Decision No. /2§74 .

3EFORE THE VRA.II.RO.&D COLKISSION OF THE SﬂTE oF C.A.LIFORNIA
| Vl | T i v ! I @
Iz tae Matter of the Applica.t_ion of A a-
. SANTA PAULA WATER WORZS,
o S L . A.'pplica-tion NO-' 9293-
& ¢corporation, for aunthority to in~ . oo

crease rates.

Farrand & Slosson, by Leonard B. Sloeson,
‘ Lor applicante.

3Y THE COMMISSION:

Sante Panls Water Worke, applicém; ir. the above en~
:titled proceeding, is enga.ged in tke distribution a.nd aale of
water for domestic and irrigation rweeg in and in the vicinity ot
Santa. Pa.u.la Ventnra COun:cy.

oIt is alleged that the preeent schedule of retes does not

produ.ce suPficient revem:.e t0o provide a jua‘t and reasona.blo ro—
tu.rn upon the ce:oite.l invested. and that necessary a.d.d.itions and
mprovements t0 the system, together with the replacement oi’ me.ins
on streets 'tha‘c a:re to be paved will require additfonal ezpend.i-
tures. Authority ie there:tore acked to increaee the present ra.tea |
:Ln accordance with a Schedule proposed by a.pplica.nt.

A public hea:ring in this ma.tter wes hela. before E::aminer
' illiam° a.t Sexts Paula. ALl 1nterested. pa.r'bies ha.d. been ;properly

‘notified and were giver. an opportum.ty ‘to a.ppear ancl t0 be heard. .
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Th1° utility wa° organized 11 1891 and its present cystem
consicts of a denm in Sanxa.Panla Creek diverting the weter irto
& conerete conmduit, which carr;es it t0 & storage reservoir.located .
oz & hillside‘above the city. From this point the waxer is dig~
tribated to the domestic consumers terough & system of mains of
apparenzly adequate gize and capacity.' The total number of
sezvices attached To the cyster is 1420, of which 95 per cent,
are metexed. vamer for such irrigation service ags is‘furniehed
is delivered from the conduit between the dam.and the roservoir.

At times when. the gravity supoly hac been insafricionz Lor
all requirements the utility has paid for the operaxion of a pump-
irg wnit owned by Thermal Belt Water company, & matual organiza-
tion waich controls the Seate Pauls Water Works through awnerahip
of about 90 per cent. of the stock. Water thus sunblied wase .

pumped directly into the ystem, any su:plus going into 1o rog~

ervolr, This snxiliary supply is no longer availadle and the
uzility is now-installing 8 pumping end dbooster wnit which will
obviate the necessity Lor aesistance from the mhermal Belt. Company.
Weexn. all pr0posed im'orovemenz0 are completed the water reqaircmenzs
of this community will be amply provided for.

VThe Present rateu caarged by a@plicanz are in general
those established by Ordinance No. 72, pasced by the 3osrd of Truat-
ees of the City of. Sanma ?aula, June 25, 1914, Tnis. ordinance
estahliahes various flat rate charge° ané in addition tho tbllowh'

ing meter rates:




For 1000 cubic Leet (7500 gallorns)
. or less, used in any one month
through esch meter, o minimum
charge of (for each separate
'consmner). 5 W o [
For eack 100 eubic feet (750 gellons)
in excess of the minimum quan= .
tity (1000 cubic feet), and not
exceeding 7000 cubic.feet. . . . 0.,07%

For esch 100 cubic fee‘t; (750 ge.lloma)
uged in exceces of 7000 ctbic feet 0. 05

On October 2, 1918, applica.nt £51led with the COmmiesion
an emendment 10 the :foregoing moter rates providing that the ord.s.n-
ance rates should de effective for all water used in eny. one mon'ch
wp to 30,000 c'a.b‘.!.c feet and that use in excess of thet quentity
should be paid for at the rate of $0.025 per, 100 'cu.b‘ie Loot,

Some coneumere have been receiving weter at epecie.l flat or meter
ratee which he,ve not been ﬁ.led. with this COmmieeion a8 is re~
guired by gene:ra.l orders, It 5.8 VNeCeSsaTy to go ra.rther than
to,ste.te:he.t» sueh special retes are discriminatory and should be
disc onfin‘a.ed. ‘

Cherges s.ga.inst the City of Sants Paule are made at a
LLat ra.te of- .,-;;156 per annum for all municipsl purposes, including
-fire hydrant use.

The present ra.teo for irrigation °ervice are on & graduated

_ sce:!.e, depending 'cmon the £low of water in Santa .?enle. Creea. "Tnen
watexr is westing over the diversion &am a rate of :Eii'teen cents

por miner 8 inch dey is cb.axged the re.te incree.eing %0 :ﬂi“’ty-cents

per inch de.y when the gravity flow is insufficient to mzp;ply the
needs of the city and pumping; is required. .

‘.'Eestimony offered vy applicent purported to skhow tha.t a
return should be e.l'l.owed. ‘apon the sum of 5211,469 91, this smount
ircluding .x.e.ndu, p:e.yeiee.l pPropexrty. axd weter rights as thoy ex._i.sted.'
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on Ja.n:a.azy 1, 1923, a.nd. also the estﬁ.ma‘ted cost of certain pro~

posed improvement Se

John pencer, one Of the Commis sion's hydrsulic engineers,

~ presented & report covering in detail the capi'ta.l 4nves stuent,
maintensnce and. overation oxpensea. re.'tes, revemes, ana othe:.-
da.'te. pertaining to the system. The ectimated or.’x.g;inal cost of
the property used a.nd. useful in the service of the public, in.,ta.l-
led or in actual process of installation as Of the date o:r the
report, wase shovm as @155.511. This :rigaro doee not 1nclnde any
value for water. rights ox other inta.ngibles, nor does it 1nc1ude
tke total cost of all- pronosed mnroveme:rba. 70 replaco prcmerty
wWOrn out in the aervice o... 't:he public 8 d.oprocia.tion am:n:.i‘ty o:!.’
$2,137 wes. provided. which was computed by The =ix per cen't sinld.ng
fond method.

Mainten.a.nce a.ncl opera:bion expenses for the yem 1919 to
1922 inclu.aive were repor‘ted as. $9,225.60 29, 836. 28, .,,,ll 785 28
and $9,978.06.  Mxr. Sponcer's estimste of resas sonable f‘u:ture main-
tenatice and olaera.tﬁ.on expenses, amounting to $12,711 por ansum,
provides for the operation of the new rraping plant and other
nocessary a.a.d,itional expenses.

.

To correspond with 't:he above years the revenu.eo were
$19,872,83, 222, 544.40 &26, 457 33 and $25,021.45 respec‘tively.
The mmcimum reven'a.e from the i::z-iga.tion service in a.ny one yesx
wes 20 per cent., snd the minimum 12 por cont. of the Z oregoipg.total
revenues

Surplue water hae been delivered by the utili’ty to Thormsl
.Jel‘c Water COmpa.ny at a fixed sum of $2,500 per ennum previous to
1919 end from and including that yee.r a.t $1,250 pox a.mmm, the
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charge being ée&uced on the claim that the quantity bad been leoss—
ened by onme helf. AS the smount delivered will iluctuaze we Do~
lieve **moré ecuitablé Yo all concorned to place this delivery
on a meas sured basis.

The City of Sente Pauls has inengurated an extensive
prog*am 02 streot peving and the wtility ic proceeding with the
replacement 02 its orecenm mains with cast Lron pipe, in the utroets
%o be paved, Considersble additionsl cepital will be required o -
completéwthe replacements and it is propor thal the rate base should
‘reflcct‘the necesssry expénditures as well as the reasénablé ¢oéﬁ
of 1itigstion in connection with cpplicant’s right to divert the
wavers of Sento Pauls Creck. 4 carerul cohéider tioﬁ 0% all
the evidence submitted leads o the conclauion thax the oum of
°2OO 000 1g & reasonable rate base for the purpose of this Pro=-
ceeding,-and that Vl 800 should be allowed as a depreoiation
dnnnity, the reduction fron Mr. Sponcer's recommended figure being
made on accounx of the longer life of cast iron pzpe with which i
replacemenzs o theo prosent dietr;bntion piposhare boling made.

' Sased uponjthe‘vaxiouS‘items set out in the foreg&ing
discuesions of costs:o*(operdzion. rate base, depreciation'annnityl
snd revenues, the reﬂultv 02 operation. for the futuxe may roauonably
be sssumed se Lollows: '

Medintensnce and Operation Expense - 512,711
Depreciation Anpnity’. e o o s o« 1,800

Total Expense . . . . $14,511
Revenuet (average of revenues £or

the years 1921 and 1922) . . . &25,740
Total EXPON8e + o « « o o.o o » o _14,511

Net Revenues . . . . . 11,229

.
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This is equivalent %o & return of .:5,61 per cent. upon & rate bage

o $200,000, heretofore found reasomeble, snd it Lz apparent that |
the.util’i_ty is entitled to an incresse ia TELOS, The schedule N
authorized in the a.ccon;panying- order will yield a ‘reasonsble refm
to 'che u.t::.li'ty'a.nd "ﬁhe rates sef out therein gre oxtromoly.roason-
sble when coinpa.red oﬂ.th-ﬂtho rates charged by other utilities
operating under similar conditions. | ;

Santa I’aﬁla. Water Works, & corporation, engaged in the
distri‘bution and za:Lo of water Lor irrigation and domeetic wses in
and in the vicinity of Santa Paunla, Venturs Couwnty, ha.ving nade
applica.tion a8 enti‘blod. above, a public heazing having been held
thereon, the matter ha.v.’x.ng been su‘omﬁ.‘t;tod and the comicsion bo-
irng now m:.y in:to::xned in the mattor.

It Is Eero'oLFound as 8 Fact 'tha.t 't:ho rates now charged.

by San'ca, ?a.ula. Wa.tor Woxrks, a corporation, for water delivered to
coneumers in ead in the vio:tnity of Santa Paule., Ventura Cotmty,
are wnjust and waressonable in 0 far as they diffoer :L’rom the
ra.tec herein establishea. and "ahat the rates herein establ:i.sbed.
sre just and reasomble rates for su.ch servico.

Ba.si.ng the order upon the forogoing finding of :fa.ot and.
rpon the a‘ta.toments o:f fa.ot contained in the preceding opinion,
' 17 IS EEREBY QRDERED tha.t Santa Paula Wa.'t;or Works, a core
poration, Do apd the seme is noreoy ‘suthorized to- ﬁle w.rch this
Comnission within twenty (20) days from the date oi this " ord,er
the following schednle o ra‘ﬁoé- for water d."elrivered' o oonsumors :
in and in the vicinity of Sa.nta Ea.ula., Vontura. COu.nty, subsequent
o Novembe:r: 30, 3.925' '




MONTELY METER RATZS

700 cubic feot 0 1088 4 v « v ¢ ¢ o o ¢ o o = $1.00
From 700 %o 5000 cubic :feet »por 100 cub.x.c feet L0
Prom 5000 0 10000 .7 , .07
Over 10000 " '! " '! '.' *.‘. W05

JMONTELY MINTMRL METER CEARGE

Poxr 5/8 in.ch me’ter e e $1.00 . .
Por 1 . ! A . o 2400 .
Por 1% } " e 3.25
Por 2 ' T | 5.00.
Por 3 . . 8.00 ’
 Por 4 0V ! : ‘ 12,00

Zach 0F me foregoing montnly mindaam cha.rges will en=

title the cozsumer %o the qantity of water _wh.ich that
mipixam charge will purchsase at the "montﬁly meter rates"”

get out ehove.: .

MONTELY "FLAT RATES

BEach consumer mow charged at flat rates shall be

' charged in accordande with the flat rate schedule
esta.‘blished. vy Ordiname No. 72 of the ¢ty of Sants
Ps.ula. heretof.ore referred to, snd sha.ll continue to
be so charged. until snch time as g meter ie installod

upon that serviqe. o , )

‘MUNICIZAL USE

. Mre hvdre.nts. from less then four inch meins,
POT MONTE, O8CHR v ¢ o o o ¢ o o o o o o o soe

Fire hydrants, from Lour inch ma.ins a.nd le.rger,
Per month, €8Ch . <« . 4 . 4 4 4 e o e e oo

A1l other municipal mses at reguler meter rates, .

-




IRRIGATION RATES

When wator is wasting over diversion dam in
Sente Paula Creek, per miner's imch,(1/50
of one cubic f£oot per second), per day o
24210712‘8 ® o o 0 0o s 8 o 0 s s e o 0'.‘-o>‘,'¢ $O.15

When water ceases to waste over dam and pre~
vious t0 inauguration of pumping, per mi-
ner’s inen, (1/50 of one cubvic Loot per :
gecond), por day O0Ff 24 HOUXS ¢ o o o o « o 30

Waen gravity Llow of water is insufficient to
supply the City of Santa Pauls and pumpe
ing operations by the utility are neces= \
sary, per miner's inch, (L/50 of one cubic .
foot per second) per day of 24 hours . . . $0.60

SURPIUS WATER DELIVERED 70 TEERMAL BELT WATER COMPANY

Watexr Qelivered to above company after all
consumers are supplied to. their maximum
demande and before pumping plant is op-
erated, per miner's inch, (1/50 of one
cubie £0o0t per second), por day of 24 A
hO‘O.’tB_.*.‘.V. *» o e o. 0 o‘o-o'o * o o o @ $O.10

IT IS EEREBY FURTHER ORDERED thet Sants Peuls Water
Works be and 1% 1s heredy directed to Zile with this Comxlssion
within thir'ty' (30) deye from the date of this order, Mes am
regalations' to govern rela.tions..witb. its coneu.mers';, sach :;;ales '

and regulstions to ‘bécome‘ offective upon their acceptance by the

Commission. | S
Dated at Ssn Francisco, California, tiwis /6  dey

of November, 1923,




