Decision No. /3 §o02

BEFORE THE RAILROAD CCMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Application No. 10143.

In tre Mattexr of the Application
of SOUTEERN CALIFORNIA EDISON
COMPANY for Anthority to File and
lMake Effective new Schedulee Pro-
viding for an Emergency Increace
of Electrioc Rates.
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'BY THE COMMISSION:

PRELIMINARY OPINION AND ORDER

The above-entitled matter is an applicetion of Southernm
Cazlifomia Bdieon Company for an emexrgency ircrease in el}eot_?-io ‘ratos
to offset incressed operating expenses. resulting fron a ahortagb (
of hydro-electric powex whioh is, iz turn, the result of drought.
At a public hearing, the Company introduced evidence ahow:&.i;‘g the ex~
tent of the db.or‘bage in water powexr, with ite eflect upon ogmung
expenses, and an adjournment was taken in order that representativos

of. consumers might have an opportunity to exsmine the. éompany'a evii

dence and prepare £or crosg-examination or rebuttel. The adjvéﬁ:med_
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hearing has not yet been held.
The evidence so far presented ir this matter and in Case

No. 2013, which 18 an investigation on the Commiscsion' 8 own motidg
into the supply of power available and the method of its distribution
among the consumers, indicates that for approximately Live monihs, ‘
from and after June 15th, 1924, Southern California Bdison Company
will be able to supply but approximately seventy-five percent of the

requirenents of itc .electric cosnmerse

-1~




The Railroad Commission has ayppointed a Power Supervisor,
under whose direction the plants of Southern California Ediscn Com~
pany and certsir otkher eleotric utilities sre to be opereted, -and
who will supervise the distritution of avsilable electricity among
congumers. Under the direction of this Power Supervisor, the Edison
Company has required ite comsume re to curtail their use of electric~
ity, ahd. hag urged that all poecsidble awxdlisry sources of power 'bi
drought ihto use s

| Cextain of tho rate schedules now in effect on the Mieon
System provide minim obarges which apply to consumers using less
than the amount o:f enexgy covexed by the minimum charge. These min-
imum cbarges contemplate a supply of. availsble energy &uaf ficient for
all o:f tke consumer's requirement and it i1s clesr that when suoh a
supply 1s not available the consumer does not receive the m:l. 89XV~
ice for which the minimmn charge is irtended to compensa.te the Com=~
pany. Tke curtailment in the we of electricity :!.s being adminictered
upon _the basis of a general reduction of twenty-Live percent of normal
use, and it eeems fair that e corresponding reduction shouwld de rade
in minimum charges. .There are, mowever, 8 Lew special uses of elec-
tric power where & twenty-five percent reductioﬁ in use wop.;é‘in_voln
& mensce to public health or sefety, and there are other uses where

a reduction of more tharn twenty-five percert can ‘be made without hard-
chip upon the individusl conswer and with advantago to the oommnnity.
It 48 impoesible to enforce a stictly vniform curtailment of twenty-
five percent, and it would be correspondingly wnfair to provide a
strictly ﬁn.’n.:form reduction ir minimum chargei. Such conditions are
taken care of in the following form of Order:

ORDER

The electric rates of Southern California Edison Company




now being before the Railrosd Commission in the abovo-ehtitlod

mattexr for ad.jusment because of imeressed operating, eXPONESS b::"ought
abomt by 8 skhortege of hydro-electric power, and the evid;e'nco before
the Commission indicating that such shortege will result in iie cur-
'tailment of service to electric consumers, and the Commiesion being
" of the opinion ,tb.é.t modification inminimm charges should be mmde
on account of suck curtailment in service, and other good csuse ap-
resring, | '

' IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that |

1. Effective with bills based on regular moter readings
teken on and after July 15, 1924, and until furtker ordered, the
' minimum cherges set forth in Schedules C-1, C-2, B-1, P-4, P-5, Peb
and P-11, now filed with this Commission by ‘Southern Californie Bd=
ison Company. as sppliceble to esch individual consume:.'. Bha.’.'!l be
reduced .’m the ssme proportion thst it can be shown that his uge: of
olbctricity bac been curtziled, provided that iz no case skall any
minimum charge be reduced where there has bee‘n' 8 cur’tqiiment' of
the use of jower of less than f£ifteen percent.

2, In ceses Where & comsumer Operates an émd.liary gource
of power and thereby redrces die normel demard upon Southern Calif-
omie Edison Gompany foT energy, the minimum chexges provided in ssid
Schedules of rctes shall be reduced during the period;f of operation |
'o:f such auxiliary gource of power and the pendency of this Order,

in the proportion tket the use of energy from the system of the
Southern Califoxmis ¥Adisoxr Company iz reduced from asid normal de=
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mend by the opera‘tio:n 0% such am:iliary sonrco of power.
3. The Railroad. Coxmnission heredy reserves the right
‘at any time' to make any :f‘urther orxder or oxdexrs in tha pmmiaos

tha.‘t may to it a‘ppea.r just and rea.somblo.

Dated 2ot San :E'rancicco. Caa.iromiu. thic u K dsy -
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