
GEORGE P. WICKER" ) 
C01llpls.:J%X8.Il:t" ) 

) 
"V'S. ) cas& !Vo. J.9'Z>'1. 

) 
) 
) 

)) U'd u@ffWl/Ai 
c. J. MII.LIRON, ) 

Complainant. ) 
) 

va.. ) Case lio. 1938. 
) 

Uu:aEJj CA:NYON LAND Ccu:P.AEY" ) 
j)e!ends.nt. ) 

Georg& :s:. p~ Shaw, xo%' C'. J. Milliron. 
Ra.zel.ett and. Albee" br W1111sm E:a.zelet't 

and,M. A. Albea, for C. J. )MJ11ron. 
George P. Wicker" in propria. persona •. 
~red. JJausur" tor Laurel C8J::qon.. La:ad Comb'=Y. 
m.:I.ton Bryan, £or C1t3' o~ Los· .A%lgeles. 

J5'I TBE COJOOSSIO)I': , 

OPlliIO:U ,..-- ... ~ ...... -
The above ent1 tJ.ed. matters are tormDl. COJnl)J.a1nts wlnch 

allege that 1n&a.equa.te service is fun:t1s11ed. to eonsumerz by ~e 

Laurel ~on :r.snd. 'Comp~ "w"A1eJl operates. a ptl0l1ct1.t11.1-e,- serT-

1:z:lg soma :z:t1%l:ety co:a..e.umer3 Wi'ttl water :ear domestic purposes 1n 

Ls.t'l.rel Cs:z:t.1on in the City ,0"£ Loa AngeJ..~3" 

A pu"o1.1e hesr1llg in these =tters was ::'elcl in Los. 
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.A.tlgeles before Exs.t.a1nf;}'r Sa.tteX'Wh1't:e. s.t v.itt.ieb. timo it wsz l3ti:p­

ul8.ted. that the two p:cocoed.it.Lgs m1~'C. ~ consol1Q.a.teci for hes.r­

ingsna decision. 

r.he Laurel ~on tr~t ~volved in ~A1S procee~~ 

eons~sts of approx1ma.tely 200 acree ill the .footA1ll region w"cl,ch 

has Ot,on su"uci.1 V1c!ecL Slld. developed. ~'eo ~ h1gA-c:la.ssres:i..a.entiSJ. 

(i.1strict. It is looated :s.oout nine miles 1n a no~we8terly. di-

roctiQ~ ~rom tAG center o~ '~e bU8ineas district o~ the C1ty o~ 

Los Angel~s~ to w~ch i~ ~ been recentlf ~exe~~ 
, 

~& Laurel ~on Lome. COlnPSJ:1Y was organ1zed a'bo~ 

1908. ~d :a..s.s since "oee.u. e:cgsgeii ill the bu.siness o:t e.ell1!lg re$l. 

_es-~te s.llQ. :3Upplying wAte:c :ror (l.omestic 1:S~ to DCU'chasers of prop­

erty in tD.e sa:ocU.rts1v,Xl:. On Ootob~:: o. 19~, the eolllPSllY s.till. 

ow:c.ed. 66 a¢re~ oZ t:c.t» o;c~6r.naJ. tract. 'l!h& wa,'.:;er plall-c, which oon-

8·ist::s oi sAall.ow walls, pmnp1l.'lg .equipment. storage tanks and. a. 

distr1but1on system.~ W's.s eonstruoted. pr1ma.rilJ to a.1d 1n 'the SSle 

o·f res.l estate. The .. water etr.PP~ is o-bta.1ned close to the S1l%':f'ace .' 

()f the g:rotznd" and ·is dependent very largely upon the ratn1'sll. 

wh1.eh 0 ceurs each. :leu. 

~e' eV1.denee shows the.t there has 'DeEm s. gre.dtta.l 1%1.­

el:'ease 1n the n=ber of consumers supp11ed b3' the SS"stem. dttr~ 

the :pSiSt three years, and t:bA t notwi tl::.sts.ud.1Dg tho ~aet thst de­

:fend.s.nt has made an effort to 1nerease 1ts 'water suppl.y' by the 

cOllstruction of new wells ~ there hss been a: sho:rtsge 1n the sm.omrt 

of water :fur.tl1Shed to consumers during the stzImller months. 

M:r. F. C. Finkle, .s.. consulting eng1Tleer~ test1:f1od 1n 

behalf of C. J. 'M'Ol.1l"on, one c£ the' compls.in&l.ts herein, to the 

ef~eet that defendant eoul~ mater1ally increase itsw&ter suPP17 

~ the construct10n 0-: an 1.m:perv1ous wall to bedrock aerOBe the 

esn:von in the Vie1nit.3' 01: 1ts ma.1n pmnp1ng sta.tion. No e-stims.te, 
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of the cost 01: the proposed improvement was presented., and l.t 

8.:p:pears that no 1nv&S'tiga.t1on h8.3 be~n made to determine the 

d13tsnce :rom the stresm bed to bedrock or' of tho c:l:t8.r8.cter of 

the material 'beneath the S"Ill:"!s.ee. The sUW'l:3 which coul.dbe made 

avs.11able by the suggested CtLt-o!:f" waJ.l. w&s est1ms.ted by l:r. F1n­

klo to 'be :from 12,,000 to '15,,000 gallons per 6..tq d'CZ.%1llg :roars 1n 

which the precip1 tat10n was e1m11s.r to th.s.t whioh occurred 1%2. 

1925. 

~e Eng1neer1l'lg Do:p~en t ,of thEr Board. of Ptlbl1c: Util­

ities 0:1: the City of Los Allgeles has rendered 'V'1tsl and mater1al. 

assistance: 1%2. this matter b:r fumishing the Commission With a. 

spec1al. report on the ws.tor s:a:r!PlY, problems. o:t Le.ttrel C8%l1O%l. 

~s report states that the city maiDs near tho district ~e & 

sUX'p'lus o:t water now ava.1lable, which. With the C:omp~"s water 

reso~rces. is e=pl1 suffioient ~or·the present needs snd the ress­

onAble future demand.s of tho eonstmo'rs of Laurol' Ctmyon ,Land COm-. ' 

psn:r; snd. 'thst tho l1tzn101pal Water :Bureau. o'! r,o.g Atlgoles is will-
, . 

ing s:a.d. will pem1t the c~s.ny to 1netslJ. e. 2 inch oonneCtion 

with the citY' water ma1.n 1:0. tho vioinity of Laur&l C8.nyon Road 

snd S'CnSet Boulevard. The. de:fendant herein Will. bo s.ll.owed to 

.pu:rehsse 8.'1JY such surplus wa.ter s.va1ls.bJ.e at that J.oes.t1ol:l pro­

Vided the Water :Bureau be not considered bO'al:l.d to de1.1ver a. ~1x-

, od or speo1fied. SlXtot::nt of water" or be hel~ llable or &eeomtablo 

for s:tJ:3" damage or inconven1enee caused by posSible- shortage or 

fa.11tU"e ,of its supply" and pro'V'14.ed. ftu"ther tha.t the Laurel.. ca:o.-
70n Land Compsny sh$l~ derive n~ profit fr~ the resale o~ W&ter 

so obts.1ned.. 

Co:c.oer.tl.1.ng the pureb&ae of water from the City of Loa . 
Jllgeles tho report fU%"'tll&r states: 
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"This tho El:lg1neo:r1l:lg Department of this 
Boardt:eele is the most prs.et~caJ. tempor~ 
solut10n :f:or tl11s problem, and. :tc.rtllor, ,the 
Bottrd 18 o:t the op1n1on that, there can "be no 
po:manent sol~1on for this probl~unt1~ the 
C1t,y of Los Angelestneo~orates Lanrelcanyon 
~to 8~e1pal w&ter district "and s~l1$S 
it With water :from' the :mtI%t101pal ms,1ns d,1reet. 
Until ths.t time. however, s:tJ'3' plan. that will 
af!o:ra adequate re11ef&t the ~esst possible 
eost "to 1>oth the rs.to p8.1erS and the comp~ 
is the one most des1red. w 

The rseords of the Water Bures:cr. o~ the City o:f :tos. 

Allgeles show th&t d:a.r1l:g the months of J'aJ:1, August and. Septem-

l:>er~ 1923, there ws,s, a. monthls' average o:! spprox1meo.tely 3,627,000 

gallons of: water s:ya11abJ.e. for d'.e11ve:t7 to I4urel c.en:on !and. Com­

ps:ny hs.d. th&re been at that time & eo:r:mection With. tb,& e1 t7 w.a.to-r 

Uter s. cB.%"e:frlJ. cons1dera.tion o~ the evidence submitted 

it SPPOELrS that' the most ;prs.et1Cs.bl~ method. for. inores.s~,the 
I 

sup:p~ of water :tor <ie11ver.r to COlllat:mers of this ut111ty"~ i=t11 

such time as the district is suppl1ed. b7 the Cit,' of Los .An8eJ.es, 

w1ll. be ='or the ut1J.1ty to 1nstal:L & eormeet.1on. With tho oity' 

m.s.1J:l.s as sttSgosted. bY' the El:lg1neer1:c.g Department o-r the :Board ~ 

Public Utilities. 'V1h11e 1 t mq 'be possible tb&t the utility cs:a. 

increase 1 ts water suppJs to a 11m1 tea extent bl" :turth.e%' 4e'V'el~ 

ment 1n the Vicinity, either 'by the S:1nJd%lg O:t' adUt£c.r.xsJ. well.a 
. , 

or the cO'1lStrUct1on o~ an 1mperv1oc.s wall 1n Ls:are1 C8J:l3'on, it 

is 'b,- no mesns certain th8.t such proeedtzre woulct result 1:0. an s.a;.. 

dit1onsJ. 3UPP~ o~ 1'1&ter equcJ. to that whioh co'ClCL be seoured 

from the C1t7 0-:' Loe J.ngeles. 

:)efe7ld.tJ:7.t e ontencis that sever8l. eonstrmers. J.oea.ted On 
the lower servioe ~ovels and hsV1:cg large and extenS:Lv& gr0ttnd.8 

~a1d out 1n l.l:twns ~ gardens, and ornsmentsl ehra.bbe:t7,. haTo used 

suell exeess1 ve smot:nts of ws.ter tllat the consumers l1V1Dg on the 
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h:1ghe~ elevs.t1.ons have thereb3' been dOl'rived. 0:= an a.d&qua.t& sup­

:p~. Jiow0ver 9 1 t appears ~om the eVidence th&t the Laurel 08n­

yon ~d Com~any,promoted and develo:pe~ tb1a tract o~l8nd as & 

h1gh clue resident1sl d.1atr1et a:c.d sold. e. portion o~. the land 

in l$%'ge plots :l:orthe :purpose of proV1d1Xlg suitable anc1 4.ee1rs.blo 

surrot:nd1DgS ::or 'beaut11:Ul s:nd. p0rms:a:en t homes.' 'Onder zueh o1r­

e~e8 it would. s.ppear 1%L&qu1ts.ble tor this ssme ¢om:P~ whose 

efforts were direotlr responsible ~or ~e existence o~such.eond1-

tiol'l3. to contend tha.t the ssme large lawns and. oxtens1 ve ga:rdens 

s.nd. groundS shOuld. now be deprived of su:rf1o~ent w.s.ter t:or their 

:proper upkeep and ma1nte:c.snce. l!'tU'thermore 9 had. these large home 
I 

sites been sold.' a.3 regulation. city lota, the grea.ter number ~ 

oo:c.s'Ctmers ther&b~ resul. t 1l:lg would. have crotltott as grea.t or perhaps 

& gre&ter de~d Zor wa.terthsn exists ~er present c~1t1o.aa. 

It is appe.rent tb8.t this utility' es:anot supp)J wa.ter 

to add.1tionsJ. consumers without 1njtt:d.ously s!:!ect1%lg the Sttl'Pl3' 

o:r those consumers who ha.ve heretofore been stt:p:pl1ed. by the s7S-. 
tem. The ~1ng on of add 1 t1onsJ. consumers 9 there:to:r:o 9 w1llbo 

e~res~ ~orbidden until such time as ~ &d~t1~ sn~ &de~te 

SO'tU'ce oZ su;p:pl:r be obte.1ned. '03' the de:f'end.snt here1.n. 

Compla~ts haV1ng 'be~n m~e as antitledabove against 

the Laurel C&n.1on Lmd Company. alleging 1nS.d.equs.ey o~ water 
", . 

.. 
sen1ce xurn1ehed by that. utU1ty' to its consumere~ a publ1c hear-

ing b,s.v1ng been held. thereon, tlle ma.tter hs:V'1:og been subm1tted~ 

snd t~ Commission be1J:lg now. :t!'ull,y info,:rmed in :the prem1seej, 

It Is Hereby Found 88 So Fact thtJ.t the present wa.ter s:up­

ply of the Lauel Cs.IlYon Land' Co~SJ:l3' is 1%ladoqtt8.t& to provide 
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properlY for the reasonable reqniremante of ita oOC$~ers; and 

bs.s1J:lg the order on the :foreg01Ilg find.:1:c.g ot fact and the' state­

ments of fs.ot conts.1l1ed 1n the op1n1o:Q. which. ;preoedes th1.e ord.er;. 

IT IS BE?EBX OWERED that Laure-l CSJ:lYon Lsn.d CO~fl.llJ" 

be en<l 1't is Aereb7 directed. to tile with thiS, Commission Within 
. . 

thirty (:50) de.:rs from the c.s.te o~ this order. -for its approval 

;plrul.e for 1nereas1ng 1 ts ;present water supply ~ such plena to make 
, ' 

:proVision tor the a.o.qu1$1 t10n within So res.sCIl:l.8.ble time o:r a. SUl>-

:ply 0'1: wa.tar adequate :l:ortl.l.e reasonsble requiremen.ts of its eon-

Stm:l.ers. 

IT IS RERE.BY FORr.fI&R OR.OEPSD. tlls.t upon reee1v1%Jg' ap-

pro,vsJ, 'by this. Commission o~ the plans submitted.. Lauel ~on 

Land Comps:cy shall proceed with due d111ge:cc.e to 1nstall. tho 1m­

provemen'ts so s:c.thorized. sna.· upon completion thereof' shall 30 no-

t1fy this Co:t:llll1 sS1en • 

. ~ be ~d it is hereby direete~ to make no,conneotions to 

its me.1ns sne. :pipe lines 'to supply s.d.d.itional cons'Qlners~ until 

Commissioners. 

o. .r_~1' '~~. 
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