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Decision No. /.-47$' . -

:Bm'ORE TE:E: RAILROAD COMMISSION' OF 'J!E:E S~ATE OF' CALIFO?.NIA • 

'-oo~ 
...... . ", 

In the matter of the .a.pp1108. t1011 ) 
of the :Bo8.X'd of' SupeX'V1so:t"s of the ) 
County, of" Log Angeles-. 'State of. }. 
Ca.l1fol'%l.1&. :e'or' perm.1se1on· to 1netall ) App11os.t10n No. 9348. 
8. grs.d.e' crossing over'thet:r:a.cJcs of ) 
S¢'tiZhel"ll:'Pa.o1:t1c:Ra1lr064 on ,the Water- ) 
dale Ro$d. ) 

Roy 71. Dowds. for· the :So8.%d of Suporvisors of 
_ .' Loe AIlgeles County. 

F •• W. M1elke. ~or·Souther.nPacif1e Co~any. 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

O.P I N I 0 !l' -- .... - ... -..-

!I!h1a is a proeeed.1llg 1%1 Which the :Board of SUPerT1S0:r8 . "'., , 

of the County of Los .Angeles asJc .for an order author1z1l:lg. the eoXl-
.",., '. .,' 

st:ra.et1on of W8.terdale ,!toe.d at grade aerose the traok"of Southoxn . 
• , ." I. ., " • 

Pacif1e Comp~. Waterd.al.e Road 1e located six m1i'ec~orth' of· the 
, .. 

, . 
town of Lanos.eter &long theea.e.t and west section 11ne~: between .. 
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,.1, see-tions 10 and' 15 ~. 8' N.R. 12 w. 5.:'6.:8. &lL ana. ea.st' thereof • 

.A. public hea.ring was held. on' this applies. t10n bofore 
+. ' • . "' 

Examiner Willis.m.a 1ll Loe. Angeles~ November 23-, 1923. 

The evidence shows the. t the Eoa%'d o-r Super.tisors of Los . . , . . ~ . 
..tll:lgGles Co=tY' h&ve reoently improved Ws.terd8J.e'It0a4'for a'distance 

" 

, ' 

of ten miles enst froe. its 1:Ltersectioxl. W1.:th the Me>j&ve Road, which 
" '. 

rtzns north s.nd. south on section lines approximatel,. one mile east 01: 

the erossingaeked., for in this application and the~':now d.81ret~, 

imprOTeWs.temale Eoad.weet of' Mojnv& Road. to an intersection' with. 
. '-' ",. .. 

the State Highway vfAich is & paved. rood rw:ming &lollgthe west sid. 

of Southern Pacific. Compa:QJTs right of W8:S'_ 1'his1mprovemontW1J.l. 

involv~ th~ ~rOSeing' of th~'~m8.in 'line, of Southern ia~1f1c between' 

Los Allgeles aDd BaJcersfielct. ~e 'nearest'"publie,'erossinge t~ the, , 
~ .. . 
one asked ,for herein' are thos<t of county ros.d.s' ,rmm1ng', es,e,t and' 

, , 

west on seotion linee two miles north and., two milee, south of, Water- , 

da.le R084. 

benefited. b,. the propos0(l cross'lng, amo'Wlt1ng to some e1:Cteen square 

miles, is groW1llg conSiderably and. that e.t the present time', there 

would be some twcnty-:!ive fa.m111os benofitted. by the gra:c.t1ngo:t~, 
-

this a.pplication 1:l. that :i.t wo'C.ld give them a.ccess· to the paved 

highwa.y 1n a. direct enst and west;'l1ne and, thus eliminate the present 

necessit:r of trs:vel1Dg two mUos north or two·.m1~es south to aD. ,ex1st-·, 

ing crossing over the railroad tra~ 
The area. surround1llg, the orossing appl1.ed :for here1n 18 

sem1-~e8ert practieall1 level with a slight dra1n&.ge to tho north-
't' I 

'west which fa.;ors tho ma.1nten8.noe of W&terd&le ~'oe.d. The soU 18' 

of s. heav;r cla:1118:ture. DtI.r1:cg the gl:es.to~ pO:rti0Xl,' of ' tho :rear 

the dirt roads 1nthisd,istriet are in fa.irly go.odco:c.dit1on but 

d-ar1ng the. ra.1ny'ses.son there Sore t1meswen: the roads are 'almost 

1mpasa1ble. Itie durtngthe wet season that tra.ffio ,on Waterdale 
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• 

Road es.st of the pa.ved h1ghwa~ would be most benetitted bY'._gran~ 

1ng of thisapp11ea. tioD.. It was. also shown that the grant1%lgot 

this' crossing would be of ma.teri&l benefit to :parti&8 ow.c.1ng. 

property- on both 81d.e~ of the' ra.ilroad Which. wo'CJ.d eliminate'· the 

present ~ neeees1 t~' ot traveling two mllo8 north or sou~h to a pub-

lic oross1ng to get trom one trs.Ct: to the other. It i8 eat1m&tod. 
, 

that over fifty vehicles would no~ly pass ~ver the proposed 

crossing per day 1n the event it W8.S construoted. 
I . ' i ' . 

!l!b.e gre8.ter p'ortion of the rancher! is sale products in 
\ 

the d.istriot are ha:aJ.edb:1 trc.oks toLane8.et~r and shipped' from 
, . .' " 

there over the Southe~ Paoific. It ap~ear8 that the gr.ant1ng o~ 
.. , . . 

this app11cs.tion would not only bene~it the ranchers but: 'also' be 

a benefit to Southern Pacific Comp~ in that ':it should ,s,id in" 
, • I 

the a.~v.eJ.opment of the-" oountr,y 'and. therebY' 1n~rea.8& bUf)'1:c.e88 With 

the rs.Uroad. 
., , 

. The Southern Pac1:1!ic Comp,e,ny appetlo%'ed. to oppose the 
. ~ ~. . 

g:rs.n.ti:lg of this' s.pp11os.tion on the ground thB.t. publio· oonvenienoe 
. '. . 'I .... '" - ' 

snd ' neeeesi ty does not warrant the expenee SJJ.dl heza.rd -that· would 
. I •• , 

I 
I . ' 

be 1ne1<lent to, the' proposed crossing. At .present the tra.ff1c on , , 
\ . 

the ra1lroad. eons1st3 of ten regcl&r . pa.s8eIlger", trains'. Which' travel . , 

a.t high ra.tes of speed and. c15ht resula.r freight ,t~a.1ne P<tr day •. 
• • • I 

in addition to frequent extra. trainS. 
~e eVidence shows that intb.'e eventi'tl:.1eapp11C8.ti0n.. 

I ' 
• I 

1s granted the stands.rd eross1l1g,. sign would bei8U:!f1e1~twaJ:"D.1ng 

to the public of thiz ero:e31llg as 8ll~a:ppros.ohi:c.g train eanbe-
, . i 

seen for miles in either d1reetio~ 

From. 8. eoneidera.t1onof a.ll of the. eyidence subI:l1tted 
I 

1 t appears that publlc conveXl1enee end neeess1;ty justify the 
. I 

I 

granting of this ap:s>li es.ti on. 

ORDER .... ~, .......... ~ 

The Eoara o! S~ervisor8 of the County of Loe Angeles 
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i " 
havlJ:lg f1l~ ~ ts applica.tion with the Commi88i~n :tor' pe:rmis810X). to·. 

:1. .) , 
oonstruot Wa terda.le noad 8. t gra.a.~ over the track o:f Southern ;pacifi0 . . ' 

CompaxlY. a ·pU.bliC hearing havi%lg been held. tp.e matter· be1ng 'CXl4er 
! 

, . 

eubmiss10n a.nd reMYO :tordeo1s1on. 

I!I!IS EEREBY ORDE:'aED. that per::nission b~ a.nd1t is ho~ebi! 
. ~ . . , 

. ~ 

of California. to eonstra.ct Wa.teX'd8.1e :ROM located. between S~ot1o:c.s· . . . .. i, .. 
9 and 16 l' 8, :N :a l.2 W S.:8.3.& 1E.' a.t grade across tr&ek' o:!Southem . . , .~. 

• I." • . 1\ , 

.Pa.oifi0 CO~StlY' as 'Shown 'bY' the map atte.ched to'. the a.pp11e8.t1onp 

8&id cro8s1l:lg to be COXlstructed subj'ect ·to the:, folloWing, eond1t1on8" 
! . 

{l) . ~he entire expense of constructing the crossing shall 
, , 

be bo::ne by applicant. The cost 0'£ i te ms.1ntGnanoe Ul' tollnee tw~ 

(2) feet outside of the ;"41l8 sh8.l1 be borne by applice.nt. .~e ',main.:. 

tenaneeo! that portion of the oross~ between lines two (2) teot: 

outsid.e of the l"a11s shs.llbe borne by Southern Pacific Comp~. . . 
(2} The crossing shall be constructed" o~ 8. Wid.th not lese 

than twenty-:fo,n. (24) :f&&t and. .s. t an angl.o· o:f'l, ll1:loty. (90) degrees to 
• • 1 • ., ' 

., A ~ • • 

the. rs.11roaA and nth grades of approa.oh not greator than two (2) . ,. 

per cent; eh8.1lbe protected by'a sUitablecroseing sign and shaJ.l. . 
. . . . ',' 

other road. tra.ff10·. 

(Z) Appliea.ntsha.ll, Within thirty (30) days therelJ.:t:tor • 
.. I 

". I*' 

noti~y this COmOneeio:c., 1n vn-it1ng. of the completion of the insteJ.-

lstion o~ said crossing. 
,. 

C 4r) !~ said. erossi:lg shall not have been installed .vli th-
.. . 

in one yee:r frOtl the cl.a.te of this order. the $utho:r1z&t1onhEJre1n . . 

granted. sh.e.J.l then lapse' and becoc.evo1d., unless further time is 
I 

granted c:r subsequent ol'd.er-: 

(5) ~e Commission reserves the riSht to· make such fur-
. .. '. ' 

ther orders rel&tive to the loea.tion. eOllstructio%l..opera.t1on. ma1n-'" 

Ull&Uce and proteotion of sa.1d.0l:'05s1ng as t¢ 1 t 1tJIJ.';! seem :r:1ght~d 
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proper and. to revoke its permission i:!~ 1n its judgment. the public' 

convenience and. n~cess1ty ae=and~ch aotion. 

This ordor ShalJ become .e~fective ten (10) d«1s ~ro~ the 

ma.k1ng thereof. 
. 1"'-

Da.ted a.t San Fra.neisco., Califo:rn1s.. this;. // .. a.a,.. o~ 
December ~ i92Z. 

-, 5 -

"I' ... ",..,."'.1.&.........:. \ .. 
...... 1--"" " 

~ .. . -:-" '~'."_~. ",I 

Cocm! seioners.; 

',' 

... ". 
", .. 

", 
J' 

.1 , 

r'''''' .";;.,,, . 
....... '"" 


