Decision Noe /3 S /S
TZMORS TES RALILROLD COLIISSICH CF TEE SOATE OF CLLIZORNIA
=000~

In the matter of the application )

0f the Town of Sunnyvele, for an )

order opening lurphy ivenue, scrose ) Lpplication No. 9505.
the Southern Pacific Compeny's )

tracks and right of way in Sunnyvale.)

L]

e We Yretman, for Applicente.

?, W. delke, foxr Southern 2acilic Company.

MARTIN, COIZIISSIONER:

In the ebove onbtitled application theo Town of Sunnyvale,
Santa Clara County, acks for an order authorizing the consiruc—
4iom 0f Lmrvhy svenue s grade scross ftrecke of Southern Pacific
comnany.

L vudlic hesring was held oxn this matier Junuory 8,
1924 et Sunmyvele ot which nearing all interesied parties were
duly notified and givern an opporiunity o oppear and be heard.

Sumyvale is an incorporeted town having & populetion
of approximately two thousend inhebitants. Souvaern Pacific Com-
pony’s socelled "Coast Line™ runs througkr tho town in sn easter-
1y end westerly direction dividing it in sdoutl equal parte with
respect to ares. Tre development, nowever, it largely on the
south side of “he irock as oll the business district gnd sevently=
five per cent of the people reside on that side of the reilroad.

The principel industriel district of the town is sdjacent %o the
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railroad and east of the crossing applied for herein. Lt the pre-
sent time Sunnyvsle acs four grade crossings over Southern Pacific’s
tracks. The pronosed crossing ot inrpry ivenwe, if comstructed,
would pess througk the reilroazd compsuy's stetion grounds and inter-

sect the moin line trecks spproximately three hundred aond ninety

ne

1

foet wost of the existing grade crossing av Sunnyvele avenuse.
nearest crossing to the west of the one proposed herein is at Lat-
nilde Lwvenue, which is located approximetely thirteen hundred
distont. |

The testimony shows that vroperty ovwners north of tke
roilrosd end zdjscent 0 IMrphy ivenue would be bhezefitied by the
grenting of this application in that it would offer Them a more
direct rToute to the business disirict of Swmyvele. The record
2lso shows that it ic the decire of the Town of Swmmyvele 10 maxe
lnxphy Avenue the main highway for through troffic £rom the San
Prencicco-San Jose Zighwey to the proposed Ssn Jose ard Qeklend
highway vis Sunnyvele.

Southern Pecific Compeny avpesred to oppose the granting
of this applicetion on the ground that if the propoced crocsing
wore constructed it would pess through approximately the cerntexr
of the compsny's station grounds and would intexrfere with présent
railroed operstions, snd would slgo ceriously interfere with
vlans for further dévelopzent of the railrosd property. Ihe rail-
w02d also conternds that public convenlence snd necessity does not

warrsnt the expensesnd hazard that would be incident to the con=—

struction of the propoced crossinge
sreffic survey mede by the rallroad company December
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3, 4, end 5, 1923, et crossings edjecent to the one proposed nerein

snows that the traffic ic not heavy &b these noints. IX the pro-

P

osed crossing is constructed 1t would pase within o few feet of
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the railrosd company's warenouse and would reguiro the moving of
the warehouse platform. If this structure were left in its pre-
sent location it would add meterially to the hezard of the c¢ross-
ing in that it would obstruct the view o epproaciing tralns from
the west snd would =130 be an unsightly siructure adjoining the
nighway.

The proposed extension of iurphy .venue would cross
Southern Pacific Compsay's douwble track main line between Sen Fran-
¢cizco and Scn Jose, in eddition to the company’s house tiack end
cecm track. There are some 2ifty passenger trains, six reguler

freight trains, in addivion %o nany extra freight trains operated

over the main lines wer dey. Witk the excention of the traims

thet stop at Sumnyvele, the movements ere et high rates of speed
in the vieinity of the proposed crossing.

The tostimony shows that notwithstending the fact ap~
plicent proposed to mske lurpky ivemue the main norta and south
highwey over Southern Pacific Company's tracss, it is not agree~-
able to the closing of any of *he existing croscings, slthough
Sunryvele svenue is less than four hundred feet distant to The
east 0f the proposed iurphy ivenue crossinge

It is very évi&ent that axn additionel grede crossing
over & high speed line suck &g involved herein creates a real
nezard, and is Justified only upon the showing that public con-
vepience and necescity justify the hazerd and expense incidexnt
thereto. In addition to the hazard to the pudblic,grede cross-
ings sro detrimental to itrain Service. There LS & public nec=-

zgity for frequent end kigh speed tralu service over the
Southern Pecific mein lires involved herein, axnd tals sexrvice
should not be hampered by grade crossings thst cen reasonsbly

e avoided.




It aproars thet the evidence doec not justify the con-
gvruction of an additiorsl grade crocsing in the Town of Sunnyvele
at thie time, snd that “herefore thic epplication should be denied.

“he following form of Crder is recommended:

The Town of Sunnyvale heving mede cpplication

Commicscion Zor permisesion to construct lurphy iLvenue et grade

acrozs the tracks of Southorn Pacific Compsny in the Town of Sunny-
vele, Comnty of Santa Clars, State of Californie, 2 public hear-
ing having been keld, the Comuiscsloz beirng apprised of the facts,
tho natter boing undor submission and ready fox decision,

7 IS FES233Y QRDERED, thet the above entitled application

nereby denied wiikoud prejudice.
The Lforegoing Opirion axd Order gre heredby approved and
ordered filed as the opinion and order of the Rsilroad Commlssion
oL the State of CaliZornis.

Deted at San Prencisco, Californis, this (7R éday

o2 _&74_,1924.
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Commissionerse.




