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!nthc matter of tho application of ) 
the City of South'CG.to for So :pormit ) 
to- cross thet~cks of the'Southam ) 
Pacific Company ,'between the "lines of ) 
Otis" Street., Chestnut Avenue, 'and.' ) 
California, Avenue .. '" extenCtect acrose ) 
the ,tracks of se.id. SouthcmPacific ) 
Company1llzaid cit~ of SouthGate •. -) 

'.d.);>1:>11cat10n !Io. 8S4S. 

Willis.m ~zlett" City Attorney. a:c.d. 
Geo.' ,:u., =amp'ton,' for .Applicant. ' 
w. I.Gil~o:rt .. ':for Southern Pa.cific Company, ?rote stant • . ' , 

:BY \J!.d.;<; CO:maSSION: 

OP~IlrION ----'---

T".c.is is a.n a.pplies. tionby the City of South~a. to for :96%-
, ' 

miseion to construct three public stroets a.cross thetrs.¢k of South om, 
, ' , 

Pa.cific', Compa.:c.y at Chestnut avonue, eo.J.i~om1a Avonue and OtiS street, 

respoctively. 

A public hea.ri:og was held on this a.pplication in Los A::lgeles 

August 15, 1923" bofore, Examiner V~illia.ms •. 

~e, City of South ~a.te, located 1:I:l::od,ia.tely south _o~ ,1iWlt1ng- , 

ton Pa.rk" e~ends'a 1it~le'more than three fourths, milenorther17 ,snd 

$ O'C.ther:l.y and. approxima tal::; two miles ea.~~erlY o.nd westerly. ,The: SantS. 
J,:t;.e., bl"~ch of the SouthernPac1fie Co:o.peny ~ ill ,an easteri~ aM west-

erl:v d.irection appro::d.ma.te1y 'bisoct1ngtho citY_,' ~raffic on:tho.m.i1-
road a::lO'tlllts to tour pa.ssenger and.' ei~t freight tra1lls.,ord1na.r11:v in 
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eo d.ay. During the :Po.st ~"::o yec.rs this tra.ffic has substantia.lly 

increased. so too.t the he.zard. incurred a.t a crossing of th1s road 

a:ppoo.rs to be incroa.sed ra.ther than decreased .. 

Adjacent to the railroad and. paralleling it on each side 

there is a :.9'C.b1ic street known as Independonce Ave::lue. ··Other east 

a.:n.cl- Vloet streets are spaced a. t a.:p:pronme;tely one thousand foo·t 'inter-

vals. Northerly and southerl~ streets a.re spa.ced. at a.pproXimatol:r 

tl:.ree h"Olldrod ~oot intervals. 

There are a.t :present only two public crossings construct-

ed &cr033 the "railroo.d. within the City of South Gate 'both of.these 

being at gX$de an~ locatea rczpectivo17 at Long Beach Boulevard n~ 

the Vlesterly b.o'mldS.ry of, the 'ci ty and at State Street a.l'pro%1m1J.tel,. 

1::. the eenter of the city. Long Beach Eouleve.%'d is a. thro'08h traffic 

artery extend.ing from Los Angeles to !.ong Bea.ch a.Dd. carries aver:! 

heavy vehicular tra.ffic. State Streot is the. :pr1nciplll business 

street of South Gate. 

In this proceeding three additional crossings over tho 

$out:b.el"ll 2acific are requested. as follows: ..ti.t Chestnut A'V'enue, 

',71hieh is in the woster.c. :portion of tr.e city; at California. Av®ue., .. 
\":hieh is in the easterly J?0rlion of the 01 ty; a.lld. at Otis· stroot,. 

which is locs.ted nea.r t::a.o extreme easterly co:::pora.to limit line of 

tho city. 

It appears that the crossing most urgent17 noeded at the 

present time is that of OtiS Street and. this crossing is desired 

primar1ly :tor two purpoeos. First. to make a z1nt3.b1e route across -
the rai1rond a't the easterly end. of .the city over which th~ ::lun1c1~ 

pel buses may bo . routed in ord.er to advantageously provid.e .1cesJ. 

trnnsportation in the city. The present route ot those buses ex-

tend.s on and. a.loIig ~:t.'bertY Boule'7::.:rc1., a:n oasterly and. weeterly 

stroot locatod. approximately one thousand. feot north of the ra11-
<,; 

roed. and on Lincoln Boulevard. an easterly and westerly streot 
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loeat~ ap~rox1mAtely one thousand feet zouth of 'the railroad. Instead 

of shuttling the buses on these two streete With a thirty m~uto hoad-

vro.:l. it is pro:!:,osed., Vii ttl the opening of t:b.e Otis Street crossing" to . 
run the buses by a loop arrangoment in each diroction increasing the 

servico thereby toa :fifteen ~uto :b.eadvtay. ~heother P~O$O for . 

whiCh the Otis Street crossing is desired is to give a more adequate 

ecceS$ to the i~u$trial district develop~g iccediately east of the 

city in the unincorporated portion of the County of Los'Angelos. 

Otis Street exten~snortherly from the railroad to the Downey 

Eoad and. connects thence through the COI:lm-oni ties of Boll and. !.!a.;;wood 

witA Pasaden.e. Avenue. It extends south from the railroe.d for soveral 

miles and if constructe~ across the.railroad could be used as a thr~ 

continuous'route coxmeoting ?e.sndo:ca with tho b¢1J.ches. At tho point of· 

tho propozod crossing v~th the ra.ilroad.. the track ie ~bout siX feot 

above the na.tural sround surfaco. It would be entirely feaSible to 

construct Otis Streetunde~oath t~e railroad at this point and tho 

representstives of tho city expressed t:b.e opinion at the hear~,tha.t 

this is tAe ma.:onor in v:".n.ich the crossing should be mad.e. It vm.e D.greod 

that the city and Southo~ Pacific S40~d jointl~ prepare ~ plan ~or 

canst~cting OtisStroet ~e~eath the railroad. Such a ~lan has now 

been prepared. and. subt:li tted. to ti:.o Commiezion,. together Vii th an est:tmo.te· 

of cost gi'Ven a.t $3Z,210 of which $7,290 is fOl: pro't"1d1:og ;pavoment. side-
> . . 

w~~ and curbs. loaving a cost of 025,920 for the subwn7 itself •. This 

plan MZ been al?l?roved. by the COm:lission's eng:1.noerz With the exception 

of elovs.tion of the zid'cVIo.lks 7:hich is s rela.tively minor detail. 

II though thero :nay bo some <1,'C.estion as to ':lhether the loes.l 

needs. of tAo City of South Gate justify the oxpenditure oia"rox1matel7-

~2S,000 for a subway at, Otic Avenue, it does a~pea:r t~t the through 

traf:fic route of of which Otis A.V0'!J.U'o, if constructed across tho Southern 

~ac1fic, uo~d bo a part~ woUld bo of sufficient· importnnc~, even as a 
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~econc1c.:::y ro$.d.~ to cloarly G.cterminc that s. grade croeeing ~hould. 

not be authorized. 

If' Co zubvr-y iz built at t:.'lis locc.tion it ':Iould seem :9ro:por 
in this inste.nce t:hat the major 'portion of tho cozt of the- structuro 

should be borne b~ thoc1ty. z.co princi~ul benefit accruing to th~ 
r~lro~ ~ould be tho reliof tA~t it ~ould recoive from 3rc.~e croo~­

ing h~::l3.rdc for z't:.ch tro.ffic 0,:::. will use tao :::.ubvror ifconc"'I;;l'Uctcxl 

but ..... rould in its D.'bc.onc¢ move o.C1:00$. t".a.o ra.:ilroo.d. a.t z:ome othor gre.de 

~n ontiroly net'r 'arto=:y of tra~fic to ~czist in its; clevclo:pcont ancl 

we::e a noVl grnd.e crozsiDg t.JJltAo::iz~d would. ~o:;::o an entirely new 
e.nd ao.di tionoJ. haz$.%'d on the ra.ilroad. It must be recognized t::act 

0. r~:i.l:t"o~d has 0. ce-rt::.in rosponsibility in not tmduly hamr'er1llB or 

rostricting tho g:o\vth of e. co=c.Ulli ty or tlle movOtlent of lligh":lc,y 
# 

trc.!fic Cocrocs it~ tr:-..cko;. It thoro'fore a.:!:)pears. in this co.:~, toot 

it would. be oqui t~ble that o:::lo-Clus.:rter of the· cost ot c-tneture- (cx-

elu$1v~ ot ~sVing) should be borne by t:ha rcilroad and thattha re-

~nder of the cost o~ tho structure in ~ddition to thccost of such 

l:liI:..I.;ecl 1l.!,0:::l by tilo city,. silou.ld 'be- c.:::~e$$.ed: to tho munici:po.11ty. 

l:..s to \"iil.cther or not tho Ci t1 of S·outb. G-n.to,. upon ".7ilich 

tho :o.s.j or po:-tioll of the financial ourc1011 Will fa.ll~ \"rill be z~:!i-

c1ontly- 'b()n()£itt~c'l. to ~uzti:tJ this coc~","j i::: :;:. ,deciZ1on vf.o.ich~ in 

t:b:!c. c$.se, it cecms ,ro:por to leo-vo to "~h(;)' City of S.O'llth Oattl,. &ncl . 

:c3.d.o ~u:t:h.or1zin5 tho conzt:ruction of a. subv/ay ::.t Otie :.:vonuo. 

~ho ~u-~osc of conztructing C~lifor.ni~ Lvenuo' acro~c th~ 

r$.ilro~d is to :9rotio.c·e, eroscine in th0 eeotc-rly :part· of the city 

at Co ~oint c.:n>:r:ox:tmc.tcly :nic:.1lay oo't\>;cen the buzinos$ dis".;;rict and. 

tho: oaztorly city l:i.tli..I"e.. Cz.11:Zorni1J. :..vcnuc io a · .. /1(1;0 tlloroughfaro 

c:C.,;e:tcl.ing .for s conside=u.ble~·di:::tance both no:-ta. o.:ld· couth o=: tho 
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3lroposod. cl"ozoing. .:~t the !!Oi~t of eroosine it 1.::: a.bout :t~ '10 feot 

c.bov0 tAo zurl"oundine nf).tco.l Zrouno. ourfuca and. i~~ i::: at ~~hiz '!Joint , ,.. 

drc.inc.ee COIl.a.ition~. S;~e dif::ereneo in c~ove.tion betwoen the t:ro.ek. 

zc~cc of thiz trcctle ~ould make the instcllnt10n of s gr~~e o.1"O$Z-

i~ :;::'Ii thiz 1,oint not only somewhat expenSive but Sot tho zzma timo 

unsati:;;fectory. 2hcrc t.ppoc.rs to 1:>0 but little !,ub11o. nocco:::.ity for 

the o.rozz.ine of C1l1ii'ornio.":'vonue c.t tho l'rO~0nt tiI!l.O a.ndco;rl$.inly 

not cufficiont need to juztify tho o~end.ituro necessz.ryto cfioet 

$ $e~arc.tion of grc~o~. ~~t~ough the tuture ~y ro~uiro tho osto.b-

liohment ot ~ croesing at thic ~oint, at t~0 ,resent time it sbould 

be denied \~thout ~reSudice. 
Tho croesillZ of Choo.tnut 1.venuc i~ c:.ot1rod :9'riI!la.=1l~ to 

give the onnici~al o~s system a =u1t~ble route acrose tho, railroad 

i:l, the wosterly portion ot the city without mc.king it noce'z-za.ry'fol" 

the buses. to :;0 u!10n Lons Beach :Boulevard :md oncounter tho hea.vy 

not o,!'oso 0. crossing of. Chos,tnut .::..vonuc :pro'1id.ing· 0. ce~o.in 1'ri va.te 

c=ocsi~ locato~ ~bout ci3~t hundre~ feet easterly t~c=0oi ~~z closod. 

, . 
entirely different l'u:rr>0zo tho.n t~t wi:l1cil would be sorved. by t".c.o 

crossing at Chostnut ~vonue ~~~ that ~rthormore the ~.tter of clo~-

iDS t!:.e :?rivc.to cro::;si:o.g iz entirely v:ithin t!lo. ~i1ocretion oft1:.o 

of 'Cheztnut ':"'101':.10 :l.cro ss the t:re.cl:c ehoula t:a.ere~ore be concide:rod 

entirely u,on its o~~ me~itz. ~ere, 0130, there is but little local 

!lecezZ1. t~ :for a croz:zing other tho.n for the zl'ocific l'u:r:90ze ot 

cervillS t:c.o tl'I.l:lici,c.~ bus eorv1cc. On tho other ilc.n<l tl10 cr08=~.::S 

:1t thiS :pOint-could.' 'be rw.cle ::-.. t So minimw::. of ox:ponco e.ncl ".-ronld. 1:0.-

vol ve e. m:inimUIr. of hazard. '.The view ;i.::; 0n~liirely unoD;;tructed in 
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az tho adjucent ,ort1onc of Chozt~ut ~vonue. Chestnut ~venue itself 

ccnd feet f;outh ot tAo rs.:l.lroc.d to Sante. !nO. Avonue o,bout"~\"/o thou-

Sc.:le. feet no,rth of the railroad snd :1 t cro::::o'C)z tile rc.ilroc.c't less'then 

one-fourth milo from the crossing of !.ong Eee.ch Eou10vs::d. 

In o,ccOl'danC0 ":11 til the 0:ts.i~lizhed policies of tho Commic-

Cion 1 t a.p!Je~l'S tilo.t in ttl-i: ca,se it .. !ould. be bettor to 'concentl't!.to, 

all of tho tra:::tic in tilis :portion of the city 't:.l'on tile :9:::inci:pal 

crOSSing, Long Be~ch ~oulev~:::d, ~nd to ~rovi~e' adeq~te ~:::otoct10n 
et this pOint. ~o u~p11cation as to this crossing should, tnoro-

fore, o.lso bo' d.onied. 

03D::=R ------

zion to conztruct public hiZhw~yz ceroc: tho tr~ck of Southorn P~c1-

fic Co~po.ny ut Ctio Ztroot, Che::::tnut ~venue ~d Celi~ornia ~venuc in 

the Oi tJ' of ~outh GOoto, So :jub11e hoo.ring :!lo.vi:og boon hela., tho Co::;mlio-

sion beine a::?pri::::ed. o:? tho f!).ets, the :oe.:~t0r being unclcr cubmission 

end reo,dy !o1' docision,. 

:i.e horeb~" gre:o.toe.. pe:-miesion to construct OtiC stroot'boneath 'the 

tro.ck of Southern ?~ciiic Co~~~n7 in th~ locntion cho~~ on th~ ma~ 

~r~ed ~:hibit nAn attcchod to the ~H~licstion, s~id undo1'grcdo erocs-

inS to be constructed zubject to the following conCi.itione, vix.: 

(1) ~ezisn of tho structure su~po:tin3 the trac~ ov~r ~a1d 

Otis street oh::.11 'be: cu'bcta:,j:'.:;ic.lly in c.ccord.:.mco wi t'A ,lo.n 'ohown on 

southern J?e.cificCo~:po.ny dre ... ving ~:rj) 4Z82, ohect 1,. \7ith tho e::c~tion 

tnat "liAO s·ide...,e1ks. under Said tra.ck ~:::.ll be at an elevation of 3.", 

'," 
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le~ot four feet ebove the ~djaccnt ro~d~~y. 

(Z) L.::?plice.nt c~a.ll,. witAin tilirty (30) d::-..yc the:x:c-

~fte= notify thic Co~~eeion. in ~7iti~g~ o! the completion 

of tho inetallction of s~id crozcing. 

(S) ~1le- s.u".;hol'i:s ti on heroin grrol"'.;cd for the 1::lZt~1-

10. t::.on of sc.id. c:::-o eeiDg ,"Jill lc.l'ce o..."'ld. become void ono 'Yoer 

frol:l the d:~:te of tMc order 'Ucle:;c. furthor title i.::: grantod 'b~ 

sub::.co.uont ord.er • ... 

tins s~d undc:::-ersde crossing of Otis street ch&ll 'be corne ~c 

follows: 
( Co). Scventy-fi va (7.5) :por cent of the cost of con-

structing the crossing oxclusi ve o~ tj10 COl'lZ tructi011 of :pave-

::lcnt~ 8idm"l8l1l:s c.nd. curbs-., 811:..11 "oe borno by tho Ci t:r of South 

Gc.to. 
(0) ZVlenty-five (25) por cent of tho cost of con-

struct1ng the 'croscing 0xcluei ve of "liho construction of :pe.vo-

~e~t,. sidewalks and curbz~ chall bo, borne by Southern ~acif1c 

Com:9z.ny. 
(c) The entire cost of conz.llirtlcting ,c.vomcnt. e1do-

w'c,lke snd curbz, CAall be borno by Jliho, Oi ty of South Gate. 

serves' the 1"1SAt to ~o. 31lC7c.. :fur~~her orclcrz rele:ti ve to the 

location,. constructiO!'l:, ol'erc.tion rmd ~intcno.nce of ss.id. croc.c-

ing as to it may zoem right ~d pro,er and to revoko itz ~0r­

miczion if in its jUdg~ent the public convonience ond noc~s-
~ 

zity domsndz. such action. 

ztruct Choztnut ~venuo and. Cali~orn:to. ,:,vcnue, rozl'ectivel::;r, 
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ucrOss. the tr~ck o~ sout~crn ~acific Co~~~y be ~d it is 

hereby' deniod witho·ut ,rejudice. 

~hi~ o=d0r ch.~ll becomo offectivo ten (10) do.ye o.::to·r 

the ~ins tAoroof. 
lit... 

Do.tod c.t San :frc.nc1sco. Ccliforn1c.,. thi$~t, day 

o~ !:ovo:lbcr.192Z. 

~e5~ ., ,'~' . .' 
I' . . .,. '.. .' ",- "-, 

r-.-,.... ,':':'C; .! 


