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:aEFO?~ '!.EE RA.nROAD COMMISSION OF THE STA!rE OF CALIFORNIA 

-000-

In the Matter of the Application o~ ) 
KERMAE, TELEPROn: COMPANY, a. corPors.- ) 
t:tOXl, for· a. certificate of public. ) 
eOllven1ene'e .a.n4:. necessity, authoriz- ), 
ingitto extend its lines and. sa%'- ) 
vice. into :Biola and eur%'ound1ng ) 
territorY'. ) 

. . 
Applicat10n No. SSl3. 

,~, 'f ' 

"Ernest Irwin for Xel'mSll Telephone"Comp~y. 
F.' L. ]{.cNs.lly ,for, The Pacific, Telephone;Ee ,'~eleg.r8.ph Co. 
c. ::B. ,Woo.l-ten ,~!or, ICerme.n C.b.a.mber' O'! Coml:lel",ce .. 
o. lVor:r:ell. ~or B1016., Cham"ber of Commerc4.1: •• 

OPINION 
------~- ... 

Kerman Telephono Comp~y. app11e~t 1n th1sproeeed

ing is a. corporation own1tJ.g tmdoperat1ne;, s. tel~hone" exchtl.nge in , 

the.'town o'! ~e~, Fresno, COUlltj, a:od ftlrn1shing telephone s er:9;1 co 

in the town s.nd·: adjadent territorY. On April 20,192Z, Ke:rman 

TeJ.epllone ,Com:pe.:ay" in Applica.tion No. 7807, a:pp11ed. to,· the :Re.ill'osd. 

Commission 'for a. certifica.te of pu"blie conve:lience 'end neceSa:1tyto . , 
, ' 

legalize' t.b.e'exte~3ion of its lines s.:c.d service, 1ntothe towno"!' ' 

:Biola' and 8.d.j~cent "'territory. B10l.a. is s1t'Q,s:t.ed ~bout. six mil.es 

s.irl1nefrom the town of Xerms.n and e.bout fourt.ee.n miles :from' FrsB%lo., 

.A. public' hearing in th.e ma.ttel'was heldlIt Fresno,-
I' • , • ," 

June' 6,;1922. _ 'before Wm,iJ:ier Westover. -- Toget.b.erWith, othel' evidence 

at this. h.es=ingthel'Et ,w8.$.,rece1ved So pe:t1t1on~ signed. by some 
.., ' .. 

sevent:1-:l1ne business fil'msand reSidents of :B101& -and., .'V:;CiXl1ty 9, 

e.ddr~aed. to ~e Pacific.' Telephone & Telegraph, COInpSJ'lY, requesting 

it ' 'tofurn1sh ' the ':Bio~s. ¢~mttralli t~ J.~e~l snd long 'd1sta.nce' 'service. 
'. ..' 

The C'om:1ssion in its Dec1sion' No:., 10905, 'da.ted Auga.st' 2',1922., 
'" , .. 

denied,th1s spp11es.t1ons.ndoxprG3s~d. ita, Op1nion,that'Eie'P,ae1f1e . , . ," 
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. . .. 
~elephone s.na.,~elegrs.pb. Company s,b,ould,ests.b11sh an exchange'at 

Biola. 
-Xerm.s.n ~elephO%le Company on September l4,l922,' 

I 

made .applica.tion, for a. rehea.ring iJ:l. Ap:p11c£l,tion No,. 7807. The 

CO~$s1on 1n ~ecis1on 4fr.llSOS'datod ~ecember 5,19ZZ. denied this 

a.pplication. 

On ~ch 10, 1923, Kerman Telephone Company ill 

Application No. 8813 made applieation for authority to extend ,its 

lines an~ service into 3iola snd.surrounQ.ing territory. In 

tA1s applieation. Xerm.a.n ~elepb.one Company a.lleged t.b.s.t oW"J.llg . 
to the satisfa.ctory telephone service then being furnished ~y 

it to subscribers in the Bio~ territory a change in sentiment 

had taken plaee and Biola subseribers were then ge~&~all~ s&tis-'. , 

fied with th~ir service. ~s improvement in serVice.was 

aceounted for.b,. the fact t.o.at the previous overloading of the 

lines to B10lahad been relieved by the bUildingo! new CirCUits. 

AcO'ompsnying,t.b.e Application wae a petition with some one 
, . 

hund.red. twenty-siX s1gne.tu:res of residents of. the Kerman and 

:Biola districts request1ng t.b..a.t the matter of the :Biola serviee 

be reopened With the idea of keeping, tho distriet unde~ one ex

change. Petitions were received from both the Xer.mnn Chamber 
. . ~. . 

of Commerce and; 13101s. Chamber of Commerce in wh1chtheComm1ssion 
. . 

w~s :re~ested to reopen the matter of the Biola service and to 

a.llow Xe:r:ms.n '~ele:p.b.one 'Comp8ll1 to rencter. service throughout both 

towns gnd the surrounding community. 

A public· hear.1ng in this matter was held in Ke:rm.sn 
. r ' 

on Ms.r 9,:1.9,23. Mueh pub11e1t~.b.e.d. be~:c. gi'V'en the notice ot ,'the 

hearing so that . all those interested in the matter co'Ol.d be present 

8lld be heard if ther so desired. Bumerous witnesses !:rom both 

Biola and Kerman districts testified and Sll.e~ressed the ssne 

desire that the. entire .Kerman and. :Biola. district· be served from 

the one exchange. The Pa.cific Telephone & Telegra.ph Compen,.· S"tated 
. , 

that the ent1reterritorr of E1ol&~xer.ms.n and vie1n1t1 should be 

3' r."" 
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lii:ervect as one district and. that the boundar,. ~ine between t,,b,1s 

district snd. t.b.e exchange districts of ~e' Pac1!1eTelephone &: 
,4 , I," , " ~ 

Telegra.ph Comps.ny should. be' estab~1ehed a~ Dick1nson Avenue' south 

from the San J'oal{tl.ill River.. No protest W:l.S :cade against 'the g:t'8Jlt-
. " 

in g.' of the certificate to ICel"Ill8Jl Telepho21e Company. 
, ' 

Xerme.n ~elephone .CompBJly desires to· make. ef:tective 1%1 
. . . 

Biola district the rates now in ef:tect in Kerman district. wb.1e.b. are 

thoso provid.ed 'by, the CoIIlm1ss1on IS DeeisioD No. 9457.' 
..... " 

Pend.ing the esta.blishment o:f" anexe,hange in ,Biola 

,by The Pacific Te~ephone &:Telegraph Compsn~. Xerman. Telephone Com

psn'1 of:!ered fot!.:: part,. 'bus1nessse:rv1ce.ef:tect1vewitA1n ,the 

to~ limits of.Biola only, and establishing a monthly per station' 

ra.te of $3.50 ~d sueb. rate .b.o.s been ill ~ffeet, sinc,e' July 20,l922. 

Kerman Telephone Company cont.ended that this special rate was 

necessar,. since its monthl.:v :ro'O.l'-pa.rt'1 per stat-ion rs.te,o=' $2.00 
.J"' 
.~ . . 

for w~ zet and. $2.25 for desk set when 1llc:raasedby a mileage. 
'. . 

c.b.s.rge varYing from $5.50 to $6.00 per month and.Ilia.king'a total. 

rate of from $7.50 t~ $8.00 p~:r uonth for Wall eets and '$7~75 to 

$8..25 for desk sets" ·would. be exceseive and rondor its serviee 

undesirable. ~erefore Xermsn Tolephone Compan1 at the hearing 
• 

re~ested ~thor1ty to make affective s spacial rate for four

p~ business servico Within tho town ~im1ts o~ 3101a o~y. 
, ", 

.. :SOth~e Paei~:teTelephone and Telegraph. Comps.ny . , 

and Xerman Te~ephona Oompan1 have been furnishing se:rvice1n_~iola 

snd vicinity. At this time The Pncif1e~elephone Be Telegraph 

CompallY hae one servi eo Vl1 thin the town limit.s of :8i·ola. aDd others . 
in the' s'Ill"round.1ng terri tory. 1b.e f'O.l'n1e.b.1ng of telephone service· 

·in the Biola distri~t b,- both .telephone companies is Wl'ong in 

princip~e and I bolieve tbat the double servico shoUld be discontinued. 

On' J'tu:l.e 5" 1923, The Pae1i'1e. Telephone & Telegrs.ph 

c.ompe.n,- requested this Commission to withdraw its ap:plics.t10n~ ·for 

a.uthority to estc.b11s.b. s.n exc.b.a:age at Biola •. ~is request was granted ' 

June 14.l923. 
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I' t.l:.erefore recommend that Kerman Telephone CompeJlY 
, . 

, . 
be aut.b.orizedto extend its lines and service into Biols. end vie1-

ni.tr s.:ad that sJ.l present 8.lld prospective telephone subecribers 

in the Kel'man and Biola tel'ritor~ be offered Zermsneervicesnd 

t.b.a.t, 1lle:Pacific ~e~epb.one.8: Telogrtiph Company d1zconti:rm.eal.l 
• I " • . '" 

exc.b.o.nge service in this d.istrict wost. of a. 11:0.0, ,par8.llel to and 

five hundred feet west of Dick1naoll Avenue and, that the Xerman 

Telephone Company l'e1mb'OX'se T.b.e :Pa.cific Telepholl& 8: ~eleg:ra.ph ,Com-

ps:l:; for its investment ill that. te:rritory and ths.t :Z:C%'I!l8Z1 ~elophoXle, 

Compe.uy discontinue all telephone excb.sl1ge service in The heific 

Telephone, & Telegraph Comps.:c.y territories', east of So line parallel 

to and five b:aJ:1d.x'ed fee't west o~ Diek1nson Avenue and. that !l!.b.e 
, ., 

~acif1c ~elephone&~olegra.ph ~mpany reimburse Kerman Telephono 

Company for its inVestment'in that territory. 

ORDER - - -.---
Kerman Telephone Compe.ny. a corporation. having :ms.de 

Application for $. certifica.te of public convenience BJld neeessity 

authorizing it to extend its linesa~ service into'E1ol& and 

su:rrOtmd~g te:r~1tor:r~ a public hOa.%'i1l5 having been held, the matter 

.b.ev1ng been submitt.ed and. ready ~or deCision, and it. ap:P08.:t'ing, that 

:publ1~ C'onven1enc~ end. necessity reqa.1re that Kerlll8.l:l ~elephone Com

pany ~tU"nish telephone service in E101a and v'1oi:c.ity. 

~e Railroad Commission Declares tb.O.t present SJ::d 

~uture public convenience and neeessit~ zoquire the' construction 

by tho Kerman Telep.b.one,.c:ompany 0:1: an extenSion of it&~ te~ephone . 

lines for" the sorv1e,e of the ~own o:! ,.:Biola. and. ter'r1t'Ol'Y a.djacent 

thereto, provided. that e. 'lir.e parallel to snd f:tve.b.u1ldred fee.t 
, ' 

west oit D1ck1nson.,A,venue be a;c.d. the same is hereby este.b11,s.l:I.ed ,as 

ti:.e· eastern 'bottlldary line. which s.b.a.ll separa.te the enlarged..exchsnge 

district of Zerman ~el.e'phone C.ompSllY from the excb..a:age distriet'eoof 
.... , , . 

TAe Pacifie Telephone Be Telegra.ph Comps:y and. :f'tl.rt.b.er proVict6d . t!1at , . 



the rates ani- ch~ges whicA a=e et~ective in the, present Xerman 

exehange distriet shall be ef~ective in Biola snd surrounding 

territory Slld t.b.a.t the follom.ng rate "oe filed with this'Com

mission within f1!teon dS.12 a.:o.d be made effectivewith1n the, 

corpora.te limits only of Biola With1nthirty da.1s' from the da.te 

of this order. 

RA!l!E PER MOI{TR BUSINESS SERVICE. 

Wall sot -- Desk'Set --
Four-PSl'ty 11Xl.e per station $3.'75 

IT IS HE?~Y ORDERED that The·Pacific Telephone 
. ' ' 

& Telegraph Company shsJl be an! ·it is hereby authorized to 

di$eont~ue w1t~ twelve months from tho d$teof this order all , 

telephone exe.b.a.nge. serviee in the Ze:rma:a exc.b.D.nge district' west,'· 

o:t the ec.stern bounds:rzr 11116 herein os.tablished.and, t.hat Kerman 
, . 

Telephone Comp$.D.y be $Jld'it is lierebr e:o.thor1zed to discont,inue 
# 

within the same periods.lJ. .telephone exche:o.ge service:1n The 

rtl.Ci:f1e Telephone & Tel.egraphCo:npanyt e exc.bange. terr1toriGsoa.st 

of t.b.1 slinG·. 

The.foregoing opinion ana order are hereby a.pproved , 

and ordered. fil-adas the opinion and order . of the, :Ra.ill:oS.4.. Com

mission of the'St~te of ,California. 

De.ted a.t S.e:l'lhanc1sco, Cali forIli e.. this J Z 1'-.. 

dar of July, 1923. 


