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In the Uat t.e:- o~ tho Application of ) 
F. H. Mo.w:.tford. and. O. C. ~odes'!o:r: a ) 
Cel"ti~icate of publio Oonvenience' anCt ) 
Necessi ty to opora.te atl to stage"~assen- ) 
ger ser~ce between Los Angeles snCt ) APplioation No. 9102. 
Trona., California,. snd veri OUS ind.tls- ) 
trial pl~ts loosted. on Searl$s Lake ) 
or Wi thin s. radius ot ten (10) miles ), 
of said Lake." ) 

... "to 

C.R. ~bi t, Jr .. , for .App11co.nts. 

\:rs.rren E. Libby,. for ~1ck:vtick stllgO, :Northern 
D1 Vision, ;]?rotes tan t. 

W. R. :powell, for Pa.okard. stOoge Line, Protestant. " 

w. R. Anderson, for Yojave-Rand3'burg stage Line, 
Protestant. 

K1dd & Eardy, by 11. W. Xia.d, for Motor ~r8lls1 t 
Oompeny, Protestant. 

-]'. E •. Wa.tson, for Soa.thern J?a.o:i.:f:ie 'Rs.11w~. 
Pro.tosta.u t. 

S. V. Austin,. !or .Amerioan ~ons. Co:r:p'orat1011, 
. ." :Protostant. 

BY ~EE.COMMISSION: 

Q. ~. ! N .! .Q. ! . 
• , I • 

:B'. 11. Motllltford and O. C. ~ode3 have made a.p:pliO'a-
.C '. 

t1~:c.;; to the Railroad COmmission for a certifioa.te of publio. 

" convenienoe and. necessi t:v to operate auto stage pa.ssenger ser-

." . nce between Los Angeles·,and. ~ons. .and industrialple.nts.Wi th-
, 

in So rad1 us 0:= ten, (10) mile S o'f :Be arlee Lake. 
~ 

A publi0 hearing was co:c.d,uctod. by Exem.1nor Williams 

.' at Los Angelos.' . 
" ... 

t" 'it"t.r 't , '. 

. . '-Applioants propose to trane!>ort passengers from . 
• ~ __ '" "';'\ I 

..... ~.".!, . 

Los AXlgelee to 'l!r~ns. and.. other·ind.ustrial ,points at'Searles-
~. . 

~ake apon a sohedaled trip from either termini on Mondays 

'<.... 

/I. tI ... · r' 
rl:~OI~i 



/' 

onl:v, bttt to add. such other sarnce during the week aa 'tJJIJ,"$ 

be demBnaed. Searles Lake is ~ ~od:v of water highly miner

sl1zod. and from. whioh a nmnbor of cor:p~ations e:ct:rsct GodA. 

salt end othor prod.aots. In addi t1on. these compe.n1oe ha.va 

large land deposits of other ohemioal minerals for Whioh 

there is demand throughout the ooantry. ~e region is 

isolated on the east', s,ide of the Owens Valley, arm of the 
." . 

Mojave Des&rt~ and is served only by the~ona ~a11rosd., 

(owned b"$ the Amer,:toan ~ona. Corporation) whioh operates ' . . 
~ 

from its j12l'lotion With tho Southern Ps.e1f10 at Searles to ' 

Tro:a.s. and vi01ni ty., 

~ main indastry is tha.t of the AX!1erioa.n TrOna.' 

Corpora.tion, although other 1mports:o.t 1ndustr1es are tho . 
• '. .. I' '\ ~ 

Bll%llha:n "Chemioal. Company, 'S'olV's.y Prooess Compa:ny, West End.'· 

Chemioe.i c6mpsny, sn~ Jmer1osnM8.snaSis. Compen,·. ' 

APplio~t Moantforaisthe.labor agent for the 

.American Trona. Compen, in proouring. 'QJ1sk11led. labor in 
t'I " d 

Loe Angeles for tMs industry. Acoord.1ng to the te'st1mony 

of Mr. S. W. Aust1n. Loe Angeles ':Manger for this e~PSllY_ 
. 

the ~ona eompgn1 slone roqa1ros approx~tely 400 employes 

to normally eqnip its operations. He farther teet1~1e~ that 

the labor ~o.rn-o"er. s.pprox1~tely_ at this plant is' 500% • 
. , . ' 

, ' ' 

dUEt in $. m.easure to the isolation from labor markets and tho . . . ,-
~::d-:s..t'!me:e: of extreme hos.t from early spring unt.1l late in 

the fall. :S:e' also testified. that the ollly· markot fr.om wllioh, . . -, , . 

to ,recrai,t tlllsld.ll&d. l,s.'bor tOs.d.vSJltage is tho Loe .A.ngeles 

market. and th8.t:exper1enoe has'd.emonstrated that tb:ere 18 
. " 

great ws.9t~ "'O:f'.money .1Xl. &t~empt1ng the transportation of this 

lab'or 'by r8.1i~ 'or by 'other method.s illV'olV1:cg. ohange of vohiole. 
I '... • ' 

,-' 

~or the reason that nearly half of those .emp1oyed and ~or 

wh1ob. transporta.tion ,is provided do not oomplete the trip, 
" ' 



~ bat aband.on thoir parpose a.t po1n~s ,ot t:rs.ns~er. In other' 

woras, ~ great~ aeoopt'omplo~ent·tn order' to get tho 
, .' 

advantage of partial. free transportation. :M:r'- 4ast1n tes-
, ' 

t1.tied.' that" the o:OJ.y method "by whioh they ooala. 1llSure normal ' 

. eqtii:pment ' of men at the . pl.8l1t 'Was by direct and con t1l:l.U0t18 . . 

s.utomo~iletrsnspOrtati~n between the'potnts. 
,~ , '. '" .J' ~ lie :farther test1:t'1ed.,thatthenormsl Otttptl.t of 

, . 
:the. plant' ~ been 15,000 tons monthly, but that contr8t)'t . 

. . . 
. ',...." . . . 

ha.e. been made reqo.ir1ng the delivery of 35,,000 tons add.1-' 
, '.. ... 

ti ons:r. , monthl~ o:f!' m.86XIa.eito, ana that it was '8.bt:i~lutely :0.&0-

ess~' t~t the labor available bo used by the industr:y; l1e 
. . 

" . .. , ~ . 
:!urther expressed tho be11e~ th8.t this, service. would: not be 

used by the general public except very ~eqaently. In fact 
:. i ' • ..- ' .... ; • ,. .,., 

it was adm1tt&d by applicants and. by the Witness, Mr. Austin, 
, . 

that the servico would be almost exclusively for the b~ef1t 
I .. • .. 

of tho Trons. COmpSl1Y s:c.d.. other ind.ustries at Searles Ls.ko re-
. .,' ... 

qu1rtng labor in the 1.03 .Angeles market, and. that, the appllca.-

tion was intended to bring the operation squarely Wi th1n tho 

" law, . s.a the industrios themsolV'OS are to oompeXl.~ate the oper-
.,.. " '. 

a.tora of the serVice for each 1:c.d,1v1dllsJ. transported • 
, .,' 

..... 

, . 

the entire distanoe" a.pproxime.tely 180 miles, in about n1ne· 

hours, incl ttd.1.ng a at~p. for lttD.oheo:a: at midday. The., ~are ,t.o 
be chargea is,. ~7. 50 one way Wi th no ro=c'I. trip f~e. It 18 

• Jo ' ' ' I 

further proV'1ded.that baggage not to excead 50 los. for o80h 
" .' ... 

adult' passenger will be carried free. ~e eq1l1pmen t now 
.. . ." , ., . , . 

&vailable' oonsists o~ t~o~ seven passenger touring oars, , 
. '. . . " 

but applioants are prepare-a, to ad.d other vehiclos. .A;pp11~ 
. .., 

,'.' • 41 , , 

oants ~ropose. ,to do no intermediate 'bus1noe~ wb.e.t~ver, and 
.. 'J .",' ~ '.. • .,' • 

so stipulated at . the :bearing. 

fb.e app11ee.ti'~nw~ ,opposed: b:v motor and rail' 
• ,'110 '. 

-3-
/;). !~.'~" 
.... ..,;-1 



" 
" oarriers on the gro@d. that. oombined, the motor oan1ora and 

,~ 

their adequate eqUipment snd se~11oe are p:re~ared to deliver . , 

tllese psssengere at ~one. and that tho southern Pao1fio' :Ran-
wa, maints1ns a daily servioe to searles.wher& a oo~t1on' 

is ms4e Wi th t~e passenger service' of the.'.:~o:c.a. Railroad. 

lio protestant opere.tes to !tr:ona or Wi thin thirty miloe o'! 
, ' 

th1.s point. To sllste.1n atlto oarr1er :protoa,tsnts tl:Ie Oommis ... 

sion WOll1.,d require these passengers to be oarned to :W:ojs:ve 

by one o~rie:r., there trsns~er:r&d to anot~er to%"do11ver.r 

at ~snasburg. there trsne~orred for delivery at Searles, 
'~ 

f,rom whioh po~t'passenger8 must t&ke the ~one rs1lroad. 
, 

Or if the serv10e ot protestant Mojave-Rsndsbu:rg line was 
, ' 

extended to ~ona. trom Randsbllrg. as proposed 'by M:r:." .Al'ld.er-
" 

son, no transfer at Randsburg would be neoessary. ' 

The most direet serviee is that o~ the Sout:bo:rn '" 

Ps.o1~1e. 'Whioh has lately·established. daily servioe out o'! 

Los AUg()les, each %light eonneoting with the OWes. Vallel' 
. 

branoh at Mojave, the branoh oonnecting wi th tho Trona. rs.1l-

road at searles •. ~a servic& involves also transfers at ' 

Mojave and Searles. 

~e reoord. shows ths.t thore is ,adeqll~te serv:1oe 
. ' 

between ,Los Angeles. and Mojave over the lines of the Soo.th-
. ' . 

ern Paoifi0 Railway 8lld the ?aeksrd stage Line. :North:,o"! 

Moja.ve thero is no direct sorvioe to Trona 'by an'tomobile • 
... 

In new, of the desire of tho 8.:ppliosnts to:: a t:broo.~ sor-

vioe botwe.en I.osAngeles and TroM," without 8:tJ."fI ohange,. .a. 
. 

'oertificate to o~er~te from Mojave to Trona. whiohmight 
\\. .-' 

reasonably'be granted. tmder tho testimony herein, wo'ald' 
• W .. , '1/ ,_ " .. ,.... ,.11" 

, . 
. not, be .. a.cceptsble to appl1fs.nts.. Thoir plan 13 to select 

. "~.~'~ . , .." ..... ~,. ... 

• 

the labor at Los Angeles and transport smne to ~ons. Wi th- ~ .. ;' 
,'. ' . "',''''''' .,. . 



charged :eor suo~ transportation and which is paid b~ tho' Trone. ' 

Cocpsny fer th& passengerssnd deduoted from tho oarnings o! 

the labor th.tIls transported. aocord.1ng to, tho tostimoll1 of ap

plioants .alld Mr. Austin. \:e oanllOt find. that tho reoord..· shoWs 

publio neoeaa1 ty for the serVioe pro:posed. 'but rather e. pr1-
. . 

v:ate neoes~1 ty of the a.pplicants and the ,American Trona Com-. 

p.~.,> l'or. this rea.son we ~e11eve tho al?Pl~oe.tion sho~ld b~,~ 

denied. 

. ' . .. 

F. R.' Mountford and. C. C. :Rhodes, he.V'1l:tg a.pplied. 
,.. 

to the ~a.ilroad Cammias10n for a oertificate for,p'O.bl1ooon~ 

venienee snd. neoessi ty to operate a.llto sta.ge passenger e&r-, 

Vioe between Los Angeles and ~ons. nnd. industrtsJ. pl~nt8 

loe$.ted Within ten (10)' mile. radius o:f Searles I,~ke,s. pub

lie hearing ha~ been held, the matter hav1ng been d'O.l~ 

submi.tte.d. and. ,now, ,:being read.y for dooision: 

~ RAILROAD COWJIISSION OF !rEE ST~E OF C.ALIFOImIA 
., ' ' 

hereby deolsros th&t .pc.bliO oonvenienoe end .:c.eoess1 ty do not 

require the servioe ,as proposed here1:c. by 'a.pplioants ~. R •. 

Xomtford and C. C. "lthod.etl,EJnd the.t thO' app11oat1on heroin 

be;' and. the same her.~b1 is dGnied. 

Deted. at 

dsy °t. LUt1'"'* , 19'23. 
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