Decision No./ Q.Z éé ‘

BEFORE TET RATLROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

-0 0=

In thgga.iﬁegof 'gho azéplication;. % o

oL Re elephone Company for :
yermission to im:rease Ats cha.z-ges) dpplication No. 94'59?
for sorﬁ.co. o _ )

-

& Rlclolf and R. L. Mazza for Applicant.

BY TEEZ COMMISSION:
OPINION

The applica.nt in this proceoding, Rod. Eill Telephcsn.o

Company, hereina.:rter roferred to as the COmpany oms ana. opera.tes i

a farmer line extonding aouthwesterly from 2ota1mna. al.ong Pomt ]
Reyes roed in Sopoma apd ma.rﬂ.n Counties, Cali:fomia, :ror 8 d.istamo
of appro:d.ma.tely 3even milea.

Applﬁ.ca.nt'e lines connoc.. w:i.th thoao o' mho Ea,ciﬁ.o ﬂ:ole- '
phone and ‘l‘elogra.ph Compa.ny at the ci.ty linits of .’?ctalma. Appli— :
| cant's subscribers obtain local service among themselvea a.nd. wit:b.
| the J?eta.lm eubecx.x.bera of Tho Pacific !Delepnono a.nd. Telegm;ph
Company. | ’ '
| Applicant's: subscfibe#:s'. or patrons provide their own
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tolephones a.nd. tho necessary drops or branch linoa whicb. connect
their premises to the lines owned 'by the Company.

Por the sexrvice which Tho °a.ci£1c Telephone and Telo-
graph. COmpany mmishos tb.o Comna.n;y collects :L'rom each of its
patrons &nd pays to The Pacific Telephone and Telegmph COmpany
tae rates -eatablished by that Company for farmer line stations,
and for such long distance ﬁosé.a.gos as may be charged to th@s& |
sta.‘t:ions. In additi'on to "’he Pacific ’.Delo;phono s.nd. ”lélegra.ﬁh '
COmpany 8 ra.tea the COmpany hae esta.‘blishod a.no'cher ra.'to which |
it cha.rgos its pa.trona :tor the service which it rendo:rs. This
rate b.as 'boen in. the past an& is now, 't:welvo d.ollars per yea.:r
per sta.tion in ad.va.nce. Applicant in th:Ls proceed.ing agks 130::\-
mizsion to :anrease thie to the charge of twenty—:four dollars
per yea.r pex a‘tation.

| Applicant filed, a3 a pazrt of the a.pplica.tion an .
stimate of opexating expenses and revenue fo.r,“the year 3.924 show=
ing & deficit of £290.00 which would be incurred 12 fhé-pfaﬁeﬁt
rate was continued. An inventory and awopre.isal showing a8 tota.l
investment of "1500. 00 was also i.ncluded. as a ;pa.rt ot -the appls.- |

tion.

A public hearing in this proceeding wes held be:tqi-o‘. -
| Examiner Sé.tte:;white in Petalume on Nov. 22, 1923. A.p}_:;licant

introduced testimony at this hearing Tor the porpose o2 confirm=
ing the :Eigures get forth in its applica.'tion. -
Severa.l of 'cho Company's patrons a.ppea.red a.t the hea.r-
ing and mede compla.ints as to the quality of the szervice rend.e:-
el oy a.pplica.nt. The compla.int is that there a.re occ&sionally |
periods when no .aervice at a.ll is a.va.ile.ble and mteﬁerence &ue

to cross ta.l]: be't:weon the lines ie q_ui'te conmon. It a.p;poa.rs 'tbat
some of 'chis trouble ig duwe to the condition of the ma:m l.’m.o .

while probably much of 11: is dune to improper maintenance of bz-anch
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~ lines waich are owned and maintained by thé. subseribors _thém-
selves, Considerable improvement in sérvi"cé would una.oubtodly
be effected by overnanling the ma.in linesg and thia work shou.ld.
be dcne as soon pra.cuicable.

| An appraisa.l of the plant of appli}:ant was mé.d.e by
L P M. Ca.sa.l Lesistent .,ngineer of the Commission which shows :
& value of .91335.00 on sa historica.l basis as o:t November 30
1923,

The Coxpany had as of December 1, 1923, twonty-Live
pstrons. The Company esti.ma.tes tna.t there m.a.y be an increase
of eight sub...cri‘bers in the next ten years. ~

Under the present rate of '{51. 00 pex month applicam:
will not be sble to meet operating ezpenses by an amotm of
$65.00. Increasing this rate to $l. 75 por month wi.ll ma.k:e 5.1:
possible for ap;olicant to properly ma.inta.in its lines, ron&or ‘

| ad.eq_mte se*vice and give it & rea.sonable retn:m on its invest-, -

ment.

The granting of this proposed rate asswnes thet the "

applioant will overhaul i‘ts lines which work will include‘ the
pnlling of the slack in all ex:!.sting lines owned 'by the COmpany,
replacing ‘oroken insulato*a an& s‘tubbing and gu,y.n.ng ;poles where |
such Utubbing a.na g:a;ring is neces.,axy

Red Eill Telephone Company h.aving mde-a.yolication ‘
‘requesting the Railroad Commiseion to authorize certain "-a:cee
for telephone sexvice as set forth in its a.pplieation or such
other rates 83 the '-za.ili.-bad Commiseion may Lind. just a.nd. ren..on-
able, a public hearing ha.ving 'been hoeld and the mm:ter b&ving
beon submitted and now: ready :Eoz- decision.

TEE ?&IIROA.D COuuﬂoSION EEREB‘! FI“DS AS 4 FACT that’
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the xrates now charged fox telephoﬁe sexrvice are insufficlent to
provide applicent with an adequate retwrn and that' the "présenf |
rates for Zarmer lime service are not just and reaSonabié axd;n
that the ra.teé herein. establiched are Just and reasonsble rates
for such service. ' | |

Ba,ing ite order on tko "foregolng finaing of foct and ,
upon other . :ﬂind.ings of fact con‘ca.ine& 40 tre opinion. v.‘b.ich pro- |
codos this ord.er, | _

Im~IS EEREBY ORDERED, that Red Hill melephone Companyr

(l) Chaxge sxd ecollect Zor farmer line sernoe rend.ored.
on and a.fter .Tanua:y %, ‘.1.924 ‘chc following rate.

Parmer Line Service - Dwenty-one dollars (*21.00) per,
araum plus “the "’a.me:r: li.ne rate of The Pacific Telephone end Tole-
graph Company at its Potaluns Exchange. ‘ |

(2) Pile with tue Bailroaa Commi sion the rate set |
fortz wnder section (1} a.bove oz or before Jamusry 1, 1924.

(3) rOverhaul its lines as set forth in the opinion.pre—
cediz:s this order, on or before larch 1, 1924.

(4) Submit evidence to tho Railroad COmmissionw within
15 Qays a.:‘.’tor the work has been accomplishoed, tkat the ‘order spt
forth wader section (37 gbove hes been carried out., |

 Datod et San Tramcisco, Californis, tnis _22 7 ey of

Docoxber, i923.

~Commissloners, -
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