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BEFORE THE RATLROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALTFORNIA

GEORGE P. WICKER, o
COmplaimt,

vs. Case No. 193%.

LAUREL CANYON LAND COMPANY,
:.;::I: ﬂ . ' ‘
"\U]@ ﬂfl [ ﬂ
| & ﬁ
Coxplainant, '

Defendant.
vs. 'Ca.se No. 1938.

JAUREL CANYON IAXND COMPANY,
Defendsnt.

Ce Jo MILLIRON,

Geoxrge E. P. Shaw, Zor C. J. Milliron.
Hazelott and Albee, by Willian Hazelett

and M. 4. Albee, for C. J. Milliron.
George P. Wicker, in propris persona.
Ired Mansur, Zor ILaurel Csnyoxn Laund Coxpsay.
X{lton Bryan, for City of Los Angeles. -

BY THS COMMISSION: .

CRPINIOXN

The sbove ontitled mstters are Xormsl complaints which
allege that insdequate service 13f fornished to conmsumers by tze
Laurel Canyon Iand Compsay, which operates a pubiic wtility serv-
ing some ninety consumers with water :an:' domestic PoILPOSOS in
Lenzol Cazyon ian the City of Los Angeles. |

4 puolic hesring in these mattors waa neld in Los

1.




dngeles before Exsuiner Satterwhivte, al virich time it was stip-
ulsted that the two proccediugs mignT be consolicated for hear-
ing and decision. |

The Laurel Canyon tract mvolyed in tuis proceeding
consists of upproximately 200 acres in the Lootzill rogion weich
has becz Snoaivided and developvd into s higz-class rosidential

© Gistrict. It is iocated sbout uine miles In 8 nortiwesterly die-

rectivz from tae cexmter of ke busiueas district of the City of
Los Angeles, to w.uch 1T 223 been recontiy wuuexXed.

The Deurel Canyon Lsnd Compeny Was orgszized sbout
1908, und 2as since ‘veeu engaged in the 'ous.;.ness ol sollisg rosal
estate and supplym., water Lor aomestic uge o parchusers 6... PTOP~-
erty in the suwbdivisioz. On Qetober o, 19235, the company 3till
ownsd 65 acres O Tae ociginal tract. The water plent, which conm
sigts or susilow wells, pumping equipment, storsge tanks snd &
distribution system, was constracted primarily to aid in the ssle

of resal estate. The water supply is obtained close to the sﬁ:fa.co

of the gromnd, aznd is dependont very largely upon the rainfall
which occnrs esack year.

The evidence shows thet there hsas been -4 gra.dnal in-
crease in the mumber of consumers supplied by the system during
the past three years, and that notwithstanding thoe fLact ﬁhat 80-
fendant has msde an effort to increase its water STPPLY DY the
construction of new wells, 'there hes beon & shortae;e in the moum:
of wa:ter furnished to consmners durizg the summer mom:he.

Mr. P, C. Pinkle, s consulting eng‘meer, teatifiod in
bekalf of C. J. mm:on, one of the complainants herein., t‘o‘ the
effect that dofendant could materially increase its water supply .

by the construction of ax impervious wall to bedrock scross the

canyon in the vicinity of its main punping station. No estimate.




of the cost of the proposed improvement wes presented, sod it
appears that mo investigation has beon made to determine the
distance Zrom the stresm ded to béd.roclr. or of the character of
the material benesth the surface. The supply which could de msde
available by the suggested cut-off wall was estimated by Mr. Fin~
le to be from 12,000 to 15,000 gallons por day during years Iin
which the precipitation was similar to that which ocourred in
1923, | o

The Engineering Departwent of the Boasxd of Public Ttil-
ities of the City of Los Angoles pas rendered vital and msterial
assistance in this matter by fuwrnishing the Commission Witk a
gpecisl report on the water supply prodlems of Taurel Cawbﬁ.
This report states that the city mains near the district have a
snrplps of water now availsble, which, with the C;ompany"é water
rosources, is amply sufficlent for the present needs and. the rogs-
onable future demands of tke consmers of Laurel Cawéﬁ. Teand Com-
pany; and thet the Municipal Water Burean ot I.o's"‘ ingeles i will-
ing and will permit the company to imstall & 2 Inch connection

with the cn‘.ty wgter main in the vicinity of Laurel Canyon ‘Roa.d.

and Sunset Boulevard. The defendent herein will be sllowed to
purchase sxy sueh surplus wster svailsble st thst location pro-
vided the Water Buresn be not comsidered Dowsd to deliver a £ix-
- od or specified amount of wator, or be kheld liable .or a.céoun;tablo
for sny Gamsge or inconvenience caused by possible shortage or
failure of its supply, sné provided further that the Leurel Can~
yon Tand Compsny shell Gerive no profit Zrom the resale of water
80 obtained.
Concerning the purchase of water Lrom the City of Loz ,

dngeles tb.o; report further éta.tes: |




"Mhis tho Engineoring Department of this
Board feels is the most practical temporary
solution for tais problem, and further, the
Board 18 of the opinion that there can te no
pormanent solution for this prodlem uxtil the
City of Los Angeles incorporstes Laurel Canyon
into & municipal water district snd supplies
it witk water from the mumicipel mains direct.

Totil thet time, however, sny plan that will
afford sdequate relief at the least possgible

cogt to both the rste ;payers and the compsny

is the one most d.esired..

The reco’rd.s of the Water Bureaw of the City of Los

Angeles show that cluri_ng tkhe months of July, August and Septem-~

ber, 1923, there was & monthly &verege of spproxinately 3,627,000

gellons of water syaileble for delivery to Lourel Canyon Land Com- -

© pany had there been at that time & comnection Witk .the city water
main.

mer & careful comsideratior of the evidence submitted
it sppesxs that the most practicable method for incressing the

T L

supply of water Lor delivery To consumers of this wtility, umtil
such time ss the district is supplied by the City of Los Angeles,
will be for the utility %o ixnstall a commection with the city
naing a8 suggested by the Enginsering Depdrment of the Board of

Public Ttilitles. TUkile it mey de possible that the utility csn

incresse 1ts water supply to0 a limited extent by further develope

ment in the vicinity, either by the sinking of sdditfonsl wells
or the comstruction of =u imperviors wall iz Laurel Cenyon, it

18 by 2o mesns cortsin that such procedmre wowld result in sn &d-

ditional supply of water equal to that which could be accuxod.

from the City of J‘.oez dngeles.

Defendant contends that seversl consmmers located om

the lower éervice levels and having large and extonsive grounds |
laid out In lawns, gardens, a:o.d.‘ orrnsmentsl shrubbery, have nsed

suck excessive smounts of water thet the consumers 1iving oxn the




higher elevations ha.ire thereby been deprived of arn aldequale sup-
PiT However, 1% sppears from the ovidence tba.t the Leurel Can-
yon I.a:nd. Company. promoted and d.eveloped this tract of land a8 a
higk class residentisl district and sold a por‘t.x.on of the land
in large plots Lox the Purpose of provid.ing au.itable and desirable
surrowndings Iox beantﬁ.m and permanent homes. Under suck oir-
cmmetances it would sppear inequitsble for this ssme compsuy whose
efforts were directly responsible for the existence of such condi~
tions, to contend that the 3mme large lawns and extensive gardens
‘snd grounds should mow be deprived of sufficlent water for thelir
proper upkeep and maintenance. Purthermore, had these large home
aites deexn sold 83 regu.lation ci"y lots, the grea.ter number oL
consumers theredy resulting would have croatod. as great or perhaps
& grester demand Xor water than existe wader prosent condi‘tions.
It i3 gpparent that this utili.ty cannot suppl}y water
to a.adit:.ons.l consumers withont injuriously affecting the suyply
of those convumers who have heretofore bdeen supplied by wo sys~
tem. The teking on of additiozal consumor.,, therefoxeo, wi;!.l. ve
expressly forbidden n:;til such time as an additiomal and sdequate
source of supply be obtained DdY +he deferndant hearein.

ORDER

Complaints having been made as ontitled sbove against
the Teurel Canyon Dsnd Company, elleging imadequecy of water
service rurnished by that u.‘t:iii‘c;y' to its "consmers, a public hesr-
ing having been held thereon, the matter haviﬁg' veen. sabmfmod.,
and the Commission veing mow Zully informed in the premises,

T4t Is Hereby Found a3 s Fact that the present water sup~

ply of the Laurel Csuyon Land Compaxy is insdequate to provide




properly for the reasonable requirements of its oomsumers; snd
basing the order on the foregoing finding of fLact and the state~
ments of faot contalned in the opinion wh;éh yrecedes this order,

I? IS EEREBY ORDERED that Ieurel Canyon Lend Compeny
be exd 1T is horedy directed to file with this Commission within
thirty (%0) daye féom the &ame'or this order, for its approval
Plens for increasing ite proesent water supply, 3uch'plan3 to make
provision Zor the acquisition.within a reasonable timb of & sup-
Ply of watexr adéquate Lor the reasonsble raquiremdnts of its con-
sumers. | |

IT IS EEREBY FURTEER ORDERED that upon receiving ap-
proval by this Commission of the plexns submitted, Lemrel cSnydn
Land Company shall proceed with due diligence To fustall the ime
provements so authorized snd uwpon completidn.thereof'shall 30 N0=-
$4fy this Commissicn.

Ir IS EEREBY FURTEER ORDERED thet Leurel Canyon Land
Company be and it is hereby &1re¢ted 7o make-no.connections to

its meins sma pipe lines to supply additiomal consumers, umtil
further order oi this Commission.

| Dated st San Prancisco, Celifornis, this t:ajé: day
of ;2°6LuJ»4quh .

1924.
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Commissioners.




