Decicion To._/J J’/z

BIFORE THE RLILROAD COITIISSION O TES 30LATE OF CALITORNILM

URIGIA

pplicavion No. 9897

=000~

Iz the movter of tne epoplicetion of

the City of Los .[xngeles for zn order
requiring tae Pacific Zlectric Reoil-
way Compony to at once lower ite tracks
to gruae et the intersection oI the
3everly-Sawtelle line of said road wita
Wilshire uonlevara, una the establish-
ment of & crossi + grede of caid
line of zald railwse y at a point between
Carrillo Drive snd Foster Drive in z2id
city.
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illtorn Zrysn, Devuty City Attorney, Zor the City of
Loc Angeles.

Zunsaker, 2ritt & Cosgrove, for the J. Zervey ileclexrthy
Connexn

Mrenz Lorr, for Pacific Tlectric Rellwey Componye.

Dovid 2. Faries, for Jutomobile Club 0 Southern
California.

Paul E. Scawab, City ittorney, for the City of Zeverly
HEillsa

VEITTISSEY, COLIISSIONTZR:
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The above entitled application was filed with the Com=-
misclion on isreh 19, 1924, by the City of Ios Angelec, Lor per—
mizsion to construct o crocssing opposite licCarthy Vista at grade

seross the two tracks of Pacific Rlectric Railwey Compary, ond

for on order reguiring the caid Rallway Compeny to lower its

tracks to the estobliched grade of ilshire Bounleverd.
A public hearing was held on thils proceeding in Los

Jngeles on Lpril 7, 1924.




The Beverly-Scwtelle line of Pacific Electric Railway
Comnany, ncreinafter called tre Reilwey, is o double track clec-
tric reilroad which in the vicinity o0f licCexthy Viste and Wilshire
Zoulevard runs in o nortaecctexly snd southesteily direction and
is morelleled on both sidesc by Zulalia Boulevard. High speed in~
terurban service ic meintained on 2 headway of thirty mdinutes, with

e total of forty-eight inbound troins ond Lorty-wwo outhound vreins

tae provoced croccing oppocite lie-
new subdivicion kmown as Corthay

the Railway. IlleCoxtay Viste Iz

veved street locebted cyproximately cighteen hundred Zeed

east of the grade crossing of Wilskhire Boulevexd end tne

ond sixteen hundred feet zortawest of the grele crossing
foor avenue. ) _

e need for & crossing omnposivte ielortry Viste is o
connect the recidentiel cection of the Carthey Center subdivision
on the nortr witiz the rescidentisl onrd business sections oh the

soutn 0 the Railwrosd. Although o large mumver of the

lots peve been 50l =nd several of the busiress lote have been
lecced in thet portion of tre subdivision loccted soutn of the
roilwey, the purchasers heve not improved taelr nroperty cxd they
are wolting for o croscing to be estabdliched.

The plan 0Ff Certhey Center submitted by the eppliicant
saows two grade crossings oppositve licCariay Tisto. The first is
e contirmation of Foster Drive and the otker o contiauation of
Carrillo Drive, waick are four hundred ond twenty~Live feet aperte.
Soth the applicant and the reprecentative ol +the XRailwey Company
expressed the opinion thot one crossing approximotely one hundred
cnd twenty feet wide which wowld de & convinuction of ieCorthy

hen two CcroSEirgSe
mae grede of tke Reilwsy is spproxdmately Zour Teet
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above the grade of the adjacent It will greotly reduce
the hazard =t this croscing ond tend to cnnence the volue of the
business lovs in Certhay Center to lower the grade and trecks of
the Roilway to tze greade of the cdjacent streetss The view ot this

crossing iz not obsctructed; but owing to Yhe high speed interurben

treffic, o crossing 2t tals location should be protected by on-

automatic flagmane

Tne Carthay Cexter Symdicate, owners of the éarthay Cen—-
ter subdivision, have sgreed to roimburse the apnlicant, the City
of Los .ngeles, Xor the entire coct of constructiing the crossing
snd lOWefing the rellway tracks znd emberimentes Tre 2ailway Com-
pany doec notv oppose the granting of the grade créssing, provided
the entire expense is borme by the zpplicaxnt. _

It cppears that vudlic convenience and necessity requires
a eroceing ot ielexthy Vista and tze opplicetion chould be grantede.

-

It ceems equiteble thet ke spplicant caowld bear the entire ox-
pense of conctirucving thic croscing including the cost of lowering
the tTrackse.

In this proceedinz the Civy of Loz Lngeles hes 2150 ep—
rlied for an order requiring the Reilwey Cozpany to lowexr its grade
at the intersection of TWilzhire Zoulevard to the zewly establisked
grede of seld boulevard ond to opportion the cost thereof in s just
znd equitahle manner.

This croscing is in the City of Los sxngeles aund is loca-
ted apprordzetlely one hundrea feet wectexrly of the boundery line
between the City of Los ingeles zrd the City of Beverly Ellls. Wil-
saire Souleverd is one of the most important cnd congested treffic
arteries leading from Ios ingeles to the West beech texrritory. The

present elevation of the 2:oilway Company'es tracks is oyproximately




three and onc-helf feet above the newly estcoblished offficisl grade
oL Wilskhire 2oulevw Tre nrecent gredes of epproech are cpproxi-
zately five ver cent on the ecsterly side of the 4racks and two per
cont on the wesvexly side of Ve tracke., This crossing is now pro-
tected by an sutometic flegmen ond the customery crossing sign and
all treinc make & szfety stop before procceding across Uilshire
Boulevard. There cre no buildings in the imrediate vicinity of the
croseing and the view ig in no wey obstructed.

Wilshire Bouleverd has now been paved Lo the toe of the
reilvwey embeniment. isn earth-L£1ll approach hss been mede on the
castorly cide of the croseing cpproximotely sixty feet lorg, with
a grede of five per cent. Taic has created & resl hzzard when the
lerge cmount of venicular trafliic is corsidereds The grade of the
originel approsca on the Loc .ngeles slde of the crossing was ap-
proxizmetely Two per cexnv znd presented insofar as the grade of ap~

nroach iz to be consildered, & relavively smell hazardes

The vericuler tralfic on Wilshire 3Zoulevard 1s very hesyy

anl o grede separstion vwould be desirable. Severzl plans for an
overnead crossing et this locetion have been prepered by the Engi-
neering Depertments of the CLty of Tos ingeles and Raclfic Zectric
Radlwey Compony iz conjunetion with the Los ingeles County CGrade
Crossing Committee. Toe logical plen, from an englneering end £i-
nenciel stendpoint, would de t0 elevate the tracks of the reilway
abous twelve Ffeet across Wilshire Zoulevaxd by means of 2 vizaduct
with esxrth exbankment cyproschcs, and lower the present grade of
wilsnire Rouleverd under the viasduct avproxinmetely five Zeet, or 2s
low &S vosgivle snd still meintein neturel droinegee. The repre-
certative of the reilway company estimaved that it would cost 5213,
500. %0 construct an overkead crossing of tris type.

The property ownerc sdjacent Lo this crossing object to

an overhead structure of suy kind end cluim that it would grestly
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depreciote the wvaluc of trelx
commeny’s vracks be depresse Wilshire Souwlevaxd
& subway, with open cut coproaches. The City Tructees of
Eills hove pacged o on stating that they are defi-
noced t0 on overhead crocsing, and the City Council cund the
toxrks of the City of Ioc ingeles have «lsSo gone on
as being opposed vo an clevated siructure 2t this croseing.
Plens for cuch = deprecsion of the Yracks heve been proé-
nered by the engineering deporimert of the City of Los .ngcles with
an estimated cost of 7575,000. The Ralilway COmpany'has also pre=~
pered nlans for the depression of trelir tracks wita an estimeted
ost of 776,000, and on 2dditvionel expenditure oX 271,000 to con=
struct a diversion chammel 4o toke cere of the storm water from o
lerge open draincge ditcr whick crosces tzo Hailwey Commany’c right

v sixty feot norithwesierly from tThe wilshire

crossing meking the total cctimnted cost 1, 047,000.

o L)

"men these lorge sums, cctimeted ag the cost ol depressing
tre trocks in order Yo climirate the grede crozsing in Che only man-

nexr now acceploble s eity, are compared with the estimeted cost

of 218,000. £ » guitable overaecd siructure, it is evidently im=-

procticel to 318 s grodes

~r ‘ * - - 2,
-0 g v

Los ingeles chonging the grade of wilshire Souleverd,
of the chenge of grade the crosIing 0% the Reilwey i
erdous to “he traveling public, it would oppesr thet the obligation
+o corrcet this hezord reste uwpon the CLty of Loz Angeles, ocpeci-
ally when ot in this coce Uhc compony Or 1%z patrons will recelve
no benefit from the chaongee.

T7 +hc plan proposed by vhe City of Zos Angeles is car-
ried ouy it mey de that vh

tion of gredes will ve somevhot lreres sed end this &




would clso copeer 0 be =2t burden which the City chould
bears |
It i dmmaverial oo I « troveling oublic is
cerned wWhethor tho tracke are lowered or suitseble approsches
built, snd since the City of ILos .nzgeles hes expressed
t0 naove the railroad traczs lowered, if INDPESTS PrOYE
application providing vhe expense of
City ol Los .ngeles,

The following Zorz of order i1z recommended:

Tae City of Log .ngeles neving nede application Zor pere
migclon o consbruct & ¢rocsing ot grade ccrozs the 3Beverly-Sawbelle
line of Pocific Slectric Ruoilwey Compeny opposive LicCortay Viste,
and for on order requiriny the sald Rsilwey Compeny to lower its
zed grede of vilshire Boulevard, = public hesr—

- L)

reving been held, the Commission being sppricsed of the facts,
metter being urder submission and rezdy for decision,
I7 IS ZERE3Y QZDZEE t pexmission be ard it is hereby

14

grented the City of Los ingeles, ¢ ‘xgeles County, State of Call-

forniz , %0 constzuct lLieCorthy Viste 2t grade scross the itracks of

DPpeific Blectric Rweilwey Company ot the locetion descrived as follows:

Beginning =2t ¢ point on the soutkhwegverly linc of the
right of wey of Pacific Zlectric Raillwey Company's 2everly
Sewtelle line, South 50957T10™ Zest o distenmce of 118 Lfeet
southecsterly zrom the intersection of seid right of wey
line with the wmrolozgation of the southezstexly line of
Pozter Drive, &5 shown onm izp 5415, Zroet 5542, City and
County of Los :irgeles, State of Californis, ox Ifile in tho
oPice of the County Recordor of caid Couxty; thence Soulh
500571107 eact clong the southwesterly line of said right
of way & distence of 120 feet; thence Jorthr 39°027507 east
o Gictance of 50 feet; vthence North 50057TLO™ west 2long
the noritheasterly line of seid right of wey & distance
of 120 feet; taence South 39002750™ west o diztance of 50
feet to the point ol beginning. :

511 of the 2bove as chowm on Yhc mep atlacied to the epplication; 20
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seid crossing te be constructed subject to the following conditions:
(3) The tracks of Pecific Zlectric Reilwey Compeny shell
be lowered ol zzld crossing to conform with the established grade of
ieCerthy Vieta cand Zulelic Boulevard for o dictance not to exceed
three hundred and twenty (520) feet, with suitable sypzoaches “hereto,
with grades of zpproximately one cnd one~aslf (l.5) per cente
(2) Treo entire cxpense of constructing seid erogsing,
including the cost of lowerirgz tracks, shall be borne by the oppli-
conte The cost of medinlenance up to lires two (2) 2ecet outside of
vae outside rails zhall be borne by eprlicent. Tre mointerance of
nat portlon of the crossing between lines two (2) feet outside of
ne outside railes shall be bornme by Pecific Zlectric Zailwey Compony.
crossing shall ve paved with & herd surface
anproved tyve ol 2igh standerd construction,

-

Tor the envire length and width trhereor; shaall be consztructed of
e widta 0f ore nundred snd twenty (120) feet, =nd at an angle of
ninety (90) degrees with the railrosd, with grades of zpproach not
groater than two (2) per ceat; shell be protected by & suiteble
erocsing csign, ard ckell in every wey be made sale for the nassoge
tacreon of vericles and other road tralfic.

(&) An sutometic flogmen chell be installed Zor the vro-

toction of zaid croszsing =2t the sole expense of applicant, sald zuto-

matic Llagman to be of o type and instolled in accordaxnce with plans
or d2te epnroved by tihe Commiseion and shall be instzlled in the cen-
ter of soid croszsing on thre soutaerly side of =eid rollwey. Tae mein-
wepnence of zald autometic flegmen shell be bornme by RPocific Zliectric
Reilwey Compeny. ’

(5) Applicemt zhell, within thirty (E0) deys thercelter,
notify this Commission, in writing, of the completion of the instal-
lation of said crossinge.

(6) If said croscing skall not have beex installed




within one year from the date of thiz order, the amihorization
herein granted shall then lapse and become void, unless furiher
tine is granted by cubsequent ordere.

(7} ke Comxiscion recerve:s the right to make zuckh fur-—
taer orders relotive to the locgtion, construction, operation,
mointencnee and protection of sald crossing as to it DAy scem
rigat and proper, =nd o revoke Iits vermission if, in iis Judg-
ment, the pwrolic convenience and necescity demand cuck 2etion.

IT IS ESZEZY DURTEZR CRDERED, thet Pecific Rlectrice
Railwey Company is aeredy directed %o lower its tracks at the
crossing of the Zeverly-Sowtelle line with Wilshire Bowlevard o
confoxm with the established grade of Wilshire Boulevarde

IT IS ZEREZY FURTHER OFDERED, thet the entire expense
of lowering the trocks off the Zeverly-Sawtelle line to conform
with the eztobvlisked grade of Vilshire Zowlevaerd shzll be borne
by the City of Loc .xngeles.

The forogoing Opinion and Order are hereby spvroved
and ordered filed az the Opinion and Orxder of the Reilrozd Come
miszion of the Stote of Calilformics.

This order shell become effcetive ten (10) days after
‘he raking thercof.

/74

Dated ot Sen Francisco, Califoxnis, this |~ day

of Iy, 1924
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