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:Decision No. J,J y g ~ 

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COUMISSION OF TEE SUTE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
the County of Loe Angeles, the City ) 
of Los Angeles, the Atchison, Topeka ) 
& Banta Fe Railway Compa~, the L08 ) 
Angeles & S~lt Lak .. Rc:tlroe.d Company. ) 
the Pao ifie :&lectric Railway Comp8XlY ) 
and the Loe Angeles P..e.1lway Corpora- ) 
t1on, for a just and equitable appor- ) 
t10nment of the cost of the const~ct- ) 
ion.of stx certain viaducts across the ) 
Loe Angeles River, in the said City of ) 

Appl1oation No. 96~1. 

Los Angeles at MScy. Aliso, First, ) 
Fourth, Se~enth and Ninth Streets. ) 

E!ward T. Bishop. County Counsel, br ~ey Dowds, 
Deputy Cou:c.eel.. t:or County o~ Loe .Al:I.geJ.ea. 

Jess ]!. Stephena, Oi ty .!ttcrney, and. Uilton Bryan, 
Deputy C:f.ty Attorney-, f:or C:f.ty of: Los.4JlgeJ.ee. 

:B. W. Camp, for The Atchison, Topeka & San ts. Fe 
:RaUway Compa:cy. ' 

A. S. Halsted. for Los Angeles & Salt Lake Railroad. Co. 
Fr8Ilk: Karr, for Pae1:f'1e Zleetr1e Railway Company. 

s. M. Ee.eki::l.8, for Loe .Ange).es ?'eilway Corporation. 

BY THE C OAISSrOll: 

OPINION 

~h18 is a proceeding initiated by 'the joint application 

of th~ County of ~08 Angeloe, the City of L~a Angelos, Tohe Atchi-
son, Topeka and. Santa ]Ie Railway Compa~~ the Los .Angeles end Salt 
Lake'Railroad Company, the Pacific Electric Railway Comp~ and the 

Los Angeles Railway Corporation, in which this Commission is aB~ed 
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to authorize the construction and to e~~ortion the coct of six 
viaducts ~ro~osed to be constrncted in the City of Los Angeles 

.for the ~urpose of improving street traffic conditione and 

elimina ting grade crossings of certain streets in Los Angele8 

over the tracks of the Santa Fe and Salt Lske railrosds adjacent 

to thD Los Angeles River. 

~he channel of the Los Angeles R1ve~ traverses the city 

from north to south. On e1t~er side of this channel and adjacent 

and parallel thereto ere the main line tracks of the S8llts :E:e end 

Salt Lake rs,ilrocde. The ch8nnel and the adjacent tracks are 

croBsed approximately at right angles by MScy, Aliso, First, ~ourtht 

Seventh end Ninth Streets. Bridges have been constructed and are 

maintained at each of these cross;f..:ogs. llot First end Fourth Streets 

the bridges are extended over the adjacent ra1lroe.d trscks, 1~'Q.t at 
the other cross~gs the street, in eech instance. is at grade with 

the steam railroad tracks, at each end of the bridge. It is ~ro­

posed in the present application to construct viaducts at each o~ 

these wtx crossings which will supplant the present river bridges, 

and will also in eech case be extended eo ss to carry all pedes-

trIan, vehicular end street cer traffic over the tracks of the 

steam railroads. 

Hearings in this mstter were held at Los Angelea on 

February 6, and March 10, 1924, at which the applicants and other 

interested parties appeared nnd presented testimonr den11ng With 

the necessity for the constro.c·~ion of the proposed viaducts and 

probablo- cost thereof. Preliminary location sketches of each 

of the Viaducts were presented, an~ completed plans and speclfl~ 

catione were submitted covering the proposed Ninth Street viaauet. 
The CommiSSion was asked to grant authorization, b:y preliminary 

order, for the ~ediate construction of the ~inth Street viaduct 

in accordance with the plena which have been submitted, reserving 
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£or fttture coneideration the detailed plans and other evidence 

(much of which will be submitted at later hearings) dealing with 
the other croseings. 

The evidence before us indicates that the traff1c cross-
ing the Loa Angeles River over the present structures is very heavy 
and is aleo increasing rapidly. It also appears that some of the 

presAnt structures are old and of a character wholly inadequate to 

meet the present needs ot travel. This is particularly true at 
the Ninth Street.crossing. 

Evidence is also before us which shows that the grade 

crossings to be el1minated by the proposed viaducts are, under 

the present conditions, not only dangerous but are e source of 

great inconvenience to the treveling public ~ which is often de-
layed by reason of the train movements of the Salt Lake and Santa 
Fe railroads over these crossings. 

A carefnl consideration of the deta~led plans and speci-

fications covering the Ninth Street viaduct which have been sub-
mitted. shows that the proposed. stra.cture will adequately end 

reasonably serve the convenience and necessity of the"publio. We 
see no possfbility of interference by this proposed structure w1~ 

any plan for the complete and comprehensive treatment o£ the grade 

crossing and traffic problem of the City of Los Angeles such 88 

was proposed ~ prior proceedings before this Commiss1on and ~ 

the proceedings now pending before the.Interstate Commerce Com-

mission, dealing with the erection of a new' union passenger sta-

tion. We shall, therefore, authorize 'the erection of the Ninth 
Streot v1nduet by th18 order rathor than avm1t the ~roduet1on o~ 

detailed plans, specifioations end estimetea and other evidence 
pertaining to the other ~ropoeed ~1aducts. 

The interest of the ~d1v1dU81 applicants in this pro-

ceeding is not the same in each of the str crossings. The City 

of Los Angeles, the County of Los Angelea~ The Atchison, To~eka . 
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and. Santa :5'e Eailwa~ Company D.nd the Los Axlgeles and Se.l t Lake 

Ra.ilroad Co~e.ny t by reason o:f the grade erossiXlg e11~ti?n 

which is contemplated, are affeete~ by all of the proposed v1a-

duets. The Los Angeles Railway Corporation. however, in the 

operation of its street railway system, has track8 at the pres-

ent time over the- bridges 2.tMee~, ~irst, ],o~th and Seventh 

Streets. but does not operate over the A11so~,..and Ninth Street 

crossings. The Pacific Zlectric Eailwe.~ COID.!>8.:lY op~ra tea at 

the present time only over the Aliso street crossing. 

The four applicants directly affected by the Ninth Street 

crOSSing, nsmely, the County of Los LDgeles, the City of Loa 

Angeles, ~e is. tchison, To:peke. and. $enta Fe Railway COmp8:lY' and 
. . 

the Los .bllgeles and. Salt Lake Railroad CODll'~, bsve agreed to 

share equally 1:0. the cost o~ construction o~ this viaduet. and 

have filed in the proceeding n written agreement ~o this effect. 

The CommiSSion will accept the apportionment tbne agreed upon by 

the parties affected a,s the basis for its order in this instance. 

This agreement, however, does not eover future eoet ofma1ntensn-

ee of the proposed. viaduet, and insc.:tficient evidence has been 

submitted to enable the Commission to make an order for the appor-

tionment of such maintenance. This matter will, therefore, be 

reserved for further consideration in this prooeeding. 

The oonst:ruetion of all siX of the pro]?osed v1aduets in-

volves cll..aXlges in the tracks and yard.s of the Santa ~e end Salt 

Lake compan1es, ss well es possible el:.anges in their general 

facilities. The agreement in quest1o~ provides that the cost 

of said changes Shall be treated 88 a part o~ the coat o~ con-

struction of the Ninth Street v1e.duct., It is not pOSSible, how-

ever, at this time to allocate to the !1inth street viaduct 8. spe-

cific pert of the cost of SIlch e~ge8, and the matter of such 

allocation ~~ therefore be also reservea for ~ther considera-



tion 1n this proceeding. 

ORnER 

Ap~11eet1on ha~1ng been made to th1s Co~esion for 
authority to eonztruct 8~ ~1aducta acroee the bed of the Loe 
Angeles E1~er and adjscent railroad tracks, ~or the approval 

of plans and spec1fications, and for an apportionment of the 

I;)Ost thereof among the se~eral 1ntereste~ parties, a 8 more par-

ticularly described. in the a.bove opinion; public hearings hav-

ing been held, and it a.ppearing that the public interest would 

be tel'~ed b:r the 1mtted1a te construction of the proj ected. viaduct 

across the river and tracks at Ninth Street, in regard to whiCh 
this matter has been duly subm1tted,--

NOW, T:aEREF03E, 8.S a :preliminary order in this ~roceed-
1ng, end. reserving ~or ~ther consid.eration in a :fUture order 

or orders the subjects of the apportionment of the cost of main-

tenance of s:aid l~1nth Street 'ViadUct, of the emount ot track and' 

:1ard changes which may ul time. tely be . declared to pertain to and 

be paid for as a pnl't of this particular v1ad~ct construct1on~ 

and all matters relative to the construction, maintenance and 

apportionment of cost of the other viaducts mentioned in the 
application herein, 

IT IS EEBEBY ORDE...~, that the County of Loe Angeles, 

the City of Los Ange!es, The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rail-

way 'Compan7 and the Loe Angeles and Salt Lake Railroad. CODlp8IlY 

be, end they are hereby authorized and directed to separate the 

grades of Ninth Street in the City of Los Angeles and the tracks 

of said railroads which at the present time cr088 said Ninth 

Street adjacent to the channel of the Los Angeles River 1n said 

city, in substantial accordance with the plana and specifications 

for a viaduct across 8aid river at said Ninth Street Which have 

heretofore been filed vlith this Commission in the above ent1tle41.3S" 
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prooeeding and marked "City's Exhibits Numbers a~ to_8J,inclustve. 

Minor changes in said plana and s~ec1f1ca tiona not ma ter18l.ly, 

affecting the general charactor of the work mny be made upon the 

v~itten approval of the Chief Engineer of the Railroad COmmission 

without formal modification of th1s order. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHE? ORDERED. that the cost of sa14 sepa-

ration of grades and of the construction of said v18.duct, includ-

1118 such ,installs tion expenses and the cost ot changes in tracks 

and. yards ot the railroads upon the east and west ~ank~ of the' 
<! 

~ .. 
Los Angeles River as may, by f'a.rther order or orders herein, be 

allocated to this particular viaduct, be, and the same,shall be 

paid as follows: 

Twenty-five per cen~ (25%) by the County of 
Los Angeles; 

~wenty-f1ve por cen~ (25%) by the City of 
Los Angeles; .. 

Twenty-five per ceneum (25%) by The Atchison, 
Topeka and Santa Fe Rai1vJ8Y Company; and 

Twenty-five per cen~ (25%) by the Los Angeles 
and Salt Lake Ra:tlroadCompany. 

IT IS FUR~ ORD~, that the interes1;ed :parties ma:y 

agree tha t one of them shall aCCluire the necessary lands, settle 

claims for damages, and make ccntracts for the construotion ot 
\ , 

said viaduot. Should they fail to agre'e in this regard, suoh dis-

agreement shall be reported to the Commission, whereupon an ap-
propr1ate OTder will be entered. 

IT IS EEBEBY FORmER ORDERED, that this o:ccler be, and 
, . 

the same ehsll be, ~bject to the following conditions: 

1. Clearances in this grade separation eMU. conform 
to this Commission's General Order No. 26. 

2. A'D'Olicsnts shall cause to 'be :filed with the CoJ:ml1a-
~ sion monthly reports of progress, with costs, 
dur~ the period of construction, such reports 
to contain such information ~nd data as may be 
required by the Commission. 
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3. The Co~1ss1on reserves the right to make suoh 
~tnerorder= re~at~ve to ~e con&truot~o~. 
operation end maintenance of said grade ae~a-
ration as it may here8~ter deem right snd 
1?ro1?er. 

4. If said vittduot shall not have been inztailed 
w1thtn one year fro~ the date o~ this orde~, 
the authorization herein granted shall then 
lapse end. beoome VOid, unl.ess furthor time 
is granted by ~bsequent order. 

The effective dnte of this order shall be five (5) 

days from and after the date hereof. 

Dated at Ssn Franoisco, California, this 

day cf ~ • 1924. 

commissioners. 
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