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In the r~tt0r of the u~~licut1on of 
the BO!l.rd 0;; eu,ervi;;:ors of :.:crced 
\.)ounty fo= ,O:r::Us~ion to construct .;.pl'lict;. .. .;ion ::0. 9721. 
:;:. !'u'b1ic ron.d in l;:on.d Jietr1ct :70. 
2 of z~id Co~ty. 

In the ~tter of the ~~~lication of 
the County o~ ~erced for euthoriza- ) 
tion :permi tti~ tilc construction of ) .l.p:91ication :Jo. 9786. 
the highwcy crossing o~cr the Southern ) 
P~c1f1c Railro~~ on the u~o~osed ) 
2ichm~ Ro:;:.d ~tension. - . ) 

"5Y ZB co:.:.·aSSIm:: 

A ""I - ':" I 0 .. ,. 
_£.:!:.!:.--!:. 

. 
• i.:9plication :;0. 9721 i::; filed under Section 2694 of 

the ?olitic~ Code of the state of C~liiornia, wherein a 30crd 

of Viewers cl'~ointe~ by the 30~rd of.Su~erv1sors of the county 

of l;:erced petition to conztruct two ro~dZ which would cross. c.t 

grc.a.e over Southe~ Pacific Com,any's track at pOints. 'between 

.:. ... thlone and Cho71chilla. 1:e:::ced County,. CsJ.ifo:-nie.. 

Uerced County ask pc=mission to construct a grsde crossing over 

to the northwest of the more north.erly of the two cros.sings:re-

~uested in A~~lication No. 9721 =eferre~ to ~bove. 

~ ~ublic ~ecr1ng w~e held on these ~p~lic~t10ns in 

1:erced .:;':9ri1 : 7.. 1924 'before E..~"m-! nor 3:J.tterwn.i te, ct which. ti::le 

- 1 -



it waz stipulctea that the two ~pplic~~ons should be conso11dated 

for hearing and decis1on. 

All three of the croz~ings ~:9:Jlied for would. be-'over the 
I 

.J 

~in liDe of the Southern Pac1fic extendinG ~ovm the e~zt side of 

the Sm... cloac:u.1n Valley fror=. Lcthrop to Presno ::md would be 01:. pro­

~osed co~~ty roads to serve a rather large agricultural district 

sou.thwezt of the rc.ilroad and north of the Chowch1lla ?1ver. ~e 

ro.nchers in this district '1';1:0 deSire to rec.ch the st~te Eighwe.:v 

which ~s pc.r~llel to Southern ~~cific Companyfs track and on the 

northeast side thereof pass over tAe railroad property on a priv&te 

farm crossing. ~o meet the need o~ the develo~~ent now going on~ 

the Eoerd of Supervisors h~ve been petitioned to open the roads 

leading to the crossings a~plied for herein and to thus ~rovide 

an outlet to the pavedStute Highway. 

~he first c=ossing c."?plied for in .. ~:pplication 1\'0. 9721 

is located at the intersection of the east and west center line of 

Section 11, Townsh1p 9 South, Range 15 Zast, l:.~.E.& 1:. with 

Southern Pac1fic's trc.ck, w~ch for conven1ence will be desi~-a­

ted here1IJ.:lfter as Crossing :~o. 1. The other crossing &.~:plied 

for 1n AP:9lication lIO. 9721 is locs-teo. at the intersection of the 

south line of SectiOn 11, ~ownsh1p 9 South, Range 15 ~sst~ !~.D. 

B.&.~:. ~~ th the :=3.i1road whicl'l will be d.es1gnated hereinafter as 

Crossing No.2. The crossing applied for in ~pplication No. 9786 

is loceted c.t the intersection of the west line of Section 11, 

- h1 9'~ '. - ..... -, ... • • ..,.. ..... n .- w:i .... .0. "'v".ne railroad, ':'o .. '''!''-~-...... ·-,O·~i."', ' ...... "'e .I.''> ..... " ., I '"' ~.·.v -, .. " _ ,,_ ~ _ .... v..... ,;: ........ 0 ... ........... \1, .... ..., • ..., ..... _. ... v 

i'lhich '.till be designated here1natter as CrOciziDg !~o. 3. 

The :oro:9osed crossing :~o. 2 is located a~l'roxime.tely 

3750 fe et southe:::.st of Crossing :;-0. 1 and Crossing No. :3 is 10-

c~ted appro7.i~~tely 2450 feet northwest of Crossing No.1. 

The teetimony s~o\'!e that at the time .: .. !'pl1cation :ro. 

9721 was ~i1ed v~th the Co~ssion it was not planned to aek the 

Commiesion r S consent to const::'J.ct Crossing :ro. Z refe=red. to 
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~bove. 1..pplicant now conziders tha~1i if it it': 8'1 'Ven a.uthority to 

conetru.ct Croeeingz !\o. ::: t..:I.nd ::0. S roferred. to aoove. the public' e 

needs ~~ll be met for the present without t~e granting of Crossing 

No.1. Southern ~acific Company is not opposed to the granting of 

Cro eSiDgs ~:o. 2 and ~!o. 3 r>rovidi:lg per.JlieS1on to construct Croee-

ing No. 1 referred to above is denied. 

The nearest public grcdo crossings o'Ver Southern ~a.cif1c 

CO~'Pany'e traCk to the northwest of Crossing No. Z referred to 

above 1e ~t the 1ntereect1on of the north line of Section 4, Town-

silip 9 South, ~ange 15 :!:!~et, ::.D.3.& 1:. vii th se1d Southern J?!1.ci:f1c 

track, c dietance of apprOximately one ~d one-~alf miles. This 

crossing was authorized by the Co~ssionTs Decision No. 12668 

dated Cctober 1, 1923 in :.pp11cation ~~o. 9201. ~e nearest pub­

lic gra.de crossing over $outhern Pacific track to the southeast 

of Crossing ~ro. 2 referred. to e."oove is in the r:!own of ChoVlchilla. 

a dist~ce of some three end one-half =ilea, althoug~ ther~ are 

So number of l'::ivc.te crossings between Croseinss rio. 2 and No.3. 

The district to "oe oene~1tted by the prol'osed crossings 

is now being subdivided into tracts of from ten to twe:lty acres 

~d ~s a result there is conziderable developmc:lt now taking ~la.ce 

in this $ores. which is .,re.etico.1ly level aDd. given to the gl"ovrth o~ 

3r~n. hay &nd etock raising. ~he peo~le to be benefitted by the 

proposed crossings trade !'rincipe.l1y at 1:erced or C:b.ov;chi11a.. Cross­

ing ~:o. 2 will accor:lI:lode.te traffic to'.'7&..rd Chowchilla w.a.ile Crossing 

1:0. Z will prOVide 0. :or0 or less direct route to :.zerced. Crossing 

No. 1 would serve only e 'Very small ereo. to the coutheast of the 

r~lroed ~d cnj~cent to the tr~ck. ~hore does :lot appear to be e 

necessity ~or Crossing ~o. 1 if the other two croeeings o.re granted. 

The SoutAern ~aciiic tre.ck involved herein is ~s a high 

speed line over w!lich tA0re are. some fou:r1~een passenger trains 

- s --
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and. many freight tr:lins opera tod per day. While the 'Vic ... ·! oon-

iitionz are normally good at eaoh of the proposed orossings, 

there should be" a reel publio neoeasi ty e:dst1ng before any ad-

d,i tiono.l grarie orossings are construoted. over this importo.nt high 

speed railroad. It appear~ that such a publio neoessity exists 

for the granting Qf CrossiIlgs :ro. 2 and No.3, but tb.st Wi th t:b.ese 

two oroszines oonstruoted public oonvenienoe and neoessity Will 

not require the gra.nting of crossing 1;0. 1. T:b.ere are some private 

orossings adjo.oont to Crossing::: 1;0. 2 and ?~o. 3 tha.t sho1.JJ.d be 

olosed when these public orossings are oonstruoted ~nd the order 

Will so provide. 

Although the railroad involve~ herein is a high speed 

line, the View at the proposed orossings 1:0. 2 and ~ro. 3 is unob-

struoted and the vahioular traffio o~er these orossings undoubtedly 

vdll not be heavy in the near iuture, it appea.rs that no other pro-

teotions than the usual oross arm sign is neoessary at this time. 

o R D E R 

TAe above entitled applioations h~ving been filed, ask­

ins peroission to oonstruot three grade crossings over Southern 

Pacific CompaDY's San JoaqUin Valley Line looated at pOints between 

Athlone and Chowchilla, two or which are ~equested in Applioation 

1;0. 9721 and the other in Application No. 9786 t a publi 0 hear1ns 

having been held, the Co~ission being apprise~ of the faots, the 

~atter being under submission and ready for deoision, 

IT IS E?EBY ORJ)::::"~D that permission, be end. it ~~s 

hereby granted tae Board of Superviso~s of the County of ~eroed, 

State of Califo::nia, to construot a grade crossing over g,outhern 
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J?~cific Compc.nyt z trcck o:t e })oint whe:ra tilo couth line o-f Section 

11. ~o'.'ro.shi!J 9 south, :\o.nge 15 Zac't, :.:.:;.3.& ::.:. iIlters0c~~s said 

Southern ?acific track, ~s a~plicd ~or in ~P!Jlication No. 9721 snd 

sho~n on the Q~~ ~ttc.ched to the a~p1ic~tion, provided. the gr~nting 

of this :9uo1ic ,:'!rossing ie cO::ltingc:n:t on the closing of the e:-:ist-

1ng ~:ri vc.te cro,:(;si116 10 cr...tcd o:c.e hu.nu.:rod ::-nil thi:rt~r-:rou.r (134) feet 

to the sout~east of the crossing cpplied for herein. 

nereby gr~:lted. to 30ard of Supervisors of t:-:'e County of !~:erced, state 

of Coliforl'lit>., to COrlstru.ct a grs.de c:;ossing ove·r Southern ?acific 

Co!:.}?e.ny'ls trac~ at c. ,Oint \"ihere tl10 west line of Section 11, ~0"."lD.-

chlp 9 soutA, ?c.nSe 15 3ast, :.:.:D.3.& ... ~. intcrzects said tra.ck, as. 

to the a~p11cation, :9rovided, the SI'3nting of this public crossing 

is contingent on the closing of the ::?rivs.te crossing locc.ted. t~ree 

hundred. .~nd. tvlO (Z02) :Zeet to the southeast of the crossing c.pplied 

for herein. 

er~ted i:;: subject to the follov:i=.g coud.itiollS: 

(1) ~he entire e~~cnse of construoting tne c:rozeings 

sh~l be borne by ~pplic~~t. ~he cost of their m~inten~ce u~ to 

linec two (2) feet outside of the outside raile sh~ll be borne b~ 

&pplicant. ~he mainten~nce of th~t ?ortion of the crossings be-

tween li~es two (2) feet outSide of the outsi~e ruils shell be 

bo~e by ~outhe~ ?~cific co~~~uy. 

(2) ~he crossi!JS s:=.e.ll be conetru.cted of s. -::1a.th :not less 

th~:n twenty-four (24) feet ~nd ~t ~n ~le of ninety (90) ~eorees 

to the r~il:road ana. \~th Gr~~es of ~p~ro~ch not s=e~ter thsn four 

,or cent; sh~ll be protecte~ by suitsble cro3si~ signs cn~ Sh~l 

in every way ~e made sefe for t~e ,c.ssage thereon of vehiclos end 

other rosd traffiC. 
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(Z) j~:pp11co.nt z11c.ll .. wi",jhin thirty (30) do.ys therO~:Lt0r .. 

noti:Cy thie COl'Il.'nie::i on, in \71'1 tins. of' the completion 0:;:' the inst~-

l~tion of ecid crozzingz. 

(~) If ~o.i~ croezinsz :h~l not neve been i~etclled with-

in o~e year from the <leta or thiz order, the authorization herein 

sr~n~od shal~ the~ lupzo ~nd boco~o VOid, unlese turtaor time is 

granted 0:1 subsequent order. 

thor orders ro~~t1ve to tho loc~tion. construction, oDe~~tion, ~in-

ten~ce and ,rotection of said crossings ~s to it may seem right 

~nd proper and to revoke 1tz po~csio~ if, in its judgment, the 

~ublic convenienco and necezsity ac~ana such action. 

c.:pJ?lied for in ':"pplico.tion ::0. 972l :p:'oposed. to oe located ~t tho 

intersection ot tho center line oZ Section 11, TovmShi~ 9 South .. 

RD.llgo 15 East, :':.]).3.& :.:. with the re.ilroc.d. ae shown on the :l$.:9 

ettc.c~ed to the ~~11cat10~ be ana it is hereby denied. 

~cis order z~~l1 become e~fective tnree (3) dcye iraQ 

the ~ing thereoi. 

:Do.ted c.t So..l'l ?rcncieco:. Cali:t'ornic., t:c.1s_ ........ /-:;..7_1_'-__ dC.:r of 

;:.ey, 1924. 
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