
Decision No-. /.:1 fir. ' 
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ESFO:S THE PJ:..mOAl) COMMISSIO' OF ~' ~k~ OF" CALIFOmll 

-000-

} 
j 
) 

In the- matter of" the s.:ppliea. tiOD. o~ 
the Oit:r, of Calipatria., CO'lltl.t~ 0-: -
Imp&r1s.l:, State o''! California. for 
permisSion to'eone~ruet a street 
cro$eil::g. over the S'outhem:ee.ci:f1¢-
Rs.1lro~-C'Om,s.nyfs. right of ws.~ w.1. thin 
the corporate 11Ioits. of s~d C1t~ of 

) Application No. 9096. , 
} 
) 
) 

Calip&tri~.' ' ) 

In the, mtter of the &l'Plica.tion of·the ) 
Count~ of Imperia.l~- S'te.tec>f Calitorma, ) 
for' pen:lission to' co·nstructs., ra.1lro:u1 ) 
C%'oss1:og over' the- Southern -I'a.eif1c :ae.U";" } 
roa.d ~tlpe.DYfs. right, o'f we:y :lot the: '.'point ) 
whe:r:e,the.t. portion of:~ort1l street ly:1.Ilg ), App11cSotion 1:0. 9~94~ 
wi th1nthe cOUnty of' Impe~ie.l and.: d:tr&e't- ) 
lytlorth of the, no,rthe:rn 1:·o1md.o.17 of the: ) 
City of Cal1pe.trla'intersG'cts·w1,tl:, and ) , 
crosses over the ngh-t of Vle.y of the ) 
SOuthern ',:E'eeifie :::ta:i.lroe.d. CompSJ:lY., ) 

E. W.E:eald.; Cit7 "tto:ney of the City o-! Ca.lipatria. 
for the City of Calipatria 1ltJ~ Co'l.lllty of Imperial. ' 

:5'. W.l.i1elke, for Southam J?s.cifio 'Co~. 
" ' 

,,?:!~:sE, COMMISSION: 

OPINION 
-~...,~~-,...... 

l 

,'" 

~~ ebove entitled matters- ar& $p~licatione ~b7~ the 

Board. of Tru.s.-te'es o:tthe 01 ty ~.,! Cslipe.tria~ Co-anty of' Impe:d~ 

and t:b.e:Board of, Supervisors ~f the- COttrlty of Im:pe:r1a.l" State o:t, 

California. for permission to eonstl"llct c. 'publiestroet, known'~, 

North: Street.. a.t g:r:ad.e-~c%'oss the tra.cks o'fSouthern Pa.cifio Com-
',--' " .. " " '," '- ,', ' , "-' 

'pe:rr;r. ,~& oenter'li,~e"of'Nort?- Street marks th~ n~rth bO~d.e.r7", 

, of the City oi'C:Uipa.trts.~ tho $ou.~h haJ.f ot' the stre-et be.irli 
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~der the ju:izdiotion of. the ~oord o! ~ruztce~ of t~e City o~ 

C:J.li:patri.s., -:r;hi10 the' :lorth h:;:lf is under the jurisdiction o~ the 

2oe.rd of Su!'ervisors of the Cou:::ty 0:': I=:per1c.l.: 

...... of t:' 
II .......... " 

it w~~ sti~ul~t0a that the two ~bOV0 entitled ap~licat1onz 'chould 

~orth street is ~ one hundred toot highway sradea ~d 

o:ten to travel ::uong the north bcuna.s.ry of", the City of Ce.li:pc.t:d.a, 

c.dista.:oce of O!lO e.nc, one -ho.lf ::liles, exool't, across, the right c'l: 

wa:y o! S~uthern Puc1fio Coml'c.:lY which s:lounts to four 1lund.red' fe-et 
I 

south of tho center line a~3. two Aundr,ed teet north. thor0:of t:.S, 

the City o~ Cali~~tric ,~a two hundred ~eet north thereo! in !=-

pcr-le.l Cou:c.ty. 
~he C1 ty ~f Cal1ps:'cria has o.t present but one :publiC 

c:rocz1ng OV0r t:c.e rc.1lroa.d this boins :lot llo-in Stroot, l,ocated 

lie croesins O!l t~e ~orth of tho one ~sked for herein is loe~ted 

s.t~stcllo, a distc.nCG of :1Wro;:;i:QS. tely four ~:tlee:. 

~i:le stock yc.rd.s of the ?.a.ilroa.d are constructed'west of 
,. 

t:o.e t:-o.cks c.nd 1m:ledin.tely'sou.th o~ tlle center line of No:rthS~ro0t 

extend.ed.. ~he :reeo=de choVis that r:4l-:x:J thousands cattle and hogs. 

are :=-:a.i:p:pe4 from C~lipa.t::1.e. eachyeD.r o.nd. 'becauze t:b.e~e is no pub-

lic crossing :in the vi.cini ty o~ the stock yard.e it is the 3):rs.ctico 

of the stocloen from the district east of. tilo ro.11roid to drlvo 

their h-erdeJ over therailroa.d. tre.ck~ at variou.s ,laces. 
both inco:::J.venie:o.t o.nd h:.z.o.rdous 'b'e'cD.uce in ::.ttemJ;>titlg to Ci.ri va 

c,crOZ$ tro.cks vtJl0're thoro aro< no cross1ngs stock are' A~rd. to I con~rol i 

~d 0.1'0 eometimes :::tCJ:lP~ded.. ~hose·ctockr:len d.o not coneid.or: it. 
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It ia eVid.ent t:!:lc..t the granting of this ap:plicc.tion 

Vlould. not only ".oe of COllve·nionce to tho otoe1o::lan using .tho. yo.rde. 

at Ce.li;pa.triD. "out al$O 'be a. 'benefit to the- P~ilroad. Comp:o.ny in 

that it would. afford ~ def'ini te crossing over tho; tracks nnd 

eliminate- the present ho.:z:a.rdous ,ractic~ ot c,ro,szing ;promis.cuously. 

It was aleo shown that the MB,1n S:treet. crozzing is now.· 

'be'ing :p3.ved. 3lld tha.t ae:a:vy machinery such a.c 1.:: use·d to constrnct 

end me1ntain the irrigetion ca~s in the vicinity of Calipatria 

will not be pomitted to :9tl.S$:~ovor the. p:l.vement Without first A8:V-

i:ng: lsicl· ;;. :ple.nl:e:ct l'oc.d.vmy. ~e proposed crossing a.t Nort".a 'street 

would offer a convenient :pe.:::e:age for this tYj?c of tratfie •. 

!!ain stree:t vfAich is ".;he only p7lblic cro:;cing over the. 

re.ilroacl in the City o~ Ca.lil's:tria. stpre:sent :passeeadj.e.ce::.t to 

the railroad zts:tion and'through the hem-t of the company's yard::. 

ing fre.q,uently iZ· blocked 'by tro.i::S. !t is. oVidont the:'.; a eros$.-

ing Zot ~ol"th Stroet Will not 'be a!t'ectO'd. by e~.;t3Jld.1ng t.re.1ns ~ 

much $oS ie tllc case; With !":a.in stroet. ~:aerefO'I'o, tlle granting of. • 

thil:: a:o'011~tion will b& of cOllvcn1cnco to trD.ffic "~o the north of ... 

tre.ci:s.. 

Southern ?a.ciiic Comp8~ op~oce·s the: gr811tln.g of this 

~:p:9l1cs.tion ana. contenclz, that public convenionce -tl.lld n(l'co:edoty do 

not wa.-ro.:lt the C'"Apense and. ilazo.m inciCi.ent to tbe conotruction 

of this crozsing at l~orlh Stroot. It wa.:: $hO~1ll -;hat the ?.a.111"oad 

rc:contly constructo,d a. hoe- co·rro.l a.t ".;his location in rO'cl'onz-e to 

an s:p:plication trom the ::;tockmen for a.ddi tional fa.cili ties. for 

h:'!l'lCUi:ogb.ogs. 'this corr:l.l tl1l::;t be movod in :tAO event tho :pro-

:pocee. crossi::.g 1s. constructed.. ;::he ~ilro c.d. ho.s: ~:>le . grou:d. 

"IiO re:e.rrc.:::.ze· i tss.tock corrc.ls. so 0.$ to vc.co.te th~t. 
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a.rea \mieh wo:tlJ.d. be: invclvod in the- 1ml':r<?,ve=~nt pro~osad :herei:l. 

Prom the evid.ence su"O:li tted. it ie' 'cle~r that "Oub11e , . ~ . 

convcmence and nocElcs-j, ty would. be 'boet servecl by the grant1t1g 

of this. s:pp11ca tion. As for the h~za.rd incident to the const:uc-. 
tioD. ot the ~:roposed cro,s$1:tJg we' arc: convinced that there would. "00-

less. ilo.z.a.rcl 0'£ accident With 0. public ero ssi:og as; app~.ied ~or tha.n 

wit".o. tb.e present pr~ct1ce of driving, etock promiscuously across 

the trc.cks of ~:a.e3e.ilro~<l in the Vicinity of the stock :rarde.. 

::jue to the fact tut tho: ViO\"f to the $Ot:.th ot the ",:r:o- . ... 
~oso-d. crossing will 1» oostl"Ucted by tho stock corrals .. and cars. 

standing on the s1di%Jgs and t:!1e tre.ins: at this :point trt1.vel $.t ~ 

:re.t:!ler ,high rate of speed, it s,l'l»al"$ that the installation of an 

e.utome:tic flagmen is justified at this pOint. 1i'Urt:b.ermore.. a.s . 

this crosSi:og will "oeused la.rgely ·oy stocbon l'ld'V'3.nce. notice- of 

~:p:proe.cil1ng train~ is ver;rvi toJ.. 

O:a:D~R 
--~- ...... 

Public hearing hsv1ng 'boen hold. in the above entitled. 

al'plic:l.tions, the COn=.i:;;z;1on being o.pprised of tile. fe.ct&, tA& ma.t-
, . 

tar be-ing und.or ~b::liszion c.nd. ready for decision~ 

IT IS HE...":\E'BY ORDE;---S:O; that :pal'm1cs.ion bG aJlQ. it is !lere-

by granted. the :3Oa.rd of Tru.S.tG.&3 of thG City o~CeJ.i~e.t:r1e and the 

:Sou," of SU~erviso:rs of tho CO'Ollty of !:nPEll'1a.l" sto:tc of Cal.1fomi8." 

to jointly construct Nortj:), Street at grc.do· aoross tha~ra.cks of 

Southern ?ac1:f1c Co::.:p~, :loS :h~wn bY' ~p$: atta.ched to the .a.ppl1-
• ·d 

cations;; sa.id cro$s1tlg to be constructed subject· to the folloW1~ 
.' 

conditions, viz: 

(1) ~0 entire. expanse 0:£ constructing the crossil:g shall 

be- borne one-helf by the City of Calipatria' a.nd one-hal! by the 

Cou:o.ty of II:lperie.l. ~e cost of maintenenc& o! tho eoutherly half 

of. said" cros~:cg sllui be borne. by theC1 ty of CaJ.1pa.tria up . to 

l:t.nes two (2) ~~et outsid.e of the outsid.e rails and. the co:?:t o~ 
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ma1ntonance of the northerly hal~ o~ said crozeing up to 

lines two '2) teet outsid.e of the. outt.=::ide railc eD.all be 

'borne by tho COUllty 'of Imporial. The m::Unte~ee o:t'tha.t 

portion of the crozsi:ag between lines two (2) ~eet o'tltd.d.e 

of t".c.e oute1de rails s:hall bO' borne bY' Southern 'Pacific CO?lpsny. 

(2) ~e cros~1tlg Sb.aJ.l be constructed. of a Width·not 

less than twenty-four. (24) feet and at a.II. angle of, ninoty (90) 

degree$ to the railroa,cl and With grad:es of' D.:pp:oe.ehnot gl'es.t~ 

than tour (4) per c,ent flhall beprotectee. by suitable crosf,dDg . " 

sign and sha.ll in, ever;; vm'1 be mad.e safe for the ;passage thore-

over of vehicles e.nd other road: traffiC. 
(3) An s,utoma.t1c :f'J.agtO"\%l shcJ.l 'be 1nata.lled :tor the 

protection of S3.1d.croseing at the, ~ense of o.pplioants. Znch, 

applicant ehaJ.l bear ollo-haJ.:f' o~ said expense. Said tl~ to, 

be of s. type .e.nd 1nztalled. in a.coordance- With prans'ane. d.ata 

~ppro~odby the Commission. !h~ maintensnce of $aid.:fl~ 
) 

shall be 'borne 'by ,ssid. ~l:road. 

(4) ~PJ?lice.nts shaJ.l,. within thirty (30) days tb.O'r~

s.~er,. notify this Commission, in writing, of the comple~ion of 

the insta.lle.t1on of said' orozsiXlg. 

(5·} If .sa1d eroes:1tlg s.b.sll not he.ve been 1nzt$lled 

Wi thin one yea: from the. dato' of this, ord.er, the a.ut".a.ortze.tion 

.herein granted. shall the.n lapse s.nd. becom&void.~ UXlJ.esc~thor 

time is grante.d. bY' subseq,uent order. 
(6) ~e Cozmniss;1on reserves the right to make su.eb. 

f't7.rther orders reJ.a.ti va: to the loes.tion. CotlZtr1lct1on, operation" 

maint&XlSlloe' aDd. protection of said. crocsing a.s to it ':NJ.y seem: 

right .and: :proper e.nd to revoke.its pOrDnss:ion if, in its ~LUct~ 
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ment, the publiC cOIl'V'emenca anC!. n0'oe~:n.ty de:msnd. suoh aotion. 

~i:.;:: order sj:,aJ.l 'become offective ten (10) daY's 

a~e:r the making thereo·f. 
:De.todst 'Sen Pranc1.ico, California., this. .'fI"1 de.y 

~e-t"!'!'!'~ .. ~, ~92t 

.. 

~~~. 
. ' 

commisslonc;rs • 

... 
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