
DeciSion No. IJ~r~ 
BEFOBE THE RAILROAJ) COMMISSION OF 'IRE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

-000-

In the matter o:t a.;ppl.icat1on o'!' ) 
Son:them Paci~i0 CompaDY tor an ) 
order authorizlllg the construction ) 
at grade of' 8pur tr&ck cros8ing ) 
16th St •• A Street and alle~ bounded ) 
by A and North B sts •• and 14th and ) 
15th Sts •• a:o.d spur tra.oka across ) Application No. 9615. 
North ~ Street. ~ the C1t~ and Caw~t7 ) 
of Sac~ento. &l80 cross1ng Co~t7 } 
R1ghwayknown as lSth Street Road. 1n ) 
th& CountY' of Sacramento. state of ) 
Cal1fo:n1a. 1 

F. w. lt1elJr:e a%ld wm. R. J)ev~1l::l, for .Applicant. 

l!. C. :aotto~:r and :R. :r.. Sb1nn• for CitY' o~ 
Sacramento. 

Mr. Chas. Deterd.1.ng~ CountY' Engineer,. tor 
CO"Dl1ty EighW8.Y' Department. 

Carl .A. La.m'tl.8. John Clause. Jr •• and Irvin Engler. 
for Sacramento Chamber- of Commerce. 

E. J. Bradley. tor Sa.cramento Pipe Works. 

1&7 Wheeler. lira • .AllJl8. Gaskill and J. W. Gross. ~or 
Sixteenth Street !mprovement ClUb. 

In thie. applica.tion SClut:hern. Paoific Compa.xlY, asks per-

m18~on to construct certa1n crC:la8~ at grade 1l1014ent to th.& 

c.onstruotion o:f' 'three drill tracks in the area north o~ "13" 

street and ly1Dg between Thirteenth street and Eighteenth Streelt 

1n the City c:f' Sac:ramento. O:f' these crosB1ngs. one 18 &t grade 
" 
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ewer Sixteenth Street. In addition there is &tao one crOB8UlS 

propoeed at grade over Sixteonth Street in the ~corpor&ted 

territory o~ Saoramento Caunt,T a short d1stanae north of the 

northerly o1t~ limit line of the C1t" of Sacramento • 

.A. public hear1l:lg was held on this application on :reb-

ruary 4. 1924. in the City of S&crsm.ento. 

The- proposed drill tracks are :for the purpo •• of g1T1zlg 

~al track service to & portion of the area lying north of 

the "E'" Street levee. This area has been des1gna.ted as. a hea,.,. 

indllStrial district by ord~ee of the C;l;ty of sa.cramento. In 

order to develop this seotion for ~t puxpose. applicant contem-

pla.tes the coDatruct1on of 8. system of drUl tra.cJcs. :!rom which 

industrtal. spur tra.ck8 can be aonetruoted. Applicant-s engineer 

test1t1ed that the entire area 1~1ng between North "BW street aDd 

the American River aould be reasonably expected ~t1ma.tely to be 

developed into industria+ terr1tor,y and that the sectlon to be 

served. b;y the t:ra.ek8 proposed. in this appJ.1oat10l1 was the 'most 

readily' &v&11able space suitable for ~te 1nd.ustr1al d.evel-

opment at sacramento. It adeq:a.ate ra.ilroad service 18 prov1ded. 

it 1l8.S stated that an intense industrial. development caald be 

expected. 
The plan presented in this appl.1oa.tion 18 to oonnec't 

& main drill, tra.ck with the present Twel.:rth stX'e-et ,.ard at & 

point 1mmed1&tely east of the ex1stiDg T'fIe1fth street subway an4 

to extend this drill tra.clc in a northeasterly and. northerly 41-

rect10n across ~A~ Street~ ~orth "E" street and cert&1n tnterven-

1ng &ll.e~ From th1s ma.1n drill tra.ok 1t1a: proposed to take 

two other drill. tn.cks. o:o.e o:! these. deSignated &8 Spur :No. l~ 

wou:.d be J.oea.tG« 1mmed1.ately south o:! a%ld paraU.el. to '".A.~ stree"t 
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and would crOSB F1tte~th. Sixteenth and Seventeenth Streets. 

~& other dr~ track. designated as Spur No.2. would crOBe 

North ":8" street aDd ran ~ an easter17 direction north of and 

parallel to North ":8" Street across Sixtee.nth Street. All of these 

proposed oross1Dgs except the one last mentioned are 1n the Cit,. 

of Sacramento. App11eant bas secured fram the City of Sao~ento 

and the County of Saeramento$ respectively. tn. necesa&r,f pe~tB 

for the installa.t1on ot all of the..,. proposed grade orOS81Dgs.' 

E'one of the streets or alleys croased are at present improved or 

open to. publio tra.Tel except Sixteenth Street. 
, 

Twel.fth Street 8%ld Sixteenth Street are two of the moa't 

important traffi0 arteries lud1llg north :from the City of ~ 

mento. each Q:ormeotiDg 11'1 th the St&te ngllway' route, mom as t.he> 

Aubum :Soulevari. TWel:!tb. street p8.sses tbroagh a stlbwa7 under the 

JIl.Un line tracks of Southern Pacific COmp~ at "E." street. atl4 

there 18 now -a:a.der oomstruet1on 8. sa.bo:y which will C8.l"%7 SiXteenth 

street under these ~" Street traCks. It is expected th&t ~e S~ 

teenth Street subW&l'" together with 'th. pavement between ":8" street 

aDd the Auburn :Boulev&%d will be completed and opened to travel in 

April of this 7ear• !:Cherea.:fter. it 18 estimated that more than 

one-~ of the tmf!ic now mOT1llg Via TWe~ street 1I'1l.l. be 41-

Terted to Sixte~th Street and the evidence 1ndie&tes thLt thi. 

tra.ffic itl very he&T1' a:ad 18 rapidJ.7 inc.reasing. A ccnmttalcen 

on the Aub'tl%Xl. :SouJ.eTaxd near the 8outher~ end of the Jm.erioan 

RiTer b:r1dge in the fall of 1920 shon an average daUy movement 

01:' _ vehicles and & 8 im1lar coat made at the eam.e point in 

the faJ.l. of 1922 shows an 8.verage daily tra:rf1c of 58M Teh1c1e. 

or an ~ore&5e of approxtmate17 fifty-faar per cent in two :yean. 

The cOl1st:ra.etion of the tra.olt des1gn&ted &8 ~ur No.1, 

808 contemplated by applicant. acrosB Sixteenth. waald be a short 
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distance north of the eM of the bow l",~e instaJ.led. for the prO"-

teot10n of the S1%teenth Street Subway and this leYe. would to & 

certain ~ent obstruot the View of this or08sing. Although at 

:n-esent there are no other serious obstruction8 to new 1n th1. 

v1o:1n1ty it =mt. be anticipated that nth the industrial. deve~op

ment ot the adjaoent ter.r1to:r:y :eurther obatra.ot1ons to view will 

be mevi t,.ble. 

The Engineering Department of the Commiea1on mad. an 

investigat10n and. prepared 8. report on this application. This 

report. whi~ wss tntroduoed ~ .ridence at the he&r~.propo8ea 

an alternative plan for giving 1n4.ustr1al track service to the 

territory between SiXteenth. and Eighteenth Streets and. north of' 

"B- street without the construction of a:tJ.'3' track at grade acros. 
I 

SlIteenth Stf~&t. This :plan cont&mplatea. the construction o£ & 

40%'1.1.1. track conneot 11lg With the ex1st1Dg "B" Street tracks ot 

&pp11oant 1mmed.iate1.7 east o~ S1.Jc::t&e1J.tll street aD1 1o&d1:Jg .uorth-

e&sterl~ into Seventeenth Stree~. ~he Canm1a81on1 8 eng1XLee:r 

eet1m8.ted that the coet of constructing S'Ctoh 8. tra.ek would be ap-. 
prox:tm&te17 $7400.00 more than the cost o~ COll.8truct1ng the trac.b 

east of Sixteenth street in &coord-anoe with the pl.an proposed 111 

thi8 a.ppl1e&t1an. The reasonableness of this eat:1JD&te was no't 

disputed. 

Applicant objected. to the plan proposed. 'by the Coam1e-

eion'. eng1.neer on the grotmd th8.t 1 t wculd. be inconvenient to ' 

operate such a. dr1l.l track oaxmected to the WB" Street t:a.cks nth· . 
a n1toh leading :from the wes.t. It wa.s pointed out, however, tllat 

the plan wO"al.d be jut as eUect1 ve and coul.cl be oa:rr.1.ed out :tor 

approx1mate17 the eame cost by connecting this drill track to ther 

"»." street tmcJcs bY' & 8W'1toA leat1ng from the east. Applicant'. 

eng1neer &leo po1nted out that the conetra.ct1on of BUell a track 
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with & 1..,,0 per olent grade from the "3" street leTe. woul.4 cross 

"A" stre-et some 81% feet ;!lbove its official grade. It appears. 

however, tha.t inasmuch &8 "A" Street has not ::vet been ph781cal17 

1m}>roved and opened to tre.:t:~ic, the diaadvantage of r&1e1Dg 1 t. 

o£~1c1al grade siX feet at the tntereectian with Seventeenth street 

would not be near17 &8 objeotionable as the haza.:rd ~ mCOnTen-

1eno~ of hav1l:lg two track., oonatracte<1 at grade aorOS8 nch an 

important high1laJ' &8 Sixteenth Street. 

The oonstruotion of a er&4e crossing over an' arterJ' 

baTing the tra!t1c importance of Sixteenth Street 18 a'serious 

u.tter and euoh a ~8s1nS ahould not be perm1tted. if there 1. 

&n7 other reasonable method of rendering adequ&te transportation 

service to the adjacent propert7_ In the present 1n8tance, "Illlder 

the :plan propo8ed bzr the Commission' e Engineer. it appeara that 

thi8 service can be r8Jldered at an a.d.a.1t1oDAl cost of appron.-

matelr $7400.00 in a manner tha.t wi.ll. not on.l;y el1mjnate the Xlea-

.8sit 1 of the two grade crossingB of SiXteenth Street applied for 

in th1s proceeding but all80 sa.eh other grade crossings o.! Six-

teenth S:reet as may reasanabl;y be required b1 the future devel-

opment of ... the adjacent prj)perty, 'tIXIder the plan pre8entecl b7 

applicant. It 18 e.p.pe.rell"'~, however, that th~ plan cf the EDgi-

neer1ng Department of the- Commission will require the us&' of a 

substantial. amount of &dditionaJ. l.and owned b7 applicant, 8lJd 

1 t is only tur to cons.1dl~r the val.ueof this land. as a part 

of the cost ot the plan. No testimony W'&8 1ntroduced &S to the 

v81ue of tb1s land, but a.dm1 tt1ng tJ:~at 1 te value woa.ld be- substan-

t1a.l, it is conel'Oded tha:~ the total. additional cost of this plan 

'Would be anp17 justi:f1ed 1n o:rder to eliminate not onl7 the two 

grade crossings now reque:Bted over Sixteenth stre&t but 'aJ.ao the 
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probable bt'OX'e necee81ty of additional cro88illgS if the plan 

proposed b;y applicant were authorized. 

The plan oontemplated. in this ap.plica.tion for track 

development west of Sixteenth Street 40e8 not appear to be par-

tioularly objeot1ona.ble fLlJd the application insofar a.e it pre-

t&1ns to those tre.cke located west of SiXteenth Street should b~ 

granted. But that :porti(~n of the application which asks petrm!e-

sion tor the c~struction of crossings at grade over Sixteenth 

Str&et should be denied. 

The follow:lJlg form. of Order is reoommended: 

southern Pa.c1i"1c Comp~ having filed an application 

1n the a.bove ent1 tled m£~tter tor the construction ot oerta1n 

grade crosei%lg8, a publie hear1:o.g hav1l:lg' been held, the Cotmlli.e-

sion be1ng apprised. of the fact." the matter be1ng 'tUlder submis-

sion and reacl.y for d ec1Bion,. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED. that per.m1ssion be and it 18 h~re-

b7 granted southern Pao1!1c COInpa.IlY' to construct its tracks a.t 

gn4e across certa1n streets arl4 aJ.leys, described &8 foll.owa: 

l. Coamenc1ng at .. point in the oenter line of p: ... 
posed track, said point being on the soa.th line of J. 
street, 532.36 tee't westerlY' !rem the west sido of 16th 
street, said distance being meaaured along the- south-
erly side of A street; thence northerly &long center 
line ot proposed track ~ a curve concave to the le!t 
(with curve radius of 286.84 teet) &orOS8 A street on 
arc distance of 95.58 feet to a potnt on the northerly 
line of A street. 580.& feet westerly fram the west 
line of l6th Stroot moa.w:roo. along the northerly' 11n. 
of A Street~ eaid described center line of proposed 
track forming· the westerly leg of sWitch.. nth switch 
pOints 10 feet northerl1 trom the south line of A 
S treat and sw1 toh frog ten (10} teet southerly from 
the north line of A Street. and,. 
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2. Cammenoing&t & point on centor line o~ 
propoeod traek, Bai,1!. point be1ng on the south J.1De 
o~&lJ.ey in block bounded by 14th and 15th Streets. 
A and North :B stree'te, 8&1d point 18 al80 556.05 
feet weeterl1 fran '~o west line of 16th Street, said 
di8tanoe being measured: along the south 11::1.e o'f 8&1«1 
alley; thence north~rly along oenter line of proposed 
traok across 811«1 a distance of 20 feet to a po~t 
on the northerly line of sud &1107. 555.05 feet 
weeterlT :trom the WE~8t line of 16th street mea.aure4. 
along tlle 110rt~ line 0'£ s.a1d alley. and~ .. 

3. Commencing ~~t a point on the center line o~ 
proposed track (3). sa1d point be1Dg on the south 
line of North :s Stre'ot, 555.05 teet westerly from the 
weat line of 16th Street, 881d distance being measured 
along the BOuth line of North B Street; thence north-
erly aJ.ong oenter 11Jle of proposed track & distance of eo ~eet aoross North B Stre&t to & POint on the north 
line of North ~ Street, 555.05 teet westerly ~an the 
west line ot lGth Street measured along the north 
line of North :a Strel~t. and. 

4. COZIIIIUnc~ a't a. po1nt on the o.enter line o~ 
propo8ed. tra.ck (4~ Mid point 'being on the south l1tl.e 
of North B Streot~ 547.96~~~t weoterly ~rom the west 
line of 1.6th Stre'ftt, ea.1d. distance being mea.sured along the 
sauth line o~ North B Street; thenoe northe&8ter17 aloDg 
o.enter lin. of proposed track on 8. OurT& concave to t~ 
right (with ourve radius 286.84 feet) &C%'088 North B 
Street an arc distance o:f 84..50 feet to a po1nt on the 
northerly line of North B Street~ 521.16 :reet westerly 
from the west line o:f 16th Street, measured along th. 
north 11ne of North B.Street. 

A.l.l of the above as shown on the map (Sacramento Division D:raw11lg 

U 695a.} 8otta.ohed to the app11ea.tion. subject to the :following 

oondi t ions.: 

(1) The entire expense of construct1ng the crolss1rJ.ga. 

together With the cost of their maintenance' thereafter in good and 

firat-class condition ehall be borne b~ app1icant. 

(2} S&1d crossi:lg8 shall be so oonstruoted th&t '-grad" 

of approach not exceed.1l:1g two (2) per oent w1ll be feasible in 

the event the. t the const:ru.ot10n of roadway along all of sa.1d streets 

and al.leys 8b&11 here&£ter be authorized. and 80 tha.~ B&1d grade 

o.ross1ngB may be made safe for the passage thereover of vehicles 

and other road tra.!f1c. 

(3) Applicant shall. wi thin thirty (3D) dars thereafter, 
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notit.y this Commis8ion. in writing. of the completion ~~ the 

installation of said oross~ 

(4) If said crossings shall not bave been installed 

within one year fro:o. the da.te of' this order the authorization 

horein granted shall then lapca and became vOid. unle8s further 

time is granted. by subsequent order. 

( 5} 1'h1s o:rder is ma4. up on the express oond.1 ti on 

that all of said streets and alleys are not new aotually·oo~ 
strueted aDd 'open to travel at the respeotive points of oroas-

ing. and. said. order ahall not be deemed an authortz&t1'on :Cor the 

oonstruot1~n of an opening of said streets and alleys to public 

use aoross 8aid railroad 'tra.cks. 

(6). The Commission reserves the right to make 8uch 

further orders relative to the loeat1on. conBtruct1~ operati~ 

maintenance and proteotion of said cross:1.ngs as to :1. t TIJ&1' aeem 

-right and proper arld to revoke :1:ts permi8sion if. 1n its judg-

ment. the publ:1.c conv~1ence and neoessity demand suCh &ot:1.oa. 

IT IS ~y F'tffimER OBDERED. that that portion of the .. 
above entitled applicat:Lon asldng permission to construct a drill 

track a.t g:rad.e acr088 Sixteenth Street in the City of Sacramen:to 

aDd a drill track at grade across SiXteenth Street ill the Coun.'t7 

'O'f Sao.ramento be and it is hereby denied.. 

The foregoing Opinion and Order are hereby approved and 

ordered :tiled as the Op1n1on and. Order of" the Railroad Commission 

of the Sta.te of Caillorn1a. 

Dated. at San Pranc1sco,. th18._~ ___ day of Karoh. 1924. 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 
PRISON INPQSTRX AqTHoBIty 

QItrlifiadt of ~ndibUhtal ~ia~ or 
;, (l)tlJtr Jllo:tograpiF" ~. 

. ~ 1~~7S6, ~mmuat QIodt 
I, the undersiqned, hereby certify to the !ollowinq i~ connection with the accompanying 

;. microfilm (phot09raphic reproduction): , 

~h.at I, Thomas Coupe', Industrial Supervisor, P.I.A. Microqraphics ori ... 9q,5~3\ ~ 
• ., • t' " I 

employee in 1:he charge of .Mr. Cou~''- have been provided with access ·tothe. recox:ds, 
doeument~, instruments, plans, books or papers (hereinafter referred to as "records") 
of .....;P:..;U;,;:B;,;;:L;.=I,;;C_C'l';,;.I.;,.;,I::L;,;I;,;;;T,;;.I.ES;;.....,;C;;,;;O;,;.MMl;;,;;;· .... SS;;..I;;;.;O;.;N~_ ,.at _ ..... ~~. :-.:f(\ ....... ",'"'" ""'I)=~' .... _ •. ___ ' tor 'the plttpose of 
micro!ilminq; that such access was provided with the consent of said person or entity: 
that such records lIre reproduced in the accompAnyinq microfilm; and that' each Depart-

ment of Corrections P.I.A. of the State of California, repeoduction includes the followinq 

identifying S~l, roll number ~~ ! "", 
That pursuant to deleqation of ~~e Oepartment of Corrections P.I.A., I am authorized to 
direct and control the reproduction of documents and records of 1:he Oepartment or of 
other ~rsons a.ad entities in the fII4t1ner authorized by Section 14756 of the Government 
Code, And .Section 1551 of the Evidence Code: .to<;execute.ccertificate8 'as :requirecl"by 
section 1531 and 155l of ~~,Evidence Code; and to c~rtify under the official seal of 
the Department. 

. That this microfilm of the above described records was taken under my direction and 
control on the date hereof .and that it is a complete, true and correct copy thereof; 

That the microfilmin9 or other photoqraphic processes were accomplished in a mAnner . 
and on fil~ which meet with the ·standard specification of the United States National 
Bureau of Standards and A.N.S.I. 

. , . 
That this certificate was made at the time of the t.1king of this microfilm. 

WITNESS my hand and the seal of the 
~ < • 

~ L~~ · day OfO'~ 85 • 

'in' / ~JJYll(M£C~ 
(name) 

" Department of C?rrections Prison Industry Authority 

califb{nio 

·~ltqn . 
IndUitry' 

authoritY 

. 
" 


