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Decision No. 15 é

22P0R2 TEE RATIILRCAD COLZIISSION ¢F THE STATE OF CALIFOZNTA

MM
In the matter of the applicetion of Lj?fh 3 A
Pocific Electric Railway Company for Qu/ iy ujﬂ i

authority to cross at grade Terrace

Drive, ezt Chavnel Road and Conter )
Street, pablic bighways in the Comnty )  APPLICATICN NO. 9074.
of Los Angeles, State of Califorrnis. )

Prank Kurr sand 2. W. Correll for Aprlicant.

S.V. Cortelyon, Zor California Eighway Commission.
7.%Z. Sast, for futomobile Club of Southern California.
Roy W. Dowds, for Board of Supervisors of Los Angeles

County sud Los Angeles County Reglonal Plenning
Commigsion. A

Chas. Z. Scott, for Pacific Palisades Association.

WEITTLISZY, COMLISSIONER:

QRINION ON REIEARING

The above metter is agsin before the Commission upon
the petition of the spplicant for & rehearing for the purpose of
presenting further evidence and argument in support of the grant-
ing of the application.

A rehearing on this matter was held in Santa Monioa on
January 2, 1924,

At this rehearing considerable testimony wes introdnced

to show a possidble future necessity for railroad service to the

territory northwesterly from the nroposed crossing in the viocinity

of the Sants Monics Canyor. It &ppe ars that the Pacific Pali-
sades Assoclation as acquired & tract of land containing 1926

acres, situated for the most part on the high ground to the north
of Santa Monica Canyon and plans to develop thereon both & perma-
nent residertisl community and extensive recresational facilities,

This organization has planned a Chautanqus Anditorium with &8 seat-~
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ing cavacity of ten thousnnd where it is expected to hold Chautau-
qua conventions and other gathorings which will attract large num-
bers of people from Los Angeles and other communities. The Associse
tion owns six thousand feet of beach frontage of & similar character
to the beach frontage now being intensely developed to the south of
Santa lonice Canyon.

The present yopulation of the Pacific Palisades distrist
is approximately £ive hundred but the representative of the Pacific
Pallsades Assoclation estimated that within ten yesrs this territo-
ry will have a population of twenty-five thousand. At the present
time transportation is given to this district by means of busses ;nx
if the community develops as anticipated by its a?onsora it 1is urgeq
that some form oX mass transportation will be necessary. The pre=-
sillent of the Pacific Associstion expressed the opinion that suck
massed transportation when required should be given by extending the
line of railrosd now existing along the beach northerly from Sants
Yonice up the beach to Temescal Canyon snd thence into the Palissdes
property. EHe indicated that he would prefer that this line be ex~
tendod with as few grade orosgings as vossidle but that rather than

8ee the Line entirely sbandoned north of Santa Monice Canyon and

forther transportation for his distriet Jeopardized, he was desirous

that the petitlon of the rallroad for the comstruction of these grade
orossings be authorized.

Tre Pacific Zlectric Rallway presented evidence to the
effect that if that portion oZ the line north of Santa Monica Can-
yon were abandoned and service thereover'discontinued,certain parcels
of the right-of-way were subject to forfeiture and reversion. Appli-
cant contended that,although the present traffic would not Juetity

the exvending of any considerable amounts of money such as would be

involved in the construotion of sn overgrade crossing, it did desire




to preserve its rights for the overation of a railroad in view of
the possidility of future tralfic requirements justifying an ex-
tonsion of ;his line.

It is, of course, not the comstructicn of a grade oross-
ing but the hazard resulting from the operation of trains there-
.over that is the basis or the resl objection to grade orossings. In
this case it appears from the evidence that & plan may be worked
out whoeredby the rightsof the company and the future interests of the
public for transportation may ve protected dy the construction of
the grade crossings as desired with certsin limitations as to the
overation thereover for the time being; that there is dut little
necessity at the present time for the operation of traine rorth of
Santa Monica Canyon and also that there is s possibility lster
developments in the section adjacent to this proposed railroad will
be such that & substantial amount ¢f high speed railroad transporta-
tion will be required. It would not c¢cost 2any more to separste the
grades at some time im the future when traffic reouirements demend
this additional treansportation than it would cost to construct the

viaduct to vrovide for a sevaration of grades at this time.

Under these circumstances it apvears vrover that the
application of the railroad to comstruct these éiossings at grade
saould be granted subject to certaln drastic recttictions of oper-
atlion and uwpon the further condition that, if and when traffic re-
guirements demend & reogular rall service of substantial volunme,

the railroad will at that time be recdnstructed in such 2 manner

a3 to cross the roads at the mouth df the Santa Monigs Canyon

above grade.

The foliowing foxm oL order is recommended:

ORDIR OF REHELRIVG

2acific Zlectric Rallway Company, ap»licant herein,;.
baving petitioned foxr & rehesring in the adove entitled proceed-
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irng and such rehearing having been neld, tho Commiscsior being ap-
prised of *the facts, the matier being under submission and resdy
for decisicn, |

I? IS TZERZBY ORDZRED, that the Commissiox's Decision
No. 12461, deted Aungust 6, 1923, entered in the above entitled z2p-
viicetion be snd it is hereby réscinded.

’ IT IS IZOSBY TURTESR (TDERED, thst vpermission and suthor-
“7 be axd it is hereby granted Pacific Zlectric Railway Company %o
conctruct its track at grade across Terrace Drive, West Channel Road
end Center Street in the locatiors showl In the map designated Dac-
eifie Eloctric Rollroad Company's C.E. 5819 "o, and filed in this

procecding, subject to the following conditions:
(1) The entire exvense of constructing the crossings,

together with the cost of their msintenance theresiter in gocd and
first-class condition for the sale and convenient use of tre public,

shell be borne by applicart.

(2) Said crossing shall te cozstructed of a width and
“ype of construction to conform to those portions of sald streets
now greded with the top of rails flusk with the »avement, and with
grades of mprroach not exceeding four (4) por cent; shall be pro-
tocted by suitable crossings and shall in every way bo made zafe for
the passsge thereover of vehicles and other road traffie.

() No treim, car or locomotive shell be oparated over
gsald croesing without 24irst hraving been brought to & stop within

seventy-five (75) feet of the center of said crossings of said Certer

Street and cald West Channel R08d respectively.

(4) Yot more then two trairs, locomotives or cars shall
be operated over sald grade éroseings, in any cre calendar day.

(5) Applicant shall, within thirty (3%0) days thereafter,
netify this Commissioxn, in writing, of the completion of the instal-
lation of said crossings.




(6) If said crossings shall not nave been installed
within one year from the dste of this order, the suthorization
herein granted 3hall lapce and becoms void, vnlees further time

is granted by subsequent ordex.

(7) The Commission reservee the right to maxke such
further orders relative to The location, construction, operation,
mafiten&nce and protection of sald crossings as to it may seem
right and proper and to revoke 1ts permission i, in its Judg-
ment, the public convenience ard necessity demand such action.

The foregoing ovinion and order are hereby approved
~and ordered filed as the opinion and oxrder of the Railroad Come

nission of the Sf&te of Californis.

This order shall vecome effeoctive ten (10) days after

the making thereof.

Dated at San Francisco, Californie, this 4% dsy
0f June 1924.

&‘¥LZZ('<C:E;;£EE:2522;?:;;?L,~
/i::;yf Commissioners;




