;)ec sion Xo. /Z Z 7‘/

Ba.ORE TEE RAILROAD COMMI°SION OF TEE STAEE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the matter of the a.nplication of )
SEQUOILL NATIONAL PARK STAGE COMPANY )
for. certificate.of public.convenlence )
and necesaity to.operate Vpassenger and )
express service between Visalis a.nd. ell )
points east of Lemon Cove.: | )

Applica.tion No. 895’7

za:mswortb. ¥eClure & Burke by E.B. »CcClure

£ox the applicant
?owor a.nd lcFadzen by Daniel lcFadzen for Visa.lia. ‘

Elec.Ry.Co., protestant :
Zarl A. Macneta.nz £or the Exoter Cbmber of COmmerce
Woodlake District and Lemorn Cove '

Comnmnitiea of Morryma.n and ;:.:Ld.erwood :Eroteste.nta.
BY TEE COMMISSION:
I OPINION

E. L. ASKIN and ORVAL OVERALL, doing business under the
Zictitious nane o2 SEQUOTA NaTIONAL PARK STAGE COMBANY, have po~
titioned the Railroa.d. Commizsion for sn ordor declaring tha:t: pubhc
convenionco and necessity regquire the opora‘tion ‘oy tnem of an a.uto-
mobile gtage line as & common carriexr of passengers and expreas bo-

tween Visalis and all no.’:.nts east of Lemon Cove to Gia.n‘!: Forea’t Se-
quoia Ea.tiozml Park.
A public nearing wes conduncted by Exa.miner Sa.‘t:terwhi‘bo" at
'Vi..alia tae ma.tter was duly submitted and 1s now :.-ea.&y Lor. dec:.sion.

Appls canta propose to charge rates a.nd to- opora’co on & time
schodule in a.ccorda.nce with exhibits mam and "B" apended at the .
hearing, and to use & specially duilt Packa:rcl Twin Six passengor caxr )

a.nd a Waite erpres" track.

This mplica.tion is 0pposed by the Vi...a.lia. “1ec‘cz~ic Railro...d

-l |




the Eieteerhambor of cémmerce Woodlake Districtlggfbgogon Cove
and the communities of herryman and Elderwood, thef protestanxs
being reprosented by Xaxl A- MKachotanz, counsel am tho hearins

Applicants have fo* several yeaxs oper&ted 2 pausenger and’
expreQQ stage service Lrom Lomon Cove 1nto tae- »equoia Vational |
Rark, an& now desire to extend this sexvice to Visalia primarily
on the basi, that Tisalia i3 the 1ogica1 and best community for the
valley terminal

‘Several wntnesses Testifled in support of the appl;cat;on. '
The evidence of applicants was %o the effoct that Visalis offers
better notel accomodations thon Lemon Cove %o thooe‘who stop over
aight at this point on their way to the Natiomal Perk, and thet their
baggage can beo handled more conveniently and oxpeditioﬁéi&. It vas
alsd shown that tnere are complaints az to the inconvonienco of
trensferring passengers at Lemon COve snd that requests are madejior
tarough service by'many tourists and, plessure seokers on their way to
- the park. Applicants also offered some tostimony to tho offect that
laundry destined for the park i3 occasionally delayed ané thax it
would be bet tor £or perishable onpplies ir they could Yo carried
tnrousa without trans*er‘am Toron Cove.

The Viealia'alectric Railroad oporatoe betweexn Viaalia and
Zenon Cove- and to other points and many rassenger trains aro oper&ted
dalily in each direction betweon those points and connections are
made with the stales of applicants‘ both morning and evening. The
'testimony of this proteatant rail carrier whows that 1t3 passenger
traffic, due ©o. tho advenv of the automobilo has stoadily decreaaed
and they offered in.evidence ezhibits showing that Thore is now &
aoficiency of many thousands of dollars in its receipts Lron passen-

_ger service. mhe record shows moreover, that in suite of tae fact that

it has operated at a loss it has always maintained 8 satisfactory and




adeanzte gervice, thet 1te cars and equipment sre ample and mod.e:m,
an& t: at it has cooperated Lully in f.acilitating the transfer of
paggengers and express with the applicants’ stage line ‘s.‘t_ Lemon Cove.
Witnesses Zor the profeatants i-epresenting the conmnities |
who opposed this applioation, testiﬁ.ed to the se.tiefa.ctory sor'Vice
of the Visalise Eloctric Railrw.d and to thefr objection as %o the-
establisment of the proposed extension of service ae herein euugh‘t.
It was shown by th’f_e protestant group of commnnities that me Yisa.lie.
Zlectric Ra.ﬂroe.d b.e.s beer o great factor in 'the development of ‘f:h.e
territory ‘throngh whioh At operates, and will oontinne to 'be of
great valuwe in the fnrther development of ‘the territory th:roogh which

it passes. It Lurmighes not only = necessary service to s 1argo
number of 86bool children in the Lemom Cove Distrioct and the Union

Eigh Sehool Distniot‘ dut also to & very large namber o:t'emple;'y'ees
who work In the frrvit packnng honse° Located on this rail line east
-4 E::e'ter' |

' ’Ihe residen’cs throughout the entire section served; by the
V‘isel:a E’leotrio Bailroad are opposed to this propo*ed. ez‘tens:!.on of
“the e-tage, line of. 3pplice.n‘t:n, on the ground that a.ny :ﬂur‘cher dive*eion
or. cnrtailment of the pas°enger and exprees 'onsine s wonld mean a
serious crippling of and’ finelly a discontinuance of 1ts eerviee.

n:fter a oa:re:t‘ul con°idera.t£on of all tb.e evidence in 'tb.is
proceeding, we sre of the opin:ton a.nd hereby :find. as a faot the.t




public necessity aud convenionco do' not require the ostablishment of’
an sutomobile stage line as a common carzier of pé;asengera and ex~
press botween Visalia and &ll points east of Lemon Cove %o Giant.

Forest, Sequois Ns.tio:ial, Park, snd said a.;ppliéa.tioﬁ saould be denied.

A public heering having been held in the sbove’ ontitled
proceed.ing,r tho mattexr having been duly submitted and the ma.ftto.'t."
belng now ready :fcr decision | '

IT Is EBB:J:BY ORDZBED that the a.bove named’ a.;pplica.tion be
and the Samo 18 hereby denied.’

Da.‘ced. &t Sen Franeisco, Califomia tais Z;! d.a.y
1923.
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