Decision No. /3 Y %3

BEFORZ THE RAILROAD COMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Applicetion of
the County of Los Angeles, the City
of Los Angeles, the itchison, Topeka

& Sante Fe Railway Company, the Los
Angelee & Salt Lokw Redlxoced Coxpany,
the Pacific Zlectric Reillway Conmpany
and the Los Angeles Railwey Corpora-
tlon, for a Just and eguitable appor-
tionment of the cost of the construct-
ion.of six certain viasducts across the
Los Angeles River, in the said City of
Los Angeles at lizcy, Aliso, First,
Pourth, Seventh and Ninth Streets.

Applicetion No. 9671.

L N e L L N iy

Edward 7. Bishop, County Counsel, by Rey Dowds,

Deputy Counmel, Lfoxr County of Los Angelen.

Jeée 3. Stephens, City Attomey,' and Milton Brysan,
Deputy City Attorney, for City of Loas Angelen.

=. ‘W. Canp, for The Atchison, Topeka & Sante Fe
Re llway Company. ‘

k. S. Ealsted, for Los Angeles & Salt Lske Railroad Co.
Frank Kerr, for Pacific Zlectric Rellwey Company.

5. M. Ezsgkins, for Los Angeles Reilway Corporetion.

BY THE COMMISSICN:

CPINION

This 1s a proceeding initiated by the joint application
of the County of Los Angeleos, the City of Los Angoeles, The Atchie-
son, Topeka and Senta Fe Rallwsy C‘ompany,. the Los Angeles amd Salt
Iake Railroed Company, the Pscific Electric Railway Compeny and the
Los Angeles Rallway Corporation, in which this Commission i1s asked
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to authorize the construction and to epportion the cost of six
viaducts proposed to be constructed in the City of Los Angeles
.for the purpose of improving street traffic conditions snd
ellninating grade crossings of certain streets in Los Angeles
over the tracks of the Sants Fe and Selt Leke railrosds adjscent
to the Los Angeles River. | |

The chernel of the Los Angeles River traverses the city
from nortk to southe On either side of this chanrel and‘aajacent
and pafallel thoreto zre the mein line tracks of the Sante Eb and
Selt Leke rallrocds. The chommel and the adjscent tiacks are
crosged approximately st right angles by Macy, &Lliso, First, Fourth,
Seventh and Ninth Streets. Bridges have been constructed snd sre
meintained at each of these crossings. At Pirst and Fourth Streets
fhe bridges sre extended over the sdjacent railrosd tracks, hut at
the other crossings the street, in_each inctance, is st grade with
the stesm raillrosd tracks at each end of the bridge. It is pro-
posed In the present application to construet viaducts 2t eack of
these Bix crossings which will supplant the present river bridges,
and will also in esch case be extended 50 ac to carry sll pedes-
trian, vehicvlar and street cer traffic over the tracks of the
gtean reilroeds.

Eearings in this mstter were held at Los Angeles on
February 6, and March 10, 1924, szt which the applicants and other
interested parties sppeared snd presented testimon& dealing with
the necessity for the construction of the proposed visducts and
probable cost thereof. Preliminery location sketches of esch
¢of the viaducts were presented, ané completed plens snd specifi-
catiore were submitted covering the proposed Ninth Street viacduct.
The Commission wes asked to grant anthorization, by preliminsry
order, for the immediste construction of the Ninth Street visduct

in accordence with the plens which have been submitted, reserving
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for future corncsideration the detailed plans and other evidence
(mch of which will be submitted at later heerings) desling with
the other crossings.

The evidence bvefore us indicatea that the traffic cross-
ing the Loe Angeles River over the present structures is very heavy
and is also 1ncreas;ng rapidly. It also appears that some of the
presant stxructures sre old and of a charscter wholly inadecuate to
meet the vresent needs of travel. This is particularly trume at

the Ninth Street .crossing.

Evidence ig also before us which shows that the grade

crossings to be eliminated by the propesed viaduets sre, under
the present conditions, not only dengerous bdut are & source of
great inconvenience to the treveling public, whick is often de-
layed by reason of the train movements of the Salt Lake and Santa
Fe rallroads over these crossingsf .

A careful consideration‘of the detalled plene and speci-
fications covering the Ninth Street visduct which have been sub-
mitted shows that the proposed structure will adequstely end
reasonably serve the converience =znd neéeséity of the public. Ve
see no possibility of interference by this proposed structure with
any plan for the complete and comprehensive treatment of the grade
crossing end trafiic problem of the City of Los Angeles such as
wes proposed in prior proceedings before this Commission and in
the proceedings'now pending before the Interstate Commerce Com-
nission, dealing with the erection of a new union psssenger sta-

tion. We shall, therefore, suthorize the erection of the Ninth

Street viaduct by this order rather then awsit the vroduction of
detailed plans,'Specifioations end estimetes and other evidence
perteining to the other proposed viaducis.

The interest of the individnal applicants in this pro-
ceeding is not the same in esch of the six crossings. The City
of Los Angeles, the County of Los Angeles, The Atchison, Topeka
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and Santa Fe.Ra;}way Compary snd the Los Angelgs and.Sglt Lake
Rallroed Company, by ressom of the grade crossing eliminatipn
which 1s contemplated, are affecteg by 81l of the proposed via-
dacts. The Los Angeles Railwsy Coxporation, however, in the
operation of its street railwey system, has tracks at the pres-
ent time over the bridges =t lircy, First, Fourth and Seventh
Streets, but does not operave over the Aliso.ané Ninth Street
crossings. The Pecific Zlectric Reilwey Company operstes at
the presert time only over the Aliso Street croséing.

The four spplicants directly affected by the Ninth Street
crossing, ncmely, the County of Los Angeles, the City of Los
Angeles, The Atchison, Topeke and Sents Fe Reilway Comparny and
the Los Lngeles and Selt Leke Reilroad Commeny, bave sgreed to
share equally in the cost of construction of this viaduct, znd
bave f£iled In the proceeding a written agreement %o this effect.
The Commission will accept the spportionment tius agreed npon by
the parties affected as the basis for its order in this instance.
This agreement, howevef, does not cover future cost of meintenan~
ce of the proposed viaduc?t, and insufficient evidence has been
gubmitted t¢ enable the Commission to make an orderkfor the sppor-
tionment of such maintenence. This matter will, therefore, be
reserved for furtker concideretion in this proceeding.

The construction of all six of the proposed viaduets in~
volves changes in the tracks and yards of the Santa Te end Salt
Lake companies, as well ag possible changes in their generel
facilities. The agreement in guestiorn provides that the c¢ost
of seid changes ckall be treated g8 a psrt of the cost of con~-
struction of the Xinth Street visduct.: It is not‘possiblé, how-
ever, at this time to allocate %o the ﬁinth Street viaduct a spe-
cific part of the cost of such changes, snd the matter of such

allocation will therefore be also reserved for further considera-
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tion in this proceeding.

Appliicetion having been mede to this Cormigsiorn for

authority to construct six viasducts acrose the bed of the Loe
fngeles River and adjacent railroad tracke, for the approval
of‘plans and specifications, and for an apportionment of the
30st thereof among the several interesteg parties, a8 more par-
ticularly described in the above opinion; public hearings have
ing been held, and it appearing that the public interest would
be served by the lmmediste constrmetion of the projected viaduct
across the river and tracks at Ninth Street, in regard to which
this matter has been duly submitted,--

NOW, TESREFORE, &8s a preliminary order in thie proceed-
ing, end reserving for further consi&ération in a future oxder
or orders the subjects of the apportiomment of the cost of maim-
tensnce of said Ninth Street visdumet, of the smount of track snd’
yerd cranges which mey ultimetely be declared to pertain to and
be paid for as 2 part of this particﬁlarviaduct consﬁruction;
and &ll matters reletive to the construction, maintenence and
epportionment of cost of the other viaducts mentioned in the
applicetion herein,

IT IS EERESY ORDEIRED, that the County of Los Angeles,
the City of Los Angelés, The Atchison, Topeka and Sante Fe Rail- |
way Company and the Los 3ngéles‘and Salt Lake Reilroad Company
be, end they are hereby suthorized and directed to separate the
grades of Ninth Street in the City of Los Angelee and the tracks
of sald rallroads whick at the vrecent time cross said Ninth
Street sdjacent to the channel of the Los Angeles River ip said
city, in substantial accordance with the plans and specifications
for & visduct across said river at said Ninth Street whick have

heretotore been £iled with this Commission in the sbove entitled 338
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proceeding and merked "City's Exhibits Fumbers 84 to 87 inclusive.

Linor changes in said plans and syecifications not meterially
affecting thelgeneral character of the work may be made upon the
vritten approval of the Chicf Zngineexr of the Railrosd Commission
without formal modification of this order.

IT IS HEREBY FURTEER ORDERED, thet the cost of said sepa-
ration of grades and of the construction of sald viaduct, includ- -
ing such instellation experses and the cost of changes in fracks
and yerds of the railroeds upom the east and west hank§,b£ the 
Los Angeles River as may, by further order or orders iérein, be
allocated to this particular viaduct, be, ard the same. shall bde
raid as follows:

Twenty-£ive per centum (25%) by the County of
Los Angeles;

Twenty-£ive por centum (25%) by the City of
Los Angeles; .

Twenty-£ive per centum (25%) by The Atchison,
Topeka and Senta Fe Railway Compeny; and

Twenty-five per centum (25%) by the Los Angelea
and Saelt Lake Railroad Company.

IT IS FURTEER OFDZRED, thet the interecsted parties may

agree that onme of them shell acouire the necessary lands, settlé

cleins for dsmeges, and meke ccntracts for the construction of

said viaduct. Should they f£ail to sgree in this regard, suchdis-
#greement shall be'reported to the Commission, whereupon an ap-
propriate order will be entered. 7 |

IT IS EEREBY FURTHER ORDERED, that this order be, and |
the seme shall be, subject to the following conditions: |

Le Clearanceé in this grade separation shell conform
to this Commission's General Order No. 26.

2. Apvlicants shall cause to be filed with the Cormis-
" 8lon monthly reports of progress, with costs,
during the period of construction, such reports
to contain suck information and data as may be
required by the Commission.
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Je The Commission reserves the right to mske such
further orders relative to the construction,

operation end meintensnce of sgid grade sepa-
ration as it mny hereafter deem right and
Propere.

4. If saild viaduct shall not have been instajled

within one year froxw the date ¢f this order,

the suthorizetion herein granted shell then
lapse and become void, unless further time
is granted by subsecquent order.

The effective dete of this order shall de five (5)

deys from and sfter the dste hereof.

Dated at Sen Francisco, Celifornia, this 2

dey cf M_, 1924.
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Commisgioners.




