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Case 194:8. 

Allen E. Bsro~r, City lttorney, 
:eo%' tho Cit;- o-t 31;rtho. C0I:ll?J..a.ina.n't. 

E. E. Cri~~le, for DelenQant. 

O!l;£!.Q.! 
This is a coc~laint of tne City of El~~~e regardi~g the 

poor qua.li ty o~ electric service s'u.ppli eo.. 'by TAe Southor.o. Sierras 

'20WtJ'r Cocpo.ny in th:1t City. Tho complai:lt alleges tho.t tile electric 

generating plant o~ the ~efendcnt is inadequate ~d·ttnreli~ole, that 

servico has been interrupted on =any occasions and that defendant 

hos iailed to serve certai~ o~ the inhabitants of the City. 

Shortly a1~or the ii1i~g of the complaint, sn ~vestigation 

of the entire situationwcs ~do by one of the Co~e$ionrs enginoers, 

and. at the hoe.ri~:g held i:c 31ythe beio:re Exe.::1iner W'il1ic::.s on JtJ::r.:oJJ.ry 

24, 1924, 1:i3 report vre.s introd.ucod in ovid.ence, together -;:ith. the 

testimon~ of repr~scntatives of The Southorn Sierras Powor Co~pany and 

of the City of :Blythe. Since this hearing, tile o.efendan t has !:lSdo e 

complete inve~tigat10n of the po~sibiliti0$ of futuro business in Blythe 

ana. hD.z submitted. a. report whi eJ:. , it Vlo.S st1pul~tod at tho hearing, is 

also to be considered in evidence. 
• 

In the opinion of Tho Southern Sierras Power Com~any the 

load at Blythe is ~ot suf~icient to justify the construction of 
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the long tran:::mission li~ ~o which wo~lu. be nocessary 't 0 connoct 

it with the oain trmlsmission system of the COtlPa.:lY. and. service 

is therefore supplied from ~ local generating plant o~erated by 

oil engines. The eVidonco zhowz thst. during the year 192Z, con-

siderable difficuJ. ty was experienced in the ope~s.tion of th1s plaIl.t, 

and. 80S a. reeult there were :ne.ny irrego.la.rities in the service sup-

plied. ~~ese ~iffi~~ltieB culminated shortly before the filing 

of the complc.int tiith the break-down of both engines at t:a.e sace 

ti:::lle and. a periocl of over a week d"J.:!:'ing wh.ich no service was sU:9~111ed.. 

In the o~inion of the Co~ssionrs engineer, the plant is 

inadequate in ca.:p'·':l.city e.=d. .red not been ~ept in proper operating 

condition. ::e~resents.ti ves of The Southern Sienas l?ower Co:npaDY 

admit that the !-·lsrlt has not been ill a.s good cond1tion a.s it should 

hnve been, out ~:',o1nt to a consistent improve:lont in the operatillg 

record froc 1920 until early in 1923, and state that the true con-

di';;ion of the plant was not ClOvro. to the ~ena.ge~ent of the Com~a.~, 

who believed ~om the operating res~lts that the pl~t was being 

properly rno.1nte.in~sd. 

ThE) COIllpany has e.greed. to the i:::.sta.lla.tion ot all, ad.d.it1on.a.l 

engine and generating 'C.D.it of a size to be deter:::ti.ned. by the Co:n-

mission, and th0 existing oachinery DsS alread.y been thoro~gAly ~er­

hsuled.. Its investi ::s.tion into the prospects of :filtllre business 

confi~s the conclusion of our engineer that the new unit should 

be of not less thml 150 z:.lA. capacity-

!n answer to the allegation that proper extensions of ser-

vice have not "boen re.d.e, the Com~a.::JY o:ffers to !lake a.t the present 

time a.ll extenSions which should. "oe :ada -u:o.der its rules as filed 

wi th ttlC Col:l:l1 5s10n, c.n.d it 1.$ partly ill this connection that the 

investigation o~ :prozpective business has aeen msd.e.. The ::::J.cld.ng of 

such cxtenzionz d~pen&s upon the individ.ucl circumstencos in each 
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ca~e, as well as upon the co~ditions in the town us a whole. 

In view o~ th1~ an~ o~ the Comp~yTz attitude, the Order now 

msde will not cOVer the ma.tter of exton::ionz. Should. ,'tnis pb2.se 

of the complaint not be satistactor1ly settled, ho~ever, the City 

of Blythe need. only oring tile ::s ttel' to the attention of the 

Co~sSionJ an~ t~e case will ~e :reopene~ fol' such f~rt::c.er Or~el' 

as is nece:sary. 

O:':DER - ... ~---
City ot Blythe having compla.ined to tile Re.ilroo.d. Com-

mission, regarding tile electric service of The Soutilern Sier:re.e 

'Power CO:l:9z.r.y, s ,uolic heG-ring :ba.ving beon held and the )J~,:ttol' 

being suomit ted. 0.::0. :lOW read.y for decision, 

present electric genersting pl~t ot The SoutAern Si~rrae ~ower 

Company in the City of Blyt~e is i:c.ae.equate properly to ::e e,t th& 

re~uirements of its conz~ers in tbct City. 

<, . , "'. 

Ba.sing its Ord.er on tho foregoing i'ind.ir.g of fact a.nd on . 

the findings of fact in tho Opinion preceding this Order. 

IT IS ~:sy O!mE?Z> tha.t 

(1) :3efol'e !.ugL':.st 1, 1924, The Southel'n Sier:z:'s.s :Power COI:l-

peny shall install in its electric generating ~lant in the City of 

Blytho an additional electriC genera~or of at least 150 AVA ca,ccity. 

together with a p~oper and adequa:e pr~e ~over, and accessory sud 

s.u.xili$~y e q,1li:p:ncn t. 
(2) Before ~y 1, 1924, The Southe~ Sierras ?ower Co~pany 

ena11 com~lete the rcpeir sna i~prove=ent of the present equ1~ment 

in the aforesaid gener~ti~g pl~nt euo$t~tially in accordance with 

the recocmendat1ons sot forth in a report filed ~ this proceeding 

," 

~ . 
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and designated ~ai1road Co~~1ssion Exhibit 1." 

Dated at S~ Francisco, California, this 

of .!pri1, 1924. 

.."' ..... , 
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