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In ";ce !.~ttor o"! /J.n In'lest i3'o. tion 
on. tne Co:n:'D.ic:!ion I e O· ... "!l ::o-::ion 
into ~he con~t~ction and operation 
0: c:ertain eloctr;i.c utilit:iel;: IlnCi.. ~he 
ci.istri'but ion anc:. tro.ns!er of elect::i
ci ty c.uri.n3 tile :present e:::ler~er.cy re
culting froe aonorrnslly low prec1pi~a
tion. 

Case No. 20l~ 

J. J. ~euel 8n~ ~. s. Wing ~or California Pare 
3l.U'e~u :'eo.eration. 

;7illia~ Gutcrie "!or ~he Culi=ornia Portland Ce~ent 
Coo!,B..."lY· 

]I. c. ?in~le i'o:" Yucaipa. I'lc.":er CO:::lpany 110. 1; South 
:,reco. \'!a";e::" Compo.ny; Western Eeights i'later 
Co:::pe.ny .. 

:too v. Repp:; 1:""Y',lC. 3. }~ •• Jooc.a.rd. ::or Soutb.ern Cnlifornis. 
Ed.i~on Comp:.3.nY. 

~. 3. Day and-Paul Ove::"ton ~or loz ~\n~elel;: Gus and 
Electric Corpo::"ution. 

1:U:ray :So'U!'!le !or San JoaquiD :'ight and. ?O';ie:" Corpora
tion. 

A. B. ~1e~t ~nc.. F. O. Doleon for Southern S1errac Power 
Co~p~ .. 

L. !.~. Z:l:lube:- ::0:- Sa.n l)iego Con~olida,,;eo. Gas and. 
Zlectrlc Co=pan~. 

lie c. Gf.l.rdett. T. A.. ::?r..nte::- ~ci. = .. Go • .t~cte:::con ::or 'tho 
City of :oc ~~~elec. 

3. 1. :.:Ol"row for ti:e City of Clenc..ulo. 

Her-ry 3. Gooc..Win lln<i J .. E. ?a::-ke:- :fo::- the Ci ~y 0 '! 
AZUZU .. 

J. E. Par~er !or A=crican Trona Corporation .. 

C. Z. :':cFa.:-la.nd. ~or ?-1 '7'O:-C ide ?ortla.!lQ. Ce:::e.nt CO.:lPll!lY. 



BY.~ COMMISSION: 

o P,I N ION • .... ~--- .... - .. 
'The" a.bo;re entitled. proceed,mg was instituted on the Com-

. . 
mission's, own motion by ,an order dated the fifth day of ,J'Wl8, 1924', 

......... ".', • '. • • • L. • •• 

. dir.ecting $Do investigation of tb.e construction and. operation of o.er-
.... _ • v •• .. • • " • . 

tain.electric utilities serving con$~era in the southern half at 
". . 

the state, and calling· a hearing to be held at LOl3 Angeles on :~une 
" ..... .JJ/' ~.. ' ..' ...., 

13, ,1924. AS."indicated. in tho ord.er 1nStjlnting the 1:lva.stigat:ion. ... . .,. .,-''''' -' '" " . .. "" 

the proc.eeding was made necessary by the emergency created 'by the.;. ...... . .. '... ' . . . 

abnormally low precipitation of the rainy season of 1923-1924 •. 
. ,' ............... "'-_. ~ . ' ~ . 

P:tI.rS'tlSJ1t to the order, the h3~1ngWa.3 held a.t tos. ~les 
. ..... . - ..... - . '.~ .. 

on ..June 13, 1924, and evi.dence was taken in the sbape.. of oral te.sti-
' ...... .,. .. , ........... ,..... .... .. ,..... ,,,,...,~' .~ ... 

,J!J.otry. and statements and. exhibits. rela.tive to the .respect.iv.,a, load 
"'~. . .• " .. _ ~ - \ .. . • , v" ~ ..... "'. ... '. '. 

'" ,demands .. of the" several electric ut :Ul,tiea affected, and the rescn.rces 
. ~.,. "' .... ': ., • '. , ,'" fill" ..,~, ". . . I 

• -t, ~ 

available ~o.meet,such d.emands. The~evidence 'shows a serious shortage 
... .' . ~ ... ". " '" ~f" ,,' .... ~. ' 

of total :p~wer supply for ,the rem$.1tld.er of the year.".l924. ox;t;~~~e'srst.m 
II. "" •• ' ... • • ~ • • " "": -"', .~ • ::' ...;... 

o~ t;h.e _~~uthern California Edison Company and those seryed by it,and 
, - . ..~. ." ~ 

th.e'probe.bi11ty of a shortage 0:::' the systems of the San Joaquin Light. 
. ", .' .' .'~..,., 

and Power corporation end Southern Sierras Power ,Company •. Immediate 
' .. -;' . ' '. . '.. -'~ 

c'CX't~1lment of the. use of electric., energy was found necessary on the . 
.. 11. 1""'" 

system of the South.ern Ca11forn1:a Ed1so11 ,comP-tilly and tho.se supplied by 
.'. .. ~"'" .' .. ..... " " 

it. and needf'Ol. conservat ion OIl th:;j,)o th-e£ 'systems.. for the pro.t ectj,o~ . 
" ~... . . .. :" ;"'0".;'" _ ,.J' , f ~~Zr' ':~I:' .. ,:" ." , 

of.the COllS'tlmerS of these systems Slid. the relief of consumerS of 
~ "', * • 

. Southern California Edison Company. 
'-'/> •• • , ' ' 

. : ,- ~:':~i~.~.;·- .' 
c omp.an1e.8 an~ the It ,.was agreed between the various power 

.. ' .. :'<"""-·7 

cities involved tha.t a . power supervisor .. s~ould be a:9po~~te~,~r ~;a 
',. 

Commission. P~nding formal action by this C0mm18~1on, Mr. A. y.· 
, ' 

GUillou, Gas o:ld Electric ·EI:.gilleer of the 3.a,11road. ,Colll1D.1ss1on, was 

appointed Acting Power Supervisor to su:perYise the c't1l"taj~lm611t_ald -.- --" ' 

d.irect the cO::lservat ion of power. 
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Fo~owing the hearing, a conference was held on JUne 19th. 1924, 

at WbiCh, the folloWing resolution was signed by: ro~resentatives of the 

var10us power companio$'. the City of :r.os.,,A,ll8eles'. and ()thera: 

... 
'" 

"!lOs A.ngel~s, ,california., J'1,me 19. 1924. 

"\·,IHEEEAS. due to deficient rs.1.n!all there is S ,state-Wide, -
shortage of elect:r1cal energ~, which hs's become 'pa.rt1C't:.la.rly s.oute 
i.e. the, sou them part ot the S"ta 1;6. snd.,:· ~', ~ , . .' 

, .
.~. .. 

- .~. 

. ~S,. it is desirable that: the Railroa.d- coIrimiss.ion of, the 
state: of california.' use its good.,o:rfiees in ~ringing 'about eonser
V'S.tion ,in ,:the use of such enel'gj", 

, ' 

.' We, the 'tUld&rs1gned, hereb,- pledge that We,Q.W1l1 "coopel'$te to. 
the. full-eat o!our a.bill t~, :mt'CSll1, and .:with .. , "the , ·"Ra:.Uroad.· Com
mJ.:sSiOn.,. .in a.ll :n.a;tters concerning serV1oe' and, interchange of 
:I)'ower b'etween the sevcrs.1 co~pSJ:lies "Ql1ders1gned. . ,,: 

." "'lIo_ 

:::;Ou::':"-:ER.I.~ CAZIFO?1(tA. EDISON CO~.ANY. 
. w' I .' • . ' . """ :... ..~,,;;. ,. .:.., ... 

:BY R. £. Ballard, Vice-pres1dentAc Manager ..... ,. ' 
• • • ,f/ .. "_/,,' v "/,,-:"":'/.'" . .tI,_ : .. 

:c,o~ ANr;iJ.,ES GAS A}."'D t"T:eC~IC Co:!PbJ.W, 

.. • ,~< .-" , • 

::lOO'THE3!~ :;)IEBaA.S 'POWE...~ '~oi?ANY,:. ,., . 
• .. . f ..... _, '.-:!"'IWr:"-).., 

B,- A. B. WOs.t~"i'resident~, 
~~,.:~ 

CITY OF ;0::$ ANGEr~ES, 

, ':s,- w. :B. us.ttl:.ews. Sl'eeis.l ·couns61.::, 
. ,. ~ 

SA..N' ,JOAQUIN LIGET AIr] 'POWEE (;OB?OEATION, 

BY A. :J:nory WiShon • 
. 

CAJ:,I~'O.:mIA FA..~ l:>URE:A,UFE,DEBATIOX,. 
1Jl.W and. Ut1l1t1e& ]is.., 

.... .... ~. 

:p;y J. J •. ,Deuel • 
. - . 

..."",. '"'" 
~ ", ". 

:BY William LS-cey pros1dent,~'" 
, .. - ~' '!t 

, ' 

The evidence in this proc~e§.ing 1ndics.tes definitely' the' need of 
,~, ~.. ~'. 

. . '.' . ,., "'+, • - ~.~ 

an 1mmed.1.a.te cur~1l:lent·~t ~Jls.e. ,of:~lectr1c . energy by': consumers' o.f 
. .'\, .... .....' ....... "",'- ,. 

, " . . (,.4 ,.' ~~ ....... 

the southern Ce.l1!o::-nia. zd1son c~any, and of :pr!va te 'and', m'CI.t!c1pal 
. ~ " . ... ,. 

electriC systems S'tIWl1e<i by it. s.nd the r~Uc~iOXl: ot 'the 'uSe o~ 

electriC enerS1 on other sys~ems ir~te:rco:a.nected,·w1 th' the soutl:l:ern 

Ca.lifornia. Xd1son company to the' fullest extent' pos~ible. " 
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The eVidence further shows that So power sho,rts.ge, existed on the 

Southorn SiorrAs powor S~~t~mduring the early par~ o! this ~ear9 an~ 

that a probable shortage Will occur during the latter part. 
,# , .. .. ,.. • 

The'evidence alsG eho~s that through th~ interconnection of the 

various systems. the utili ties and mtm1cipal s~stems are 1,nterdepen<ient. .. . ... 
, , 

and tha:t possibilitiese:x:ist. for a. short8.geonother than the Rdison . 
SY,$tem, similar ,to those whi'ch have o<:curred in the past., The power. 

, '~ ~ . ..... ,"" . " . '. 

6i tua.tion 1n' the entire terri tol7' served by, the Utili,ties' subject to 
.' - '. 

I- • • '11 ... ...,. ~'" 

this :proceeding is such tha. t the problem. is one of c'o:nm'1lll1 t~ and 'terr1-
• •. > 

" . 
tor1al 1:c.tex:est ra:tller than primarily one of theinteres't""O:-! ind1vidual 

" .. . ~. .. II! ' 

utili ties, . and it is the conclusion of this COQtl1iss:ton tliat'"the' ,s1t'Q8.

tion justifies a considera.tion of the power Situation 'from'the stand

point of the en.tire territory in the interest of the public in general. 
. .' 

rather than the interest of the individual utilities •. 

Relative to the immedia.te situation of the Southern california . • ..1 ' , . 
, 7 .....," , 

xdison sYstem, the Com:n1ssion finds .tha.t a serious'>e.mergency, exists 
. ... ,~, - ~ - . 

""J1~ respect ,to the :power Sttpply~ and. 't1la.t resources aVailable to the 

Southern. ca.lifornia :E:di~on CO!n:pallY to, mee:t 'normal.loa.d req1l1rements 
c _ , 

during 1924 a.re insufficient to an exten't requiring an 1mmediat~ red.uc

tion of USe of a:pprOXimately 25 per cent; that such deficiency is due 

to the unprecedented drouth conditions of the present aea8~n. and the 
, ... ' '<I 

absence of water sttpplY for installedhy~oelect:r1: pl~ts. , 

~e Commission f'llrther .finds as a'fa.ct tha.t the institution of a . ."' . ."," "',)..' ,'" ' .. ", ... 

power a~nist~tion under'a ~ower supervisor. acting ~der t~e direc-. ~ ~., 

tion and supervision of the co~ss1on an~hav1ng s~ervision ~!er the 

po~er resources and distribution of ~e of. the 

San Joaq'01.n, Light 'and ?OWer corporati9n. 
Mld.la.Il.d Co'tOl.ties ~Ub11c Service corporation. 
sou thernca.li forma. ·~d.1son eOt:paQ •.. 
!.O'3, .AXlgelea GSs:l.nd ~lectric corpo:rat1,on. 
southern, Sierra.a.power Co..' . 
san :oi"ego. ,cons • .-Gai& :!lectric co.'." 
on tsr1 <> powerC o. ; . 
Ojs.i power co • 

... ... ,' " 

" 



.. 

The Railroad Co:mission having, on its own motion, in-

stituted an investigation into the matter of construction and oper

ation of the following utilities: 

San Joaquin Light and Power Corpora~ion, 
Midland Counties Public Service Corporation, 
Southern C~lifornia Edison Company, . 
Los Angeles Gao ~d Electric Corpor~tiont 
Southern Sierras ?ower Company, . 
San Diego Consolidated Gas alld Electric Company, 
Ontsri0 Power Company, 
Oj~1 Power Compnny: 

hearing having been had; evidence h~ve been preoented; t~e ~at~~~ 

h~v1ng b~en ~ubmitted and being ~ow ready for deciSion; 

I~ IS BZ..UEY ORDERED: 
.. 

(1) Th~t go. G. Butler be and he is hereby em:91oyed to ......... 
'oj .. , .... 'Y", -if" 

sct a.s Power Supervisor fo~ t-bat portion of CalUornia served" 
J, 

dire~tly or indirectly by .. ... .......... 
San Joe.q1l.in Light. and Power_ Corporation, " 
Midland. Counties. Public-"'''Ser'iice .Corporation, 
Southern Ca11for~ia Edison Company. 
toe J..ngeles Gas and. Ele'ctric CorPoration, 
·Sout2:l.ern Sierras Fower CO~:9any, 
S~ Diego Consolidated Gas ~~d Electric Company, 
Ontario Power Company, 
Ojai ?ower COQPany, 

, . 
a:J.d to supervise the distribution of power dwri..'1S the emergency 

under the direction and upon the authority of t~ Railroad Co~-.. 
mission of California. 

...... "', 

(2) Thet the utilities above ns:t'ed, duing the remainder . 
~ , . '-

of the year 1924, and 'tmtil otherwiso ordered. shall '0"0 erate their . ~ 

plants and service in such a msnner as may be drrected froQ ti~e' 

to time.by the ?o~er Supervisor. 

(3) That the ebove named utilit.ies sha.ll discontinue the 

taking on of addition~ consumers. from and after the date of this 

ordor, except as authorized by the Power Supervisor. . . 

(4) That the utilities above named, during the remainder 

of this yee:r, shall operate their plants in Sl1ch a n:.a.nner as to 
.... 

proportion the deficiency here~o!ore ~entioned rstably over the 
II , *,_""",,,,-:. .. 
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"i.b,ole .of .. aa1a,....~d, "~to the end ths.t t:c.e best interests of the 
.... .,... .. .. >If;" -" ... -' ... ~ -,,-'"' 

people as a w~~bo'served by eliminating waste and.unnecessary 
of ... ,.," 

.... , _~ "..~: t ... ',,- .' .. ' ". , 
use, tllereb'y .conser.YJ.;lS S¢ far as :p,oss1b'!e power fau: agriculture 

and productive 1nd~stry. -
(5) Th'at the Commission reserves t~e right to. ,mSke sc.ch . 

·~. 

furtber,order or ordersi:l this' proceeding as ma.y .. · from time to 

tiOe, 

June, 

appear to it ju~t or- nec·essa.:ry. 
~. '" Dated a.t San ~ra.nc1-sco, California, 

1924. 

~ . 
'-: ;~.','. 

Co:nmis.sioners • 
... , .... 

..... . 
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