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:BE?OR:: TEE p....tUI30a CCi,a.."'SSIO~r OF TEZ STJ.~E O~ CA:.IFOBNIA. 
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In the matter of the a~plioat1on.of ) 
Southem Pa.cific Compan~" ~or an order. ') 
authoriziDg the construction o~ So spur .> App11ee.tion No. 935'1 
track a.cross Alame.da. stroet,. in· the' Vici- } 
Xli tl of Florence. Loe: A:ogelee: CO"Ollty. ) 

< . 

·In the matter of the e.:pplic.e.tion o~ ) 
Southe-rn Pacific Comps:c.y" for ~ order }. 
e.uthorizitlg· the eonst:ruct1on ~t grade: of' } Application No. 9317 
So spur tra.ck a.cros~.lla.meda. Street in ) 
the' C1t:r o~ Verno~ County of Los } 
Allgal&e:. ' ) 

) 
) 

In the matter of the app11ee.t1on o~ 
Southern Pacif'ic Comp~ for an -order 
enthoX'1ziXlg the eons.trttetion at grado.. 
of a.. spttr track cross1~ ,Us.medc. Stre-et 
in the oities. of Ve:-non a.nd. I.os .A.l:geles 
Los A:ogGles County. 

~ Applica.tion No. 9392 
) 
) 

F. W. Mielke: e.:o.a Frank KD.:rr., for ap:p11cant. 

EoY W. DOwds., tor Board. of Supervisors of Los: .A.ngele:s: 
CO'Ollty_ , '. 

H. R. Pomero7,. for Los ADgel&$ Co~ty Regional ?l~-
n1ng Commission. . 

DaVid. R. Far1e~,. for Auto~obile Club of' Southern 
Ca.l1fornia.. . ' 

Fred P. Gregson,. represent1~, the 1.03 AIlgele:e:; Chom'l>er' 
of' Commerce., a.nd the Associated Jobbers' of Los 1i..:o801ea. 

F.C me COMMISSION: 

OPINION 
~--- ......... ---

In the. abov& entitled applications Southern P~c1~1eCom

p~ e.eks PGrm1S$i~n to eonstra.etthree. industrial. spur tra.eka· at . 

gn.d.e s.eross "usmeda Street botween the 01 ty_ of Loa . ~Ulgeles and Los, 

Angeles Karbor. 
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L ~ublic he~ W~$ held on th&sc ~pplicat10na ~ ~s 

Angeles b~ore~ner Williams October-26~,192Z ~t which time it 

~ st1pula:ted that the- three app11c:J.tiOns should. be consolidated 

for hearing and decision. 

III Application No. 93519 s.pp~1ce.nt $eks. au thon ty t~ con-

s"truct a spur track ~t grade o.cross Alsmed!lo Street, somet1I:lcs .tnown 

s.s the Harbor Truck Boulevard, at s. point in the un1neorpore.t$d por-. 
t10n o~ the Co~t1 o~ Los ~oles ~~prOXim&te17 one-fourth mile, 

north o:! Florenc&. ~vatJ.ue: near Lyfort Avonua for tp.o ptU"pOS& of giv'J.Xlg 

industrisl. t:-aek·serv:tee. to Emseo Steel ~roduets Com;p~. 

In . .l:pp11eat1on :No. 9392,. app11ctult asks l»rmission to con

struct a. 2:pttr track s.tgra.d.& across: Alameda Street p~ in the 

C1 tY' 0'£ Vernon D.nd. partly in the 01 ty o-f Los ADg&les :3.t So po1:c.t 

about one thouse.nd feet nert".o. of Slausen Avenue- fer the purpozo: o'1! 

seJ'rviIlg the Allo:,r Steel and Meta.ls CompSlly". 

III ~pp11cation~e. 9377,. applioant !Io~S pormizsion to. co.n-

struct So spur tre.ck o,.t grade s.cross the.t porti ono! l,.J.amedo. street 

ill the. City of 'Vernon' apprOXimately- two thousand :f:oe.t north of Slau

son Avenue- to servo, the Xl1ntoh Lath Corpor:J.t1on., Alamod.a stroot, 

in the ViCinity of the two las.t mentioned crOSSings, 1$ legaJ.lJ d~ 

dieatod but not as yet open fer travol. 

All. of these ~ur tracks: la-ad frotl tho Southern Pacific 

, San Pedro. b~ch w1l1ch ,in thiS: vicinity X"llt.l$ north and south a.nd ie 
'\'," 

:paralleled on its. wf;)sterly s.1d.0' 0:;," AlamedA StroO',t. tlll oxtonsi'on of . " 

the Alamed.a. street :in t".o.e City o.:! Los. ADgeleo:. .llamod.8., Stroe1; is 

the' loca.tion of the soce.lie(L Harbor ~X"Ilek Bo.QJ.evs.ri wh1C:h ha.i~ been , I 
pavaO. by the County of,!.os ...\rlgeles from tho 201:z:therly l1m1 ts 00£: the 

I 
City of 'Vernon at SJ.s.uson !:vorr;a.e- with an eight inch reinforced ,eon- , 

I 

crete- pa.v()mo~ a.nd twenty-',:f:our f~et in Width on s.n eight inch biJ.se, ' 

of, d1s1ntegrs. ted gr8Jl1 te. The :purpoco o~ thie: high g%1l.d:& :pavement 

was. 'to proVide: an s.dequste: through highwaY' for the use' o'! mot'or 
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trucks :b.c.uling nu::.torials bo.tweol?- ~os i.n30.1oe: :C:l.tt;;~d !tos ':~elos. 

Zc.:!'bor. On th~t :portion of the Tro.ck Boulevard: vi'.aich has 'been· 
; 

opened for tr?o:'fic south of ~'la.uson ~venue c. traf~1c census MOWS 

Co ::lor:r.:.l movement of $.!':proxima:tely "crlcl VEl' thou~$.tld va-bicles c. do::! • 

.b. t tllo, present t1::.e t"ast. ,:portion of this 'boulevard be-

tween Slauson :..ve-nue .a.na. the Ea.rbor is re:r:.w.:rka..b17:free i'ro::l grsde 

cross1:ogs. and this'. cond.itio'll is' in marked contrae.t to the cond.ition 

~long l..ls.::edc. Zt,roct north ot tho 01 til of V<:lrnC1ll whero "cho sdj Docent 

territory hcs boen intensiv~ly devolo~ed. industrially ~a S:.9ur 

tre.cits o.re . ~;c:e-%'ouz. In the City of 'Vernon its'elf. the. torn tOl:7 

c.d.j'o.cent to :..la.::necle. street vlhich ilz.s not :rot been o:penee. to tra.:f'f'ic· 

has been dC'VO'lol'ing industrially and there- Q.:9l'oa.:rs' to oe no 'luostion 

that all o·'Z the tern tory lyiDg c.G.j e.cont to tho' Sa:o. Pedro Branch of 

t:c.o-Southern :es.c1:t1c e.nd ~ruck Eoulevcre. is in the )ta:.th o~ :c.ormeJ. . 
, 

~AO issu~ t~on confronting'tho Commission ~t 

this time· is: vf.c.ether the Truck :aoulev~d. is to "bo- retained :for Do 

throt:gh high Sl'eed. o.rter::r of ve:).tic'Ulo.r trc.ffic .·'with its e-fficie!lc:,v 

~d s~o-ty u:U.m:p~ired. 'bY' mul t1p11cit;r of Sl'Ul" tra.ck crossingz. a.t 

grc.d.o 0= whc.ther it shc.ll be allowed. to 'become s. loeoJ. 1ndustr1!!.l, 

streot stU. tc.'ble oriJ.y for slov( trD.ffic Olld. lo.rg&ly conees~e'd with 
, 

local tr~n movementz incident to the 1ndue~rial cctiv1t~ i~odi-
. . 

ately ~djae~nt. ~~e record shows an una1e~uted ostimat& th~t; 

unless restrictions o.ro ir.:pozed., tl'l.ol'e will :pro'bo.'bly 'be e. demand 

ul t i:me.t ely :for s.:9:proximato~il .Ijj•10 hunared: such ,z:pur 'trsck cX'osoi~e.. 

!t is ap:Pare:::.t that wi th the co:astruction ot evon· a. s.ubst1).nt1~ 
1'0rtiO::' ot two h:l2.1ld.red tro.ck eros-sines in the elevGn m~los; between 

Sl~uzon 1.. vonue $.lld. "~ha :S:ar'bor district the ,u-'"1'os~- ~or wMch the; 

Z~r'bor Eoulevar~ ~-C. conceived and constructed will have been,vory 

lo.rgcly defeated. 

It is cO::ltend.o:d: tn.o.t the convorcion of Truck Boulevazd. 
" 

into n. slow s:peod indu.:;;tris.l' street is ::.. :pl"o);>or dovelo:pmcnt and: 



use for the Truck Boulevard o.nd that e. through high e',Pecd traffic 

~e:r:y between Los l:c.gelG& City c.nd ::'0$ Al:lgcle:a Harbor should,'be 

providod at e. 10et\.t1on not adjacent to the railroad. :s:oweve:=~' the

condition must be faced ~Aat there 18 at present'no other tb.xO~ 
'I 

tr.a.ffic artery built which will so.pply- tho very urgent need Wh1ol::. 
ex1e:t~ for the a.ccommoda.tion o~ t"-'l13 through traffic. Pond.ing the 

t1me that the local city and. eotlllty e.uthori ties. de.cide. t".o.a.t' this 

highway should b& surrendered pr1mar1ly to the use of local indus

tr1es~ we are of the opinion that this Commission has a responsibi

litY' in protect1::g the saf~ and convenient use of this highway for 

through traffic by res.tricting ~.o.e eonst,l"Uction o,'! gre.d.e.- cros31llg3: 

::.s :far e.s it may re-:l.Sonably do $O~ On the other hand~ w& do not 

be:J.eve that the district south of Sla.usol::. A:vcnuO' and west ~'t:b.e: 

Truck Bo'tIJ.evard should be pormanently dell1e<1 illdustriol. track 

~e very fact that it is located adjacent to both .n raU

roe4 a:nd a. well improved. highvro.y bet:ween the metl'opol1 tan conter o:t 

the City of LoS. .!Dgelee and the harbor of ~s ~eloe givos th1e 
" 

terri to:r:r a. pec'tllie.r 'V'al.ue for 1Xldustrlal :p-a.rposes. The proper sol-

ution for the present would. e.:ppear to be: neither tha cOlXl:plet& ex'" 

elusion of industr1al tra.ckage from this ter:ri toX7 nor the prome

euo'ttS installation of ~ur tra.ckS. acrOSS the highway at. any' po1nt 

seJ.eeted. bY' s::ry pn va.te intcree.t. but that a def1Xl1 te. plan of:; ~e
velopment sho'tlld. be. worked out mereby the grad.e cross1%lg& Will be 

the 1nduatl:'1al. growth of the. di~tnct. We are of the opinion tb.a.t 

a. plan could. be- developed whereby such 1ndustX'ie.l develo:r;>ment w~uld 

not be. unduJ.y restricted such a. plan beillg base,d, on th~ proVis1011 
of not more than two grade croes1:ogs' over the :Soulsvard. betweetf' 

< ,.' " 

~.' 
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Sl~uson AVanUe ~d ~lorenco ~vonue. ~e ere now of tho' o~inion thet 

in generDJ. ~:rack croecings Zhou.ld. not be constru.ctcd. o.t more· tro:que:lt 

1nte:ri'alS'. in tho' torri tory south of Florence: ivonue .• 

..u though it does not appear ~A$.t the loce.tion of t".ae· pro

posed spur to corve ~ho'~~~co Steel ?roduct~ Com~any would .prob~~17 

crOss' t~c 3oulevc.rd. in such ~ location as to· moet readily fi't in \;'i th ., 
,I 

tho future illd.ustri~ de'Volo!'tlent of the adj a.cent proporty ".11 thout 

s.d.clit1on::.l sro.a.e crossings,. wo ere' of the opinion tha.t :pend.ing tile 

r:.d.option of c. def'i:nte plo.n of develol'cent D.~pl:!.ca.nt sllo1lld "00: given 

tompo~ eutilori tl to constru.ct the crossing in the loc~tion o.,plied 

for. with the d.1~tit!ct unclers'ta.nd1n5 tho.t this crossi:cg sholl 'be ' 

s.oo,lished. in ~a.vor of ~othc'r crozs1:og which Will sorve: the ontire. 

territory 'when a suitable J?l~ haz been worked out·. Pend.ing tho. ' 

d.evelopment o! suc::'.:l. ::;>2en adjacent property holder:: desiring s,ur 

track service should be info:r=.ec!t "07 tho applics.nt of the nece:scit:r 

of co o.rrOllgi:og tAoir fD-oili t1e.s us: to 'be nblo to ts.ke 01 the~ te:m

porrJr./ service. fro: the tr:lck se:rving the Zmsco Stael J?roducte 

Co~~~ or ~e~~~o~t service from a trsck constructed dlons e finsl~ , 

~y adopted pl~n of indust:isl tr~Ck d.ovelo~~ent. If~~e ad.~~cont 

:Pl"Ollcrty holde:::-s do no"~ see. fit to thus· coopero.te ~o:c· the: protection 

cf the gonero.l public interest on the highway it '70ule. tl.:9pear Jtro:peX' 

the. t th.e~ withhold. the·1r pro!,G'rty ~roI:l ind~tX'i::J.l devalol'ment tlllti~ 

such time- c.z c.!lothert~rough highw:-.y iz. constructed. "oet\10en tho 01 ty 

c:ad.herbor ~t vt.a.ich ti:le- Jlls.:nedc. street will :pro'be.b~y be- z;urrondered 

to C :lore' intensive inductrisl'aevclo~mont end locAl traff1c uze~. . . 

o 0:0.0.11:1 ons. 

~s to the ~~p11cet1onc for tne two spur tr~Cks ~cross ~t 

portion of llameda ,St:::e,et north of Sl$.uson b.venue, 'lfe find tMt. the 

proposed spurs Sore not to 'be built c.croze an ex:1.eting treffic artery 

'but across So dodic$toGi. s"lireet which ho.s: not ye.t been o,~ned to l'Ublic 
"'.,.,. . 
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travel. !lthough ~~eda street will un~ucct1cnably "00 o~ened 

north o~ Sl~uson ~ve~ue through the City of Ycrnon $nd the Cit7 

0'2 I.oe: .. \..'"1.gelee, it s,:ppe:crs from the record thst the~e is no co:r-

10US obj oct ion to the c.o:ost=uction. of tb.o two 31''llr t=~clt orc;:ccitlgZ: 

:; 
it is not :reasonable nor :9ractico.blc to avoid these: gra.d.~ c~A)$sings~,. 

'/ 

'!'~ce'e: tw'o :::'l'plicationz'~ therefore, zhould. "00: gr$:lted, hot10,-rE:r , it 

zi:.ould. be- :pointod outt:a.e.t hero o.lzo· tho J?ubl1c intorcc:t 1I61lJ.~ , 

~::,ob{l."oly 'be best sorved. 'by the clevelo:p::.e:n.t o·f $. general 1'1-01 which 

"Nould. mi·nitlize the nw:'ber o:Z grade cl"ozci'ngz f.l.CrOC3: this :portion 

OR:O:::?" -- _ ........... 
Southern. Pacific COIll:9s:ny hc:ving tlade c!Jl)lic.e.tion: for the: 

constru.ction ot three. z:pu .Iiirackz: a.cross !J.atloda str~et in tho 

Cities of Ye:no::l and Los: .J.ngeles snd. in tho Count,. of' ':'0$ A.Ilgelo::;~ 

:p~blie Aotl-l"ine hs.vi:og 'been held. on tho ~bovo anti tlod. pr.oceoe.:tng$~ 

tAO Commission b~ing f:I.!,:or1sod o~ "~ho ta.ct:::, the matt or be1~ u:na:er 

~bmiezion and refJ.a.y for decicioll,.. 

horeby grante~ sout~orn P&cific Company to conztruct t~r~e spttr 

30ulo'Ve.rG., in tho loca.tions.d.e-ccribcd. o.e follows: 

~"!.l'z-t 
J3eeiIln1ng at .:;:. ~ointon tho eac.tcrly line of :.la-

rllce.o. street- (40.00 :fe·at wide) which point is: 294 foe.t,. 
::ore or 10::'$,. southorly from. tho i:rl"licrz:o-ction o! tha . ",- . 
~;eid oc.zterly line of ..;..lamed::.. stree.t a:o.e. the $ou:ta.0rl~ 
J;ino o~ !.y-Zort st:roet, prod.uced Vlosterly, me$surod. :;t.U.ong 
't;ilo CD.~to:rly line of .::.lomed.a st'root; oI.;hElnco. soutA\Vcst- " 
erl;r el.ong 0. Cilr'Ved line concavc· to tho right, :c.Covin,:; 0;, 

radius of 286·.84 fco-t, 90 fce-t, morc or lez~:, to a :90 ·in:t. 
on ta.o- t'/cz·terly line of ..:J.o;med.o. st::'cot ,which iO' Z77· fee~~ 
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:x:or.e- Or lesa. southerly from the interz-oct1on of I 

sa1d westerly line o~ ~emeda Street an~ th&.s¢uth-
er~ lin~o~ Lyfort Street; produced'west0rl~~ 
mea....""Ured s.loDg the, westerly line o:! J..lame:do. Street. 

Sec¢nc!. . 
~g1llC.1Ilg at a. point en the easte'rly line of 

Alatled.s. street. W'Aieh is. a.lso, the westerly :right of 
WFJ.Y' l1::le of' Southern Paeific compe.ny, which point 
meas:a:red a.lollgss.id. line, is 112 'fe$t" more-, or less~ . 
southexlY from the North l1~e 'of 5Zrd. Street produced; 
thenceno.:rthwestorly tlloXlg 8. curve- line" concave- to. ' 
the' left" w1 th $. radius of 239.1.7 feet, ,ll. d1sts.:cce, of 
5Sf'eet~ more or less:. to- a point on the- west :botc:ldal:7 
line of"the City of' Vernon. which pOint •. measured' 8l.0:og 
said. line, is 60 feet., mora or less. southerly- from the 
intersection with tho Zerth line ef SZrd ~treet ~rodueed. 

,Third.' 
Eegi~ng at a ~oint in the w&8terl~ right o~ way 

:LinG! 01: the Southern ~ac1!ic Reilrea.d Companyl S: S~n 
P'ed:o' :Branch, se.1.d ;point bo-ing located at s d1e.tnnce:of'. 
566.1.8 teet measured souther17 along said right of wa7 
line its intereect10n vJi tb. the center line o~ 55th . 
Street, proloXlge.ted ea.s.terly;, thence northwesterl,.aloIlg 

. a C'C.rV& ceno.aVEt to the- le.ft. ha.viI1g s. .rad.1ueO'·f 44.9,.61 
:!eet,. . s. d:tsttlllee of 54.10 feet to' .8. PO'int in the "oo-~ 
l~e between the City.ofVernon and the Cit,. of LO'e 

.: 
'1' 

AIlge1eS; and.. . 
Beg1m:l1lJg a.t So. point in the bemlde.%7 line between' 

the: 01 ty of Los A:z:lg.slesand the City O'f. Vernon,. ss.1d I 

point b&1~ lO'es.ted.a.t eo distaneo of 512.08 feet moa- : 
euX'ed souther1ya.lo:1g. said bO'll%l.d;a.~ line. from 1 ts .1l1te-I.-
section wi til the center lin& o~ 55th' street prolo:cgc.ted 
e,IJ.sterly; thence. northwesterly l25.00 feet, mer.e.O'r le.ss:, 
to .so peint 1llth& westerl,. propes.ed.l:tllc of. Ala.medA 
Street, said :point be~ located di$t~t 400~OO foet mor& 
or less mee-oured. southerly slong tho proPO'sed' we~Grlzr 
line ef Alameda. street from i te intersectien, with the sa1d. 
center line O'f 55th Street, prolong~ted easterly. I 

All o·f the above as. :c:hewn 'by tho map attached' t? A~l1C3.-
I 

tiO'llZ Nos. 935'1',. 937'1 and 9392. re$J?ectivel:r, s.ubj'eet.to ~ho follo~ 

iXlg cond.itiens: 

(1) 'Zo,c entiro OXl'onso o~ cO'nstrncting tho e:t'Ozs1:ce;c, t¢-

gether With th& cost of.their maintenance thereafter in good a.nd 

. firet-elo.ss cendi t10n for the $~O s.nd convenient use of tho .. :puo11c,. 

Shall be· bor.na by e~plicant. 

{2.) Sa.1d· crose1.ngs shall be: censtX'Ucted of a. Width and,· 

type ef constl"llctiO'n to conform to. those portions of aa1d h1ghwa7 

now g~ed, vii th the top Of,re.ilS flush vJ1 til the. pavement, axl4.. wi ~ 
, . J 

gra.des of a.pp:roach net exceeding one (l) per cent; sh:::.ll be ' 



protected b,- sui tabJ.e: crossing signa. snd. ~e.ll. in eve~ wl).y beme.de 

safe 'for the ptl.S8agc thcrcove:o of vehicles and. othor road trs:ef10.: 

(3) No engine. motor or car Shall be operated over ee1~ cr03&-

1:o.g of the spur to serve the. E:msco Steel Products Compa.ny Without f1-~ 

haVing been brought to eo stop and unl&ss traffic on the. h1ghws.~ be- :pro-
f 

tected by a member of the train creVl.' or other oompetoo:.t employee a.ct1llg: 

s.a flagman. 

(4) zais authorization is given up¢n the express condition 

that the pozom.s$1on granted for the cone.tnotion of the tra.ak to eerve 

the- Z:t:lZco ~eel Products. CompflllY 1~ te:t:nl'ora,ry and that sAid c:ro1Zle1Ilg 
• I '" 

:::hall oeo abo11she-d. 'o:oon the construction of So t:rs.ok vto.1eh will" co:c:to:rm ... 
to s. plan of industrial. tra.ck development tha.t mA'Y herea:tter 'be adopted 

for the ind.ustrial track $e%'Vioe for that terri toX7 between Slauson 

Avenue- And Florence Avenue west of Alameda. street. 

(5) Applicant shall.. ·within thirtY' (30) dtl7S theres.:f'tor~ : . 
:lot:tfy this Commission. in wr1till8, "~f tho completion 0:= the instsJ.

lation o~ ea.1d crossiDgs." 

(6) Zhe authorization herein gl"~ted for the inetsllat10n o~ 

said crosSings: Will lap$~" and. become void one yee:r from the d.a.~.e:. ~:r 

this order UIlleas :ta.rthoX"·tin:e :i.e: grented by eubec:q.uent ord.or~.'> .. : . " " 

(7) The Commission reserves the right to"lnako su'Oh :fUrther 

.... 

':''. 

'ord.ers relativE) to the lO'ea.tion, oOllZtra.otion, o:poration. me.1ntena.llCG' 
,.-, .' 

and. "Ol"o"liection of $aid crossitlgs '8$ to it may seem right and. ':9roper 
... ,J , 

'j. . . 

and to revoke- 1 t$ pe:rmisslon i!. 1xL i ts judgmGn~. the public conven-

ience ~d necessity d.emand such actio~ 
" 

This: ord.er ab.sJ.'l bocome effect1 ye . three (Z) days a.:tt.er the 

making thereof' •. 

Dated at San Franc13co, Celi!orn1a, this 
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