Decision Nnol3z2d

BIFORE TEZ RAILRO0AD COIRTISSION 0F DTEE STATZ C

In the Matter of the Application of

tre City of Santa ifonice, & llunicipal
Corporation, for an Order authorizing
the crossing of cortaln railroad tracks
of Southorrn Pacific ‘Compary, Soulhern
Pucific Rwilroad Company, and Pacific
2lectric Reilwey Company, dy an overboead
crossing aerd crossing certain other
tracks of sald compsnies at grade, and
noving certain trucis.

Application No. 9966.
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Chester L. Coffin, City Attorney, for applicant.

Prapx Xerr, for Southerrn Pacific Company, Southern
Pacific Railroad Company, Racific Electric
Reilway Company.

John R. Berryzan, for Automobile Club of Soutkern
Californlis.

BY TEE COMMISSION:
0O2IXIOK.

In tke above entitled application the City of Santa
vonice asks for an order suthorizing the construction of an un-
ramed new Street located petweez Second end Third Streets scxoss
tracks of Southern Pacific Railroed Company now under lease to

pacific Tlectric Reilway Company snd Pacific Zlectric Rallway
Compary's Inglewood branck. '

A pudblic nearing wes neld on tuis application before

Txsminer Williems in Sante lozica, Mey 20, 1924.
Mo new street involwed in tkis proceeding is an eighty

foot highwey extending from Colorado Avenue to Pico Boulevard, the

greater portion of which QIJcenaS parsllel to and EDDI‘OXIID&TJOIY mid-

way between Ocean Avemue apd Fourth Stroet. At the Colorado Averme

oxd, the new street divides into two Yranches, one connocting with

Second Street to the north sud the other to Thixd Street. At &

point approximately fifteen bunired feet southerly from Colerado .

Avenue tho new highway asgelin divides iato two branckes, one branch




cornecting to Third Street, thence south to Pico RBoulevard, the
othor branch is & new eizhty foot street, making an angle of forty-
five degrees to tho right and conneceting with Pico Boulevard In a8
southorly directioﬁ.

The new highway, in sddition to meeoting local need, will
offer an additional artery for wvenhicnlar traffic to the south from
"Canta Monice and skhould greatly relieve congestion on Ocean Avenue
and Fourth Streot betweon Pico Boulevard and the City of Santa Lionica.
It is very ovidont that thls street if opened uwp womld carxry a heavy
vehicular traffic ecpecially during Surdays and Holidays as oxn those
days the beack traffic is very heavy in this vicinity. There shouwld
alco be & Tairly heavy vehicular traffic over this new highway during
the week days as it would offer o more or less direct roﬁxe to traffic
betweon Sarta Monica snd Ocesn Paxk.

The property througk which the new highway passes is & large
undeveloped arce, the greater portion of which is owned by Southern
Pacific Railroad Compgny. At the time the principal port of Los
Angeles was loceted at Sants Monicae, Long Toarf, before-the develop~

ments at San Pedro, it wes planred to establish & railroad termingl

of concidersble magnitude on tric property. The new highway &8 laid
out vasses throush the railroed compseny's freight depot. It is
planned to relocete this structure on the northerly side o< the new
highway or to an ontirely new locatior.

The track crossings involved in this proceeding consist of
an overgrade crossing of two tracks neer Colorado Avenuo and grade
erossings of five spur trecks of Southern Pacific Railrosd Company
and Pacific Electric Company's Inglewood Branck. Tho overgrade cross-
ing spans the most important trock involved herein, it Dbeing the so-
called "Santo Monice Afir Line” between LoOT Angeles snd Santa Monlos
Beackh, and in addition ép&ns s vassing traci. . This proposed over-
grade structure 1s eighty feet wide and forty feet in length, the

highway to be supported by steel girders on concrete abuiments, to
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cozt approximately $67,000. exclusive of paving or sidewalks. The
five scpur lines are unimportant tracks which are used bdut very little
at present, the use consisting of storing cars and some freight ser-

vice. Perhaps some arrangement ¢ould be entered into between the

City of Sants lonica and the railrosds involved whereby one or more
of thece spur lines car be eliminated in comnmection with the con-
struction of the proposed new road axd the relocation of the freight
depot. The Commission recommonds that the number of spux tracks

t0 be retained over which the prorosed new road'passes at grade be

reduced to the minimwm with whica the railrosd can efficiently ope;ate.

There is sn agreed plen between the City of Sants Monica
and the Pacific Zlectric Railway Company whereby the three existing
tracke of the Inglewood branch near the Plco end of the new road are
to be replaced with a zingle track. Trains are operated over this
line betweer Inglewood and its conmection to the Alr Line in Santa
vonica. The schedule stows there are two passenger txaln movements
over the line per day, in addition to some freight gervice. In
geperal it may be said +ne train movements here sre infrequent and at
slow rates of speed. Due %o the fact this grade crossiné is‘in a
location where tre track will be occupied by staﬁding trains and cars,
1t does not appeer to be an appropriate location for the installation
of an sutomatic flagman.

Lpplicant introduced some testimory to chow that the ztreet
proposed herein would undowotedly attract considerable vehiculaxr
traffic from Ocean Avenme between the City of Sante Mondca and Plco
Bowleverd where the traffic i now Tery corgested during Swnday and
Holidays and that Raciiic ElectricVCOmpany would be materially bene-
fitted by this diversion of vehiculaer traffic in that the proposed

street offers o safe passage 1o vehicular traffic as compared to the

present condition wkhere the traffic along Ocean Avenue is required
to eross two rether hazardous grade crossings of Pacific Electric

Company's so=celled “"Venice Short Line". Applicant argues that be~

cause Pacific Zlectric Compeny is venefitted by being relieved of
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" some hazard on its™enice Short Line™ trhet 1t should participate
in the expense of comstructing the proposed overgrade crossing of
the street involved herein over the so-called "Alir Line™ owned by
Southern Pacific Reilroad Company. While it 1s true that the pro=-
posed overgrade crossing will, to a certain extent, reduce the hazard
at the two grade crossings of Pacific Slectric Company’s Venice Short
Iino, it does not sppear that Southern Paoifle Railroad, over whose
line the proposed overgrade passec, is benefitted o the extent it
should bear & portiom of the expense of the overgrade structure, nor
world it seem fair to reguire Pacific Electric Compeny to pay any
poxrtion of a grade separation over another compmany's line. There-
fore, applicant should bear tho ontire expense of the propoced imw
provement.

Prom the evidence it wonld seem tkat public converience apd
necessity'rcquiro tke granting of this application, It appears that
the usual crossing signs would be sufficient protection at this time .

for the grade crossings proposed herein.

The City of Saxte Lonica having made spplication to this.
Commission for permission to comstruct an wanamed street across

certain tracks of Southern Pacific Railrosd Company now leased by

Dacifis Tlaatia Railmey Compeny and & treck of Eaclfic EleciIic

Railway Company, alli as chown OD AP attached to the application, in
the GCity of Santa Monlca, Coumnty of Los Angeles, State of California,
g public hearing hsving been held, the Commission bveing spprised of
the facts, the matter being wnder submission snd resdy Lor decision,
PESREFORE, IT IS ESREBY ORDERED that perzission sod euth-
ority be and it is heredy granted to the City of Senta Monica,
County of Los aAngeles, State of Californis, to construct an over-

grade croszing of an onnamed streot scross the tracke of Southern

Pacific Reilroed Company's so-called Sante Monica air Lixne, now
leased by Pacific Zlectxic Railliwaey Company, &8 shown by the map




attached to tho application, said croseing to be constructed
subject to the Lollowing conmditions, namely:

(1) The overgrade crossing shall be constructed at the
location skown on the map attockhed to the application, in accord-
ance with plans which chall have tae approval of this Commission.

(2) The ‘entire expense of constructing the overgrade
crossing shell be bornme oy applicant. The cost of its maintenance
shall bo borne dy applicant. .

(3) The overgrede structure shall conform with the require-
monts of this Commission's Gemeral Order No. 26 with respect to
cleaxancos.

17 IS EEREBY FURTEER ORDIRED that permission apd authority
be and it is heredy granted to the City of Sante Monica to construoct
an unnsmed stroot at grade across five spur tracks of Southern Pecific
Railroad Compary now ieased by Racific Electric Coumpeny, &s shown by
the zmp attached to the application, said crossings to be constructed

subject to the following conditions, remely:
(1) The entire oxpense of constructing the croesings, chall

bo borne by applicant. The cost of the maintepance of the grade
croszings up to limec two (2) feet outside of the outside rails shall
be borze by applicant. The maintenance of trat portion of the grade
crossings between lines two (2) feet outside of the outside rails
shall pe borme by Southern Pacific Railroad Company.

(2) The crossings shsll be constructed of & width not liess
than £ifty (50) feet and witk grades of gpproach not greater than
three and one~zal? (3%) por cont; shall be protected by smitable
crossing cigns and shall in every way be made safe for the passage
theoreon of venicles and othor road traific.

IT IS ETREBY FURTHSR ORDERED that peranlssion cad authority

be snd it i3 heredby granted to the City ¢f Santa Lonica to construct
an wnamed street at grade across the track of Peciiic Zlectric

Railway Company's so-called "Inglewood Eranch”, as shown by the nap

attached to the spplication, sald crossing to be constructed subject
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(1) The entire expense of congstructing the crossing chall
be borne by applicsnt. The cogt of its maintenance up to lines two
(2) feot outside of the outside rails chall be borme by applicant.

The meintenance of that portion of tze croscings between liﬁes two (2)
feot ocutside of the ouiside rails shall be vorne by Pacific Zlectric
Railway Coapany.

(2) The crossing skell be constructed of a width not less
taan £ifty (50) feet amd with grades of approach not greafer than
two end one=hall per cenf; shall be protected by suitable crossing
signs sxd shall in every way be made safe for the passage thereon of
vehicles and otner road trafflc.

TP IS ESREZY FURTEER ORDERID that the permission and authority
hereby granted is subject to tze Lollowing coniitions:

(1) Applicant skall, within thirty (30) days thereafter,
notify this Commission, in writing, of the completion of the installa~
tion of said crossings. |

(2) £ said crossings chall mot have bees inctelled within
one year from the date of this order, %“he authnorization herein granted
shall then lapce axd become void, unless further time is granted by
subzegquont oxder.

(3) The Commission reserves the right to nake such further
orders relative to the location, comstruction, oporation, meintenance
and protection of sald crossings as 0 it may seex right and proper
and to revoxe its permission, i in its judgment the public convexn-
jence and necessity demand suck actlon.

This order shall become effective ten (10) days from the
malking thercoi.

Dated at Sexn Prancisco, California, this __21:5: day of

1924.

Commissioners




