Decisiénv Xo. /2 5C &
'BEFORE THE RAIIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALITORNIA.

~0C00=

In the mattor of the application of )
the Ci'ty o2 Soutk Gate for & yexrmit )
to cross the tracks of the Soutkern )
Eaci"ic Coxpany tetween the lines of ) , -
0tis Street, Chostaut Avenwe and ) Application No. 8948.
Celifornis. Avenme,. extonded scross ) :
the tracks of ceid Southern Pacific )
Company in said ¢ity of Soutk Gate. -~)

Willisn Sazlett, City Lttorney, and |
Geo. L. Zampton, for Applicant.-
v. L. Gilbe{c't for Southern Pacific Company, .?rotcata.nt.

'I‘".ci ie a. epvlication by the Ci‘ty o:f South Ga.'bo for vor- |
mise ion to cons tmct ‘chree _public stroote &cross ‘the tracz o:E Sou‘chm

?acific Com'oa.n;y' a.t Cneﬂ'tnuo nvonue Celifornis Avon'ae ...ncl Otia Stree‘b
pec'cively. . '

A public hearin.g WaE: held. on tois appli.ca.t.z.on in Lo<' .&.ngele"
ingust 15, 1923, ‘before Examiner "".’x.llia.m ' -

The City of Soutk Gate, located .’x.m.._od.:!.a.‘coly south of . I-Iuntin.g-
ton Para, extends ‘a l:!.t‘cle more then. throeo four'::ho mile northerly a0l |
souther. l.y and a.pproxima‘t:ely two miles ez .,'cerly a.nd we°terly. 'I.‘he'uan“'

' An.e. bra.nch of the ..,ou‘cnern ”acific Compa:a.y rons in an oastorly and wes t-
| rly direction annrozima.tely oisec‘amg tae c.a.ty. ‘ '.I:ra.ff;.c on tae mil-’ "
road amoums,to fLour pas senge:r and’ eigat :Ereign‘c. tmm ord..ma.rily S.n
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e dey. During the past two years thig traff;c has substantially
increased so that the hazard incurred at a crogsing of this xosd
appesrs to be incrossed rather than docrease&. |

Ad jacent to the railroad and. paralleling it on cach side
taere iz & prblic stroet ¥nown as Inaependence A&enne.;*Other eact
ands wost ctreets a&e speced at approximetely one thous&n& foot inter-
vels. or»herly and southoerly streets axe spaced at approzimatoly
ttree hundred *oot interval

Qrere are at nrevenx oply two nublic eros sings construct-
ed &eross therallroad within‘the City of South Gate both of these.
being at gxade and Loceted respectively ot Lbng Boach Boulevaxd neer
the weoterly bovndary of the ¢ity and at State Stree* approzima ely
iz the center of the city. ILong Boach Bouleverd is & through traffic
artery extending from Ios Lngeles to Long Beach and carries o vory
heevy wehicular traffié. State Street is the.principal'businéss
streot of South Gate.

In this proceeding three additionsal crossings over tﬁé
Southern 2acific are requested as Lollows: At dhestnnx Areﬁne,
which 43 iﬁ the wéstern portion of the c¢city; at California Avadue,
hich 42 in the easterly portion of tho city; and at Ou;u Street,
which 4s located near the extrome easterly corporate limit_liné of
The city.

It appears that the crossing mbst urgently needed at the

rresent time is that of Otis Street and this crossing is ae ired
primérily Lox Two purposeé. Diret, to nake a_uuitable rou@g across
toe railrood at the.easterly end of tkhe cify ovor which the munici-
pel buses may be'routed_in order to advantageously providevlozél
transportation in thé'éity. The present route of these buses ox-
tends oo and along Liberty Bouleverd, sn ococtexly and westerly |
strect locstoed approznmatély one thousaﬁd,feet norta of the rail-
roed, and on Tineoln Boulevard, an easterly and westo;ly étfoét.
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located approximately one thousand feet couth of the railroal. Instesd
of sauttling the buses on these two streets with & thirty minuxé hoad~
way, it ie proposed, wit: the opening of tho Otic Stroet crossing, o
ron the buses by a loop arrangoment in each dircction inereasing the
service theroby to & Lifteen minute headwéy. The other prrpose for
walch the Ctis Street crocsing is dosired is 1o give a more a&quate
gccess o the industrisl district developing immediately eact of the
¢ity in the wnincorporsted portion of the Cownty of Lot Angeles.
Otis Strget eztends'northquy from the railrosd to tho Downoy

Read and commects themce through the communities of Boll and laywood
with Pasadens Avenue. It extends southk From the railroaa‘fbr seversl
miles and if constructed across‘the.railroad could be used a2 o thrbugh'
continuous’ route conmnecting Racadona wita thoe benches. At tho poinx'of'
thé proposed crossing with tho railroad, the track 42 chout six feot
above the‘namural'ground surfece. It would be entirely feasidle té
construct Otis Street undernesth trze railroad at this point and the
representatives'of tko dity expressed the opinion aﬁ the hearingvthat
this iz the menmor in waich tho crossing skhould be mado. It waé‘dgréod
that the ¢city and Soumherﬁ Pacific shogld jointly prepaxre & pianufor'
congtrtcting Otis Street wndorneath tie railrosd. BSuch & nlan has.now
been prowercd and zubmitted to RO Commigsion,. tbgether'with an estimate
of cogﬁ given at 653;210 of whick $7,290 ie fox providing pavenent, sidé—
wellk, and‘curbs. icafing'a cost of'$25,920 for the sﬁbwuy itself;.‘mhis
plan has been spproved vy the Comniééion?s engiﬁeers wifhvthevexdqﬁticn
of elovation oflthe cidewelks whiéh isla relatively minor'detgi;._

| Althbugh thére may bo some question as to whetﬁer fﬁe lbé&i

needs of the City of Soutk Gete juctify the oxpenditure of approximately

- $25,000 for o subway at 0%ic Avenue, it does apnear that the throuéh

traffic route of of which Otiz Avenmvo, if constructed across the Souxhérn

Eacific, would bo a mart, woulid be of sufficient“impértdnce, oven ﬁs &
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cecondary road, vo cloerly determine that a grade c¢rocsing should

nov be authorized.

I o subwey i3 ouilt et tais locotion it would secem yroper
in %hic instance that Yhe major portion of tho ozt of the sirmcture
snould be borno by‘thc'city. The princinal bonefit aceruing to the
railroad would be the reXief thst 1t would recoive fron gra&e b ofelorony
ing hesaxde for such traffic os will use tae subway if comstructod.
but would in its absenec move across the reilrosd at some othor grede

- ¢rogsing. The City, however, in this casg, racoivea the benofit ol
on ontirely'new‘arte:y of tralfic to szeisv in itz aevelopmont.and'
were & now.grade crossing‘uutho:ize& would imposa an ontirely new
end additional hazerd on the railroad. It must be recognized Thact

o reilrosd hec o corbein rosponsibility in not vadely hempering o
rostricting the growth of & community or the movement of highwey
traffic ccrose ite trocks. It thorefofe anpeers, in this cace, vhet
it wouldd be oquitable‘that ona-qﬁarte: of the cost of etructure_(cz-'
clusive of‘paving)vsﬂoul& be borne by the reilrosd ond thst the ie-
mainder o2 the cost of the structure in addition %o “he cost of such
rdédway improvements o noving, sidewelks and curbs, a2z mey bo detor-
mintéd wpon by tae clty, chould be as;lsae& to tho municipality.

45 to whether or not the City of 3ouwth Gate, upon vaich
tho mejoxr noxrtion of the Linancial durden will’fall, will be sulfi-
clontly benefitted to Justify this cost,) is o decision vhaleh, In

iz caze, Lt ceems proper O logve To thoe Gityléf south Gate, and
for that reason s permicsive, rethor ther o mendatory order willybe"
woade cuthorizing the consiruction of a subwey ot Otis .Lvenue.

The purposc of constiructing Colifornia Lvenuo across tae
railrocd 1z 4o provide & crossing in the eassterly part of the city
at o poiﬁt appfoximatcl& sidwey between the busiﬁéas diatribt_ana
vhe ozstorly city limits. Califo:niu averue ic s wido thofoughfare

cxienfing for & considerable distemce both noxth end south oX The




proposed ¢rossing. At the poliat of crossing it iz about ZLive ZLeet
shove the surrounding netural zround surfoece and 1% LT av this point

-, o

1% thero 15 o Tiltcen 00t trectle Tor dralnage purposes under the

TX2Cl. Ehé neeeseivy of tris “rostle ic problemEtical under presénf
drairvege condivions. The differenco in eievation betwoen the track
and sne edjecent wortion of Colifomnin Liverme ‘0o gotAor with the pre~
comce of iz trestle would meke the instellation of & grade cross-
ing 2% thic point mnot only somewhal cxpensive dul o the szme time
wncaticfacsory. Jacre cpposrs to be bubt little public nocessity Ior
the croczing of Coliformia Avenue 2t the prosent time.&nd_cqrtainly
not sufficlont need to Jusvify @he oxpenditure necessary to sffoct
ceperotion of grades. ilthough the future moy require the ostab-
lighment ol e crossing at this point, av the wresent time 1% chowld
. be denied without prejudice. |
The cxoseing of Chostaut ivemue 4o doiired primurily o

give “he municipel bus systen a culitable route across the rallroad

in the westerly portion of the city withouts meking 4t necessary for .

the duzes o go unon Long Beach Bowlevard and oncovnter the hoeavy
twsfPie on thot thoroughfare. Cho raiiroad indicavod that'it would
not opnose & CrosSing of Chcstuout ;vénue providing & cerselin private
crocsing located‘ siant hundied feot éasterly therool wae ciozéd.

28T, ROWEVOY, ¢ privato crozsing referred tO sorves ax

n
1y gifforent Durposo than that walch would be szorved by Voo
© Chostnulb Avénue end “hot furthormore the moetter of clot-
o crossing it entirely within “ho diccretion of tko
woilrond regordless of the opening of gny o%her street. The opening
of Chestnut ;venné across the trecks Showld thaerefore be con;iaéred
omtively upon it own merits. Here, l:zo, “nere iz dut 1ittlo local
nocessity for s croweling other then for the zpecific purpose of
cexrving the mtnicipal U zervice. On tko othor acnd the crossing
ot this point“coula'be rwede ot o mindimusn of cxponse end woulalinr

volve & minimur of hazerd. The view 1o ontirely wnobstructed in




all éircctions and vhe track 1z ot approximastely the seme elevation.

-

tho adjacent mortions of Chostant Lvomwe. Chestnut Lvenue itsolZ

¢ short siroet oxtending Irom Iinecoln Lvenmue cbout one thou-

-

gouth o7 tho ralilroed to Sants ‘no Lvenue about Ltwo thou-
sond foot norva of the railroad and it crosces vae reilroad lesa’thﬁn
one=Ffourtvh mile from the c¢rozsing o Long‘Beach Zoulevaxrd.

In accordance with the cstabliched policies of the Commis-
gion it apwears that in tals ceze it would be bettor to concenvrate
21l o7 the ' portion of thc city tpon the primcipel
crossing, Long Zoach Eoulevard, end o orovide adequaté p:otoct;oﬁ

t this point. Tho gpplicetion sz Yo This ciossing‘should, thoro-

fore, alzo be donied.

Tae City of Soutnh Gave having mede apyplicuvion for mermic-
gion to construct pudblic khizhweys cerols the track of Southorn Paci~
£4¢ Commany ot CPis Street, Choestnut .Jvenue sud Celilormie Lvemue in

tae City of south Gate, & sublic hearing having beon held, tho Commis-

DY QIZDEXED, that the City of South Guto be ond it
s noyedy grentold permission o comstruct Otisc Stroev beneathfthe

trock 0F Southern Pecific Company in the location zhovn on thg map
merzed "Ixkiblit "AT atteched to The application,‘said tndergrade ¢ross=
1ng o bo constructed ubject to the following comditions, vix:

(1) Design of the structure supgorting the track over said
Otis Street shell be cubstantislly in sccordence wiva plan-shbwn or
Southers Pacific Compeny drawing LD 4382, cheet 1, with tho excopbion

that vho sidewelks uader zaid trock shell be ot an elovation of 2t




lecest four feoet ehove the zdfacent roadway.
whthain thirty (30) dayc there~
after notily : ofo in writing, of the compietion
of the inztelletion of said crossing. |
(3) The authorizetion ncrein gronted Lor the instal-~

slon of zeid c¢rossing will lepse and become void one yoar

Zrom the dete of thic order unless further time 1t granted by

subscguent ordor.

IT I3 FERSEY SURCEER CORDEECD, thet tho coct of construc-
ting ssid uwndergrade crossing o2 O%Ls Street chell be borne oo
followe: |

(e) Séventy-five-(VSJ por cent of thé cost of con-
structing the crossing oxclusive o2 thoe comstruction of pave-
ment, sidewalls end curﬁa, shall be borme by the City of South
Geton |

(b) Pwenty=-five (25) pexr cont of tho cost of con=-

' gtructing the crossing exclusive of the construction of pevo~
ment, cidewslks and curbs, chall be borme by Southern Pacific
Companye.

(¢) The entire cost of constructing navement, side-
welke aﬁa‘curbs, sh@ll e bornoe by the City of South Gate.

I7 IS ERRIPY FURTHELR ORDﬁRED, thet tho Coﬁmission To=-
sorves the right to msko.such fuxther oxders reletive to the
location, construction, operction and meintenance 02 z34d Crogs~
ing sc to it may scem right and proper and to revoko ivec per—
miscion if 4in ite judgment the npublic convenience ond neces~

-
sity domsnde such ¢tion.
Tn TS WERTSY TURTHSR OXDIRED, thet permiseion to con-

struct Chestaut Lvesnue ard Californic Lvenue, respectively,




across the treck of Southexn Pacific Company be and it ic

hereby dendod without nrejudice. |
This oxder sihnll become cffective ten (10) doys coltor
the making thoroof.

/A

Dated ot Sen Premelsco, Celifornie, thic 26 day

of November, 1923.
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