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DeoLsion Noe /2 76 % N
EEPORE THE RAYIROAD CCLOISSION OF TEE STAT

=000~

In the matter of the application of

Southern Pacific Company for an oxrder ‘

authorizirg the construction of & spur Applicetion No. 9357
track across Alameda Street, in the vici- .

nity of Florence, Loz ﬁ.ne;elea Conntye.

In the metter of Tthe ayplication of

Southern Pacific Company for an oxrdex

suthorizing the construction at grade of Application No. 9377
& spur track across Alameds Street in

the City of Vernon, COunty of Los

Angolote

I the nmatter of the ap'olica.tion of

Southern Pacific Company for an order

gathorizing the conatmction at grade. : A
of a spur track crossing ;.lamed‘.... Street Application No. 9392
in the cities of Vernon and Loc Angeles ‘ o
Ios Angeles County. , -

Te We Mielker end. Prank Korr, Loxr applicante.

ROT W Dowa.» for Board of Supervisors ot IaOo “a.z'xe;e.'z.ew
Coxmty.

E. 2. Pomeroy, for Los Angeles Cou.nuy Regiona.l }'.’la.n-
ving Commission.

David R. Faries, for !m‘comobile club of Southern
Califomi&.

Fred 2. Gregson, representing the Loz Angeles: Cha.m’oem-
of Commerce and the Aszoclated .To'bbers of Loz J;:agelea.

By THE COMMISSION:

OPINION

In the above entitled applications Sowthern Pacific Com-

peny seks permission to construct three indnstrial‘ spur t:a.cl:é" 8t
grede across Ailameds. Streev between the Ci’cy. of Tos A.ngeles and I.ov
Lngeles Earbor. '




A pubdlic hearing wes held on these applications in Tos
Angeles before Examiner Williems October.26, 1923 at wﬁiéh time 1t
was stiyu.la.ted. .fhat the three spplications should be ‘cons olidsated
for hee.ring and decision. |

Irn Application Xo. 9357 applicent acks suthority to con=-
strret o spur track ot grade a.cross Aleneda Street, sometimes .fmown' ‘
ss the Ea:?bor Truck Boulevard, at a pbint in the unincorporaté{i PO -
tion of the Comnty of Tos A_ngeles spproximetoly one-fourth mile.
north of Florence Avenue: neeYx Lyfoxrt Avenue vfor 'i:b.e pu.z'posé of giving
industrial track .service o E‘msco’ Steel Froducts Cc;mpa.ny.‘

In Lpplicatioh No. 9392, spplicent asks permicsion to com-

struct o °-6ur track a.t gradé 2CY0SS .A:Lamed:a. S“creet partiy in 'bhe
City of Ternon a.ml partly in the City of Loc A.ngelee at o point

~ about one thousa.n@ .;.eet norta of Slsmson Avenue :Eor the purpow o:e :
gorving the ALlloy S‘ceel and Motals Company.

In Applica.tion No. 9377, a.pnlica.nt asks permission to con-
s‘amét & spur treck at grade across that portion of Alameda. Street
in the City oZf Vernom approxima.tely two thousand foet north of Slau~
son Avenze %o zexve the Klinteh Latk Corporstion.  slsmoda Street,
in the vicinity of the two last mentioned crossings, 13 logally de—
dicaved but not as yeu open for travol. |

L11 of these cpur iracks lesd from the Southern Pacific
- Sex Pedro ‘omnoh wmch in ‘chﬂ.., vicinity runs norts and south end ic
para.llelec‘c on 1ts westerly ..ido °7 Alame&a Stroet, an ox‘consion o2
..he Llameds Street in the City of Ios Angeled. _J.a.meda. ..,‘t:roe‘b is
*cn.e location of the socelled Earbor Truock Bowlevard which ha.s: been '
peved by the Cou.nty of oS A.ngelec Zrom tho sountherly 1imi‘bs of[the
City of Tornon at Sleuson Avomae with on eight inch refnforced <|:on- =
crote pavement and twenty--fou: feot 1n w.i.dth on gn oigat inch 'bs,so
of &isintegrated gra.nite. ’.Ehe porpose o2 tnﬁ.ﬂ Aie;h gmd;o ;pa.vement
was to provi&e ar adeguate 'chrough bighway for tae use of motor

-2 -




Trucks houling moterials votween Los ingeles city and Los ingeles
Zarbor. On thav portion of th 1 mruc& Bouaeva*a whicn hes beoxn -
opened for vralfic south of flamson Lvenue & treflic cencus shows
& normel movement of approximately twelve thoussnd vehicles & &dy.
AV The present time thal portion of this boulevard be-
tween Sleuson Lverme ond Yhe Haxbor is remarﬁably free from grade
crossings and 11 ondition is in merked conuraeu to The condit;on
2long alazedse Btréet north of the Civty of Vernqn waoere the zdjocent
territory hos beexn intensively develomed industrialiy cnd soux
tracLs are .n?mer@as. In vhe City of Vernon iteelf, the territory
céfacent to ilame&a Street which has not vot been opexred to trafllc
kas deen developing Industrially and “here aonears to he no qtesmich
taet o1l of tke territory lying oGjscent %0 %io San Pedro Bronch of
tro Soutier Pacific emd Truck Bowleverd i in the pefh of normel
stricl growtk. The thon‘confronting'the'Commis:ion'at
nie time ig wWeether the Truck Boulevard,is to vo retained for a
through high speed artery of wenpiculer treffic ‘witn 4%s efficienéy
end safoty wanimpaired oy mnltiplici vy of spur track cro inga at
gredo or wacther 1% shell be allowed %0 become s locol inauatrial
gtreet suitodle only for slow traffic ond largely congezted witn
locel trein movements incident 4o the industrial ectivity immedi-
stely cdjeconb. Tac recoxd saows an wndisputed ostimite thet)
wnless restrictions ard impozed, there will probabdly ve £ demend
vimately Lor goproximatoly 4wo hundred such . cpunr tfack X oesingte
It iz apperent that with the construction of oven.i‘substanxial‘
portion o2 two huxndred track crossings in the eleven miles between
Sleuson ivenue and the'Earb6r district the purpose for which the,
Herbor Boulevard wes conceived an& conntructod will have veen very
largely defeateda

It is contended thet the conversion of Truck Zoulevard

1nto a slow speed Lindwsitrisl street Lis o propor development and




use Zor the Truck Boulevard and thel a through high epeed traffic

artery between Lot Angelos City and Zos Lngeles Earbor shouldifi*be
provided at & location not aljacent to the ra.ilroad. Eoweve  The
condition mmst be faced t'na.t there ig at prasent no othexr through
tra.fﬁ.c crtery dvuilt which will mpply the very urgent need moh
e:ds’o £or the accommodation of this tb.rough tra.fﬁc. Pending the
“ime that the locel city and county suthorities decide taat this
highway should de surrendered primexily to the use of local ind.us-
tries, we oxe of the opinion that this Commission has a ree;ooneibi-
lity 1o protecting the .,a.fe ard’ conve.nient unse of this hi.g;nway :L’o:r :
througk traffic by res‘bricting the comstruction of g,-mde crossinga
s faxr a8 it may rea.sona‘bly ao s80. On the other hand, we &o not
be'.‘.ieve that The district south of Slausor Avexrmue and west o.f.‘ 'tha
rruck Boulevaxd should be pormenently denied ind.mtrio.l tre.ck
cexrvicla . :

The very fact that 1t is located adlacent %o bé‘ah 2 rofll-
roel and & well improved. highway between the mctropoli‘can center of |
the City o Tos A.ngeleo* and the harbor of I.os .‘mgolee. g:.vos thia
territory & peculisr value for industrial nmo.,e The proper sol~
u't:ion Lor the preaent wonld anpea:c to be neither 'hhe comnlete o:z:-
clusion of industrial trackage *’rom tn.ie temtory 00T ‘che p::omia-
cuous instellation of spur tracls;. across s the highwey at any pgint
.,ea.ected. DY 2oy n*iv&te interest, 'bu'b that o d,eﬂnite plaﬁ-of"' do-
velopment shovld be worked out vmereby the gracle: c:r:oss ings will be

ednced 'to a mﬁ.nimm and yet allow without unre“aonable re’-‘*triction C,

the ﬁ.ndusa:io.l grovrth of the dis'cr:r.ct. We are of the opirion 'tha.t
a pla.n could be d.eveloped whereby suck $ndustriel develoymen‘t wou.ld
not de uxxduly restricted such & plen 'bes.ng bazed on the provisior.
of not more than two grade drosaing.. ovexr the Bov.leva.rd. betwew‘ :
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Slauzon averue and Florence avemue. We zre now of the opinloxn thet
in gerersl vrack crossings should not be comstructed at more Zrequent
intervale in the territory south ¢f Florence ivenue. '
Z1though it does mot appesr thst the locetion of the pro-
vosed zpur VO Serve the “"ﬂco 3teel Producte Compsny would nrooably
cross toe Bowleverd in sucn 2 location az %o most readily fit in vita
tho Tuture industrisl Gevelopment of the adjacent nroperty witncuz
edditionsl g:a@e cTos u;nga wo are oOf the opinion that pending the
adoption of o definite plan of development appl;cant should be given
temporary ou ~nority to comstruct the crossing in the location anplied
for, with the distinet undersuanding that this crossing snall he:
aboiisﬁedvin_favor of amothex ¢rossing whick will sorve the entire
territory when o sul able plan hes been worked out. ?an&ing the
dovelopmernt of 4uc“‘a nlan edlacent property holderu acoirimg oyu&
track service should be inforzed by 420 app;icanu of une necCessivy
of o axrenging thelr facilities 8@ To bo oble 0 taXe oither teme
porsyy service Lrox the track serving the Zmsco ITe oL fro&ucﬁﬁ
Compory or permanen t uervice from 2 track constructed along-a *inal-
1y uuopted pl hal of industrisl track deveIOoment phig vhe adjacenx
property holdexs do notv see. £i% to tang coone*ate Loz tne protecyd 63
of the_gen@ral prolic interest on the highway it woul& ‘appear proper ‘

tnat they withlold their property from industrial deve_opmenx antil

such time 28 cmother tarough highwey iz construcied betwoen the ¢ivy

cad herbor ot which tinme Llamcd Street will prodably bde furrendered
to & more inuen,ive industrial’ devclonmonx end local truffic uzes
Tals é_pl;cation should be granted temporarily ~ub*ect o ce*tain
conditionse

Az To the ,nplicauionv for the Two spur traca ‘crose thet
portion of ilemeds Sireet north of Slauson Lvemue, we L£ind that the

propoced spurs are not vo e Puilt zeross an eziuting vraffic artexy

but serozs o dodlcatod ”“reet walch hae not yct beer omened o puol¢c




travel. Llthough ilemeda Street will unquestionably'bo onened
roxta of Sluuson Lverus through the City of Vernon and'the City

of Lbs Angeles,‘it appeers from the recora.that there 1s 1o Zer-
ious objection to the construction of the two spur track cr&ssings
covered by ApplicatiomsXo. 9357 and 9392, respogtiveif,'and%hax

iv £z not regsorable nor »racticable to avoid these gralde c;éssings,
;acéa two applications, “herefore, chould bo granted, howo#%x, it
shoui& be pointed out tThat here alse the publilc interest w;di&
probably be best served by the developzment of o gemeral piﬁﬁ which
would minimize %the number o7 grade crossings scroess this porﬁion

of iLlamede Stzeet.

'0ORDER

Southern Pacific Company hoving made application?for tac

construction of three epur tracks scross ilameda Stroet in the

cities of Vexrnon snd Lot ingeles smd 4in the Cownty of Zos ingeles,
pxolic nooring having been held on the above entitled prpceediﬁga,
therommisaion being apprised of the Lactse, the mattor being under

submiczion and xecoady Lor decislon,

M TS TSETEY CRDEXED, that the permiscion be and it iz
horeby graﬁmea Soutrorn Peeiflic Company tolconstruct teree spur
Sracks at grsderacroés Jlemels Street, sometimes kmown at Iruck
zoulevard, in the locations described os follome:

2iret ‘
Begiming &b o yolint on tac oacterly linec of Llo~
peto Street (40.00 feet wide) which point is 294 Loel,
more or lozs, soutnerly Zrom.tho intersection of the . .
gedid cacterly Line of ilameds Street and Yhe sowinerly
Tine of LyTfort Street, produced welterly, nmessurod ralong
“ne cacherly linme of ilameda Strect; thence souvawest— | -
erly =long & curved lineo concave 40 *he rigav, Zoving o
roding of 286.84 feot, 90 feeb, more or lezg, VO o voint
on tne wecterly line of ilomede Streot whlch iz 77T foet,

)
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more or lecg, southerly from the intersection of -
seid wes te::ly line of ileweds Street ond the south-
erly line of Lyfort Street, produced westerly,
meaeurea along the wes terly line of Llameda Streets

Sacondo

Seginning st & point on the eaeterly line of
Llomeda Street, waleh 1s also the westerly right of
way line of Southern Pacific Company, whick point
neasured along said line Iz 112 -feet, more or less,
southerly from the North line of 53:6. Street produced;
thence noxthwestorly &long & curve line, concave to
the lef%t, with a radiune of 239.17 feet, & distaxce of
58 feet, more ox less, %o a point on the west “boundary
line of the City of Vernon, vhich point, messured slong
said line igs 60 feet, more or less, southerly from the .
intersecvion with the Forth line of 53r& Street produc’ed.

Third. ' '

. Zegirning at a point in the westerly rs.gm: of way
line of the Southern Pacific Reilroad Company’s

- Pedro Zranch, segid point being located at a diotance oL
566.78 feet measmred southerly slong said right of way
line its intexsection with the center line of 55tk
...treer‘c prolorgated ossterly; thence nortawesterly along
& ourve concave to the left, having & radius of 449.61

- Yeet, & distance of 54.10 feet £0 & point in the voundexy
line between the City of Vernon and *t:he City of Lov ‘
M&elﬁ‘m’ »

Beginning at & point in the bounde.ry line botween
the ity of lLos Angeles and the City of Vernon, seid
point being loceted at & distance of 51l2.68. foot moa~ .
‘sured southerly 8long. ssid bowndary line from its dinter=
section with tiae center line of 55th Street prolongated

eastexrly: thence northwesterly 125.00 feet, more or less,
to & point Iin the westerly proposed lize o:? Alameds
Street, sald point being located distant £00.00 feet more
or leso messured. Southerly a.‘J.ong tho proposed wegterly
1ine of iLlameda Street fxom its intersection with the zald
conter lLine of 55%h Street, prolonga.‘bed aa...terly.

A1l of the cbove ag shown by the map a.tt\.ched to Applic_-
tions Nos. 9357, 9377 snd 9392, respoctively, subfect To xha follow—
. ing conciitiona:

(1) The entire oxpense of consfmcting *he crozsings, to-

| gether with the cost of their meintensuce thereafter in good and
'first-claé@ condition for the sefc and convenlent use of the . public,
...b.a.ll be 'borne 'by epplicante. . |
(z) Seid erossings shall be constructed of o width axd  '”
type (4 comtmc*ion 4o conforn to taose portions of said highway

now gra.ded with tne top of rail.., flu.sh with the pa.vement and wi’th

" grades of approack not exceeding one (1) per cent; shs.ll ‘oe‘-
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protected by suiteble crossing signs, and shall iﬁ .every’ way bé mede
sefe for the passage theréove: of voehicles and othér r08d traffic.
(3) Xo engine, motor or car zhell be operated over said ¢ross-
Ing of the spur to Sexve the Emsco Steel Products v(:ompa.ny without firet
having been brought %o & stop end valess traffic on the highwsy be pro-;

tocted oy & member of the train crew or other competont omployee acting

as flagmen.

(4) Tais suthorization is given upon the express cordition
that the pomi.,..d.on grented Lor the con.,tru.o tion of the track to ﬂerve
the Zmzco Steel Producta Compeny 4z temporary and that said c*cs*ing
zhall de abolﬂ..,hed. npon “he construction of & track vhich wi.l'.!. coniorm
to & pla.n of ipdustrisl track development that may hemaiter be a.d.o:pted
for *the Indus trial track service for that territory be‘aween S:La.uson
avenue a.n& Tlorence Lvemue wost of Llamede Streot.

( 5) Applicaent shall, within thirty (20} d.ays thereaitor.,
notify this Commi sion, in writing, o-’ tho comble‘cion oL ‘che imtel-
lation of sald ¢roscingSe

(6) The authonzation hex-ein gram:ed for the inetalla’cion of
seld cros “i:nga Will la.p"n- a,nd ‘become void one year from the da.‘te o:r
this order unless :t’arther time ig granted by ﬂubseq_u.ent order. o -

(7) The Commi.,sion regerves the right to meke suwok further
‘oro.er'-'* relative 0 the '.Loca.ti.on, construction, oyera‘cion, ma.intena.me
ané nro section of sald cro.,singo az to0 it may seem right and propexr |
and to revoke 1its permismon 1f£, in its Judgment, the public conven—
fence snd necessity dem& such actiona '

mhiz order ghell become effective three (3) days after the
making 'choroof;_ |

Dated at Sen Francisco, Colifornia, this 13/ ' clay_, of

Decenber, 1923.




