Decision No. /3720

BZFORE THE RAILR0AD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORKIA.

In the Matter of the Applicatior )
of A. Be BLAND fox certificate )
of public convenience and mecess- )
ity to operate passenger auto ) Application No. 9589 -
stage service between Alamo Store, )
Bond*s Cormer, Calexico and ine )
termediate points. )
Richard T. Zddy, for applicamt.
C. W. Runge, for Southorn Pacific Railway,protestant.
BY THE COMMISSION:=

OCPIXNIONXN

A. B. Bland hes made application to the Rallroad
Commigsion Tor a cexrtificate of public convenience and necess=
ity to operate passenger automobile and package sorvice be-
tween Calexico and_the wost end of the bridge over the Colo=-
rado River at Yums, Originslly this application provided
for service only between Calexico and Bond’s Cormer via Almmo

Store but before the hearing applicant £4led an amended appli-

cation extending the operatior from Bond’s Cormer to the Yuma

-

Bridge.
A public hearing herein was conducted by Examiner

Williams at Z1 Centro.

Applicant proposes to establish service between
tormini as shown by the amended application using one seven
passenger vehicle meking a round trip from Calexico oach daye
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Betweon termini aspplicant proposes to serve all intermediate
points including Bond's Cormer, Alamo Store, Gray's Well, Araz

and a detour from Araz to Andrade, two miles sou.th; roturning

to Araz and proceeding to Yums, Arizoma. A schednle of fares
is set out in Zxhibit "A". Applicant proposes to carry pack-
ages not in excess of 200 pounds at the rate of one cent per
pound with a minimum charge of twenty=five cents for packages
5 pounds or under and fifty cents for packages over § founds.

In support of his applicstion applicant prodmnced He
H, Clark, president of the Calexico Chamber of Commerce and
president of the Cotton Growers® Association, who testified
that 8 service of the kind ;propésed botween Yuma and Calexico
was dosirsble as there was a shifting of labor used in cotton
and agricultural d.istricts. and for. the further reason that the
stage service then possidle required a trip from Calexico to
El Centro and chenge of cars to Holtville and then another
ob.énge at Holtville over a line then operating to Yuma under
certificate possessed by applicant Blande This witnese had
not investigated any meed for this service but sald applicant
had presented such an'o;peration to the Calexico Chamber of
Commerce which gave its endorsement 'beoav.sé it believed such =
sonpection a desirable commercial service for Calexicoe He
further testified there are botween eleven thousand and twelve
thousand people in Calexico and lexicali, which are separated
only by the international boxdexr line, and that the only interest
£to the Chamber of Commerce was in a through service to Yumae

Anothexr witness produced by applicant was George Mo age,
secretary of the Calexico Chamber of Commerce who tewtified that
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the organization had ondorsed a through line between Yuma and
'Calexico as 8 commefcial advantagé to Celexico. Ee further
tegtified thet frequent inguiries were made for stage service
betweer Calexico and Yuma dbut very rarely to intermediate
points. 7. J. Worthington, a merckant of Calexico, testified
28 to similar inquiries mostly from travelling salesmen. This
witness also has a store at Winterhaven, sn irtermediste point
on the proposed service, and testified he would use the pro=~

posed package service. Similar testimony was givexn by S. T.

Taylor of Calexico who believed Calexico and Yums should have

such transportation comnection.

Fronm intermediate points applicant producted R.W.Msddox
end E. F. Collins of Bond's Corner who testified as o the‘tre-
quent inguiries mmde st their places of business for transpor-
tation to Calexico, principally laborers. They testified further
that there were about one hundred f£ifty farmers in vicinity of
Bond's Correr who have frequent reed of transportation to Calexico.
Applicant a2lso produced Leo. L. Mayer who conduoctws s gexexa 1 store
at Alamo Store who testified of similar inguiries for transpor-
tatiorn to Calexico.

Virgil N. Sams of Yuma who, at that time, was operating
2 stage between Holtville ard Yums under the certificate granted
to applicant 3lend testified 23 o daily inguiries at his stage
terminal in Yuma, mostly from Mexican lsborers, for stage trans-
portatioﬁ Prom Yums to Calexico. Applicant at the time of the
hear ing possessed a cortificate from this Commiss on'to operste
a stage service betweezn Holiville and Yuma Bridge which service
wes oconducted by Virgil N. Sems of Yuma. At that time appli-
cant had responded to an order of this Commission citing him to
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, .
shoycause why tho certificate for this operation should not dbe

caﬁkelled and heretofore by Decision No. 13568 on Case. N0el972,
dated May 17th, 1924 seid certificate was revoked and smmnlled
for the reason that the certificate holder, Bland, bad not
operated any service but had permitted said Sams to operate a
vohicle from Yoma to Holtville under illegal conditions of
operations In this p:oceeding it was shown that Sams ﬂn con-
dnoting this 0peration tor gsoveral monxha bad met a loss of
approxinstely $2006,00 s month the period of operation inolud-
ing the most favorable portion of the year. Applicant Blnnd.
28 a witness in kis owmn bebalz tostified that be believed both
services could be operated at a profit and that he was willing
to maintain the service proposed herein even t4 1t meant a loss.
Applicant further testified that he had changoed bis original |
application herein %o extend the service from Alamo Store to
Yoma, an additionai distance of forty foﬁr miles, at the request
of the Calexico Chambex 0f Commerce. '

Applicant by Decision No. 7601 on Application No.5549
datod May 18, 1920 was suthorized to condact a service beiween
Calexico and Alamo Store but declined to sccept the cextiticate

because only intermediate operatiox, without tbrough service BHo-
tweoon teiminale, was granted. This cortificate was revoked by
Decision Noe 13568 on Case No. 1972.

The record in this matter indicates that there 1s.
gome demand for transportation between the tormini £ixed but
that there is very little demand for service between 1nxe:mediate
points, The route traverses & spersely settled arid sountry

and the road conditions are not attractlve and the operation
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presents 1tself as one without any assurance o2 nltimate profit
and some assurance of irmediate losses. . If the operation be-
tweon Holtville and Yuma, which this nppliéant was authorized
%o give, involved a loss of approximately $200.00 2 month for
- over eight months and between termini showing a larger demand
for service it seems gquite sure that the demand shown in this

proceeding would be wholly insufficient to maintain an opei:s-

ation without great loss. Assurance of Bland’s fivenclal
ability to maintain the operation is not preaeﬁt in this pro=
ooeding,. except by the testimony o2 Frank Oswald, an automobile
dealex of Bl Centro who said he would fornisk vehicles %o Bland

on his oredit.

| . The applicstion was opposed by the Southern Pacitioc
Railwey Company which operates three trains betweon Calexico
and Yume a.aily: over the InterCalifornia Railway south of tbhe
Mexican border. The fare between termini is $3+70. That
proposed by applicant is $3.25. - Protestant, however, maine
tains a second class rate of $2.30 on one train each way daily
betwoen termini and this service has been established at the
rate stated for the benefit of Mexican labdor shifting between
districts ond seasons of employment. Witnesses for applicant
even admitted that this rate and sexrvice seems satisfactory to
that olass of passengerse

Upon the wiole record, as presented berein, Wwe £ind as

a Pact that the service proposed dY applicant herein is not ree
én.ired. by public convenience ard necessity and that tho applie-

estion herein shonld bve denied.




ORDPER

A« B. Bland having made applic;ation to the Railroad
Commission for certificete of public conveniexrce asnd necessity
to operate passenger aunto stage sexvioe 'betwéon Alamo Stoxe,
Bond's Cormer, Calexico axd intermediate points, pu‘blﬁ.o heax=
ing fa.eld, the matter having been dnly submitted and now being

ready fox deocision,
THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

HEREBY DECLARES that public conveniense and neéoasity a0 not
require the service yroposed by applicant herein and that the
application be and the same hereby is denied.

Datod at Sar Prancisco, California this ,g"*"(

dey oFf , 1924,
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Cormmissioners.




