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In 'the. Matto%" of tho APplice.tion ) 
o~ TEE· LOnER IcA..ZS F AaMERsr .ASSo- ) 
C!AT::!) , ~ELEPE:Olr.& ~LL.~.,: fox: an, ,. . ) 
Orde%,'.,g1v:t:og ,:perm1ss10n~o ra1'~o ) 
montj:,l;r dues' ofme:r..bore; , , .,' " ) 

A~plieation No. 6106 

O::INION _ .... ----- ..... -

. ..... , .... "... .. .,... ' 

in· this proo ceding,. 1& nn associ sti on formod sana) years .o.go 'by.severa,l 

farmer lines' aesocie.t1ons'loca.ted 1n the sou.thorn part ofLoke ,co:c.nty 
, . " . 

to furll1cha.nd 'o~rs.te'. 0.' telCp.:h.onc exc~e by 'mea.nz o~'7!hichmembers" 

01" these" fQ.rmer :line ~ ~sO'ciations' ,could., roceiVO ,exeha.nge,·serv~'e a.nd. 
" , 

" ",';',1, ,', 

,theYSJldthe :pu'bli~c,. could receive ,service fro:i.',p01nts, ou.taid.o,th.ie,l~ 
, ,. ' .. ,.. ."'" " '.' ... ~., . , ; ', ' . • " n., 

cai.:1ty~.. ':r.o.e eXch3.ng,eSJld:llll.·p:r:6:90rtj" of the"$$eocia.t1on~;" is 'loc:,a,tod: 

: 1nth~'tow' of Lower'Lake, 81~aiod nee: to ~dsouthofJ,st of, ·Clo·a.r'·La.ke.· . 
", :. ' • • , 'I ,'. "'; ":'. • "'.' " ,., .. " , 

~. "~ , . , 

TJ?e :tower Lake Farm~rs1'" Associated· ~o10phol'le L1nez 12 owned 
',' . 

",. 

by six' eop$rat~17 O~()d' and. opero.t'od. fnrmer line a3:soc1'l.tions "ai' follows:- ' 
• " I ,~ , •• • 

",.' "" 1../ 

(1), Lower: Lake- Slld. lI'"dd.CUetown' F~ersT ~~lo;Phone Aesoei9.tion.. " 
" . . '. (' . 

(2) ,~he"M~gsnVo.lley ~~le:9ho:c.e Assoc1nt10~' 
" .. ' ':~ I ..... \" ' ':. : ' .' • ;~. 

" .~,. " , ... _.' ' '~. . , 

(3) Spruce Grove,' Tele!1h¢:loAS30c1e. t1on. ' ... ",' 
(4S' :Xcl~~YV1l1e TelephOn~A&so.Ci at16n. 'I, " ,.' 

~ , . . . :.' ~ '" I I. '. 

(5)' ~a"'R1ei"valie7, F~~~~t" T~lephone' Assoe1'a.t1on.':·:", 
, ~ ' .. " .... " ' '", " "" ,:l' '.~:.'. .. ', ",.: ".",,' , ." 

- (6}Thc.,Sulphtl.%" :B8J.:l.ke 'Tclopb.ol'leA$So,ei~at.1on." 
. ' ",.: ~ '. ' .. ' -' " ',' '" ' ';" ~ 

.A. t this' t~~'a.p:piie:o.n t' ,.oporates' a.' enlall '.maen~to" ~tehboa.rd. 

, '~.:: serves ~OOU;"o~~~undr'o~',~'ie~~~ ,~~er~1~~~st~~iOns •.. ::~e17 ' 
,iharOhOld.OI' ot,th~ fnrme;'l1ne. aSS~¢i~t10n$~.Wh1~',ov1n·theC~ntra.i.::8.eeo;-' ' 

, . ,.,.f . ''''. " / ,~,~ •. " '. ,J,' ," . ,:. ,.' .,' '. I 
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" , 
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'" .. :f. 

c1ation rocoives not 0:32.7 !roc sorvice to all stations of the !,owor 
/ " ' . :!re~ , 

)jake Fa.rmerz r A,ssoeic.tod. Telephono Lines oxeh~o ~ but tileysorv1ee to 
, ' 

-, .-" .... > 

c.ll stations o~ the Lake, COtulty Telephono Assoeiatiotl., Lo.ko;port·ant 

Blue Luos Telephono· A$,eoci.o.t1on' e.nd. Upper 'LD.koFarmorzr ~~lophono 
.. • : ,.r' 

Assoc1at10::4 :Non';"z1lb:::c~1bori:' receivE) this' aomeservieo on p.ent o~ . . 

a charge for oach csll.mnde. 
, , 

Tho Lcwler~ake and· Ydddletown Farmerst'Tele~hone Aesoei&t1on 

owns ~ famer iine' eXtend.1tJg from the Lower !aak~ excho.ngo to the t~ 

o:! ~c.d.J.etown~La.ke ,county, at VllUch :9lace it eO%ln{)¢ts'W1th the oxehs."cgo 
. ' 

of, theCal1fortlio. Tolephono and L1ght Comp~.· Tho:f1fteen sta.t1on3 on . , 

this lino mJJ:f~ by ¢ode signai. cSJ.l .either th,e operator .o.t Lowor I,ske 
, , , 

, . 
or !..addletown. . Over this line is ro::too. all long distanco service to 

and from the Lower ~ooxchs.nge •. The Xelse7V1l1e Telephone A,sso'citl.-
"- ," 

tio::. owns a. farmer' line oxtending !rom the Lower Lake oxehongo to "tho, 
\ .. '. ,. 

XelseyvUle exchange ·of t"AG r..s.ko ~ounty TelephonoAss~ois.t:ion.B,. eOde 

Sig:la.:ts tho oighteen stc.tione· on tilis line mFJ:!! call 'either, the Lower, 

Lake ,or Keleeyv1l1e oP~>:I:o.tor. All oalle to XelzcTiille" I,s.Jt&1'CJ: t ,e.tI1 

Upper La.ke ar,e routed over' this 'line~ . 

Applies.nt . in tilis:':pJ:'oceO,d.irig, "roquosts aut hor 1 tyto' 1rJCres.so 

its ro.tes forexehn.xigeserviee toth&. zhs.raholdoX's of tho,various 8.$&0-

ci~tione forming tho !..ower Lake Assoei~ted Telephone com:!?~;. 
.. ... " '" 

J.. ,:public he~1ng in thic m~tter washelde.t ta.ke:port on. 

March 5, 

A::?plicc.n t: submit,ted: no a.ppr~iseJ. of its )tro!)e:r:ty. Mr. F. M. 

Co.sa.l, ASSistant Etlginoor o:!!' thecommie-s1on, ma.d.o $D.. inventory::uXt' 
" , ) . .' ,. 

I , 

:lpprc.1sSl o£ o.pplico.nt't·s property, the :resul ts 'being. sot forth 1:!l tho 
I, , ' • 

, C.on:m1seion's ·1:Xh.ib:tt . "1.",. Zo.e historical reproduction cost 'new.0.2 of 
• ,..., .. , IIIIIIrt ". • "r • 

October l, ·1922:.. of tho pro"orties as ~ound. "0:1 Mr. Casal is ~'5lS;" a.m ' .. Jl' "I? " 

... 2. ..... 

!" .. , .• : 



,-

O~ minor ad.d.i t iOIlZ ":l111 b 0 mado in the i%:modiato :!uture 

and. the amount of' ~550 will "00 tllke:a. as the roo.sombie ra.te b,e.ee>1n ~his 

proceeding. 
• I I. 

APPly!%lg o.pplicants propo,sed'rate to tho serv1ce' roco1 vee!. "'0:7 

ell, sh~eh6lders ~ 1nclu~ng other oxehonge and toll eorvico for th& 

yo:::' com:neneiDg Me.rchl. ~9Z3 shottld. restllt in o.totil revonue of $S17. 

Ex:genso$ forth13, same period' $l"~ eet1mo.teda.s $790.whidl. ~i111e_$.";'o 0. 

b.o.lDnce 0:: $2'7.00. 
. 

~t is obvi~$ that tho Aesociationw11l,earn only a small 

D.mO'Cl:l.t over and. aoove operating oXpanses. Rovrover,. cl'1'11eant, he.s never, -

,intendod to opcrQ.to, Dot a. !'l"ofit c:aii. considor~ tho, grc.d.e of $O~CO 
rollClered. we believo that at this time tho increa.se in th:ellmount asked. 

for shOu.ld. be grantee.." 

At tho hearip.s criti.zism of thE> La.ke COttntY' t~l~hone sorvico 

Vla.$~xprossed~, ospecially t:b.e.t"betwoon Low~r Lake oxehstlge. end' tm 

Middletown oxeha.ngeof the Co.lifomic.. T~l~~hO;'o alld. Lie;ht comp3.IlY. 
, " 

Q:p1nion wac oxpressod that if ~e Lower L~~ 'Fs.%-morei ,' Associs:t* lJ!ole-

'phone Lincs wOtlld c onstruet 0. substa.ntial me~lic toll, 'lino bgt"J'1~en 

t:l:leeo two :voin~B the service could. be f1lr%l1shed sat1sfc.etO~ily~ 
, "'.~, , . . .. , . 

An inve$tigs:t1. on 0:£' service cotid1 t-io·nz in Lako, Cou.nty .~:.z 
, . '. .,;~ ,.' ? 

ma.d.e by the ~ommicz1onTe Ensinoor1ng :Oopsrtm~nt in connoctt on Vlith t~s, 
~ . ~ . 

appl1ca.ti0n. It ws.sfo't:lld,that i!l ~our ~own$ ~d. eitiec,,:' Il8moly., z'owor 
• . " t·,; .. 

~ako." ;[o:'soyov1l1e,.Lske;port and. Upper!.e.ko r/'telephone aesoc1a.t1ona are 

ic:n1sb.!:lg tho O!llY" oxcho.ngo tcl()Ph.ono~ sorvico' av8.11A"ole Ol:C()pt tho;t 

the Ca.l1forllia Telephone and LightcompO,ny op.;)rll.t,os So sm'all exchwlgc in 

Lt).koport. Ea.ch of thoso s.eeoc1nt1ons, f1:rmslloz, to its· ehar'ohold.ers and. 

~1)scr1 bors . ~eo zervi eo to e.ll other ctat1.one of tho azzocia:t1onz above 

nc:ned, when stLeh sorvico is usablo, o..nd f'a.rn1ehos to. too pub11c1n~ _ 

gen«z=.s.l s1m11n.r sorvicolltmossagoro.tos.. ~.o.o3e mezsc.ge.ratGsc.ro .not· 

stand.srd 0::, 'tUl1form. In oomo co-ses the D.Ssocis.tionz d.o, no:tovm the 
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~1nO$ ove': whloch thoy-transm1 t their ·eal~$. "c.o 'stations 1n' other o~ .' 

the associations whlole in otAor.caees ~ho·tr~ lines are association 

or~ea anaoperate~. , . 

Each .s.sSoCul.t1on a:rre.nges its oporat'1ng hours .without regard. 

to the .hours . of sorvice of the othor $.$$oci8,t10ns so that it" hac re-o 

$'OJ.ted thst the hou:rz~. during v-hich :sll exchanges have operators on . 
. . 

d:~.ty.tl.tthe samo t1:::no, a.re limited,. thus 11:n1tiIlg the hours during . ' 
,." 

which e:ny station has l':o:rviee e.va.1le.blc· to ~l .. othorsts.tiO)ls ot the-

vs.:nous a.ssocia.tions "and .,no association is ftzllY', adVised. of the honrs 
of sorvice of the ·others • 

. Thoro.is no uniformity ~ station e~U1~montp line COD$true-

t10np con traloffieo' oqUl'tlont or o:!:,ora. t1·on., 

Tho. prope·.rties . of the a.ssocia.tions are' generally :poorly main-

tained. and the tra.namiseionover some sh,ort lines is vcry poor and over 

lons line connections through one or more connecting exchanges is V0r.1 

freCJ,uently 1r:ll'03si'blo. 

iJ'o aro o'! the o~in1on tll$. t tAo clJ.l.$s of sor'Vi. co 'v"f.a.ich is ·now 

be1ng furnished by tho a.bove named a.ssociations ~~ll not lonsbo &do-

CJ.uato for theco commUnitios ~ v1~ of their. prosent grovnh. It ap-
. 

poars t:a.at ~ho only. adequate solution, 0:= tJ:J.is :!?roblom is through. tho . , , 

como·1:l$.tion of ovr.o.ersh1p of the telephone facilities of those four 

orga.n1zationo. If this i3. dono, the com'b1:lod. organization wo'tt1d. then 
. 

ce 1n poei t ion' to employ sone one skilled in telephone vlork. "lmo would 

/ 

00' a"ble to pl~cetho cyctor:J. in condition. to ronder a good grade o~ sor-

vice at tho lel.l.st oxponse to tolophono users. T"Ao~ first step in. thiS-,. 

plS.n·~)Vould "be tAo a.cq:o.1ring ot a.ll tho pro:porty used. 1n prov1dlllgt.ele-

phono service fror:J. tho Lower!Ake oxcha.lige ~rom tbo- shareholders of. the 
- -:E'a.r.nors. T IAillo-s anCl t:a.e· centralizing of the re~'on$i b 111 ty of .. tho ma.1n-

in" fll.rnisAing telephone servico untler tho presont· system of ::an.a.go::lont 

o,nd. oporation~ $.d.oCJ.uate service C3J:l not co expected. in tho terri tonos 

-4-
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served b7 these associations until some suoh ehangesas outl~ed 

a.bove ~ are mAde. 

ORDER 
--" -- .-. - --

~e lower lake Fsrmors' Assoc1&ted ~elephone ~1ne8 haV1ng 
made. app11cs:t1on totJ?e RB.1lros.d COlllIIliea1on ~or 'an order gr-ct1llg it 

permission to incresaeratea tor exohange service, 8 public hear1ng' 
hav1ng ,been held and the ma.tter having bean submi ttod e.ud now re~ 

I 

for decision, a:c:d it appeAring to the Ra1lros4 Commission tl:za.tthe 
. . 
rates charged b7 apl>l1cant are 'alljust a:o.d 'tIl:I.r.e880Xlable l"a.tea 1l1aO~ 

80S they dittor' from the rates herein s.ut~Orized s;c.d the rs.tes herein 

author1zed are just snd reasoll8.ble rtJ;tes. 
Basing its order. on the !orego1:ag finding of ~t .and the , 

find1ng80f ~ct set :forth in the op1n1o:o.:preeed.1ngthis order, 
, , 

IT IS· EEREBY ORDERED, that T"Ae1.Ower Lake Famere't;A.ssoc1-

ated Telophone!.1nea, be' and ' it is herebY' a:c.thOr1:z:~d to charge and ' 

collect the folloWing ra.tes for excbange servioe' to. sh8.reho'lders 

rendered on sn,ds.fter October 1, 1923,. prov:tding said r8:t~, 18; filed 
, , . . . .. 

w:1th the :Ra.1l:ros,ciComm1ssion on or before, Sept eu:.ber' 29',.1923~ 

BUSINESS OR R&S:r.DDCE SERVICE'TO SR.A.REHOLDERS 

Ra,te per 'Month 

Part7 line serviee. instrument 
ownedsnd mtl1nts.1ned by subsoriber~' 
per station - - - - - -.- - - - - - ~ .50 

Da.ted at San Francisoo, . CsJ.ifor.o..1e., _ this 
,/4-

,2. b day of 

~-.i92Z: 

\. • i' •• " ...... , ... ""~'.~ ... " , 

5. 
-, . 
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