Decision “No. (143 S

BZFORE . m RBILROAD COMSSION OF TEE STATZ OF C-A.Ia
| ’ -00o~

In the metter of the spplicetion of )
the Board of .Supervisors of the County )
of Ios Angeles, Stete of Californis, - ;
)
)

Application No. 9067

for.permission to install s grade croas-—
ing over the tracks of the Pacifiec
Electric Rallway on Wilmington Street.

Roy W. Dowd, for applicant

R. C. Gortner, for Pacific Zlectric Railway
Conpany

BY TEE COMMISSION:

Tais 43 an applica:tion of the Supervisors ot the :
Comaty of Tos Angeles for permission to comstruot Wilmi.ngton
Street at gra.de.a.cro..s the Whittier line o:!.'?&ciﬂc- Eleotric
Railway compa.ny " | | |

A pu,blic hearing was held on this application before
Exsminer Williams . in Los Lrgeles, July 9, 1923,

Wilmington Street is o rela.tively 'unimpor'ta.nt street
varying in width from tnirty to sixty feot, in the u.n:!.ncor-
pora-'ted. portion of Los Angeles County extending south .ctrom
Slauson. A.ven'a.e a distance of approximately one mile. It i.s:
open -to pn.blic travel except at ite point of croaeﬁ.ng ovu-
the tracke of the Pacific Electric. It rmns in The aama |
genera.l direction ag the new Truck Boulove.rd. conatmote& on
.alamed.a. Stroet which croeaes this sa.me line of ra.ilroa.d ﬁ.ve
hundred snd thirty feet easterly of the proposed crosai.ng._




Wilmington Street is also paralleled by Eolmes Avemze o wide
but not highly improved street Jocated approximately eix hun~
dred end sixty “ﬂfee't: to the weat.. The territory to be setvod
by Wilmington Street 1ies betwsen the four track 1im of the
Paci:fic mectric extending to Watts and the ‘.E:c'u.ck Boulova:d.
on Alameds Street south of Slauson Avenvue.

Although this territoxy has 'beon somewhat develo:po& as
& residentisl territory it is now being more intensely develo;o-
ed as indu.a‘trial ten-itory. The immediate causo for ﬂling
this application is becaunse the XcFie Supply COmpana h&s pur-—
chased the eight aore tract of 1ana. lyine; between Wﬂ.ming‘bon
Street and Al_ameda‘ Street and between Slsuson .A.venu‘e{ and the
Whittier line of the Pecific Electric. This company! now par~
pbsos to erect on this property a large warehousge haﬁngﬁa.ppro-‘
ﬁ.m&tely sixty-five thousand square foet 17 ‘a.:reaQ a.nd’;\ doéirea to -
'a.ao Wilmington. Streat as its tea.m &nd truck access .’m ordor o
avoid ss far as possible the traffic congea'cion on Slmon
Avenue and Alameda Stree't respectively. The tra.f:fic( ':o and
from this large warehouse will be approzima’cely eoml In a.ll
directions and t‘he MePile COmpany d.esires o use Wilmington ’
Street as its outle‘c to the south and east in order: to relievo
this industry’s trucks of the necessity of passing the highly
congested corner at the intérsection. of Alameds S‘tree‘é and
8lemson Avemue. It is snticipated that other industry develop-
ments will be made slong Wilmington Street immedia.‘bely south
of the railrosd but aslde from tﬁe ,xcoﬁvenio’nce of "théSG PTo=- -
posed industries thexe sppears to be but Little present ‘p."a.blic'
necessity for the proposed crosaing. -
| The Whittler brench of the reilrosd extends m a general
easterly and weste*ly dfrection and at this point 1t m. a donb:!.o
track line over which are operated oxrdinarily eighty—s:!.a: Pass=

exgox treine and nineteen freight or express trains d.a.ily.

o -

:.’...*- -“'.‘




Due to the fact that the J'a.nc'tion of thiw Line with 'bhe :t.’ov.r-
track Wette line rallroad ic a little over one thov.sa..d :Eee‘t;
westerly of the propoaed erossing s.nd. due to the fact "ha.t the
Waittier '.'Line of the Raclific Zlectric crosses the San Pe&ro
branch of the Southern Paciflic lesc than six hundred fee‘b eact~
erly, the speeds at the point of crossing at Wilminé-ton ati'oe'b
are reletively low. The Junction wi*t:h the fou::-tmcl: liner mst
necessarily be approached under control by cars . 0L the Z?aci"ic
Zlectric althouvgh they do not sctually stop. Boforo cross:.ng
the Southern Pacifio, however, all cars of tho ?aoiﬁc Electric
in botk directions actuelly s‘top.

The temtory in the vicinity of tke propoaeri crossing
is flat, the top of rail of tho xoilroad boing only a’bov.* one
Loot above the adjacent grovnd. Tho view at presant 13 clea.:c
and wnobstructed in all directions. It 4s thorefore possi‘ble
to construet a grade crossing at thi., po:!.nt withont incurring
any more than the ordimry hazard due 'to tho constmction o:l: a
grade. crossing. On the other hand, the principal pu'blic con-
venience sul mecessity to be served by the erossing 1z tha.t
dwe to the necessity ot providing e'aitablo accesc to irxdnst rial
territory. Althoue;h this territory ie in the unincorpors.ted.
portion of Los ingeles County, it is 4in %the po.th of metropoli‘ban
industriasl d.evelo;:ment of the City of Los Angeles and 1in suck

a4 Terxitory streets and railrosd crossings incident therato

mat neceasarily be provided at more :rrequent interv'ala tha.n in

8lrictly residential terri't:ory or in mo:-e roral d.istricta.

- For the present the traffic on the highway will proba‘oly
be light and uhﬂ.a fact when consid.ered with .the unobatructed
view amd rela:tively low gpoeds of the tra.im wou.ld seem to
Juetify the conclusion that no specisl protection ia'necoasa:y
at present. If; kowever, any building is erecto&'wif«_f:hi:;"a.*

T




redins of mevemty-five foet from the center of thie cross-
ing the view would then be so obstructed-as to justify the
irstellation of an autometic flsgman for the proteg't’ion of
the crossing; or 4 tlie etz?ee.'t ie paved with a hard mfaoe
pavement, the traffic would unaonbt'gdly be Medmtoly suf-
‘ﬂciem: to Jjustify such protec'tion. In the event tha.t
either of these conditions ehould develop, an automa.tic nag-
man should be installed. -

The Board ¢of Supervisors o:f.’ the County of Log Angelea
raving md.a appiication for permission to const:mot Wilming-
ton.Street at grade across the tracks ot quific Electric
Railwey cbmpany, as hereina.:ftéz; indicated, & public hearing
having been hell, the Commission being apprised of the facts,
the matter ‘oeing wnder submission a.nd reedy :or deciaion, |

I? IS EERSBY ORDERED, that permission be smd it is
heredy g:imfod the. Boa.r&_ or'Supervisoxs of the COuzzty‘o:E
Zos szmgeles o construct Wilmington Street at grade across
the tracks of Eaci:ric‘meétric..wlww C'ompa:ﬁy in the locs-
tio:; "Shown on ‘the mapva.tfa.hhed'. to the applicat’ion, .wid

crossing to be constructed subject to the following copdi-
tionss '

(1) Tke extire expense of coﬁatmcting the cross-
ing shall be bornme by spplicant. The cost of its. maintenance
up to lines two ‘(2‘) :feet ouf_side of the rails shell be borve
by -applicant. 'mhé"maintemnce of that portio;x oz the | croéa':-.
ing Detween lines two feet outside of the rails shell be |




borne by Pacific Electric Rallwaey C‘.ompany.

(2} The crossing shall be comstructed of a wia‘db.
'not less then thirty (30) foet snd at an angle of ninety
(90) degrees to the rasilroed end with grades of approach
ﬁot‘g:rleater_ than two (2) per cent; shall be protected ‘by ,
& suitsble eroseing sign and aholl in every wey be made
safe for tb.e passage thereon of vehicles and other roa.a.
tratfic. . |

(3) If and when axy bv.ildizig or other serlous ob~
struction to view is located within 8 z-adius of sevonty- '
:Ei.ve foet from ‘che center of said. erossing or 1£ snd Wb.en :
sa.id Wﬂ.lmington- Street is pa.ved Witk & hard su:faoo pave-
ment Between sald crossing end Sleuson AVeIuE an sutomatic
flegman ehall be 'iﬁétalled for the protection of ssid -or§ea-
ing a3 the sole expense of a.ppl‘ilcari't,. said a.ﬁ;tomtic flagmen
*0 be of a type and installed in ac_cord.énce with zpm:“‘-‘ or
deta approved by the Commission. . The maintensnce of éaid“
 flagnan shall be Borme by Pacific Electric Ratlway Compazy.

(4) 'Applibént shall, within thirty (30) days thore;'-,
after, notify this Commission, in writing, of 'the completion
of the instsllation of sa.id crosaing. '

(5) The a.uthoriza.tion herein grented for the instale
lation of said croésing will lapeie' and become void one year
from the date of this order unless farther time is g:ranted‘

by subsequent order,

(6) The Commissior reserves. the righ‘c to make
such mrfhér ordexs relative to the location, comstruction,
. Operation, meintensnce a.nﬁ.,protection of said. ¢rossing 8%
to 4t nsy seem right,a.nd proper and to revoke its permis~
gion if, in i_ts Judguent,. the public convenience and




necessity demand =such action.

m:.ie order shall become effective ten (10) d.aya
after the making thereot.

'.Da'te& at Sa.n Francisco, Cali:tornie. this 22// day

- CommissSioners.




