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In the mgtter of the appliocation ef the
City of Vevioe for s permit to cross the
tracks of the Pscific Xlectric Rallway Co.

)
,_ ; Application No.9£30.
between the lines of Venioce Bonlevard ex» )

tenldel scrosg the tracke of ssid Pacifie
. Eleotric Railway ir the City of Venicee

n the matter of the spplication of the ) )

City of Venice for s permit to cross the ) -
trackn of the Pacifioc Electric Railway Co. ; Application No. 9462
betweer the lines of Milwood Ave, extended )

scrose the tracks of said Pacific Electric )

Railwey in the City of Vexice. )

In the matter of the application of the

City of Venioce for a petmit to cross the ‘

tracks of the Pacific Electrisc Ralilwsy Coe dpplication No. 9463
detwden the linex of Mildred Ave, extended _

across the tracks of ssid Pacific Elecirie '

)
Railvay in the City of Venices )

G. E. Acret, City Attorney of City of Venioce,
for applicant, in Applications No. 9230
and Noe 9462,

Clay Robbdins, for Applicant in Applications
Fo. 9462 snd No. 9463 _. :

Re B. Wedakind, :Eorvra.c:.ﬂc Zlectric Reilway
Companye .

E. B. Saat, for Autcomodile Club of Southern
Californise
BY THE COMMISSION:

ORINIQX

In the above entitled application the City of Venics




is asking for porminion to relocate the grade orossing of Venice
Boulevard, and to oonnt:mot Milwood Avenue and Mildred Lvm at
Grade scrosa tracks of Pacific Electric Railway Company, hereine
after sometimes referred to az the railrosde

Public hearings were held on these spplication in the
City .of Venlce before Exaxminer Willisms, January 18, apd ocontin~
aed Pebruary 7; 1924e It was stipulated at the time the matter
was £irst oalled that the three applications should be conmoli~
dated for hearing snd decizione

In Application No. 9230, the City of Venice aaks for an
order mthor;zing the relocation of the ‘existing grade orou.u_:c of
Venice Boulevard over & track of Pacific Electric Railwey Compamye
Yenice Boulevard is a paved highwey lesding to the center of the
City of Venices which carriez s loxge volume of vehioxlar txraffice
The track involved .iz a relatively unimportsnt line kuown as the
Inglewood Branch, over which there are few train movements, prase
$ically a]l of which are freight trains operating st slow rates ot
speeds The existing crossing is &0 constructed. az to mske rather
abrupt tarps in the boulevarde In this application 1t is proposed
$o extend Yenive Boulevard easterly soross the treck im s direct
line and thus eliminste the zngles in the streete This chsnge would

lengthon the cxossing over ihe track as the angle formed by the

intersection of the ocenter line of the track and the oexter line
of the street would be chmgul from approximstely sixty-four ( 64)
degrees to seventeen (17) degreess

It sppears that the bensfits to be derived by the gravte
ing of this spplication more than offset the objection to a longer
orossing, in that the change would permit vehioular traffic to pass
over the track in s straight ccurse instead of around a somevhat
hasardous turn, which wonld allow a driver a better opportunity




t0 ocbsexrve trsffic eonditions on the railrosi. This changeshould

alao tend to improve gensrsl traffic conditions.on the highwaye
Pucific Elestric Ballwey Company is not opposed ‘to the

granting of this sppliocstion providing the c:tfy of VYenioe pay the«

antire cost commected with making the proposed change whiock ism
extimsted by the railrosd to smount to §1220, This sum, however,

includes the estimated cost of rcplaciné the pr&nent track with
heavier construotion, the existing fifty-six pound rails to be
replaced with seventy-five pound stesl together with installing
nﬁ'llti.m and ballast in the track that would de affected dy the
cxrosging. Applicant questioned the reasopablensas of ita being
required to bear suy expense thet might be incurred due to &
charge in the present trscks ’

The evidence shows that the principal resson the raile
rosd desires to renew the track st the time the new orossing is
jnstalled is to reduce futurxe meintenance, which iz an expense
customarily ohargesble to the railroad. ¥rom the evidence it
appears that public convenience and necessity require the grante
ing of this application, and that spplicant should bear all the
expense connscted uth the g-ra.ung and ya.ung of the orossing,
snd the expense of any change in the existing trsek should de
assszzed to the railroad. It would seem that no ‘protection other
than the ususl orossing sign is necessary at this times

In Application No. 9462 the City of Venice im ssking
pcmu:lon to construot Milwood Averue at gradle scross the Ingle=

wood dranch of the Pacifioc Tlectric at the junotion point of the
cormecting track to the Venice »Shoxt Iine", looam approximately

fourtesn hundred feet westerly from the oroumg at vonico Boule~
vard covered by Application Noe. 9230 above _oonc:ldcrol.

Application Ho. 9462 is for the same crossing as thad
covered m'Lpplication No. 8710, f£iled with the Commiasion Fedrusry
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20, 1923, which wag denied by the Commiseion's order in its Deei-~

sion No. 11927, dsted April 13, 1923. Homv;r',” subaequent to _
the time of the hearing om Application No. 8710 the City of Venice
has been zomed. In the new soning plenm, lots on the north side
of Washington, Boﬁlevard', sdjecent to Milwood Avenne, have bean
olosed a8 businesa property. The evidence also ghows that there
hes been considerable building during the past six months nerth
of the proposed croesing on Milwood Avenue, whkich ia essentially a
residentisl street, snd that vebiculgr traffie on thie street ie
steedily increasing between Tlectric Averne and Iincoln Boulevarde
It 18 evident that the granting of this appli,c&tion will be of
materisl benefit to ‘gouthbound trsffic on ]lil'obd Avenue desiring
"1;0 reack Washington Boulevard, in that 1t will eliminate two turns
and will slso shorten the distance for traffic desiring to get te
pointe in the vicinity of Milwood Avenne and Washington Boulevarde
The train movement over this line as indicated above is infrequent
and at slow rates of speed, waich mekes the crossing less hazardous
than is the case of the ordirery grude oroesinge

No serious objections to the granting of this application
were prosented. An estimste prepsred by the railrosd shows the
cost of the proposed crossing to be $2870e As in the gatmta fLor
the proposed Venice Boulevard crossing, referrsd to above, this sum
provides for replacing the existing Lifty-aix pound rails wiilh seve
enty=five pound steel snd renewing and ballasting the track together
with relocsting the Junction of the two 1ines =0 the switch will not
be 4n Milwood Avemie extended. As cutlined above it would meem
equitable thet the Pacific Fleotric should bear all u:pmu son~
yected with renewing or cbanging the tracks other than the n:;ponn
of relocating the switoh ‘which should be gssessed to the citye

After conmidering all the evidence in this matter, it
appears that public convenience and necessity require the granting
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of thim applications No protection other than the ususl orossing
signe appears %o be necessary at this time,

In Application No. 9463 the City of Veniocs ism uting per=
mission to construot Mildred ivenne st grsde scroaz Pacific Electric
Bailway Oompany’s socalled "Venice Shore Line". Applicant testified
that the name of this street hss been changed from Mildred Avemue to .
_Eighteenth Avenpe, the latter appesring on the new maps of the oitye
Hereinafter this street will be designated ss Bightesenth Avemue.

Eighteonth Avenue (Mildred Averms) in the vicinity of the
proposed orossing is & forty foot street rmning in sn easterly di=-
rection from the buainess center of the City of Venice. The street
15 not open to traffic from Tirginia Aveme to Center Street, a dis-
tance of spproximately three hundred and seventy-five feet, ank it
1s within this distance that the proposed orossing would be locateds
Bowever, immediately east of the rallrosd Eighteinth Averme has re-
cently been paved. The evidence shows that the opening of thism
avenue asrossz the railroad would serve a certain conveniemce to
the residents of & district to the somtheast of the proposed oross—
ing, In going to &nd from the business district of Venice at
present, parties that would be benefitted by the granting of this
application are required to travel Westward on Virginie Avenns %o
the Speedway, themoe north along the speedway to the center of
the olty, which iz a more indirect route than it wounld be to fol-
low Eighteenth Avenue, The only grade orossing 1nvo;ve¢ in thisx
route, however, is an unimportant track of Pacific Eleotrie Raile
way Company on Pacific Avenuee The granting of this appliocation
would aleo be of conveniensce for traffic to and from the district
1n the vicinity of the Venice Graumer Sohool at Washington Boule-
vard and Weatminster Avenue. It wag also pointed out that Eight-
eenth Avexmue, 1f opensd, would wndoubtedly atisract consideradle
through traffic to the territory east of the citye
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The train service on the Venice Shore Line amounts to
ons hundred and fourteen regular passenger trains through the week
with two extra trains on Saturday sand ten on Suzday. In sddition
to the passenger service, there is some freight moved -6m the linse
There i8 at prement & flag stop sdjacent to the proposed orossing;
passanger trains that do not stop to dischsarge or {ake on passengers
at this point, pass at high rates of apoeads

The fact that the opening of Eighteenth Averme across the
ratlroad wowld undoubtedly sttrast considerstle vehiculsr traffic

over a high speed Tailroad, even undex favorsble physical conditions
would in itaelf oreate & public hasaxd c::t considersble magnitude.
Yirginis Avenue presents & serious objeotion to the proposed oross=
inge Thie paved highway runs sdjacent to the railroad right of ‘
w8y on the scuth side thereo? snd carries considersble vehicular
traffice The intersection of two heavily traveled highways adjs~
omtoagxadt orossing over a high speed railroad, makes & Very
hagardous econdition. During times of ocongestion at such an intere
seotion, vehiocular traffic may be blocked on the tracks which pro=-
duces an extremely hagsrdous condition, especially during times vhen

the view of trsimmen way be mpsirsd dus to mnisvorabdle weather 002
ditions or othexr csuses. Another feosture -ﬁh-ﬁ: -.a.u to the hazard

of & grsde crossing at thias point is tre faot. that Eighteenth Avenue
would cross the railroad st such sn sngle sg to require sharp turns
for thet yortion of the vehiculsr traffic that tarns out of Virginia
Averme from the west,

' From & considexation of the foregoing smd all the evidenos
in this rewerd, it appesrs that the conditions at this location are
guch thet the only foxrm 6:! crossing that should be permitted is one
in which the graies would de aepmfed.. The phyxical ccunditions
here, however, &o not lend themselves rce;dily to such & grade seps—

ration due doth %o aljscent street intersections and drainage
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conditions. The railroad company's Zreight line located along

the north side of end psraliel to Zighteenth Avenue adds w0 the
vaysical 4ifficulty thot would be encountored. The expense of
suck & grede separstion, therefore, would be large.

Pacific Zlectric Railway Company and the Automobile
Club of Southern Californis oppose the granting of vhis applica-
tion on the ground tzet pudblic cozvenience and neceszsity 4o not
warrant the hazard incident to the construction of a grade ocross=-
ing at this location.

After due comsideration 63 2ll 02 the evidence, it ap-
pesrs that the public convenience and necessity to be sérved by
the installation of & grade crossing at Zightecnth Avenue 4o not
justify the public hazard thet would be created thereby. This

application, therefore, should ve denied.

The City of Venice, o municipal coxvoration of the
sixth class in the County 02 Los Angeles, State of Califormias,
having cpplied to tals Commission for arn order guthorizing the
relocation of Venice Boulevard and the construction of lMilwood
Averme snd Mildred Avenue st grade across the trackzs of Paciifioc
Zlectric Railway Compeny in saild City of Venice, & pubdblic hearing
having been held, the Commission beind apprised of the facts, the
matter being under submission end ready for decision,

IT IS HEREBY QRDZRED that the City of Venise be and it
is hereby suthorized to relocate Venice 3oulevard across a track
0f Pacific Zlectric Reilway Company in the location shown on the
mep sttached to ipplication No. 9230, and to comstruct Liilwood

Avenue st grade across g track of Pacific Electric Rallwey Company




in the looation shown on the mep attached to Application No. 9&88{
8aid orossinge $o be Telocated and constructed mubject to the fol-
lowing conditions, viz: |

(1) The entire expense of vonstructing the oroszings;
together with rélooaﬁ.ng the switck in Milwood Avenne, excepting
any expense inourred due to remewing or bettering the trsck that
is $0 remain in the ocrossings, shall de borne by applicant, The
cogt of their maintenance up to lines two (2) fest outside of the
outside rsils shall be dorne by applicant, " The maintensnce of
that portion of the orossingz between lines two { 2) foet outside
of the outside rails shall bs borpe by Pacifiec Eieét:ic Railway
Company. The expense of uny track renewals or ﬁotumentc to
tracks that are to remain in the orossing; shall be borne by Paci-
£1¢ Electric Railway Coxpanye

(2) The ocrossingn shall be construoted of a width not
legs than twenty-four (24) feet and with grades of approach not
greaster than two per ovcfnt; shall bde protected dy suitsble orossing

signs snd shall in evexy Way be nmsde safe fqm tha passage thereon

of vehicles mnd other road traffic.

(3) Applicant nzall, within thirty (20) days thereafter,
potify this Commission, irn writing, of the completion of the in-
atellation of said 0YO8Birgse

(&) If seid orcssings ahsll not have been installed
within one-yéa.r from the daste of this oxder, the suthorisation
nerein granted shall ﬁhen lspse and become void, unless farther
time is granted by subsequent oxdeTe

(5) The Commission reserves the right to mske sok
further orders relative to the looation, construction, © pera.tion,’,
meintenance and protection of said crosging as 1o it may seem
right apd proper and to revoke its permission if, in ils Judgnent,
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the public convcnienoe snd necesgity demsnd guah a.otiom
IT IS EEREBY mm:m ORDERED, that Appliocation No. 9(65

asking permisaion ror the oonztmction of a grade orossing at
Mildred Averme or Eighteenth Averme, be and it 1= hexreby denied.
Dated at San Frmcisoo, California, this 2 <X day
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