
Decision NO •. !A 27' 2 

In the IDiIotter o~ t:b.e, c.p:91ics.tion o:z' ) 
SOU~:a:><;9X p'::.cr?IC CO~A1'Y :tor an ) 
order s:c.tho:cizi:Jg the co:o.e"truc'tion' at ) 
grade' of·:fot:r (4) zido tra.ckecroz:5i:a.g ) 
~t:" ~lerAon 1:..ve:a:l:.:e in -';Ae: City of ) 
3akers!ield.,.County of Xern,. State o:f ) 
Ce.lifor.Ili~·. ' ) 

.1rQJlC1s.J. ~e'beau,. Joe,Sm1th,. 
!.~, S .A'bO~ and :E:enry W1111iJm . 
scott:~ 

) 
) 
) 
) 

Com:ols1nan't$. ) 

vs 

so'O'~:a:~ ?,ACI::'IC?.A.ltROAD ~ So 
Cor-pors,'t.ioll,. snd ATCE:ISO!t,. 
TO?W.;;'Alr.D" SAN~ FE, MIL~':AY ,. 
eo. Cor,!'Ora:tioll,.· 

\. 

!>e!endante. 

) 
) 
) 
} 
) . 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Case No. 1945. 

w. H. Hobbs,. for "b:pplicant. 

:i'roncis J. Tebeau. for COI:l'Pla1na.nts. 

-O-? ! ~~ ION - .... - ... ...-.--

The aoove entitled matters origi~l1y came before 

the Co~iseion in the form of sn~~~11cl;).tion by Southern ;acif1c 
Co:roany tor pe:::n1esion to construct :four eide trficke e.t . grad.o 

acrozi,l::t. VernOll AVOnu.O~ 

Attached. to this application was a c:erti~ied. copY' oj! 

a ~o~it grantod by the 30~~d o~ Su~orvi&O~z:of Zern coun~,. 

on June 4 y 1923,. for the construction ot those tour traokz 
0.01'08$ Mt .. Varnon '~venUG. Aitol":tllc ucu.al inveztigs:tion in 



order (Decision l23Z8) w~z made by tAe Commission on July lS. 
192Z in which the application wa.s granted subject to certain 

conQ.i~ions. 

, ]'rs.ncis J.' ~ebeau ot $,1. on A1:gUSt 27. 19?.3, tiled 

a !or.nsl complaint 'Case 1945) zottir.g :f:ort:h tha.t tll'~ con-

st:::uction ot four ad.~:i.tio!lal trs.c~s at gr~de c.crosz :said. :!t. 

Vernon J... vellile would make a greater menaco to life and !Jl"o-pert:; 

and as~ng tnat a,3ubway'be in$talledun~0r thoso tr$¢ks.~t said 
, . 

I!t. 'V'ernon !.ve~ue. ~j:,e Commission.; thoro'llpon,on AUg-olZt 27 p 

192Z issuod its O~der ~eopeni~z ~roceeding in application 91Z9 

and eo :public hearing was held on "oo~~h o~ the ab.ovo. '0l'l.ti tIed 

proce~e.:tng~ in :aokers~iel~t ::?r:tdo.y, So::?tomi:lcr 7., 192Z. .It the 

hearing it wa.s sti:p'\ll$.ted. by com:glo.inan:: &loa. by d.e!cndont in 

Case 1945 thct t:ho;y· 'both waivo service ot the ¢or.o.~ln.1nt· and.-

that said coo~laint oehcard at this time. 

line t::-uckC ~d. one side track wllich ~e oWllod. oJ)era:~eo., and 

mo.inte.incd by Southern ?t.l.Ciiic CO::!l!,arlY anel. over vvllch '2110 

~~cAizon. ~o,eka & S~nta ~e Railway Co~pany ~ve·th~ right.to 
op~rate t:-ains 0:,/ vi:-t·~'o o~ u. joint track agreement. ~:c.o rail-

field .ana. :':~.m~0j, [.;.Q..<l tho croz::i.ng 0:Z ::~~. ·'orno:J. !.'lon1!~ is 
i 

loctl.tcd c.oou.t Olle :c.ol::: milo ec.storly of tr.c o:;;..ztc:-1S ci t:r lim.i ts 

~ho ~~~licant ~ro,osoc to COAst~~ct the tour addi-

tionzl trc.ckc from 0. r>oin~ oa::.:ter~y of ::.:t. Vornon 1...von'C.G a:ad. 

e~::;oZld.:i.ng thence VJosterly ~"ld l'&rallel "~o the o::~i::::tins trac::S 

to the vici~ty of Z~ey stroot, lOcated within the ci~y o~ 

3r.:.kers~iGld. about one mile we2terly of :,~t. Vornon ";"ven'l1G. It 



..... 

. " 

of the :::w/itching =.ovomell.tcovor :a:aley, Street would bo oli.r::lin:l:tod. 

and switcAing mov0montc ovor ~t. Ver~on Lv~uo wo~d be inc=o~z~d 
"oy ~bou.t the some amou.nt. Ii' the tracl:s wore 'bu.ilt vlithout 

croszing :r.::t~ "'lornon AV0;o::lC tAoy wou.1d not 'be ~ong ~ough to sc-... 
c'onnoclato ono :b:I.mQ.red. co-X' tra,1ns. ;';ezt bound fr;c1ght tra.i~ are 

:tScle up in ama:;:i:num o~ ono hund.roc'l. CD.l' u::lits and it iz for t::ae 
p~ose, of·.mD.king 111' thoso west bo~o. trains that tAO }.')ro'~osed 

tra.c~ are caine const~cted. 
:.:t. "'lomon ;.. venue is a north and. south street oon-

nectill,.Z Virgini$. Colony. z'outh o! tilo railroa.d. o.ne. east of tho 

city li~1ts o~ E~er$;ti01d, with the sub-aivi~ions north of 

t~e railro~~ trcc~z an~ cast o~ tAG city l~its o~ 3~orctiold •. 

l .. bot:.t 75 school cAildron !rom tho "w'"irginia Colo~ use the 

crocsillg in goi:O.g to and cOming from the 'tl1111sme sc!i.ool which 

is located north of ~he tracks at t~c intersection, of Virgin1$ 

and ~iles .Stroets, tAis being the mo~t accoeeiblo school for 

thes~ children to atton~. 

The Co~ty now hasunQor construction a general 
AOS:91te.l located at tho :tntersGct;ton of ]'loVler a!ld Orango 

Streets'. ·jt.c.en complotod tho 110s1'1 tal will have a generDl hO$-

1'1 tal 'Illlit? $. detention home. 00 old. peo:!?10 '3 home and. a tub'or-
. 

, cular hospite.l. :eo-ole, irom 0. l'ort1on o;t Eakersfi old. Virginia 

Colony" . thG ~a.on and. <:{oed :Pa.tch o.iz"~rict will use lrt. Vernon 

Avenue crossing to get to thishospi tal. M!u:ly resid.ents north 

of tho ra.ilroad. tr:;:.cks uze this crossin¢ in going to the bus 1-

nese district of Bakorsfield • .' 

cro$sing on Se~t~ber 4, 1923 betwoen thehoUX's ot 6~. y~ and 

6 ? 1!. ;::tlichshowea. tha.t 197' au.tos, 37 truc:::S" 29 'pede:::tr1anZ 

and 22 miscellaneous. veb.iclez. or s. toto.l ot 285 movements 
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~s.ssed. ~ong Z.!t. Vornon ~venue and ovor ~~b.e tracks, and tMt 

dur~~ thc sane period ,6 paecenger trainz~ 19 ~roisht tr~in$, 

and 6 sv/i tCiling movements l',e,esed. over the crossing. Complain-

ants s~bmitted a trstfic check t~en at the crossing on so~tem-

bcr 6, 1923 between the hours of 5 A. 1!.. 0Jld. II ? '~w:. w".c.1ch 

shoWGo. tiJ.a.'t 235 a.utos crossed over tho traci:e o.t :r.t. Vernon 

1..venue. 
;' ' .. 

No~th o! snd ad.jacent to the railro~d.right o~ ~7 

is loes-too. the East Side Cs.ns.l p a. cana.l about SO ft. wio.e end 

z..1· :ft. u.eep. e..nC. south of and ad.jacent to the railroud. right 

o~ way is located So paved cou.nty higl:::.wo.y extonding oaeterly 

~=om :3&.kersfield t.o Magunden and :v~oja.ve .. 

~hore is no question but that tho cozt of So subway 

woulc.. be 9.uit,e lo.l"go c1.ue to the oxistence ot the canD.1 and, 

hig~/a.y a.G.jacent to t.hc crozcing p. th.s;·~ tho volume o~ traffic 

over the crossing at tlie :9resont tim.e d.oes not justity a largo 

Boare. of Supervisors of ZernCounty issu.ed its minute orda'r on 

Se:pte:co.ber 17 ~ 192Z in responsE) to So lotter wri,tteu 'by ":b.e Com-

:ni::;~io.o.~ c.ated September 11, 19ZZ, signi::ying that there wero 
no :::i.ltUls ~.vs.ilable, Sot the present ·~iI:le in tho Third. S".lpervie-

OJ:l:j.l Di$tric~. or in the County, thD.JIi can bo o.p:?li'ea. tovro.rG. 
., 

the .ecparatiO!l' o! sr~d.e,c ,~t . the !.:t. Vernon ~venue crossiZlg. 
, . . 

The iollo-.:'ting i:om. of ord.or is submitted: 

O~:::>E!\ .... --- -
.l pu,olic hco:ring :b.aving ~een held erf both o:t't'b.o 

above e~titloo. pl"oceca.i:o.ZG~ the Comm:i.ce:i.on boing a1>prised .. 

!~ IS °r:~Y O~z?3D that the procoo~ing inztituted 

:tor reo:9on1ng proceeding in .&})'plice;cien SlZ9 'be and. it is her.e'by-

d13~issodan~ that tho Comm1zs1onT G nocizion No. l2Z38 datod 
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Ji.:.ly lZ. 192Z. o.nd ~l conditions ",:a.oreo~ sl:lall be !!no. e:ontinue 
in full fQrce .~d e~~0et. 

it ie Aereby d1~soed. 

~he ",foregoi:o.g opi!1ion arld 'order arc h~reby o.~provod. 

and or~ere~ !ilod sz the opinion and ordor of tho Railro~ Com-

mi~$ion of t~e stato of California. 
:iJo.ted at San ~1rancieco, C$l.1for.a.ia., thic .. 

day of October, 19~. 


