
Deoision No. /2'h ~O 
BEFOBE ~EE :RAIL:aO:J) COUMISSION O~ THE STl.TE OF CAI..I.~~N 

-000-

In the matter o~ the application o~ ) 
City o~ compton ~or a permit to crose ) 
the tracks of the Southern Pacific ) 
Railroad Compe.~ between the lines o~ ) 
Palmer ATenue· (sometimes known as Tere-) Application No. 9845. 
binth Street) extended acrose the tracks) 
of the said Southern Pacific Railroad ) 
Company in the 01 ty ot Compton. ) 

A. C. Cooney, City Attorney,and 

Fr~erickl! &: :Eta.xme. and Charles w. r.,-on, for Applicant. 

F. W. Mielke and. J. P. Edwards for Southern Pacific. 
Compe:rxy. 

BY TE! COMMISSION: 

OPINION ..... ----_ .... -

The City of Compton, in this application, asks permis­

sion to oonstruot PSolmer Avenue, also known as Terebinth. street; 

across the tra.cks of the San Pedro :Bra.nch of SoutherD. Pa.cific 

Company. 

A public heariDg was held on this application at compton 

on April 4, 1924, before Examiner Williams. 

The obj ect of the Oi ty of compton in opeIl1Dg up Palmer 

Avenue aoroSs the Southem Pacific right of way to Alemed& Street 

1s twofold. The city believes that the o,en1ng of a broa.d tho~ 

oughfare close to and parsJ.le-l with Main street from iUamede. Street 

to Long Beach Bouleva.rd. will reJ.1eve the congeation in traffic 

wh1cl:. now occurs a.t the crossiIlg of Main Street w1.th AJ.e.meda Str&et 

and the Southern Pacific tracks, and. tha.t it Will also be 8. ma.tt~ 

of great convenience to those p&ople reSiding ea.st of the Southern 



Paci!i0 tracks and north of Main Street. 

The City of Compton has been grow1Dg rapidly dUl'1ng the 

past,two yeara. ~here are three improved ~d one ~improved cross­

ings over the Sou.thern Pa.cific tracks Within the c1t:v limits on the 

folloWing east and west streets; Orange Street, Main Street, Laurel 

Street and Olive Street. Orange Street is about one-quarter of a 

mile south of the north oi ty lim1 ts; Lle.1n Street is one-halt mil. 

south of Orange Street, and Olive street is one-half mile south 

of Main street. The Laurel Street orossillg, wb1ch is open but 'QII.­

improved is about 675 feet south of Main Street. compton Avenue 1s 

a north and south highw8.Y' on the west side of Compton. Alameda 

Street, a north and south street parallel with and adjacent to 

the westerly right of way line of the Southern Pacifi0, ruD8 through 

the center of the 01 t;r s.nd is on the route of the Harbor Truck 

BouJ.evs.rd. LODg Beach :souleTe.X'd xuns north &.llcl. south eJ.oXlg the 

easterly city limits of compton. 

At the present time all through traffic through compton 

between compton Avenue or Alameda Street and. Long Beach BouJ.evard 

moves Via MA1n Street whieh is the most southerly ~proved street 

oonneotiDg these north and south arter1es. Ora.nge street haa oIlJ.y 

recently been paved and through traffiC has not yet become accus-

tomed to this additional route. Some traffio eo't2J.d undoubtedly 

be diverted here by properl:v :posted signs. 

Main Street is the 1=,rine1pal business street of Compton 

espeoially in the Vicinity of Alameda Street. Local traffic park­

ing in this section adds to the congestion. The intersection o~ 

Alameda Street and Main Street on a.ccount of its prox1.m1 tyto: -the: 

Main Street croes1ng of the southern Pa.c1fic traCks and the sta­

tion a.dds to the ha.zards of the crossillg end to the oo:ogeat1on 

duriIlg the peak hours o! tra.vel wbich occurs between four and a1X 
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in tho ~ornoon9 aa a freight train gonorel11 GW1toho~ i~ this 

vic1n1ty during a part o~ this period. Witnesses testified that 

blocked traffic sometimes extended from one hundred feet to two 

blocks from the intersection of I~n and 'uameda streets'. 

The distriot between Main Street and Orange Street east 

of the Southern Pao1fic tracks has been developing as a residential 

section and now oontains in the neighborhood of two hundred homes. 

~e distance between the Orange and Main street cross1ngs 1a 2650 

feet. An additional crossing wonld be a convenience to the resi­

dents of this district. Palmer ~venue is chosen by &ppl1c~t &S 

the street for this purpose, as it is eighty feet wid.e between pro­

perty lines and f1fty-8ix feet wide between curbs a8 compared to a 

Width between property lines of forty feet at Elm Street, the onl7 

other east and west street between Main and Orange Streets. ~ 

Street 1& only fifty-seven feet wide: between property lines s:ad 

thirty-four f~et wide between eurb~ east of the railroad tracks. 

Elm street is about 930 feet south of Orauge Street and about 1710 

~eet north of Main street and weald, therefore, not tend to relieve 

tra.ffic cond.1 tio:c.s a.t Ma,in street to the same extent aa PaJ.mer Ave­

nue which is onl.y' 850 feet north of Main street • 

.bot the time of the filing of this applioation, Palmer AV&-

nue did not extend the full distance from the Southern Pacific right­

ot way to Long BeaCh Bou1evar~. Rowever, the city has sinoe aoqUired 

the neoessary land to eo.mplete the street between these points. 

Southern Pacific Comp&n1 objeoted to the installation o~ 

a orossing at Palmer Avenue as an additional hazard. ~ey are of 

the op1n1on tha.t OrBllg& Street shoUld be used to d1 vert trS£1:1c fl"Om 

l£a1n Street in preference to openiDg an add.itional. cross1Dg. ~.art1-, 

mo~ shows that long freight trains Will bloCk the orossing at Pal­

mer Avenue when the crossiIlg a.t :Ma.1n Street is blocked. but this Will 

only happen ocoasionally in the caae of very lODg trains. 
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Tho r&11road oompany proposed tho oonstruotion o~ & 

street sixty fee-t wide parallel with and adjaoent to its easterly 

right o~ wa~ line, rttnning from Main Street to Or~e street. The 

oompnny olaimod that this etreet would ro11e~e tho traftio condi­

tions and serve the residents of the s:,ection eaat of the tracks. 

The company also claimed tha.t as this was a. residential section 

the usual objection to the installation of roads parallel With snd 

adjaoent to the right of way in industrial districts on account 

of spur track installations across the road would not hold. Appli­

cant testified that the proposed. road was unneoessary' as Rose ,Ave­

nue, which is about four h'tllldred to fi vo hundred and fiftY' 1:eet 

east of the tracks and. %earlY' parallel thereto, would serve the same 

p~ose. As the Southern Pacific Comp~ did not offer to donate 

the right of way for such a street or to pay any portion of the costs 

of moV1:cg the buildillgs of the Los A:cgelee. CO\Ult:r R1ghw&'Y Mainte­

nance station. adoption of the plsn does not appear at all probable. 

~e railroad. compa.ny submitted a traffio check of travel 
\ 

at Alsmeda and ~n streets trom 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on April 2~ 

1924: 
~ough tre.:tfio north aDd south 

on Alameda street. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2846 or 23"1 
per hour 

Thro'llgh trs.ff1e north and south 
on Alameda. street but tu:rn1ng a.eross 
traCks at Main street or ~rom ~ 
Street into Alameda Street • • • • • • • • • 4439 or 370 

per hour 

~otzgh traffic east and. west on Main 
Street acrosS traek8 • • • • . • • . . . . . 3933 or 328 

per hour 

Total. • • • • • • • • . . . • 93S per hour 

~raff1c across tracks. • • • • 698 per hour 

Train movements which are exolusively freight, were giv«n 

~rom the oarrier's t~ Sheets from March 24th to MarCh 30~ in­

o~'\1.B1'Ve ond show an average of nine trains 8. d.ay. Trat'fio CO'ttllta: 
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taken by appli~e.nt on ..lp%'11 11th to 13th, inolusi 'V'~, and j oint17 

by applioant and Souther.n Paoific Company on ~pr1l 25th to 27th, 

inolusive, are as follows: 

!l.p:ril 1924 

. !!5th 26'fli 21th: nth th 13th ---- ~ -- -.-- .............. 
1. North &: south on 

'usmeda. Street. · • • 22.7'1 22.56 3540 2326 2311 3954 

2. llameda st. to East 
MAin & Vioe versa •• • . · 2726 265'1 3690 1288 1288 225'1 

3. Bast Be west on Ui.e.1n. 
street. • • • • • • • • • 6513 6465 8',)04 7020 6606 9512 

4. J..lameda to west lZo.in 
Street and Vioe versa •• • 2714 2881 2837 2576 2627 2837 

Southern Paoifio traffic item of vehiole8 from Alameda Street into 

Main street probably includes trs.:f':e1c . into West 1:s.1n street as this 

i ~em i8 oomparable with a:pp11 0 ant r s and the jOint ootm.t o~ when 

Items 2 and 4 are totsJ.ed. in these two counts. These traffic co'trD.'ts 

also show tha.t traffio is blocked at Main a%ld llameda Streets fl:om 

three to seven times a day. 

It would appear that an automati0 flagman will be nece8-

'sar,y ~or t~e protection of the Palmer AVenn& crossing if the orOSB­

ing is opened. Giving full oonsideration to the teetimony and to 

the exhibita filed in this prooeeding it appears that the best in­

terests ot the ~ub11c would be best served b~ the granting ot this 

application subject to oerta1n conditions. 

ORDER --.----

City of Compton having applied ~or permission to construct 

Palmer Avenue at grade aoross the tracks o:f Southem P~oi:fiC Co~, 

s. publi0 hea.:rill8 ha.Ving been held, the CommiSSion 'being apprised o'! 

the facts, the matter be1Xlg under 8ub:l1s810n and rea.clY' for de01sio~ 

- 5 -



It is herebf ~ound as a fact that public oonvenience and 

n&cos~ity reqUire the establishmont of a public orossing at grade 

at the pOint hereinafter specified. 

I~ IS HE3$BY O~, that permission be and it is hereb7 

granted the City of compton, Los ADge~es county, State of California, 

to construct ~a.J.m.er A.venue, also known a.s Terebinth street, at gra.de­

aoross the tracks of Southern Pacific Comp~ at tho looation dea­

eribed as follows: 

Beg1Dn1ng at a point on the ~sterly right of way 
line of the southern Pacific Company where same is inter­
sected by the southerly line of Palmer Avenne produoed 
westerly, thenoe northerly eighty (SO) feet more or loss 
to a pOint &lao on said right o~ way line; thenc~ easterly 
ono hundred (100) feet more or lese to a point on the 
easterly right of way line of the Southern Pacific Com­
panyt thence southerly eighty (SO) feet more or less to a 
po1n~ on the ~e r~ht of way line, thence westerly ono 
hundred (100) feet mOre o~ less to the point of begin­
n11lg. 

All of the above as Shown on the map attached to the appli­

cation, said crossing to be constructed subjeot to the folloWing con­

d1 tiona, and not otherwise: 

(1) Sa.id. orossing shall not be installed until PaJ.m.er 

Avema.e 18 paved :from the Southern Pa.cific right of waY' to Long 

Beaoh Boulevard tor full Width between curbS. 

(2) The entire ~nse of constru.ct1ng the cro38i:Og shall 

be borne by applioant. The cost of 1 ts me.1ntenanoe up to lines two 

(2) feet outaide ot the outside rails ahall be borne by al>p11oant. 

!he maintenance o! that portion ot the orossing between lines two 

(2) feet outside of the outside rails shaJ.l be borne by Southern 

Pacific Compnny. 

(3) ~e cross1Dg shall be oonstruoted ot a Width not 

less than fifty-six (56) teet and at an angle of appro:dJD8.tel.:r 

n1nety (90) degrees to the raill"?a.d a.Dd with grades of a.pproach 

not greater than five and one-half per cent; shall be proteoted by 



an automatic :nagman and by a suitable crossing Sign .and shall in 

ever,y wa7 be made saf~ for the ~assage thereon of vehicles and other 

rOM traffic. Sidewalks and cros:siIlgs shall sJ.so be installed on 

'each side of the crossing roa.dway. 

(4) Automatic fiagma.n shall be 1nstaJ.led at the expense 

of applioant and thereafter mainta.ined at the expense of the Southern 

Pacific Comp~. 

(5) Applioant shall. within thirty (30) days thereafter. 

noti~ this COmci8s1on. in writing, of the completion of the 1ustal­

lation of said crossing. 

( 6 ) If aa.1cl ctoss1ng shall not have been installed W1 th­

in one year from the date of this order, the authorization herein 

granted Shall then lapse and become void, unless further time 18 

granted by subsequent order. 

Ct) The Commission reserve. the right to make such fur-

ther orders relative to the location, construction. operation, 

maintenance. and protection of said orossing s.s to 1 t may seem 

right and proper and to revoke its permission if, in its judg­

ment, the public oonvenience and necessity demand ~eh action. 

This order shall become effective three (3) day8 from 

the making thereof. 

Dated at San Franc1sco, CalifOrnia., thia 

of Me:y, 1924. 
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