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In the matter of,' the app11oa.t1on of ) 
the City of DaVia for permission to ) 
constra.et andms1nte,1n, a.publ10 ) 
oro88ix1g over'and acrosS'right-of- ) 

, 'W'IJ:1', of the 'Southern 'Pa.oif1e.Comp~ ) 
'at.Fourth aM" WoOdland "Streets. 1%1. J 
the C; t,- 'of Da'V1a. ., 

Application ,:No. 8981 

F. A. PLANT. for Applicant . , 

:E'. w. laelke ~ for Southe:rn Pac1:!10 
'Comp~ 

OPINION --- ... - .... --

rue i3 an application bjthe- Cit,. of DaTia tor per-

mission to const:ruot Fourth Stroet a.t grade- acrose the track 
o'! Southem Pacific ' eOmp~. 

A public hear1l:lg wa.s held on this application 111 ' 

IIe'V18 on Jul.y 13; 1923.' 

~e 01 tt of D&V1a extends, a,proX1ms.tely three-quarters 
. . ~. ' 

o~ a. m1~e in an easterly and westerl,- direction and. one-hal.:! ' ' 

mUe. ina. northerly and soa.therl,- d1::e.c:t10n.·, ~ main line 
", '. .', 

of the- ~Sou:tb.em Ps.o1f1obetween San Franc.1seo and Sacre.mento 
'. , 

crosses: the southeasterly corner <>f the,' Oity. there .beiJ:)g:: no-' 
, , '. ! ',' , - ", 

portion of the bUilt-up section of the- city south o~ tbie: ' 

trs.ek. ;o&T.1.a is 8. junction of'" the main line to, Sao;sment6'snd, 
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the main line north. to ~ehama Via Woodland. ,The ~eham& line: 
. , , 

l"tUl8 alO%lg WoodlsIIdStreet in the CitY' of Dans .e:c.d 18 the 

one concerned. ,ill th16 proceedi:cg,. Approx1mately one-fourth 
• ,", I '. ' 

o~ tho area o:t:Dav1s :Lies. e~st ofWoodl.and s~ree-t,Wh1Ch 8't~eet 
is not open to publ1otravel r ' being devoted ~tirelY to r811-

. ' ..' . ' 
road use and tor1te maJor portion oc~p1ed by four tradk8~ 

• '/ " I 

There' are at present two cros81:cgs over this' line of 

ra.1lros.d; na.mel,.~ at Seoond . Street a:c.d at ~rd Street. Fourth 
," 
c
l • "" 

Street is the only etreet· in the.City of, DaTis open east of the 
. 

railroad which ,does not have a grade cross:1%lg over treoks • .Al.l . ' 

of thoso 8treets are apProXimately four h~dred ~eet apart. 

The business section .of::Dav1s 18 located between Seoond and . . 
q • 

!I!h1:rd Streets one 'block west of the re.11ros4. Northo:! ~rd 

Street there are approximately one hundred and thirty residences 

of ,which twen'ty-:f'1veare east o~ the rMlroad. Of thee:e twenty-
,. , 

I • 

:f1 ve- thirteen are lo~ted north of Fottrth Stre&t.··:~;· ~e 1nstaJ.la-

t10n of 8. crosB1llg at Fourth.Street would,not'sdd to, the 'oonvan-
.. 

1ence of' ~ of ~he rea1dente: east of the track 1n ,reaoh1Dg the 

'business oenter of DaVia but 1 t would 'be a convo:c.1ence to the 

occupe.nts of approX1m8.tel,. twenty; houses in r~eh1XJg. the', more ' 

northerly residential. district of DaVis west. o'! the track:. , . !he 
. , 

pr1no1peJ. co:c.vemence' to' 'be:. served b,. the' Fo"t:Zrth. Stre~ crosaillg 

would 'be- tha.t afforded deli vcy boys. of va.r10U3 mereb.8nts in 

msk1%lg de11vorl.es. 

~o l:leXt Oro8S1llg over the- tracka north of Fourth street 

18 a county ~os.d located approx1ms.tely one-quart~:, of e.ln1l& 
• Ij • . 

north;' but there ,is no co:c.tllJct1on between this,. county roe.d east , 

of the track ,.a.ndths.t portion o·f the City of Ds.v1s ly:t%lg. east of 
" , 

the track. !I!b.1s eross1l:lg~ therefore, is of no benef1ttothat 

portiOn. of DaVis for' whose conven1enoe the Fourth' Street crolS8mg . ~ . . . . 
1areque~ 

-2-



The oross1:cga: &t both Second. e:c.d. 'Elird, st%'eete &%"$, 
, , 

~rlY' ha.za.rdoua CX:0ssiIlge~ th~ 'V1ew'be1%lg Ve'r7 seriousl,. 01>-

strctcted. at both the croe81X1g8~ ~ c:ro sa1:ag e. t Pourth Stree-t 

would p:robe.bll" not be 8.8 hazardous as thea8' oross1llga &8 View' 

18 preot1call.7 'QllObatra.oted~ ,except :for cars: etsnd1Dg on the' 
, , 

s1d1l:18a~a.cent to the ms.1nl1:c.e9 Which eond1t1.on: aleo frequentlY' 
, . 

. I 
obta1na at the two. existing orose1llga. 

, . 
lio def1ll1 te . 1ll:t'0:rms. t10n is av.ailable as to the smO'QJlt of 

tnvet that would ps.8s over the Fourth Stroot cro"1XIg,~ but it 
, , ' 

was: est1mS. ted. that it would appro:d.me.te ~ifty' veh1oles: :Per daY'. 

The milroa4 operates ten' passe:oger trains' and four reguls.:r' freight 

tra.1n8 over this line in addition to which in th. bU8~l' season. there' 

are ·ord.1JlS.lS17 run eight add1t10nslfre1ght trains. ~re 18 al80 

a ,Ver'3' cons1derable s.mo12:Q.t of sntehi:cg. ove-r th& e:o:t1ro'length 

of ,Woodl8:ld Street. 

1'he C1t:,rO:t Davie 18 bounded on1t5 westerly and soa:.therlY' 

s1des'by- the propert:rofthe'5niversitY' o:tCe.l1:tor1l1a 'ana. on ita, 
. .., " ." . '.. 

easterlyS~de' b:r the property '''Of the Paoinc Gas: and Electric Com-

~;, Which 1 t· is, oxpectedW1ll be- devoted to shop- :p"Cl.r.PoS&8.~ere 

, is, t;herefore~ <?nI.7 one~1rect10n1n Wll1ch the c1tyean expand~ , 

1l8m8ll" ~ort".o.er17. . I~ 1 t expands Xlortherl:r ~ on the e8sterly 81d. 

oj! the track 1 t Will proba.bly. grow to' a oO%lllO'ct1on With the- east' 

aDd west CO'Q:llty, ,road. Which' now is aorOS8 the. re..llro'ad. just north 

~. of the 01 t7 11m1ts. I:t it 'grows northe:rly~, on the We e:t erly . ~d~ 

O'!the' ra1lroad~1ttle or noadd1t1onal nooe:881 ty 'Will arise: 'for 

s. lleW, crosS1llg~ 

!!!b.e, ciV contends that :fire hazard ·to tha.t portion of the 

01 t:,r e8.8t of the track wo"OJ.d . be- materially dee%'es.sea. 1'! ,the cross-. . , 

1ng at Fourth Street were· opened for the reeeon that :treight t~ 

in the :Pastha.~e'frOquentlYblOeked· both the Seeo:c4 atId' rurd' 
" , 

" 

Street croSSj~s. for considerable, periods:. Although. the1natall.at1ono~:, 



the Fourth street croS8iJlg would b~ some :reli~ in th1a rea-

poot~ it appears that most of the freight traina operated '011, . ' , . . ~ 

this line are ~:t1cientll" lo:cg to block not o:cl:v the Seoon~ , 
, , , 

8Xld !!lird Streett;:~ro331llg8~ but also, the Fourth Street crOS8-
,1llg i;t 'c1netalled~' ,and; it :t'arth~r apPears -the.t .sou:bhern Pao1-, 

" '." 

fic ,Comp~ has recently, taken' messures 'wJnoh his mater18ll.y 
, .. 

reduced ,the ,t1m8 that the ex1st1Dg oro'ssillgS ~e blocked. It' 
shouJ.d~ o:fcoura&~ be noted that the enforcement of,regaJ.&~ 

,', , 

" 

tiona requ1r1%lg 'the cutt1%Jg of tra.1na 'stand1:ag over' the cross-

11188 is a proper matter ofe:c.forcement by ,the po:L1ce aUthor1";, 
. . .. : . . " 

ties of the oity ,itself~ 
, 

Within a. to,tal distance of one-quarter :o:f amUe to ' 
, ' 

be served there are- ,~ow two gre.de erossiIlgs: and, the ha~cl " 
;> .. 

incident to, the es.tablisl1ment 'ot an additional gr~e 'crosB1Ilg ': 
" would not seem to"be justi,:tied bY,the amaJ l public" convenience 

th8.t wo~d be served b,- ~ &dd1t1onal croBs1:cg w1th1nauoh-& 

, short distance. Al.though'it is tl'1l& that the"crossi:cg: &'t ' 

Fourth Street would present,i! anyth~~ lfIJ8sh8.zardou:s' con-
o • • • ,. • • • 

d1ti0Il8 than theoros81:cg at ~ird,Street~ the: o1tl"contenda 
, ' ..' . 

the..-t :the ex1at1Xlg crossing, a.t !I!hirdStreet 18 substant1aJ.l.3" 

more o~ & public convenience thsnthe,one'at Fourth Street~ 
, ' 

u this were nott:rue~ it m1ght be pro:Pe%' that tb.18 app11ca.~ 
, '.. . '-

tionbe granted upon the condition that the ~rd Street 

crose1ngwere closed. 
In View ot all,of these conditions it does not appear 

that : the publiC ,ha.zard incident to the 1D8teJ.lat1on of at~:rd 

cros81l1g over the t::t'fJ.Ck ot the Southam P&c1f1c 18 at this 
.' . . 

time justi,f1ed Q14' that; ther~oret the application; should· 

be denied.;: 
. The, followi:og fom of order is recommended. 
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o RD E R. 
-~- .... ~ 

~e 01 ty 01: DaVie haViDg made a.pplication ~or pa:z:-
. , , . . 

, " , 

mission to eonetnct a. grade erosSi%lg.at.Fourth'cd Wo~&tJd 

s.treets in the City of :oaV1s~ 8. public hear1l:lg'haV1:og b~ 

held,. the ,OOmmi38ionboiDg appr1sed of the :facts~ the, matter 
." 

being undersubmiss10nand ready for deei8ion~ 
. , . , . 

I~ IS REREBYORDERED,. ,that the above entitled appli-
..,' .' 

cs.tion be. a:c.d 1 t ie horebY' denied. 

The ~oregoing Opinion and Order are herob:,v a.pproved 

and ordered filed as the Op1n1o:C: and Order' of the :Ra.ilros4. 
Commission of ' the Sta.te 01: Ca.l11:om1s.. 

'''-.:.. ' 

Dated at ,San hs:c.cisco ~ . Cal1:f'orma., this: J ~ . daY' 

of JuJ.:3',. 1923. 
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