Decision No. /3227,

BEFORE THE PAYTROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIROENIA

In the Matter of the Application of the

)
BOND & JONES WATER COURANY, )

a co~partnershiv, for permission %o In- )} Application Xo. 9970.

gtall meters and to have meler rates )

£ixed. )

3Y TEE COLMISSION:

In this eyplication the Bond & Jones Water Company, & co-
partnership, asks permission to install meters end charge & meter
rate fox weter furnished o consumers in end in the vicinity of El
Yodens snd McePherson, Oraxge County.

A public hearing in this matter was held before Examiner
Williams at Los Angeles, efter due notice thereol had been given
so thet all interested parties might appear and be heard.

The water supply 2Zor this systex is obtained from the
Joan 7. Carpenter Water Works, & mutual company, through the owner—
ship of 157 sheres of stock. This supply of water 1s delivered
into & large comcrete reservoir from whick it is distrivated to
consumers. ToO sugment the supply tre compeny owns & well and &
complete pumpirg wait waich it operates &3 e demands xeguire.

Applicant delivers walter 10 approximately one hundred and
forty consumers on & Llat rate besis, and the testimony stows that
o large quantity of water is furuished, mach of which is wasted.

There are however no recoxrds showirg the smount of water used by
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the consumers Or toe amount delivered into the system for distri-
butione.

Aprlicart &id not subtmit zny figures saowing the Invest~
xzent ir the plant, maintenance and operating expense, Or revenue.
At the heering s report wes submitted by . H. Van Hoesen, one of
the Coxmission’s hydraulic engineers, which showed an estimate of
original c¢cost of the weter system amountirg to $17,759. This amount
d06s not include the cost of L5774 shares of stock in the Jokn T.
Carpenter Water Company, which lir. Jones testified cost approx-
metely $40 per skare. A combination of the two sums indicates an
estimated reasonable originel cost of the proverty of £24,059. A'
depreciation anruity computed dy the 6% sinking fund method was

shown to0 be $41l. The maintenance and operating expense for 1923

was $1,448, and revenues were $1,961.

Tae above figures indicate that this utility is earning
& return of considexrably less than one per cent. wpon & reasonsble
cost of the property, and the establishmers of meter rates will un-
doxbtedly result in additionsl wevermes. This Commigsion has on
many occaslons called attention 1o the fact that & metered delivery
of water is the only method by waich the costs of furnishing the
supoly can be divided equitably among the consumers.

4s all water hes heretofore been sold on & flat rate
basis there is no record svailable upon waich en equitable sched-
ule of meter rates c¢an be computed at this time. However, the
rates set out In the accoxpanying order ere reesonable and will

compare favorebly with those of other ﬁtilities operating undexr

similer condisions.

Tke Bond & Jomes Water Compeny, & co~purtnership, having
zmede application as entitled above, & public hearing heving been

20
2. v




2eld thereon, the metter having been submitted, =nd tae Commis-
sion velng now Zfully informed in the matter,

It Is Hereby Found =8 s Fect thaat tae rates now charged

by the Bond & Jones Water Company, = eco-partrersaip, for water

delivered . to consurmers in and. in the vicinity of =1 Modena and

Mc?herson; Orange County, ere urjust and unressonable in so far
as they differ frox the rates herein established, and that the
rates hereirn estebliched are just and ressomable rates for such
service.
3esing the order upor the foregoing finding of fact
and upon the statements of fact contained in the vreceding opinion,
IT IS EZRE3Y O2DERZD that Bond & Joncs Water Company,
& co-parinersialp, be axd the same 13 heredy asuthorized to file wih
thie Commission within twenty (20) deys from the date of this or—
der, the following schedule of rates to0 be cherged for water de=-

livered to its consumers subsequent to June 30, 1924:

A_‘.L_o‘- q.'&”—os

Monthly Minimum Chsrges

5/8 : Zack zeter .
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Zack of the Zoregoing "montialy minimurm
charges™ will entitle the consuxer to tre
wentity of water which trat smount of
money will purchase at tee following

"monthly meter rates

Monthlﬁ_xeter nates

rom O to 500 cubic feet, per 100 cu,2t.
T 500 to 2000 " T 100 " - .
All over 2000 " T " w0 T ...

Meters will bé installad'at the oﬁtion.or
oelther tae couswumer Or the utility. If in-

'stelled at the option o0f the utility tae
oztire cost shall be borne outright by the

wbility. If installed ot the option of the
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consumer the cost of the meter shall Dbe agd-
venced by the consumer to the utility, wud
the smounnt .80 deposited shsll be roturxned
t0 the consumer as credits on the monthly
pills for water consumed, at the rate of

re third of such montaly bills, until the
extire amount deposited skall have been re-
tarned.

ALl other retes sholl remein es at vrasext in effect.

Dated =t San Francisco, Celifornia, tais Zé'“ day of

Tame, 1924
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Comrmissioners.




