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Decision No. /,[':<.f".2 

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSIOn- OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In tho matter of the Application ) 
of the 2eople of the State of ) 
Califorme. in rela.tion of the ) 
CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY C~SSION £or ) 
sn order authoriziDg the conatrtLc- ) 
tioD. of a state highway crossing ) 
over the tracks of the Southern ) 
Pacific Ra1lroad 9 e corporation. ) 
near I'olar1e, Nevada. County, ) 
Califorll1s.. ) 

Application No. 9558 

F. ~. iinch, :for APplicant. 

F. W. Mielke, for Southern Pa.cific Compe.:cy. 

BY THE COMMISSION. 

OPINION -- .... _----
In the above entitled applioation the People of the 

state of Cali:forme. in relation of the Cal1fo:rn1a R1ghwa,. Commis-

sion. ask for permission to construct a state highway crossing 

above the tracks o! Southern Pacific Cozp8.Dy near Polaris. Nevada 

county, California. 

A public hearing was held on this application before 

Exam; ner Satterwhite in San Francisco, Febru.ary S, 1924. 

The proposed grade separation is on a. new sta.te highW81' 

route known as the A~b'Drn-'7erd1 Highway. In addition to carrying 

the highway over the railroad tracks, the proposed structure 

prOVides :for spe.ntl1ng the Truckee River. The ra1lroad at this 
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po1n't 1. looated along the a01lth 'bank of the B1 Ter. .A.pp11oe.nt'. 

plan proTid •• rooll for the installation of two future track. 1D. 
adeli tion to the two now o:1at1ng. ~e oentral. span of the 'Y1a4uot. 

through wb.1oh ~. riTer will flow. 1 •• upporte4 b7 Ileana -of a rein-

foroe4 conorete arch 179 :teet in 1ellg'th. and on eaoh 814& of the 

arch the T1ad.uot 18 of conorete girder oonetruot1on. aupporte4 by 

ooncrete columna. ~e total length o~ the elevated roa4wa7 1. 398 
fee.t. Appl1cant eat1m.a.ted that the n&duot aa planned Will ooat 

$'12,252, and 18 Willing to pay the entire ooat of the atruotu:re .. 

plamle4. 
s.outhorn Pao1'l10 CompaT.I.Y appe-are4 t:or the purpose o:f urg1lIg 

'tiro obsDgea 1n the proposed plan; D&1I81,., to require lOW6X'1Dg th. 

footing o:t' the south abutment 80 So. to el,rtjnat. poaa1ble future. C'-

pense in the .",ent ad41t1onal tr&oka are oonstruoted through the 

:first ~ of the Tia4uct, and to require applicant to increaae the 

clearanoe OTer the pre'M1lt tracks :fi'ma 22 feet " inohea to 22 t .. t 8 

inch... !l!he ... 41 t10nal 8 inches over requirement. of this CoJaJ.a-

.ion '. GeneraJ. Order 26 18 reqa.e8te4 to allow for bal.laat1zg the 

tracks 1%1 the fUture. With resp.ot to the :t1rat Ja041fi.oat1oD that 

the aouth abutment be lowered. the exIg1neer for appllC8Zlt t.atUi ... 

that the R1ghwa)' Cotlll1.aa1on .... w111:2Dg to bear the ~JlB" 1n o&nJ"-

1rIg th1a foot1llg clown to hard rock or. in the .Tent no hU4 roek ... 

enoo-a.ntere4, to oarrr the foot1Dg d01lJl to the leTel of the ex1at1J:J& 

traoka; but as to 1ncreat1ng the. elearanoe, &pp~1cant doe. not oon-

ai.4er it aho'1ll.d. bear thi8 additional expense; in Tie. of the. fact 

the proposod pl~ oomplies with thiS Commission'a Genersl Order with 

:respeot to clearanoe. It appetJ.r8, there:!ore~ that a.pp~iCs.nt aXJ4 

Southern pacific CompalJY are not in accord with respect to the 80110"· 

cation of the expense thst would be incurred b~ chaDg8a ~e8te4 

by Southern Pacific Oomp~. Applicent'8 of'!er to bear the a:penae 

ot: lowering the footiDg of the south abutment to p:roT14e 'lor :ta:ture 
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tracks would 8eem T8ry liberal, a8 a charS- of this charnoter 

has. 1n DUIll.7 1net~nce •• been aS8eased to the "ra.ilroad. Upon 

consideration of ell the eTidel'lce before it. th1a C(IDDi881on is 

ot the op1n1on that Southern Pacific CompatW should bear all ex-

pense. inourred by any changes 1t requires, trom the proposed 

plana, to prov1de tor tuture improvement of the rc11road. 

it i8 eTident that public conTemance 8l'l4 nec.saity re-

qUire the gr6llt1Dg of 'this application and 1 t Will be 80 ordered. 

ORl>ER ... ~- ..... ~ 

!he People of the state of Cal1:forn1a in rel..s. t10n ot the 

California H1ghway C0Jlll1881on hs.v1Dg applied to th1s CoDlll1s8ion for 

an order anthor1sing the construct1on of a oroas1ng OTer the treat 
ot Southern Paoifio Company near polari8. NeTa4& County, publio 

hea.r1ns haTing 'been held thereon, the CODlUsa10n be1l'.lg app)~.e4 of' 

the facta. the matter be1Dg under 8ubm1sa1on and rea47 for 4eo1s-

ion 

Gal1!om1a ill relation of the California Highway CoDllliaa1on be and 

.thoY' are hereb1" author1se4. to conatro.ct a croal1ng o ... r the tre.cke 
of Southern Pao1:t1c CODlPan.Y' near Polar1., Nevada county, Cal.1~oxn1a, 

as ahown on map (No.III Nev. 3S-A) attached to the application; 

as1d oroasing to be constructed 8ub~eot to the folloWing con!1t1one. 
T1z: 

(1) ~e proposed grade separation eh811 be oonetra.cted 

in aocord~e with detail plans which shall be submitted to and 

haTe the approTal. o~ this Commission. 

( 2) !he en tire eX}Xlnae of constrnct1l'l8 the proposed. 

o~r-gra4e cro88i~. together with the coat of ita maintenance there-

after in good and :tirst-clas8 com1 t10n tor the safe 8%l.d conTenient 

ua. ot the publio. shall be borne by app11c~t. 
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(3) In the event Southern Paoific Companr require the 
modifioation of tho proposed plnnc to proVide ~or tntUre improve-

ment on the part of the railroad, ~ additional expense so incurred 

shall be borne by Southern Pacifie Company. 

(4) All ~he proVisions ot General Order No. 26 of this 

Commission whiCh are appurtenant hereto Shall be complied with. 
(5) 

, 
Applicant sD.a.ll. w1 thin tbirty (30) days therea:rter, 

notify this Commission. in writing. of the complet1on of the in-

stallat10n of sa1d crossing. 

(6) If said orossing s~ not have be~n installed 

wi thin one year from d.s.te of this order. the authorization herein 
granted shal~ then lspoe a::Ld become VOid. m::JJ.ees fa.rth~r time 1s 
granted by ~bsequent order. 

(7) ~he Commission reserves the right to make such farther 

orders relative to the location. oonstruction. operat1on. ma1ntens.n.ee 

and proteot1on of said orossing as to it may seem right and proper, 

and to revoke its permiss10n if. 1n its judgment. the public conven-

1enoe and necessity demaDd ~oh aotion. 

This order shall become effective ten (10) ~8 atter 
the mal1ng thereof. 

/
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:£e::_~ ~ated at San Francisco. California. this ___ ~\) ____ , 


