Decisfon No._/ 3 205

BEFORE TEE RAILROCAD COIDISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

CPIMA

Application No.8671.

In the latter of tke Application of J. )
W. BEOUK and J. E. SMITE, co-partners )
doing business wandexr the fictitious ) \J/
name md style of CEICO-WESTWOOD- )
SUSANVILLE AUTO STAGE, for s cexrtifi- )
cate of public convenience and necesslty )
to e8tablish an antomobile line for the )
carrying of pessengers and packages be~ )
tweon Sacramonto, Larysville and Crico, )
Californis, but not locglly between scid )
voints, in conjunction with, as psrt of )
and as an extension to the pa.ssonger amd )
package service now being rendered dy )
said spplicants betweon Chico snd Susan- )
ville and intermed.iate points. )

Grover 0'Comnor, for the Applicants.

Theodore Chester, forthe Ssceramento Northern
Rallroad Cozpany.

C. W. Dooling, for the Western Pacific Railroad
COmpazw and for Smith & Ramsey Stage Line.

‘Je B. Lyons, 2or the Southern Pacific Company.

- I.'. Dillozn, for the Americsn Railwsy Express

company.
Sam Aronson, for the Golden Zagle-Darkex Sta.ge.

3¢ THEE COMMISSION:

OPINION

7. W. Houk and J. . Smith, co-partners, doing business
under the fictitioms name of Chico-Westwood-Susanville Auto Stage,
have petitioned the Railroad Commission in accordance witk their
amended petition for an order declaring that public convenlence and
nesessity require the operation by them of mn antomobile atzge line
as s common cerrier of passengers and baggage between Sacramento,

Marysville snd Chico, in conjmetion with, &s part of, and as an

extension to their present passenger service now being rendered
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by them between Chico and Suwsanville, and intermediste points.
Appllicants 4o not propose to carry any Passengers locally be-~
tween Sacramanto, :ﬁarysv-ille and Chico dut d.esi:éo % establiskh
sorvice between Sacramento and iarysville on the one hond and
points on sail spplicants’ present authorized route, om the other
hangd.

A public hearing on tais application was conducted ‘by
Examiner Ssattorwhite a? Chico, tze matter was submitted apd is
now roady for decision.

Applicents propose to charge rates and to operate on a time
Schedule in accordance with Exhibits "A" and "B" attached to sald
gpplication and to uwse two 18-—pa.ssengér, two i44passenger and one
22~passenger White cars.

The Sacramento Nortkhern Railrosd Company, Western Pacific
Railroad Company, Sowthern Pacific companj end the American Rail-
way ZXpress COmﬁaw protested the granting of said ‘appliqation.
| Applicants testified in their own behalf and oszlled severai
other witnesses in support of their application.

The evidence shows that spplicants o;oara‘i:e, during a period
of five months between June 1St and November 1st of each yesar, an
suthorized passenger stage line between Chico and Susanville, ser-
ving Chester and Westwood and intermediste points, and now desire
To extend this service in order that they may carry passengers sud
baggege from Sacramento and lMerysville to points on *he route over
which they mow operste and similarly % transport passengers from
points on thelr present route to Morysville and Sacramento.

Thza.fmanu:facture of umber is the main industrisl enterprise
at botk S;;énville md Wostwood snd the passenger traffic on app=-
licants’ stsge line 43 almost entirely made wp of lsborers and

lumber-jacks who work in the lumber mills and camps at and near
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these towns. 7Those laoborors come from and are employed largely
at Sacramento. The lumber companies et Susanville and Westwood
have muthorized labor cgents or revresentatives at Sacramento who
secure the necossary laborers Ifrom day W day and start them on
thelr Journey to these lumber mills. During seven months of the
Jear, from sbout Kovember 1st to June lst, the period when appli-
cemts' Stage line cannot operate throvgh the mountains, these
laborers are transported to Susanville and Westwood over the lines
of the Southern Pacific Railroad ard the Tostern Pacific Rallroad.

It sppoexrs thet for many yosrs past the luxmber companies at
Westwood and Susanville have sustained & financial loss by reason
of the poyment in advance of Lares of men omployed at Sacrsmento
end from there Started on the reil lines o their places of employ-
ment, by reason of the foct that some of the men f2il to srrive at
thoir destinstion. The reeson Dxr this locs of men or thelr fall-~
wre to arrive is that they deliberately stop off or discontinue
their Journey ot verious intermediate voints en route from Sacra-
nento for the purpose of working &t sueh way points, resulting,
of course, in their obtaining o frece fare to a place otker than
the original point of destination. Trkis is and has been a common
practiceo amorg lumber-Jacks. Tho opplicants in this proceeding
requost the =uthority to operate a through stege between Sacramento
and Westwood ond Susanville upon the sole, or at lesast the primary,
ground that such a direct thro;gh stage service will eliminate or
at leest minimize the practice of mese‘laborers discontinuing
their Journey between the points vroposed Te be served.

The rocord shows thet the men employed will be placed in
the stage oX apvlicants ot the employment offices in Sacramento

and that a cloge watech or surveillmuce will be Xkept over them

taroughout the entire trip, ard althorgh no force will be uwsed by
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the driver of the 3tage to prevent any man from deserting en
route, tha‘driver, wder instruetions, will use his good influ-~
ence8 to have =1l the mem act in good faltk and complete their
Trip % the place of employment. It aoppears, of coufSe, that
This interest of the opplicants to have the men complete thelr
Trip ic confined entirely to the nortk bound %rip to the Lumber
2ills. On the souwth bownd trip The lumbor companies have no in-
tereost whatever in the men and the opplicents' interest consists
in not having to operate treir stages expty from Chico South to
Sacramento. _

The proposed time tadle of spplicents imdicates that the
Borth bound stage would lesve Sacramento st 6:30 a.m., ad the
soutkh bouwnd stage would leesve Suseaville at 7:20 a.mi: The re-
cord saows, und spplicents admit, that the'Sacramentq;Nbrthern
Reilroad, protestant herein, rerders a very e:ﬁﬁcien't; and satis-
factory service betweer Sacramento and Celco, and the time tadle
of tals protestant shows that I1ts first electric train leaves
Sacramento ot 5:50 z.xm. and arrives at Chico at 9:00 8.m., in
ample time for tis tramsfer of all vassergers tO ‘applicants?
stage. It oppesrs, however, that epplicants’ proposed south
bound stage, scheduled to lesve at 7:20‘a.m. from Susanville,
wouvld arrive at Chico too late to commeet with the Sécramento
Northern trasin lnmown 28 the "Steamer Speciel™ leaving ﬁt 3:00
De2., and souts bourd passengers would kave fo walt for the next
electric train ot 7:20 p.m. Applicants irndicated st teo hearing

that an earlier leaving Time than 7:20 a.n. would vrevent brospect~

1?@ Bégééﬁgers from Securing dbreakfast at Susemville. 4 study of
the proposed Time %able of applicente, however, convinces The

Commission That 1f tre passenger traffic i1z sufficient to Justify

enother early morning stege trip out of Susanville 1t womld be
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& very simple matter to f£ix the 1eavins time at 6:00 o.m., Or even
6:20 a.m., for the reason that passengers could obtain breakfast
at Westwood, whore n regular stop is made for twenty minutes. The
departure of s stsge at 6:20 s.m. from Susanville cdmittedly would
pemﬁ;t ample time for train cozmectioﬁs, not only with the south
bound electric train at 3:00 p.m. but sl=o with tf:e north bound
Southern Pacific trsin loaving Chico at 4:45 p.nm.

The evidence shows thet the train of the Sacramentc Northern
Imown 23 the "Stesmer Special™ formerly left Chico at 3:30 pem., tut
in response to a genersl public demand in the Sacramento Valley this
Schedule was changed so trat thiz train now lesves Chico at 3:00 Vele
in order that it .may. arrive in Sacramento in time %o comnect with
the Californis Transportation Company boat leaving for San Premcisco
at 6:30 p.me This Trein also ensbles passengers to meke conmeotiorns
not only with tho doats but also with the Sonthern Pacific traih
leeving for San Francisco at 6:30 p.m. and the Centrel California
Traction train leaving Sscraments at 6:15 p.am. for Stockion a.ndA
Todi, connectiygwith the Sants Fe for Fresno and Ba.‘kersﬁéld and
poiﬁts gouth, thus giving 8 contimuity of sexrvice from Ckico to all
points somth. This 3:00 o'clock train of the Seoramento Northern
also connects wita the 7:00 p.z. Sacramento Snort Line for Sén
Francisco.

_ The record in this proceoding saows without contradiction
that the general public hag 1ittle or no interest in the proposed
oxtended stage service of applicants; that the number of laborers
or lumber-Jacks' proposed to be transported, none of whom were Shown
to have the slightest interest in this 8tage service, would average
about 15 or 20 on the noxth bommd triv and about helf that nuombex
or the soutk bound trip; end thet the transportation faoﬂitiea;
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equipment and service of the Socramento Northern Reilroad are
more than ample to handle this particular trafec.

Moreover, the evidonce shﬁvm that this proposed service is
besed wholly upon the plan snd desire of spplicants to secnre and.
load in their steges at tkhe employment offices in Sacramento mud
Larysville these mill laborers and lumber-Jacks and tra.napoi-t thenm
to Westwood or Susanville in o sort of quasi-oustody in order to
insure their arrivsl there to the private adva:ité.ge or benefit
prizerily of sald mpplicants sud the two or three 1m"oer companies
operating at these towms. |

This Commission dcos not consider public necessity amnd
cozvenience 0 be bused upon sny such scheme or purpose as herein
indicated by spplicents.

Tre Commission hes, in 1ts previous decisions, clearly es~
tablished tﬂhe doctrine that certificates to operate suto stage
Soervice shall be granted or withheld uwpon the basis timt the rights,
welfare and interost of the gemersl public will be advanced by the
anthorization snd prosecution of the enterprise but not wpon the
private benefit or sdvantage that mey accrue to any carrier, ship-
per or consignee.

Wo have given careful consideration to all the evidence in
this procoeding and sre of the opinion and hereby Ffind 28 s fact
that said applicants have presented no evidence to Justify the
authorization of thelr proposed extended ;passénger service. Their

application will therefore be deniegd.

OCRDIER

A pvblic hesaring having been held in the ghove entitled
application, the matter heving been submitted md now being ready
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for decision, the Commission boing now fully advised and dasing
its order on the finding of fact as gppearing in the opinion which
precedes this order,

THE RAILROAD COMMISSION EEREBY DECLARES that pubdblic conven-
ience and necessity 10 not require the operatiom by J. W. Houk md
J. Z. Smith, co-partners, doing btusiness uwnder the fletitious name
of Chico-Westwood-Susanville Aumto Stage, of = outomobile stage |
line between Sacramento, Xurysville and Chico, as proposed in their
s=21d application. )

- IT IS ESZESY OXDERED that said a.pplica.tion of J. W. Eouk
and J. E. Smith be, and the semoe i3 heredby, denied.

Dated st San Francisco, Califormis, this /L & day

of leorch, 1924.
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