formal protest at the hearing, alleging*thet’the jnzindict-

5 fon of the Commission did not exmend to & determination of tﬁetx
iosues pregented in this proceeding. thet tne lizne propoeed to
be abaxndoned is an intersteme reilroed owned by & Californie"‘
corporexion, and operete& wad.er leeee by & Kensss COrporexion |
gnd iz said operation wnn engaged in inxerstame end foreign |
commerce. that the brench 1ino. pr0posed to be abandoned ie |
operezed as a pert-of the system of mhe Azchieon, Iopeke and
Santa Te Railwey . Company, whieh iz engaged in interstete and
foreign commerce, the* jnrisdiction %o &etcxmine the qpestion
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of ebandonmentﬁend 0 graht the'auxhoritj herein setghfjis‘l
vested exclusively with the’ Inxerstate cOmmerce COmmiesion by :
the pxcvisions o£ the sc-called mranaportation Act as pasee&
‘by the COngzes of the Uhited States on Februaxy 28 1920
(pexagrephs 18,19 and 20 ci Section 1 of the Act to Begnlate .
Commerce, Staxnx@s.ax ‘Lazge, 456 477, Sec. 402)'~[ |
We have given careful consi&cration %o the pro-

‘test vased on allege& went of Jurisdiction and to the amxhor- ’A
ities cited in support thereox. It 1s our conclusion thet this
Commission is vested with. juxisdiction to pasa cn the issuee

' herein preeentedn " Applicants have sought in this proceeding
cnly auch authority a2 may be neceagery to abandon a8, remcvc
_treckage 1ccaxed wholly within the State of v&liﬁbxnia and
over which trasxic, both 1ntersta$e and 1ntrestate haa mcvea. '
The vclnme ot intrastaxe trafzic ané, the: fecilitiee Provided
therefor as regards the | tame of California are mattere aolely
under the jurisaiction of this Commission. | Ihe reccrd i
thio‘yrocee&ing 1nd1catee that apprepriaxc applicamion hes
elrea&y‘been made to the Public Service COmmission of the State
cf Nevada for cessatien of operamion ana abandonment of the '
pcrtion ox the brancn line of railroad within that Stame ead |
that appropriate aeplication iz also to bc mede to the Inter- »
etaxe Ccmmercc Cemmission. ‘ The authority of each regulatory
body is requeite beLore the abandonment and removal of’ the
,trcckage can be legelly accompli°hed each regulatory body |
haring certain exclucive juxiediction and the fact that appli—
cants have elected to first preoent their‘request for eumhority

a8 regar&s the eben&enmenz of the trackage lccated in the. State

oL California dces not preclude thie COmmission frcm the exerciao.

of 1ts jnrisdiction and from. pessing on the merite of ‘the
vapplicaticn herein presented insofar as same’ have tc do with
trafzic, cperating and other conditiona surrounding the 1ntra~-
etate epe:ation i Celifornia.




Ihe port:!.on of-the line located in the State’ of
Ca.ii-'oﬁ:nia; ':!.s 4 .65 miles in length and. extends £ Lrom the sta.tion
of Goffs, the ju:nc..ion with the ma.in 1ine of the Atchison, Topeks
and Sam:a Fe Waz '.Lwa.y Compa.ny to the California—ﬂeva.&a bov.ndary, | |
séxving the i::temedia.te 'tations at Vontrigger, Bla.ckburn. I.a.n-
fair, Iveo.ge. Pu.:d.y, Ba.rnwoll E:I.tt snd” Juan, Tho line oxtends
to itz terminus at Searchlight, Kevad.a., a dist tance oi’ 11 60 mﬂes

' f{:om the Celifornia-Fevada boundary. The stations 10 California
are located 8t points wb.ere sldings or spu.r traclcs have 'been :I.n-
stalled or where 3tops ha.ve seemed necessa.ry. !I!he stations-. 80~
celled, consi st of stopping points at whick station si@-"ooa.rds
have been erected. ST

Mr. Jo Ae Chri'atie,'superinten&exit of the Arizons
Divisiokn of t@ae-mcb'.ison,- Topeks and Sexts Fe 'ggilwa.y Company”
tegtified tast ‘he was in chorge of the. ma.in'tena.nce and operation
of the Sea.rchlight Brancn. that 4in the yeaz' 1913 & service oL
six trips ser weok .was. opera.ted and thet in 1916 the service was
reduce@vtq two round txipe per week, at the prese‘nt time &
sorvice of ope:round trip is operated on Fridey of 'eaéh week all
se:vié{e being rendered by the use 'bi -'mixed.li"fi_a_i..z:s..' - A force of
ei‘ght‘men" 13 em'oibyed" 1n track mairtensnce o‘n."‘thio- branch, but.

“the 't*e.clc is in poor operativo condition, especially ag to -

' bri&ges, - Some ten miles 'of t:rs.cl:, :I.s practic&llyﬁmperative
where embaniments ha.ve been awept away by floo& waters snd where
openings havo been crivbed up i’ollowing :Elood damgo, in liou

ot permment repa.irs by rebuilding omba.nkmems or b:ridge 2nd -
culvort stmcto:os. I :Ls the preeent practice to havo & motor
car and. gang of men p:recede each ~1:rain oyerated. to inspeot tb.o

. track” and. ma.ke e'czch emergency repairs 83 may be. necessm.-y to

B ensure sa.:fe opera.tion. T C . S -
Onhe:: witnes se3 :Eor the soplicanta teauified as
- to ‘the pb.ysical cone.ition o:E 'cb.e :Line, ‘the roadbed, track

"brs.dses apd culverts; the maﬂ.n‘tena.nce and smounts es'tima‘tod.

necessary ad”exponditures to place the line in safe operative




cond tion. the cost of oPeration. the revenue :ecetved from opera-
tion and the tonnage o:f froigat b.a.ndled. a.nd rovenuo 6er1ved the:'o-
*rom. It appeaws from the testimony o theee witnesaea and.
from exhidits filed herein that the revenue snd operating costs
for the yeax have Testlied as followa- )

' REVENUE

-

Freight $4279 .00

_Passanger  913.00
Motal $5192.00 - $5192.00
' OPERATING EXPENSE | -

'Mointenance $22581.30

oPeigxioh | 13767.65
%%@ﬁ51 %&w&s
'bé‘iéit‘ | ‘y31156.95

- expen°e shown above forAmaintenance &oes not n

include maintenanca other thsn that actually necosaary to proviao
for the operation of the limited amount of service now betng
ope*ated over this branch line, it having boen shown that zrom '
20 to 30 per cent of £ho tios require immediate removal snd that
an expenditure of anoroxima ely $45,000 18" necessary for “the
festoration. ot embankments and protettion work and for the re-
newsl. 0% bridges and culverts. The operating expenses a8 shown
gbove cover only what might properly be termed mﬁnimum operating
costs and include only the 1tem° of dispatching, stdtion employees,
station supplies and expenses, train =md engine men, water fo: )
locomotives and engina_honge expense. No allowance has veex
-made'tor'ﬁther'opeiatiﬁg’costs; haintenance of eqpipment,«t:affic
ox general expenee, taxes or intorest on 1nve°tment in property
devoted to this transportation service. The a&dition of thaae

1tem3, excluding” interest on inrostment would increase the |

.*"

ezponso of operation"apnroximately six times the baxe operatins

cogt hereiz sbove shown.




The tonnago recetved *rom and forwa:ded to poinxs
ofi the branch line for the perioda hereafter shown 13 as follows

Year 1917 1018 1 1919 1920 1921

?o#ndsl 11 034 032 10, llO 156 7, 289 042 5,737,996 -2, 970 768 ,:
| The tonnage originating at and &estined to.points
on the branch line for'a similar perioa is as followa. 3 |
Year 1917 1918° 1919 1920‘“ - igg; 
Pousds 193,369 4185 5,949 6,495 2,550
| The caxload bYusiness handled over tnis branch for -
‘the calendax year 1921, exclusivo of business destined to. or

°hipped from Searchlight Nevada. and which represents tho

business handled 1n the State of California is s £ollows-

RECEIVED - COMMODITY TEICET | REVENUE -
| o R . ACCRUING TO
RRANCE" -

Toy 57,970 L $51.55.

© blZalfe Vel 114,750 [ 57,37
‘mogal, 172,720 . $108.50
. Clay se voo~f 257.453

Impty texks 26,700 37.98

Ore 42,000 .- 17.28
Total 157, 400 U $mlzum

MAYL -Received and Lor- : ‘ . S
warded o 330, 1zof $421.61-

The granting of tais applioatAOﬁ,ﬁs protested by
mining companies operating at Searchlight and 1n the Eldorado Miﬁing
DiStILCt in Cla:k -County Wavaaa (aboux 22 miles from thoterminal
oZ the branch line st Sea:chlight by'paxtiee aevoloping agzi-
cultural property at Lanfair, California, and operatora of olay

,and rOCK deposits with ahipping points at. the stationa of Eitt
,'_ana‘Vontriggez, California. | AR
. __s-nv




- \

'.I!he tonnage estima.ted for 'tho min:!.ng pz-oper‘ties
in the Elclorado i ing div'tric‘o and contingent upon the rosump-
tion, of mining activ:i.ty in sucb. district 'Ls estimated by wi‘tnos-
ses for the protoste.n'cs to ‘be 5 tons per d.a.y inaonnd and on.t-

' ‘oou.nd sb.ipments or 8" «ons por mon‘t:h. ot ore ooncent::.atos and
1% tons of cya.nide ;prodncts o.f ,.'10 00 por ton va.luation o The -
mines at Searchlight of:ter no :meediato tonnage o:E conoocrnence,
either in or ou ubound. ~,‘cxi.:g:»rne:n't:3 :from 'the Ca.lifornia s‘t:s.tions
show & movement of 2’7 cars o:t cla.y :fz-om Eitt a.n.ring the year
1922 and of 28 cars. of rec‘. minora.l roc& "’ron V’ontrs.gger d'o::ing
the same period. The rod. rook: moves o’ I.os .&ngeles whero 1% is
cmhed and’ pnlverizod a.nd usod. as & material .for :r.-oo:fing.

' We have carefm.ly consmered tho evidonoo an&

. oxhibits presented 1n thia proceeding and are of the opinion and ”
haredy f£ind am & fac‘t th-::t; the continmed opora.tion of the Sea:r.-oh-v
lignt Branch by the Atchison, ‘l‘opekn exnd Sente Fe- Railway Companyr ,

 ingofer as the tra:fﬁ.c of:’.ering to or from Ca.lifornia.- :poin'ta
either at the presen't time or in the noeax mtu.re does not j'o.e.tify
..he continnance of operation nor the exoessive ma.intonance necos- -,
caxy to reh.a‘bili‘ta.te the tra.clf.' emba.nlnnen t3, bridges fnd cnlverts
snd that tke continued ope:ra:t* on and ma.:!.ntena.nce of this 'ora.nch

| places an undue burden on tne ?ortions of 'tna,line in Calj.foz-nia.
which are used by the 3hipping pubiic a‘.n&'who are the::o‘oj contri=.
buting to the amount necessarily expended. on & branch line tha‘t |
18 nnable to develo'o re:venue su:f.fi*ien'c %0 neot the bare coa‘tz of
operstion on &, basis of se:rvice as mmquent as one :.-onnd tr:'.p

ORI

per weelc, S | |

A pnblic b.oaxing b.aving 'been held inm 'cho a’oovo
entitled procoed.ing, the ma.tte:r Laving 'been d.nly 3n‘omit'ted anr.f.
the Commission being now Pally advised. and ba.aing 1te. order on

the ﬁnding of fact as a.ppoaz:ing in. 'the opinion which* nrecedes ‘tnis

or;l_e:- ’




Im IS EEREB! ORDERED that applicants ho*ein be
ard they hereby are ‘authorized to suapend opersation- on th@
Searchlight Branch of the California. Arizona and Santa Pe. ﬁail—
‘way Company as. operated by Thoe Atchizom, mopeka and 3anta.Fe |
Railvay Company between tne 3tauion oZ GoZ Le, California and the
California-xovada State Bounda:y Lino, an& t0 ceage opo:axion as
- common carrier over such portion of ﬂaid line of railroaa pro-
vi&ed however, that thig order. shall not become effbctive until
there shall have beon £Lled herein s certiﬁie& cepy of an order
or othe: appropriame form of anxhorization by the Inte:atate
'COmmerce Ccmmission pezmitting the abandonmenx and removal of
this branch line of railrosd between Goffs. California, and
Searchlight, Nevada. N | ' |

$he Commission reserves tho right to mago gach
 other amd rnrthez orders in this proceeding as to 1t may appesr
Juot axd prOper or as the public convenience and neceasity may
rquirg.

| Dated at San Prancisco, Californis, thia Z Z
day of Jnly, 1929

Commissioners.




