Dooision Fo. /2 543

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE oF CAIII'ORNIAo

In the Matter of the Applicat'ion ) "5"\"% T‘H‘\ﬂ@ r\ ,-\ ﬂ
‘ *‘ _-u.::'ﬁ

of A, B. WATSON, transacting I ~N:
business under the fictitious e \w L

name and style of CROWN STAGE I ‘
LINES, for cextificate of pudblic Application Noe 9771
convenience and poceggity to i

operate pamsenger, baggage and
express service between Hunting=
ton Beach snd Long Beach. )

Clyde Bishop and L. W. Blodgett for applicant.

2. 2 Xorris, Os Ae Smith and EZ. O. Marler for
Pacific Electric Railway, protestant.

Te Ae Woods for Amexican Railway Zxprees,
Protestant,

BY THE COMMISSION:=-
OPINIONXN

A. Be Watson, transacting dusiness under the
fictitions name and style of Crown Stage Lines, has
applied to the Railroad Commission for a certificate of
public convemience and necessity to operate passengex,
baggago and express service between Huntington Beach
and Long Beach.

' Public hearings were held by Examiner Willicms
at Huntington Beach. .

Applicant herein seeks certifiocate of pudblic
conveniensce and necessity providing for an extension of
i1ts service between Santa Ana and Huntington Beach %o
Tong Deache At tho originel hearing spplicant asked pere
mission to smend its application requesting permisaioh to

operate as through cars automobile stagoes Ixrom the ¢city of

-]l -




Biverside through Santa Anz To Euntingtbn Beach and thence
from Hontington Beach to Long Beach and suthority to connect
up its separate omrationé, a8 now suthorized and ag herein
sought in a continuous through line from Rivers:lde to Long
Beach. In the amend.ed. application applicant also withd:rew
request Lo permission to tranapo:"t expross, and packages
origmtmg in Huntington Beach or Tong Beach or intermediate
points as requested origi.nnl'!.y and. npon this amendment by
applicant protest of American Railway Ixpress was withdrawn.
Applioant has xeoently acquired under Deoision Noe
12475 the 10031 1ine ‘betweon Riverside and. Santa Ana horato-
fore operated 'oy Je Co Best. Applicant als0 o;perates a line
f£rox Santa Ana to I.ong Beach by way of Garden Grove, Westmine
ater an& Seal :Beaoh.. Permission to convect with through
service the line from Riverside to Santa Ana with the oper=

ation by way of Westminster is also sought in the amended

applications

spplicent proposes o operate two t‘ni'ou.gh schednles
dns.ly votwoen Riverside and Long Beach via Santa Ana, leave
ing R:lverside at 8:50 A.M. and 2 P.Ms and leaving I.ong Beach
at 6357 Aol and 5:57 PoMe giving a running time of three
hours and twenty ninates 'between Loxng Beach and. Riverside by
way of Hunti.ngton Beaoh and Seal Beache An altemte 8ohe=
dnle leaving I.ong Boach at 9:%0 .A.M. exd 1:15 PeMe and. leave
ing Riverside at 11300 AJMe and 4'20 :P.M. is also ;pcrovid.ed
by way of Garden Grovo and Westminster. It is thns proposed
to give four through round trips dally betwen Riveraidz and

Long Beackh.
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Schedules of fares are offered in Exhibit ma"
attached to the application and spplicant proposes the use

of safety coaches which equipment is now generally in nse
in kis varioas oporationse.

An Important part of his application is the exten-
slon sought between Euntington Beach and Iong Beach; This
met oppoesition on the pert of the Pacific Zlootric Railway
which bas long maintained rnil sexrvice hetweon tormini a8
a part of its Ios Angeles - Newport - Balboa tbrough 1ine. .
Recently a new concrete state highway, conneotlng termini and

paralleling the tracks of the railway company line has

been opened to the public and offers ideal conditions for _

stage operation.

In support of its applicationﬁmany witneasea were
introduced to show a public demard for this extension. These
witnesses were from Huntington Beach, Talbexrt, Wintersburg
and points slong applicant’s present service between Santa |
Aza and Euntington Beache It was their testimony that
freguently they wished to travel to Loxg Beach and preferred
a through stege service t0 n change st Huntington Beach to
cars of protestant Pacific Zlectric Railway. These witnesses
complained +that the service maintesined dy this protestant is
inadequate and incoxnvTenient because of the transfers neoeaaary
either at East Long Seach or at Norfh Long Beach in order to
recch +the busine 83 portion o2 the city og Long Beaoh. Tostimony
ot these witnessos was not impressive that there is either a
large population to be sorved by such an operation or that

there would be any corsidersble use of the sorvioo.




Witnesses were also introduced from Huntingtor Beach

and from Sunset Besch, Anaheim Landing and other intermediste
pqints betweon Huntington Beach and Long Beach, to show a
necessity for additional service to and from Long Besche The
main complaint of all these witnesses was thet the servioe
into I.dng Béach was not 80 objectionsdle as the return servioce..
w1tﬁo§aea desoridbed how they made good oconnections with the in=
bou.ﬁd local cars at the points of transfer to Long Beach dut

orn returning failed to commect with the less frequent service
on the Los Angeles-Huntington Beach service necessitating waitse
somotimes o:f an hour or more for these ocars, as the ‘only BeTw
vice maintained by protestant Pacific Electric Railway between
Long Beach and Eantington Beach is ‘the through service alluded
i:o. Similar complaint was made by several witnesses from
Huntington Beach.

o The comparison of the service offered by applicant with
toat offered by the Pacific Xlectric Railway shows that applicant
offors six schedulea da:uy between Huntington Beach and Long
Beach beginning at 7:26 in the morning and ending at '7.40 :ln the
eveninge Operation from Long Beach to Humtimgton Beach has
soven schedules beginning at 6357 in the morning, the last oar
leavinglr..ong Beach at 10330 P.M. This provides an operation
practically every two hours from each terminal. ‘

Protestant Pacivic Electric Railway provides fourteen
gervices from East long Bench and North Long Beach to‘Hu.nting-
ton Beach and. vice versa beginning at 5’50 AJM. at North I.ong
Beach md. 4356 AM. at ..ast Long Beach and with the last oar
leaving East Long Beach at 12:29 A.M. and leaving Huntington
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Beach at 11:36 P.l. The headway varies from one houxr and
five minntes in peak travel hours to two hours and twenty
minotes at other times, Zxcept for variations in the time
of the arrival and departure it is apparent thet the sexrvice
offered by applicant is not an improvement in quantity over
the existing services The benefit otfe;-éd ‘By" applicant®s
service is the through mect trméportat:!.on ot pnuongei-s
from Fontington Beacg_.'to' Lorg.3esachk To.the business portion
0f the city without transfer and this seemed to be the burden
of all the witnesses produced dy spplicant.
Protestant Pacific Electrir Railway through its

traffiec passenger manager, O. A. Smith introdmnced exhibits and

testimony concerning the operation now established and whioh
protestant regards as adequates It was Mr. Smith's testimony
that through service to Lomg Beach had been planned for a long
time dut that recent decline in prodnction in the Hmtington
Beach o0il field had reduced traffic to a point where & through
gervice seems an u;proiitable vonturee Ho also testified that
a physical connection has now been made at Seal Beaoh between
the main line operating to Eontington Beach and the lines oper-
ating into the City of Long Besch whioh would make fhrough 80Yw
vice practicable but in his Judgment would be unprofitable and
that such through service would not be established unless ree

quired by this Commission.
Exhibits filed by this protestant included a traffic

cheok (Protestant's Exbibit No.2) made on .&pril 16th, 1924
ahowing xhe passengers destined to points other than Iong Beach
on this '.l.ine showed that f£ifty passengers were tranaported from
Long Beaoh to Huntington Beach and intermediate points of whom
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fourteen boarded the Huntington Eeach car at Willowville,
thirty five at East Long Beach and one at S‘e&l Beach. In
opposite direction :tbrty oight passengers ‘boarded‘the cars
at Huntington Beach and points intermediste to Seal Bea.oh
of whom thixty three transferred to Iong Beach oars at

East Toxg Beach and fifteen at North Long Beach. This did
not include—condactors cash fares. Another exhibit (Bro-
tostant’s Exhibit No.vs) ghows that the revenue from business
botwoen Hortington Besch and Tong Beach daring Maroh, 1924

was $352.32 in cash fares and $258,24 from commutation bookse

Another exhibdit (Protestantls Exhibit Noe4) showed the montbh~-
1y revenue of fhe line (:aniudmg all the business between
Los Angeles, Enntington' Beach snd Newport Beach) from Maroh,
1922 %o and inclnding Februsry,1924s  The significant feate
are of this exhibvit is that the apex of traffic 1s shown 0 |
be in Angust, 1923 whenm 77,909 passongers were transported
and a revenune of $30,000439 earnede The average for a jyear
prevlong bad ngt drapped haldw 50,000 fadaatigers & nonths
From Augast, 1923 to YFebruary, 1924 a gradnal deocline o:‘: voth
passengers snd Yevenue 1is shown, until in Februaxry 44y, 365
pasgengers were oarried (the smallest quantity in two yoars)
and the earnings rednced to $16,151483 (also the smallest in
two years). This was explained by Mre Smith to be dme to
the falling off of activity in the 0il fields adjacent to
Huntington Beach snd it was his testimony that even with the
best earnings possible the Toad was still nn;proﬁtablo.l Mre

Smith admitted that there bad been 80meé laxity in not provid-
ing for positive connecting schednles with the Long Besach
locgl service and that probvadly sauch positive cézmection.
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togothor with a fair amount of prrdence on the part of the

passengers in bosrding local cars to meet these commeotions,
would obviate muck of the complaint.
It appears from the testimony in this proceeding

that there does exist a mood for better transportation facili~
.ties betfreen Juntington Beach and Long Beach than is now pro-
vided by:'-protestant Pacific Electric Ra;lway. The wecord is
not cornvineing, howe{rer, that the remedy is the establishment
of a competitive stage operation paralleling the entire track-
age of fourteen miles at a time when this important rail ser-
vice is at the low ebd of patronage and xevenuqé. From all
evidence defore us it appears that the sitmation cean be dest
met by the establishment of = throughk service between Huntington
Beack and Long Besch by protestant Pacific Eleotric Railway snd
this aervié.e may be established by using a connectio_n recently
ingtalled at Seal Besch and by the operation of a sufficient
number of through cara between Huntingtor Beach and Long Beach
utilizing this commection to meet public :equirementé. From the
tegtimory it appeers that there has been comsiderable inorezse
in population in the past four or Live years at all the points
served by pr‘otes‘cam end that it 1s probadle a through rail ser-
vice wonld-receive much better supyport than the transfer service
now establisheds This, we believe, would a&jus&: the service to
the meeds of thoe public, eliminate jfust complaint now existing and
rolieve this pro‘tostmt of the mecessity of meeting competition
of a stage operatioX.

In reaching this conclusion we axe not uzmindful of-

the aa'é‘antaées,‘ both as to operation end equipment, proposed by




. applicant but a long familiarity with the operation of pro-~
t.estant botwoen texmini leads us to oconclmde thet it 1s in=
cumbent on protestant to provide adeguate service and that’
it should be required so to do. Should protestant fail to
eatsblish suoch through service then the commission may Te-
considexr appliocation herein.

Upon the resord,” therefore, as indicated above, we
£ind as a fact that padblic couvenience and nsecessity do not
require at this time the operation proposed by applicant be=
twoon Juntirgton Beach and Long Beach and Lt the a‘pplioatio'n
therefor should be denied withont prejudice. We also £ind as
a fact from the recoxrd herein that public necessity does Te-
quire the establishment by protestant Pacific Electrio Railway
of a through service adequate as to equipment and scbednles
between tormini and the order herein will direct this protestie
ant to estadblish such sexvice. |

Applicant's request for a certificate for through
service from Biversia.e to Long Beach via Enontington Beach 1s
of course included in the genial of a certificate of the- right
to o;pe:ra_te between these termini. ZIZxhibit filed by applicant
(Applicant’s Exhibit No.l)showed that for ‘the twelve months end=
ing naroh.,'1924 applicant ‘pad transported between Riverside and
Long Beach by transfer at Saxis Ana and over its lino via Weat~
ini.nstot 4,860 passengers in both directionse, an average of
slightly over thirteen dafly.It was the testimony of L. E. Shute,
nanager of applicant’s lines and R. Ce Best, manage:rab:f applie
cant®s Riverside 'brai'xoh that o majority of these passengers SON=

pleined of the transfer necessary at Santa Anae Proof as to the

nocessity of a through service between Riverside and I.ong Beaoh’

via Westminster is found only in the testimony of two o2 appli=
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cant's officers and is not sufrficient in our Judgment to
Jua‘ti:fy tho grant at this time.

ORDER
4A.B.Tatson doing business under the Lictitious

name of the Lrown Stages has msde application to the Rail-
road Commission for & certificate of public convenience

and necessity to operate péssenger, bagguge and express
Service Detween Euntington Beach and Long Beach and to
operate throngh Steges between Riverside ang Long Beach via.
Huntington Beack and vis Westminster, a pudlic hearing
‘having been held, the matter neving been duly submittod

and now deing ready for decision,

IEE RAILROAD COLISSION OF THE STATE OFP. CALIZCRNIA
EZ23BY DECLALRES that ublic convenience and necassiﬁy do'not
reguire the operations Proposed by applicant herein at this
time and that the application herein be denied withouwt vpre~
Judice. |

IT IS ZZREZBY ORDZRED that the above entitled applica-
tion be, =nd the same heréby is denied.

IT IS ZURTHER ORDERED that brotestant Pacifiec Zlectric
2ailway horein having opposed the abplication herein on the
ground that 1its service is now cdequate and sufficient ang,
the Commission rinding as a zact herein thet said service is
not adequate or efficient dut that ssame msy be easily made
S0 by the establishment of through sexvice between.Huntiﬁgton
Seach and Long Besch,

T IS FTEREBY PURTEER ORDERED that protestant Pacifie
Blectric Razlway'within thixrty (30)days from date hereof £ile

with this Commission its fares snd schedules for a throuwgh Service
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betwoen Hantington Beach and Loxg Beach, via Seal Beach, and

that saild service be established within sixty (60) days after

.dato hereof.
. . A
Dated at San ¥ramcisco, Californis this ___ 2V~ day

Q///éﬁ%

Commisgssioners.




