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In the Matter of tae Application )

0f Pacific Zlectric Railway Com=- )

pany ©to abandon passenger cervice )
on Sente Monica Alr Iine from ) Application No. 974:2.

)

)

Colorado Street, Sants Lonica to
end of line. '

Frenk Kerr and C. 7. Cormell, by C. Vo Cormell for
applicant.

Chester L. Coffin, for the City ol Sante lionicea.

J. Challen Smith, Zor the Chamber of Commerce of
the City of Sawtelle.

Chas. E. Scott, for the Pacific Palissdes Ascociation.
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This ig an applicetion by Pacific Eleetric Railway
Compeny acking autzority to abandon passenger service on the
Sante Monies iir Line from Colorado Street iz the City of Sentas
Monice northwesterly to the end of said line.

A public nearing was held in this epplication at Los
Angeles on Lisrck 24, 1924.

The line of railrosd whicn it is rerein sought to abandon
service is a portion of the so-called "Santa lionica Alr Line™ origin-
elly constructed by the Southern Eacific Reilroad from Los Aﬁgeles
through Santa ionics to & whorf Jmown ac Port Los Angeloc. Thie
line of railrosd is now leased %o Pacifié Tlectric Reilway and on
the portion thereof extending £rom Colorado Street in the City of

sante lonica nortawesterly along the beack to trze present tcrminue

of 4tne line, o disteance oI approximetely two miles, sexvico iIs given

by means 0f & oxe maxn Street car operated betwoen the Lours of




7:45 A.l. and 6:00 P.l. on & forty-five minute hesdwsy.

Lpplicent stetes that some time ago tho State Zighway
Commigeion wae awarlded,in & condemnatlon proceeding, a certain portion

of the right of way of this linec along thre beach under & Judgment whoeroe—

by the Highway Commissior is reguired %o pay fq: the reconstruction of

the railroed track in a position o few foet inlend fram its former
location. Ircident to this relocation both the EHighway Commission
and the railrosd contemplated the construction of certain grade cross-
ings. Applicetion for permission to0 construct these grade crossings hes
beon denied and trere has beex a rekearing on that matter (applica-
tion No. 9074). The grade crossimg proceeding is now belore the
Commicsion wnder suwbmission on thst rehearing.

It is contended by the applicant that at the present time
this line is opercted st & substuntial loss snd that sbandoament of
service on thic line was dosired for the double purpose of eliminat-
ing this loss and at the same time vemoving tho hazard at the proposed

grade crossing. It is the deslre ol tho company to construct the
treck 25 consemplated in its Applicetion No. 9074 and operate thereover

one car in each direction daily for the purpose of retaining 1ts
franchise and right of way rigats. Considerable tectimony was iatro-
dneed to show that the territory immediately beyond the northwesterly
terminus of the Santa Monlce Air Line had the possibility of develop-
ing to such en extent tnsil importaat transportation service might in
the future be needed.

The City of Santa Monics opposes the granting of the
application for the abandomment of service contending that the terri-
tory is at thic time developing ond reguires & reasonable transporta-
tion service. The City further contends thoet if this service is not
to be given on the reilroed, it je the city's desire to have the entire
railrosd abandoned and the right of way theiefo: made available for
condemnation Lfor highway prrposes in order thet more adeguate rhighwey

transportation may be provided. The applicant introduced statements




showing thaet tihe totel operating revenue fLrom February 1923 to
Decexmber 1923, inclusive, amounted to $866.94, whilé the cost of
power slone for the opersiion of the line smounted to $836.45 and the
wages of crows amowntod to y2,060.89. It thus eppecrs that those two
items alone without taking into consideretion any maintenance or mis-
cellaneous expense amounts to more than three times the earnings of

the line. It ig estimated that total net saving that would result
to the company by reducing the service from the present schedule to
one car each way 2 day would smount to approximetely $2,400.
Pestimony indicates tzat there hes recently been & sub-
stantisl growth ond developmont along the Territory a&jaécnt to this
1ine. This development, Zor the most part, has taken place slong
the veach betweon Colorado Street and the mouth of Santa lonica
Canyon, or in the immediate vicinity oX Sente Lonica Canyon. In fact,
1t is reasonable %0 believe that the territory served by this line
1s juet now on the verge of reaching that stage of development that

will justify cloctric xasilway sexvice.
Subsequent to the hearing the company f£iled a statement

indicating its willingness to continue hourly sexvice as far as the

mouth of the Ssnta onice Canyon for a six month period as 2 fuxrther

trisl. It appears that is & proper course Ior the company To

pursue. Authority therefore should be given To sbandon regular
service on that portion of the line from the mouth of the Santa lonica
Cenyon to ite northerly terminus, but permission to abapdon service on
the remainder of the line at this time shouwld de denied.

The following form of order is recommended.

vacific Slectric Railway Company aaving filed an appylica-
tion for pormission to abendon service on that portion of the Santa
vopica Alr Line from Colorado Street, Santa Monice, 0 the northerly
erd of i4s line, & public hearing having been held, the Commission

being opprised of tkhe facts, the matter being mnder submission and
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ready for decision,

IN IS ESRESY ORDERED, thaet Pacific Electric Rsilway
Company be end it is heroby authorized to abandom regular service
on that portion omly of the Sante lfonica Alr line hetween Center
Stroet and the nortawesterly terminus of said line.

IT IS ESRERY FURTESR ORDERED, that that portion of the
application reguesting suthority to sbendon service between Colorado
Street, in the City of Sante llonica, and Center Stréet, (at Santa
Monice Canyon) in the Coun¥yof Los ingeles, be and it is hereby
denied.

The foregoing Opinion and Order are heredy approved and
ordered filed as the Opinion and Ordexr of the Railroad Commlssion
o2 the State of California.

Dated at San Irancisce, Califernia, this aﬂ,day of

Tane, 1924.
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