
Deoisio .. ,No. /3 r ~ D 

BEFC&E THE RA.ILROAD cowa SSION OF TEE STA!rE OF CA.LIFOllNll 

) 
In the ~tter of the Application ) 
of SOUm:RN CALIFORNIA EDISOl; ) 
COJ£PANY- for Authorit:r to File and ) 
Make Effeotive new Schedules Pro- ) 
Tiding for an Emergency Increase ) 
ot .El ectrio :Rates. ) 

Application No. 10143. 

----------------------------) 
BY TEE C aooSSIOli: 

PREL:nmtmY OPINION .AND ORnER 

1'11e above-entitled matter ia an' a1JJ;llication o~ Southern 

0S:li:romia Edison CompaIlY :for an emergency 1.ncrease in eJ:ect,r,ic rates 

t·o ,'of:fset increased operating -expenses· re8ttl.t1n~ :froOm a 8hortage . 

of hydro-electric power whioh is. in tum.' 'the reBUlt of a.rought. 
, , 

At a public hear1llg. the Company introduced evidence showing the ex-

tent o:ftbe shortage in water power. with i teo ~ect upon operating 
, . 

expenses. and an adjourno.ent was tak6ll in order that reI'%'esentativo's 
.." .. ~ . 

, . 
of., consumers might have an opp 0 rtuni ty to e,xe.m1 ne the Com~' s evi'; 

clence and prepare for crose-exam1na.t10n or rebuttal. The adjOlU'ned 

hearing has not yet been held. 

The evidence so :far presente~ in this matter and in Cae. 

No. 2013. Which is en ill'1E:stiga.tion on the Commission' 8, o'Wn motion 

into the supply of power ava,ila.ble and the method of its d1stribution 

amoDg tlle cons'tIJXI.el'S, ind1eatee that for approx1ma.te17 five months, 

from aDd. after J'Qne 15th, 1924. Southern Cal:1.:f'ornia Ed.ison Com:pa:tq' 

11111 be able to 8'tI.pply but approximate17 seventy-five percent o~ the 

reqUirement8 of its ,electric cCIlaumers. 
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The Railroad CommisB1on has appointed & ~ower SUpervisor, 

under whose direction the plaXltS o-! Southern Califor.c1a Edison Com

p~ and eertaiJ:. ot~er eleotric utili tiee ar~ to be operated., a:c.4 

Who will supervise the d1str1 ba.tion of 8.va:Uable electricity 8lJlong 

COnll'llmore. t1mter the direction of th1.s Power SUpervisor. the Ed1acn 

Oompe.ny has :required its oonS'tllllll X'8 to curtail their use of eleotric

it,.. and has urged that all possible a'1lX1l18.l.7 eoo.rcea of power be 

brought into use.' 

Certa:1.n of the rate sched.ules now in effect on the Wson 

S~etem prov1de m1n1 renm ohargee which apply to con~ere using lees 

tban. the amount of ene:rgy covered by the mini.ma.m charge. The Be mill

imam charges contemplate a eupply of. available energy sa!fioiec.t for 

all of the. consomer' e require:cents. and. it is clea.r that when such a 

supply is not. available the consumer does not receive th~ £Ull.aerv

ice f~r whi~h the m1n1rrmm charge is i:c.tended to cocpensatethe'Com

pany. The curtailment in the 12 e of electricity is being .administered 

upon .the basiS of a gener~l reduction of twenty-five p'ercent' of normal 

use. and. it ... me fair ~lla.t a corresponding reduction should' be made 

ill. m1:a.1m'tml chargoe. ~ere are. :OOwever. a fewspec1a:L,~u8e8 of-elec

triC' power where a twenty-five percent red:o.ction inu'8& woUld in'Yolve 
" ,. . ." "', 

a menaoe to publi0 health or se.tety t sndthe:re are other uses 'whe~ 

a reduotion of more than twenty-:f1 ve percent can be made w1 t~ut bard

ship upon the individual OOnB'QC1e'r and with advantage totbe oommunity. 

It is 1mpoes1ble to enforce a st:t1ct17 'I:Ul1£o:rm cu:rtai~ent of tWOXl.ty'

:five percent, aDd it. wo'C.ld be cor:respoIldjngly lUlfa1:r to ~ov1cle & 

str1ct17 uniform reduction 1n :m1nil:t:am charges. SUCh conditions an 

taken care of in the followillg form of Order: 

ORDER ..... --~..-. 

!!!he eJ.ectric rates of Southern california Edison Com:P&ll7 
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now be1:cg before the Railroad C0DlJ118s1on ill the aoove-entitled 

matter for adjustment because of increased operating,expenees brought 

abo: by a shorte.ge of hydro-electric power, and the evid8nce betore 

the COmmission 1nd.1'cs.t1ng tb.s.t such shortage will r~8Ult 1nthe cur

tailment ot serv1c~e to electr1-c conewnera. and theOomss1on being 

-" of the opinion ;t~t moc.1t1eation 1~' to1~'mnm, chargee ehould be..,JJ&4. 
... . . .. .,.... .. ...... 

. , .. ",. 

on aCCO'Dl'lt o! Silch c'tlrta.i.lment in service, and other good. cause ap-

pearing. 

I~ IS BEREBY OED~ that 

1. Effective with b.i11B based on rega.le.r meter reac11nge 

take,n on and after J1l:ly 15. 1924. and ~til farther ordered,. the 

m1n1mum. che.rges set forth i~ Sehed1llea C-l, 0-2; :F-l, 11-4, :F-5. P-6 
. . . 

aIld P-ll. now filed nth this CoiImieeion by 'Southern Caltrorn1& Ed-

ison Compen,., as a:ppl1cable to ee.eli ind,ividual conBamer. '8J:i.all be 
.. , 

rea.uced in the same proport1on that it can be shown the.t his use' ,o:f 

electricity bae been et:.rteilee., prov~ded that in no ca.se aball anzr -
m:f.n1mam c~ge be ~edueed where there has been a curtailment' of 

the use of power o~ leas than ~ifteen perce~t. 

2. In cases where 8. 'consumer oper&tes an aa.x1118.r.Y sou-c. 

of power and thereby :reduces hie normal demam upon Southern Cal1:f-

0lXl.18 Edi eon Company t:or energl". th~ minimum chargee provided in sa.1d. 

Schedules o:f rctes shall be reduced during the :peri~ ot: operation 

of such SDXi11ary soa.l'Oe of power and the pendency' of,this Order. 

ill the proportion tbat the uee of ener€;7 frotl the system of the 

Southem Cc.11fom1a J::d1eoXl Company 10 reduced :from 841d normal de-
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mand b,.~ the opera.tion of sueb. a:cx1118.X7 source o£ pOwer • 

• , 0 3. ~e Ra1ll"OM Commission hereby reserves the 'r18ht 

. at azly,.t1me' to make axq :ttzrther orier or orders 121 the premia •• 

that ms:g. to it a:ppea.r ~uat and. :rea8om"cle. 

day . , . 

. , 

-4-

... 
'r 

Commissioners 


