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Decision No. | &5[2

BEFORZ TEE RAIIROAD COLRISSION O THE STATZ OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter oL the Avplication of
the COUNLY OF SONOMA, in the State
of California, for a permit to con~
strrnet and maintain a public highway
erosging at grede over the right-of-
way and track of the Northwestera
Pacific Xellroad Company at Station
2527+57 1n ssid County of Sonoms.

Harry 1. Eyle, for Applicant. ’ E LI uﬂMA[L

¥. L. Gillogly for Northwestern Pacific Raellroad Company.

Avplication No, 25356

MARTIN, GOMMISSIONER:

In this applicetion, the County of Soncma éeeks per-
mission 10 construct a croseing at grade across the track of the
Northwestern Pacific nailroad Company et Zngireers Station 2527-57
in order to connect sn east and west road mown as Scenic Avenue
in Subdivision No. 4 of Santa Rose Narms, 2180 known a8 the Stine
and Kepdrick Tract, with the Staete Highway on the east side ¢f the
railroad,

Santa Roga Farms ie divided into 5 #ubdivisions, which
are again divided into five to ten acre tracts, There are three
east and west roads througk the Farms about 2400 feet apsrt.

The most northerly of these roasde is Sceric Averme, There are
als¢ ten north and south roads through the Farms approximately
eleven hurndred end eighty Zfeet apart. Tho most important of these
is the Stony Point Road, & droad macadamized county road running
from Wrights Station south to Stony Point. Thise road is about

one ard a quarter miles west of the croscing and slightly west

of the north and south cernter line of the rarms, AbORt three
quarters of s mile north of Scenic Avenue, the Stone Point road

intersects an east and west road, known a8 Todd Lane, which croeses
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the railrosd and runs into the State Highway. This is the nearest
crossing north of Scenic Avemme., Todd School is located at the inter-
section of the Stony Point Roed and T0dd Lane.

The nearest crossing south of Scenic Avenue is at Wilifred
Station, sever-tenthe of 2 mile distant, vhere the State Highway crosses
the railroad. At this point an east and west road approximately
1200 feet south of Scenic Avenue also crosses the railroad after

ranning southeast ond parallel with the railroad Zor sbout oze-fifth

of a mile.

Residents of Subdivision No. & of Sants Rosa Farms may
travel under existing conditions into Santa Rosa by three routes, as
follows:

Route 1. Via Wrights Statlon and Stony Point Road,

6.6 miles,

Route 2, Via Todd School, Todd Lane and the State High-
wsy, 6.5 miles.

Route 3. Via Wilfred Station and the State Highway, 6.4
miles,

The route to Santa Rose by the proposed crossing would
be only 5.1 miles, of which sbout fouwr =nd one-half miles are on
concrete highway snd six-tenths of a mile on esrth rosd. Resilents
of this tract would save over two miles in distance on eack round
trip to Santa Rosa and also considersble travel on macadam snd earth
roads if the proposed cfossing were o:mhod.

Testimony offered shows that from 13 to 25 families own
land that would bes henefitited by the opening of the crossing, sltho
only sbout four to six families sre now living on lands in the
vicinity of the crossing. The lack of residents in this tract is
probebly due to the lack of proper roads. The lapd was sold off in
smell parcels before the rosds were improved. As the soil is e heavy

adobe the roads arec almost impassable in winter. Testimony shows




thet 1t has been the policy of the County Supervisors to refuse t¢
improve the north exnd south roads in the tract except the main Stony
Point County Rozd, and to improve the east and west roads qﬁly when
the property holders had bVeen willing and sble to pay for half of
the improvement. This policy has held back tThe development of thie
section. The discrimination in Lavor of east and west roads sgainst
north and south roads has further compliceted matters by bringling
travel uwp to the railroad right-of-way where grade croscingse are re-
gquired unless diverting routes are installed, whereas the Smprovement
of through north ard south roads might have relieved the situation
without the necessity of sdditionel grade crossings over the railroad,

Testimoxny by dPunsiness men of Sants Rosa shows that the
crossing applied for would allow them to serve the resideants west
of the proposed crossing. At the present time they are not reach-
ing those residents dme to tThe poor condition of the rosds. The
County bhas sgreed to pay one-kalX of the costs of improving this
road 3in case the crossing is opened to traffic end the property
owners have slready set aside the necessary funde to pay their por-
tion of the cost of improvement. They ﬁave slresdy varvislly graded
the portion of the rosd detween the railroad and the highwey after
having purchased the right of way end deecded it to the coumnty,

Tre Northwemtern Pacific Reilroad Company obdjected to
the opening of the crossing as sn =2dditionsl hazard and claimed thet

other means of ingress snd egress to the subdivision west of the

railroad could be constructed which would do eway with the necessity
of opening any sdditional croseings. UYhe railrosd compeny claims
this could bde accompiished by extending the existing road near Wil-
fred parsllel with an adjacent to its westerly right-of-way line

ag far north as Todd Lane., They elso suggested an alterrvate plan
of extending the first north axd soutk rosd %o the west of the reil-
road about 2600 feet ~o Todd Lepe. Mais rosd slready extends abdbout
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1300 foot north of Sconic Avonuo. Witness Zor spplicant ctated
that the right-of-way for the latter roasd oxteonsion would cost sbout
51000, and as the dropervy owzoers slong Scexic Avenune had elresdy
epent o good deal of money in acquiring s right-of-woy east 02 the
rellroed and in improvirg Scenic Avenune, they corld not afford to
purchose sn additionsl right-of-way 2600 feet long for either of
the proposed roads,

The Commission's Engineer endorsed the idea of extend-

ixg the first north cund south road west of the railrosd northerly

to Todd Lare if such 2 vlan were firancially feasible, The present

crossing at Wilfred 12 connectod with Scemic Avenue by s road parallel
and edjacent To the railroad or the west as proposed by the xail~
road Company he considered would present a serious hazard to those
who wounld use the proposed crossing,.as traveleres on the parallel
road have their backs to south bound trains and on turning into
the State Highway at Wilfred thru an acute angle and up a steep grade
0L approsach have to watech out for automobile travel as well as
rallroad trains as the State Highway crosses the railrosd ot the
sane point. The present crossing is in open country with Scenic
Avenne approaching the railrosd apvroximately at right angles,
Although the Commiegcesior doces8 not ordinarily favor the
irstallation of new crossings where other moans of travel are
possible, on account of the additional hazard created,careful con-
sideration of all the testimony in this case leads to the conclu-
slon that a8dditional hazard offered by the opening of this croce-
irg is more than offeet by the public converience and necessity of
its installation end, therefore, thic aspplication chould be grented.

The following form of Order is recommended:




The Board of Supervicors of the County of Soromas, State
of California, having £iled an spplication with this Commission a6k~
ing for authorlity to comstruct a public roed lnown as Scenic Avame
at grade across the tracks of the Northwestern Pacific Railroad
Company at Zugineers Station 2527457, a pubdlic hearing having been
held, the matter having been submitted and ready for decicion snd
the Commission being of the opiniozn that this applicstion shouldbde
granted..subject %0 the conditions hereinsfter specified,

THEREFORE, IT IS EERTBY ORDEZRED, that yermission and
authority be and it is hereby grented to the Board of Supervisors
of the County of Sonomsa, Stete of Californis, to comstrmct & pudlic
rosd known s Scenic Averme at grade acrocs the tracks of the Narth~
wosters Pacific Rallrosd at Engineers Station 2527+-57 &s shown by
the map attached to the application, soid crossing to be constructed
sublect to the fLollowing conditions, namely:

(1) The entire expense of comstracting the crossing
shall be borne by applicant. The cost of its maintensnce we to
1ines.two (2) feet outside of the outside rails shall be borne dy
spplicent., The maintensnce o2 thet portion of the croscings between
lines two (2) feet outside of the outside ralls shall be borme by
the Northwestern Pecific Reilroad Company.

(2) The crossing skall be constructed of s widtk not
less than twenty-four (24) feet and et sn angle of apvroximately
seventy-five degrees to the reilroad and with grades of approach not

greater than two (2) per cent; skall be protected dy o suitable

crogsing sign and shall in every way be made safe for the passage

thereon o vehicles end other road traffie,

| (3) Appliceant shall, witkin thirty (30) deys thereafter,
notify this Commission, in writing, ¢of the completion o the in-
stellation of said crossing.




(4) If caid erossing shull not have been installed with-
in one yesx from the dete of this order, the authorization herein
grented chall then lapse and bevome vold, unless further time is
granted by subsequent order,

(5) The Commission ressrves the right to meke such
further orders relative to the locetion, construction, operation,
nalntenance and vrotection of said crossing as 10 it may seem right
and proper, and %O revoke i%s vpermission if, in its Judgment, the
public convenience and necessity demand such action.

This order skall become e2fective three (3) days from
the making thereof,

The foregoing Opinion and Order are heredby approved and
ordered filed ss the Opinion and Order of the Railroad Commission of

the State of Californie. -

Dated at San Frand sco, California, thie 9\} AJ

dey of May, L9%24.




