Decision No. ( zé 30

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COIMXSSION OF THEZ STATE OF CAL

=000~

In the matter of the application of
City of Compton for a permit to crosz
the tracks of the Southern Pacific
Railrosd Compeny between the lines of
Palmer Averume (sometimes known as Tere-
pinth Street) extended across the tracks
of the said Soutkhern Peacific Rallroed
Company in the City of Compton.

Application No. 9845.
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A. C. Cooney, City Attorney,and
Frodericks & Jarms snd Charles W. Iyon, for Applicante

Pe W. Mielke snd J. P. Edwards for Southern Pacific
Company.

BY TES COMMISSION:

OPINIOX

The City of Compton, in this application, asks pemié-

glon to construct Pslmer Avenue, also known as Terebinth Street,
scrosa the tracks of the San Pedro Branch of Soutkerr Pacifie
compdlye

4 public hearing was held on thise applicetion at Compton
on April 4, 1924, before Examiner willisms.

The object of the City of Compton in opening up Palmer
Avenue across the Southern Pacific right of way to Alameda Street
18 twofolde The city believes that the opening of a broad thor-
ovghfare close to and psrallel with Yain Street from Alamede Street
to Lovg Beach Bowlevard will relieve the congeation in traffic
whick now oocuxs at the crossirg of MNain Street with ilemeds Street
and the Southern Pascific tracks, apd that it will also be a matter
of great converience to Those poople residing east of the Southernm

-] - 222




Pacific tracks and rorth of liain Street.

The City of Compton ras been growirg rapidly during the
past two yearse There are three inproved and one unimproved cross-
ings over the Southerm Pacific tracks within the city limits on the
following east and west streets; Orange Street, lxin Street, Laurel
Street and Olive Street. Orange Street is about one-guerter of a
mile south of the north city limits; lain Street is one~half mile
soutk of Orenge Street, and Clive Street is one=kalf mile south
of Main Street. The Laurel Street crossing, which 1s open but un-
improved is about 675 feet gouth of Ilain Street. Compton Avenue 18
a north and south highway on the west side of Comptron. Alameda
Street, & north and south street parallel with and adjacent to
the westerly right of wey line of the Southern Pacific, runs through
the center of the city and is on the route of the Harbor Truck
Boulevard. Long Beach Bouleverd runs north and south along the
easterly city limits of Compton.

At the present time sll through traffic through Compton

between Compton Averme or Alsmede Street and Long Beach Boulevard

moves vis Main Street whick is the most southerly improved street
connecting these north and somtk arteries. Orange Street has orly
recently been paved and through traffic ham not yet become accus=
tomed to this additional route. Some traffic could undoubtedly
pe diverted here by properly posted signse

Yein Street is the yrincipal business street of Compton
especially iz the vicinity of ilameds Street. Locel traffic park-
ing in this section adds to the congestion. The interseciion of
Alemeda Street and lain Street on account of its proximity to: ‘the
Madin Street crossing of the Southern Pacific tracks and the sta-
tion adds to the hazards of the crossing and to the congqstion
during the pesk hours of travel which occurs between four and six




in tho aftornoon, as & fLreight train gonorally owitohes in this
vicinity during a pext of this periocd. VWitnesses testified that

blocked traffic sometimes extended from one hundred feet to two

blocks from the intersection of laln and Alameds Streetsce

The district between Lain Street and Orange Street east \
of the Southern Pacific tracks has been developing as & residential
gesction and now containg in the neighborhood of two hundred homese
The distance between the Orange and Main Street crossings is 2650
feet.s in a@ditional crossing would be a convenience to the resi-
dents of this district. Palmer Avemwe 18 chosen by spplicsnt as
the street for this purpose, a8 it is eighty feet wide between pro-
perty lines and fLifty-gix feet wide between curbs a8 compared to a
width between property lines of forty feet at Elm Street, the only
other east and west street between liain and Orange Streets. Lain
Street 15 only Lifty-seven feet wide between property lines and
thirty-four f£eet wide between curbs, east of the rallroad tracks.
®1m Street is about 930 feet south of Orange Street and about 1710
feet north of Main Street and would, therefore, not tend to relieve
trafflic coﬁditions at Uain Street to the same extent ag Palmer Ave-
nue which is only 850 feet north of Liain Street,

AT the time of the Ffiling of this application, Palmer Ave-
yme did not extend the full distance from the Southern Pacific right-
of way t0 Long Beach Boulevard, However, the city has since acquired
the necessary land to complete the strect between these points.

Southern Pacific Company objected to the installation of
a crossing at Palmer Avemwe a3 an additionsl hazerd. They are of
the opinion that Orange Street should be used To divert traffic from
¥ain Street in preference to opening an additionsl crossing. Togti-
mory Shows that long freight trainms will block the crossing at Pal-
mer Avenue when the crossing at Msin Street is dlocked, but this will
orly happen occasionelly in the case of very long trainse
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The railrosd company proposed the construction of a
street sixty feet wide parallel with amd adjacent to its easterly
right of wey line, rumning from Main Street to Orange Street. The
compony claimoed that this street would relleve the traffic condi-
tions and serve the residents of the section east of the tracks.

The company also claimed that as this was & residential section

tne ugual odjection to the installation of roads perallel with snd
adjacent to the right of way in industrisl districta on account

of spur track installations across the rosd would not hold. Appli-
cant testified that the proposed rosd was uUnnecessary a8 Rose Ave~-
nee, which is about four hundred to five hundred and f£ifty feet

east of the tracks sand rparly parallel thereio, wounld serve the same
purpose. As the Southern Pacific Compeny did not offer to donate
the right of way for such & gtreet or to pay eny portion of the costs
of moving the buildings of the Los Avgeles County Highway Mainte-
nance Station, adoPtioﬁ of the plan does not sppesr &t all probable.

The railroad. company submitted a traffic check of travel

st Mameds spd Main Streets from 6:00 s.m. to 6:00 p.m. on April 2,
1924

Through traffic north and sonth
on Alameds Streede « o « o o s o o 2845 or 237
per hour

Through traffic north and south
on Alameds Street but turning acroas
tracks at Main Street or from Main
Street into Alamede Street . . .+ o o 4439 or 370
per hour

Through treffic east and west on Main

Street across Tracks8 . o« o & o o o o 3933 or 328
pexr hour

Mot8Le o « » o o o o o + o o » 935 per hour
rraffic across tracks. . . . . 698 per hour
Train movements which are exclusively freight, were given
#rom the carrier's train sheets from lMarch 24th to March 30, in-

clusive ond show an average of nine trains & day. Traffic comuism
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taken by applicent om lpril 1lth to 13th, inclusive, and Jointly
by spplicant and Southerm Pacific Compsny on ipril 25th to 27th,

inclusive, are ag follows:

April 1924
Joint :
Count:’ by Apyp'¥P.:

& Southern Pacific Agglicant
North & south on

Llameda Streete . . . . 2277 2256 3540 2326 2311 3954

Alameda St. %o Zast
iain & vice versa.. . . 2726 2657 3690 1288 1288 2257

Bast & west on lain.
Streete « ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o 6513 6465 8004 7020 6606 9512

Alameda to West Main

Street and vice versg.. . 2714 2881 2837 2576 2627 2837
Southern Pacific traffic item of vehiclees from ilameds Street into
Vain Street probably includes traffic into West lLiain Street as this
item ia comparable with spplicant’s and the joint cownt only when
Ttems 2 snd 4 are totaled in these two counts. These traffic counts
also show that traffic is blocked at Mairn and ilameda Streets from
three to seven times a day.

I+ would appear that sn automatic flagman will be neces=-

‘sary for the protection of the RPalmex averme crosging if the cross~
ing is openede Giving full concideration to the testimony and to
the exhidbite filed in this proceeding it eppears that the best in-
terests of the public would be best served by the granting of this
epplication subject to certain conditionse

¢city of Compton having applied for permission to constrmet
Palmer Averue 8%t grade scross the tracks of Southern Pacific Company,
& public nearing having been held, the Commicsion being apprised of

the facts, the matter deing under submiasion and ready for decision,
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It 18 hereby found as a fact that public convenience and

necossity require the establishment of a public orossing at grade
at the point herelnafter specified,

IT IS EERSBY ORDERED, thst permission be arnd it is heredy
granted the City of Compton, Los Angeles County, State of Californie,
to construct Palmer Avenue, also kmown as Teredinth Street, at grade
80r088 the tracks of Southern Pacific Company at the location des-
crived as follows:

Beginning at a point on the westerly right of way

line of the Southern Pacific Company where same 18 inter-
gsected by the southerly line of Palmer Avenue produced
westerly, thence northerly eighty (80) feot more or less
to & point also on said right of way line; thence easterly
one hundred (100) feet more or lesc to & point orn the
easterly right of way line of the Southern Pacific Com-
pany, thence southerly eighty (80) feet more or less to a

oin£ on the seme right of way line, thence wasterly one
hundred (100) feet more or less to the point of begin-
2inge

All of the sbove e&s shown on the map attached to the appli-
cation, 8aid crosaing to be comstructed subJect to the following con-
ditions, and not otherwise:

(1) Said orossing shall not be irstslled until Palmer
Avemue 15 paved from the 3outhern Paclific right of way to Long
Besoch Boulevard for full width between curbse

(2) The entire expense of constructing the crossing shall
be borpe by applicant. The cost of its meintensuce up to lines two
(2) feet outside of the outside rails shall be borme by applicante

The maintenmsmce of that portion of the crossing between lines two

(2) feet outside of the outside rails shall be borme by Southern

Pacific Companye
(3) The crossing shall be constructed of a width not

less than Lifty-six (56) Zeet snd at an angle of approximately
ninety (90) degrees to the railrocad and with grades of approach
not grester than five and one-half per cent; shall bPe protected dy
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an automatic flagman and by & suitable crossing sign .and shall in
every way be made ssfe for the nassage ithereon of vehicles and othex
road traffice Sidewalks and crossings shall also be installed on
‘oach side of the crossing roadway.

(4) Ziutomatic flagman shall be installed at the expense

of applicant and thereafter maintained st the expense of the Southern

Pacific Company. ,

(5) Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days thereafter,
notify this Commission, in writing, of the completion of the lnstal-
lation of sald crossinge.

(6) If said crossing shall not have been instslled with-
in ore year from the date of this order, the suthorization herein
granted shall then lapse and become void, unless forther time is
granted by subsequent ordere

(T) fThe Commission reserves the right to mske such fur-
ther orders relative to the location, counstrumetlion, operation,
meintenance, and protection of said crossing as to it may seem
right and proper and to revoke its pernission if, in ite judg-
ment, the public canvenience and necessity demend such action.

This order shall become effective three (3) layes from
the making thereof. ‘

Dated at San Francisco, California, ﬁhia _zc;nﬁi‘ day

of May, 1924,
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