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BEFORE DEX RAILAOLD COMSCISSION OF ©E2 QAU OF CALIFCRIIA

CITY OF BLYTEE, 2 municipal cor-
poration,

Complainant,
TS, Cace 1948.
SI.RRAS POVER CQAR.LY,

Defendonta

e N Tt T Y N R A s

211en E, Bawever, Oity ittornmey,

for tho City of 2lytae, Complainante

E. B. Criddle, Lor Tefencent.
BY T2 CQILISSION:

Tais iz & complaint of
poor guality of clectric ZJervice
Power Company in thoet City. The complaint alleges that the clectric
genersting plant of the defendont 1S inedequate and warelicsovle, that
service hog been interrupted on zany occasions end tast defendant
nas failed to sexve certain of tie inhabitants of the City.

Shortly sfter the filing of the compleint, an investigation
of the entire situation waos mede by one of the Commission's engincers,
and 2t the noering neld in Blythe velore Zxeminer Tillianmes orn Jaruary
2%, 1924, nis report wes introduced in evidence, togethor with tae
tostimony of representatives of The Southorn Sierres Power Company and
of the City of Blythe. Since this heering, tne gefendant has made &
complete investigetion ol the voczibilities of future business in Blythe
and nos cubmitted o repoxt walck, it wes stipuloted ot tho hearing, is
also to be considercd in evidence.

In the ovinior of The Southern Sierras Power Company %he

losd at Blythe is not sufficient to Justify the comstruction of




the long'transmission 1lie which would be necessary o coxnmect

it with the mein trancmission system of the Company, ani service

is therefore supplied from 2 local generating plant operated by

04l ongines. The evidonce chows tkat, during the year 1923, con-

sidersble difficulty was oxperienced in the operstion of this »plent,

and as & recult there were meny irregularities in the service sup~

plied. These difficulties culminated cshortly before the filing

of the comploint with the breek-down of botk engines at the same

time and o veriol of over a weex during wrhich no service was supwlied.
In the ovinion of the Commission's engineer, the plent is

insdequate 4in capacity oxnd ked not been xept in proper operating

condition. =Renresentetives of Tre Southern Sierras Power Company

edmit thet the rlant has not been ir sc good condition &s it shomld

nave been, but ~oint to & consistent improvement in the operating

record from 1920 wntil early in 1923, and stete that the true cop-

dicion of the vlent was not mown to tae menagement of the Company,

who belicved Zrom the operating results that tze plent wes being

properly meinteined.

Tho Comvarny has sgreed to the installation of an sadditional

engine and genersting unit of & size o be determined by the Com-
mission, and tho existing machinery zes 2lrosdy been thorougaly over-
houled. Its investi:ation into the prospects of future business
confirms the conclusion of our engineer that the new unit shounld

be of not lecs than 150 XVA capacity.

In answer to the allegation that Droper extensions of ser-
vice have not boen made, the Compaxy offers T0o mkxe st the prosent
time all extensions which should be mede under ite rules as filed
with tne Commissiorn, ond it 43 partly inm this connection thal the
investigation oZ rrospective busciness has been.made, The neking of

such cxtencions depends upon tae spéividual circumstences in each




cece, s well s upon the conditions in the town 2s o whole.

In view of thic and ol the Company'c attitude, the Order now

made will not cover the matter of extencions. Should ‘this vhzse
of the complaint rot be satisfectorily settled, nowever, the City
of Slythe need only dring the matter to the attention of the
Commission, and the case will be reopened for suck further Order
as is nececsary.

-Q - p- >

City of Blythe having complained to the Reilroad Com-
miscion, regerding the electric service of The Southern Sierres
Power Company, o puolic heaiing naving beexn held and the natter
being submittod ond now ready for decision,

TES RLILZOAD COAITSION ZERUIY PINDE AS 4 FLCT that the
nresent electric generating vlaont of Tre Soutzern Sierrss Power
Comoany in the City of Blythe is iradequate properly to meet the
requirenents of its camsumers in thet City.

Basing i1ts Qrder on the foregoing Lirdizg of fact and on
the findings of fect in the Opinlon preceding thic Order,

IT IS EERESY ORDERED that

(1) Before sLugust 1, 1924, The Southern Sierras Power Come

peny shsll install in ite electric generating vlunt in the City of
Blytho an additionel electric generator of st leact 150 ZVA cevecity,
together with & proper and sdeguste prime mover, and accessory snd
auxiliary equipment.

(2) Before iay 1, 1924, The Southerr Sierras Power Company
shall complcte the repeir and improvement of the present equipment
in the sforessid genercting plent substenticlly in sccordance witk

the recommendations set forth in a report £f£iled in this proceeding




and designated "Railroad Commission Exhibvit 1.7

Dated at 32n Prancizco, Celifornia, tals 5 day

of April, lc24.




