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Decision No. I '3f71 

BEJl'ORZ TEE RAILROAD COI.WISS ION O~' THE STA~Z OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter 0 f the A:Pl~11cation ·of 
the COUN~Y OF SONOMA, in the State 
of California t for a pe~it to con
struct and maintain a public highway 
crossing at grade over the right~of
way and track of the Northwestern 
Pa.cific ~ailroad Compa~ at Station 
2527+51 in said C~ty of Sonoma. 

Ra.rr~ T. lYle, for Applica.nt. 

Application No. 9535 

M. L. Gillogly for Northwestern ~acif1c Railroad Comp8n1. 

MARTIN, aOMMISSIONER: 

OPINION .... -. .. ~-- ... 
In this applicatioIl, the county of Sonoma seeks per ... 

mission to construct a crossing a.t grade across the track of the 

Northwestern Pacific ~eilroad Co~any at Zngi~eer2 Station 2527~57 

in order to connect an east and west road known as Sc~io Avenue 

in Subdivision No. 4 of Santa .:tosa ~'a..."'llls t also known as the Stine 

and Kendrick rract t with the Ste.te .1::i1gh~ on the east sid.e of the 

railroa.d. 

Santa Rosa. :E'a.rz:s ie divided into 5 Ia.bdivie1ons, w:b1ch 

are a.ga.in divided into five to tC!l acre tracts. There are tllree 

east and west roads through the :i:'a.rms about 2400 feet apart. 

The most northerly of these roads; is Sce:cic AveJ:!lle. n,ere ere 

also ten north and south roads thro'C.gh the Pe.r.ns approxima.tel:y 

eleven hundred e~d eighty feet apa.rt. Th~ most important ot these 

is the Stony Point .:toad, 8. broad :na.ca.c1.am1zed county road nr.tJniDg 

from Wrights Sts.t1on eO'Q.th to StOllY Point. This road is abOut 

one and e. g,uarter miles west 0 f the croseiDg and slightly west 

of the north and south center line of tbe ta.rDlS. About three 

qusrters of s. mile north of Scenic Avenue, the Stone Point rood 

interseots 8Jl ea.st and west road. known as Todd Lane, which or068e8 
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the ra11road and runo into the State Rigmra.v. This is the nearest 

crossing north ot Seenie Avenue. Todd Sehool 1 s loea.ted at the inter

section of the Stony POint Road and Todd. Lane. 

The nearest crossing south o! Scenie Avenue is at Wilfred 

Station, eeven-tenthe of a mile d.i etant. mere the State Highway or08ses 

the railroad. At this point an e&st and west roa! appro~tely 

1200 teet south of Scenic AVEm'C.8 oJ.eo er088ee the ra.1lroad after 

r.um1Dg s outheaet llDd parallel With the re.11road for sDout one-fifth 

of a mile. 

Residents of SubdiVision No. 4 of sante. Rosa Farms may 

travel under existing conditions into Sante. Rosa b~ tbree routes~ as 

follows: 

Route 1. Via Wrights Station and stony Point Road. 

6.6 miles. 

Route 2. Via Todd SChoo~, Todd Lane and the State High

way, 6.5 miles. 

Route Z. Via Wilfred Station and the state Blghway. 6.4 

miles. 

The route to Santa ~osa by the proposed croBsingwould 

be olll.y 5.1 mile e, of whi.ch e.b out fo'll:' and o!le-heJ.f mile s are on 
. . 

concrete highw~ a.nd six-tenths of a mile on es.:rth road. Resjd ents 

ot this traot would save over two miles in distanee o,n each. round 

trip to sante. Roea and also considera.ble travel on macad8m and earth 

roads it the proposed crossing were opened. 

Testimonr ottered shows that trom 13 to 25 families own 

land tha.t would be benefitted by t:b.e ope:c.i:cg of the <:ross1Dg, el tho 

oIll.y about :four to six 'families are now liviDg on lands in th~ 

vic1Dit.1 of the crossing. The lack of reSidents in this traot is 

proba.bly due to the lack of proper road.s. The land was sold off in 

s~l ~arcels before the roads were improved. As the 80il is a has.Ty . , 

adobe the roads a.re almost impassa.ble 1n winter. Test1moXlY shows 
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that it has been the poliey of the County Sn~erv1eore to re~ee to 

improve tho north and south roads in the tract except tho ~1n sto~ 

Point county Roc.d, and to improve the ea.st a.nd west roads ~Dly when 

the propert,. holders had been wUling e.nd a.ble to pay tor he.lf' of 

the 1~rovenent. This policy has held back the development of th1s 

seotion. The d1scr1m1nation in f~vor of east and west roads against 

north and south roads has ~~ther canp11cated matters by bringing 

travel up to the railroad right-of-way where grade crose1~8 are re

quired unless diverting routes are in8t~11ed, whereas the 1mprovement 

of through north and. south roads might have relieved the s1 tua.t1o:c. 

Without the necessity of additional grade crossings over the railroad. 

Te8t1mo~ b,7 bue1ness men of Sant:l. RoS3. shows that the 

crossing a:pplied for would allow thom to serve the residents west 

of the proposed crossing. At the present time they are not reach

ing those reSidents ~e to the poor condition of' the roads. The 

County has agreed to p~ one-ha.l~ of the costs of 1mproViDg' this 

road in case the crossing is ope~d to traffic and the propert7 

owners have already se~ aside the necessary funds to pay their por

tion o:f 'the cost o;! improvometlt. The:?' have aJ.read,- partic.l1,. graded 

the portion o:f the road. between the railroad aDd the highwaY' after 

having purchased tl1e r1g1::.t of way end deeded it to the county. 

The No::trsve..-tern Pa.cific ?.e.11road company objected to 

the ope:c.iIlg of the cr05si:cg as an Md1tiona.l hazard end cla,1:ned the.t 

other means of i:o.gress end egress to the subdiVision west of the 

railroad could. be const:!:'1lcted which woUd. do away with the neoess1ty 

of opening any additional croseings. ~he railroad company- claims 

this co':lld 'be accomplished by extending the existing road near Wil

tred parallel with a.~ adjacent to its weatorl:v r1ght-of-wa~ line 

as f'ar nort~ as Todd. Lane. They also suggested an alternate plan 

of extending the first north am south ro;a.d to the west of the r2.11-

road a. bout 2600 feet -:0 Todd. Lane. T".o.1s rood t.Jready extends a.bout 
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1300 foot north o~ So~io Avonuo. Witnose ~or ~plio~nt otated 

that the r1g.:~.t-of-wD.Y for the latter road extension would coat about 

$lOOO. end as the :9roper~y owners alODg Scenic J. .. venue had eJ.ree.dy 

spent c. good deal of money in aoqu1rir.g a right-of-wny ea.st of the 

railroad and. in impr~v1%lg Soenic Aven"le, they could not afford to 

purchaze an additional right-of-way 2600 ~eet long for either of 

'the proposed roads. 

The Commission's E!lginec= e::J.dorsed the idea. of extend-

ing the first north ~d south road west o~ the railroad northerly 

to Todd Lane if such a ~lan were financially feasible. The present 

crossing a.t Wilfred if co~ectod with Scenic Aven"le by a road p~allel 

and adjaoent to the rs.1lros.d on the west as proposed b:sr the :caU-

road Companr he co=sidered would present & serious hazard to those 

who would use the proposed croee1ng.as travelere on the parallel 

roa.d hs.ve their backs to south bound trains and on tum1Dg into 

the State H1ghw~ at Wilfred thru an aoute angle and up a steep grade 

ot approaoh have to watoh out for automobile travel a8 well as 

railroad trains 98 the state Higb.w~ cr08ses the rs.1lros.d at the 

sa::J.e point. The present croBsing is in open country VIi th Scenic 

Avenne approaan1ng the railroad $pproximately at right angles. 

Although the Commission does not ord1:as.r1ly favor the 

inotall~tion of new crossings where other means ot travel are 

pOSSible, on ~ccount of the additional hazard oreated,care~l con

sidera.tion of all the test.imo~ in this oase leads to the conclu

sion tha.t additional hazard offered. by the open1Ilg of this orOS8-

ir.g is more than offset by the publio convenience and necessity of 

its installation $%ld., therefore, this application :hould be gr~ted. 

The following fo:r:n of Order is reoommended: 

- 4 -



The :Soard of Supervisors of the COlUlty of Son0tla
9 

state 

of Cal1forn1D.~ haVing tiled an al)p11cation with th1 s Commi8s1~1l ask

ing for authority to COIletruct a public road known ae Scenic Avemo 

at grade ac:e'oss the tracks of the Northwestern Pacific Railroad 

Com~any at Engineers Station 2527+57, a public hearing having been 

held, the matter having been eUb~tted and rea~ !or decision and 

the COmmiseion being ot the op~ion that thiS application ehouldbe 

grs.nted, sa.bj eet to the conditions here1natter specified., 

~HZREFORE, IT IS ~RE3Y O?~EaED, that permission and 

authority be and it is hereby gre.r.ted to the Bo~d of S'J.pervisors 

of tile County of Sonotle.~ Ste.te of Caliiornie.~ to construct a. ptlb11c 

roed. known e.e Sco!lic Avenue at grade a.cr02S the tra.cks 0 f tho Ncr th

western ~e.cific Railroad at ~~incer6 Station 2527f57 as shown by 

the ma.p attached. to the application, ~id croeeiXJg to 'be constrw:ted 

subj ect to the following conditione, namely: 

(1) The entire expense of con8t~ct1ng the crossing 

shall be borne by applicant. The cost of its maintenance ':.9 to 

lines two (2) feet outside of the outSide r~llo ehsll be borne by 
, 

applican't. The·tle.1ntens.nce ot th~t portion of the crossings between 

lines two (2) feet OU t8ide 0 f the outSide re.1ls shD.ll be borne by 

the Northwestern Pa.cific ~$ilroad Camp~n1. 

(2) The crossing shs.ll be construc'ted of a. width not 

less tha.n twenty-four (24) feet and a.t an angle of ap!'roxima.tely 

sevent:;-f1ve degrees to the railroad and with gr9.des of a.pproa.ch not 

grea.ter than two (2) per cent; sh.s.ll be protected. by t). SI1ita.b,le

crossing sign and shall in ever,r way be ~de safe for the pa.ssage 

thereon of" vehi.cles and other road tra.tf1c. 

(3) .A.pplica.n:t shall. within thirty (30) dcre therea.i'ter~ 

notify tJ:1s Commission. in wri ti%lg, o'! the compl&tion r:£ the in .. 

stalla'tion of said ·crossing. 
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(4) If ca.1d crossing eht.U.l not ha.ve been installed Wi th

in one 1ear from the date of this order, the authoriz~tion herein 

granted shall then la.pse' o.nc. become void, unless :fc.rther time is 

granted b1 subse~ent order. 

(5) The Commiseio:l reserves the right to make 8C.ch 

turther orders relative to the location, construction, operation, 

r.laintenance and protection of said crossing as to it ma.1 seem :right 

8.!ld pro p9 r, a:c.d tor evoke its pEl rmis 61 on if, ill 1 te judgment, the 

public convenience and neoeseit1 demana such ~ction. 

This order shall become e!fective three (3) da1S !rom 

the making thereof. 

The foregoing Opinion and Order are hereb1 a.pproved a.Dd 

ordered filed as the Opinion and Order of the Railroad COmmission of 

the State o:f Ca.lif ornia. 

Da.ted at San ?%'anci soo, Cel1~o:r:ais., this ...... ~'-.;;..IJ...;~ __ ... __ _ 
dB\V of Ms.1. 1924. 
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