
Decision Jo. I 3 .r/f· 

!~ the ~tter ot the Applic~tion of 
~~ E. Li..V,lb,;"\~ 

for per.:issio:1 to install ws:~er me­
ters in vteter syste~ ~t the town of 
Fulton, So~oma County, C~ifor.oia. 

, 
J 
) 
\ 
) 
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E. 3. C~~chill for applican~. 

3Y X::3 CO:'~YiSSIOK: 

O?I;::IO:~ -------
~ tAi3 proceeding ~r~ z. Lu~nn, who o~s ~~d oper-

s.tcs e. :;;;:;:~ll 'llate::- syste:: s·il.:pplyinz &~o"J:t 24 consu.r:.ers in the ,"=own 

0: ?J.;Lton, So~o=:a CO'.l!lty, ,: .. ith ';/a.ter fo::: do=.estic ;9rposes, $.s~s 

for ~uthoritJ to install ~eters ~nd to charge a. ~i~ of $1.50 

c.1 7 SO gc.1 J.O:ls. 

stricteo. to ce::-tain hours wi thin ';;hich to usc tht; "leota::-; thc:t ~-

dor .s. :::eter syste:n tl:.ese rest::-ictio!lS cou.lc. "be rerllO'lied., end. tile.t 

the rove~~cs fro~ the proeo~t r~~es ~re ~ot sufficient ~Or o~r-

ati~g expenses anr.: retu.rn on the invest!:'.ent. 

S~tt0r\/hitc ~t ?ulto~, uiter ~ll consu.cer~ had ceen notified and 



in 1910 primarily ~or the ~~~2ose of fire protection for a store 

ovmed .9.!ld operated by ~pplics.nt. lrot coins able to obt~i.n "" re­

duction in insure~ce rates fro~ the 1nstall~tion. domestic water 

service w~s offerec to neie~bors, ar.d consumers we:~ gradually 

added to ~~e syste= until ~bout 24 a.re now oeing supplied. 

~he rates in effect are fl~t rates ~d provide for a 

=ontllly cini::u.r.::. charge of :~l. 50. 

T~e water is obteined fr~ a 6 inch well 47 feet deep. 

fro~ wbich it is pumped by ~ l~ inch &uto~~ticelly controlled re-

tar,y pu:p snd raised to a 4000 e~llon tank on ~ 22 foot tower, 

fro~ which it is distributed to the cons~ers through about 2480 

feet of 2 inc.b., 1Z inch a:ld 1:: inch st~dard. screw pipo. 

~pplic~t testi~ied that the esti~ted cost of the sys-

...... ... .:I i \'.~ 0' '" 17. ... d t~ + •• reven·~e~.p.1'Wo ~e::::. So .. presen .. .... s,:i pr cas ''''e.s ...... J ... ~. 'J c.n ~~a", ",Ile .... - ........ 

1923 were a,proxi~tely ~28.40. ~p~licsnt ~rther testified that 

ill order to reduce the fire hazard to the store ~d the co~ity, 

cons~ers were not per=it~ed to use water for irrigation purposes 

Sot night or during holidays ::::.nd Sunda~'s, and. for that rcsson e.u-

thority is a3~ed to install meters which ~ould tend to conserve 

the water and allo~ the restriction ~s to irri~etion use to be 

ren:.oved. 

i7illia:t Sts,va., Or!,;) of t.c.e Co;:cm1ssion 'e hydre.u.lic engi-

neers, :presentod a. report wbic.c. sho'NeCi. the estimated origine.l cost 

of the syste~ ~o be ~1,480, with area~on~ole depreciation s,nn~1ty 

of ~7.00. ~he operating expenses for 1923 were ~~90.00, end the 

operating revenues were $328.00. 1:r. Steve. testified. that the sys-

te~ could be econocically opercted only in connection with some other 

b~einess, ~~d tor t~~t reazo~ the reasonableness o~ ~he r&te was 

the controlling factor rather than the estimated "~~~,.~~ ~~~ ................... ~ v..:.::lorges. 
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It was reco:nm.ended tbAt the miniItl.'U! c.ba.rge of :Sl.W per Ito::rth be 

retained. for the :teter rate, 'oil t the.t the water allowance be ill-

creased from 3000 gallons, as desired by e~plicent, to 3750 gal-

lon~. !:.r. Sta.va '8 report end rec~endetio=.s were accepted by 

applic8.nt. 

This CO~-ission ass declared in msny iDstances that the 

most equ.i taol e z:e..nner ill Yib-ich the cost of fu.::nisb.i::lg tile 11ater 

sUl':!?ly '::Sj be eli Vided S!D.ong c O:::lS'\lmers is through the metering 

of the aroou.nts consumed and the psyment 'by each consumer for only 

such water as is ac~~al17 u.sed. The present instance is no excep-

tion to thlj general role and it is eVidc:lt that the work of meter-

ing services on this water system should proceed as rapidly as 

financial co~siderations 7nll pe~it. 

O?DER -------

~rank E. r.au:nonn b.e.Vi:lg m~e ~pplica.tion for autl:.o::'i ty 

to install meters and for ~e establis~ent of meter rates for 

water delivered to consumers at Pulton. Sonoma County, a public 

llee.riZ!g b.s. Ving been held ":hereoIl., the lr.S. tter havl.ng 'oeen subIti t­

ted ~d the COmmission being no~ ~~lly info~ed in the matter, 

It Iz ~ereby ?o~nd az a ~act thut the rates now cherged 

by Fr~nk z. L~umsnn for water deliverod to consumers at Fulton, 

Sonoma County, sre unjust ~nd ~re~sonable in SO far as they diff-

er fro~ the rates b-erein estaolishee, ~d that the rates herein 

est~blisced are juzt ~~d re~conable rates for c~ch service. 

~~ o~sing the order upon the foregoing findings of 

f~ct sud upon the stete:ents of fact contained in the preceding 

o"Oinion ... , 



hereby directed to file with this Co~ssion, within twenty (20) 

days from ~e date of this order, the following schedule of rates 

for all water delivElrec. to consutlers in ?ulto:o., Sonow::. County, 

subsequent to ~y 31. 1924: 

Fro: 0 to 3750 gallons, per 1000 gallons ••• 2S"cents. 
Allover 3750 ~ "1000 ~ ••• 25 cents. 

For 5/8 
For 3/4 
:E'or 1 

inch ::ceter • • . . . 
" " 
I'f " . . . . 

. . . $l. 50 
• • • • • 2.50 

• 4.00 

=ote: E~ch of the foregoing :onthly mini~~ 
charges will entitle the consumer to the 
cr.l~ti ty of ','Iater which tb.s.t mini:!::.um cha.rge 
will purch~e at tte ":o:thly ~eter rates" 
as set out ~bove. 

~ ~eter ~ay be installed upon ~~ 3ex~iee ~t 
the option of either t~o utility or the oon­
s~er. If installed at the optio~ o~ the 
utility the entire cost thereof shall be 
borne by tee utility. If installed at the 
request of tho consu~er the cost of the me­
ter and instelle.tion shell oe e.d ~ceQ. oy 
the COns~er to the utility ~d the ~ount 
so ad. v$llced shall be retur:led to tb.e consum­
er as credits on the ~onthly bills for weter 
cons~med ~t the rate of tbirty (30) per cent_ 
of sucn ~ontr~y bills until the entire ~ount 
aav~~cea shall heve been ~et~rned. 

The precent zchedule of flat rate cherges to continue 
i~ effect until such ti~e ~s a met&r is instal­
led u:po:c. any serVice. 

and he is hereb7 directed to ,file 'r.ith this CO~~ission witbin 

thirty (30) d~ys of the date of tnis order, rules ~d ro~la-
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tions to govern tho rel~tions with con~~ers, s~ch rules and 

regulations to beca:e effective u~on their acceptance by the 

ColIlltission. 

j .-i:t Dated ~t S~ Fr~ncisco. C~lifor.ni&. this __ ~ ______ day 

of l:s.Y. 1924. 


