
Decision No. '3 g Ii ~ 
BEFORE TEE 3llIaOAJ) COmaSSION OF T:s:E STATE OF C.AJ.,IFOP.1~IA. 
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ID. the Ma.tter of the A:ppliea.tiOll ) 
of the City of Santa Monica, for ) 
an order authorizing the crossing ) 
of Railroad Tracks of Southern ) 
Psci!1e,R~i1road Compan7, et al.~ ) 
at grade Sot Sixth Street, 1n sa.id ) 
City. ) 

Application No. 944~. 

Chester L. Coffin, City Attorney, for App~icant. 
Fl'a.Dk xa.rr. for Southern Paoifio P.a.ilroo.d Comps.ny. 

Southern Pacific c~pany and Pacific ~ectric 
?.e.ilwa.y Company. 

John~. Be~, for Los Angeles County Graae 
Crossing Co~ttee. 

BY TEE COMMISSION: 

OPINION ON ~;RI~G. 

The COmmission, ~ its Deoiei~ No. 13.145, issued 

February 13, 1924, de~ed the sbove entitled applioation. Applicant 

_:lilec. a. :petition :or rehearing in this matter March 4. 1~24. 
In the petitio~ for reheartng it is alleged tn e!fect that 

MOnica 'has revised its :p~tl.ne for the =.ethoe. o! ':"'\a.k1ng the proposed. 

grade crossing at Sixth Street with ~ticular reference to e11m1nat-

~ the hazard, zet forth ~ ~he Com:1sS1~'3 Deei3~on, reterred to 

above, due to laok of visibilitY' and. steopness of gra.des of a:pproaoh 

at the proposed grade orossing an~ that applioant now des1res to 

set before the Commission such rovised ~lans; that e~plioa:c.t pro­

poses to estab~ish suCh safety devioes at or near the grade crossing 

as to give ad.equate protection to the public. 

A public hear~g was held on the pet1ti~ tor rehearing 

in the ab,ove entitlod. ma.tter, be:::::ore 3xam5ner Williams in Santa 

MOllica, May 20~ 1924. 

At the rehear~ in this matter, a.~plicant introiuced its 

revised p~s tor the proposed grade crossing. These plsns Show 

1.42 



that the City of Santa Monica now desires to construct S~h 

Street from Colorado Avenue to Pem:lsylv8,nia Avenue, "'11thin which 

distance the grade crossing applied for is located, with the follow-

ing grCl.d. e s : Colore.do ~venue to railroad. right of way. a dista.:o.ce 

of some 400 feet on a 2.59 per cent grade, descending to\vard the rail­

road, thence on a gra.d.e of 5~ pe=cent over the 100 toot right of way 

descending toward the south, crossing the track at grade, thence fro~ 

tho ra11r~d right of way to Ponnoylvnn1a AvenUG aome 260 feet ~ a 

grade of 3.74 percent descend.ing toward the track. City En.ceineer of 

S~ta Monica testified that he would. recommend lowering the established 

grade a.t Sixth and :Pennsylvania. Avenue two or three feet, which would 

red:c.ce the m te of grade froe. the railroad right of vlfJ,y to pennsylvania 

Avenue to 2.54 ~ercent. The contem~la.ted grade of 2.59 percent be-

tween Colorado Avenue and. the railroad property involves the abolition 

of that portio~ of tho spur tracks and a l~bor shed w1th~ t~e ,ro-

posed street, located some 155 feet southerly from Colorado Avenue. 

These grades of a.ppro~Ch are materi~y less t~ those proposed at 

thO orig~l hearing in this matter. 

To ~rovide better view conditions ~t the requested grade .. 
crossing applicant proposes to r~ove the wedge of ea~th within the 

100 foot railroad right of way for a distance of 100 feet along the 

track on either side of Si~h Streot. 

The cost of the proposed grs.d.e crossi::lg~ exclusive of :pr~ 

viding any protection at this traCk, but including ~v1ng, side~alk 

and. ~b, was est~ted by applicant to be $22,260. This plan con-

templates gr~ding of an 80 ~oot highw~y. If a grade crossing were 

'to be constructed a.:l automatic fla.gman should. 'be installed. which would 

a.c1.d an additional expense of some $600, making a. total of approx1ma.te-

17 $22,860. 

Pacific ElectriC Railway Company presented an estimate 

showing that an overgra.d.e structure could be installed, excl.usive of 
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paving and sidewalks on toot portion of tho street outside the 11m1ts 

o~ the ovorgrade, ztructuro, for $13,550. T!:.i s imp=ovement to COll-

3ist of an overhoad tiQbor struct~re 300 feot long carrying a 20 foot 

road.way and two six foot sid.ewa.lks a.nd providing for earth filled grades. 

of approach on either side of the ttmber structure. ~he earth fills 

to diverge from a width of 40 feet at either end of the timber struet-

ure to the maxim~ wid.th pe:m1esible with1n the 80 :foot street so that 

the fills would not run outside the street lines. To compare the 

two estimates, the paving, si~ewalks and curbs of that portion of 

Sixth Stroot not within tho limits of the t~ber ovorgrade. must be 

subtre.cte~,fro~ the city's est~te, ~hich amounts to $6.280, leaVing 

a total of ~16,577 for the city's pl~ as cocpared to the cost of the 

overgrade structure proposed by Pacific ElectriC Company of ~13,560. 

The CoQmission's engineers stated that they had prepared an esti=ate 

which ver.7 closely checked in plan aDd cost with that presented by 

I",·· .-

Pa.cific Electric Company, 'but as there ';laS pre.cticaJ~ly no opposition to 

either of the estimates pres~ted as to quant1ty or ~it costs, the 

COmmission's engineers did not introduce their esti~te in evidence. 

The Los A!lgeles County grade cross1tlg Comi ttee appeared 

to oppose the grant~~ of this application on the ground that under 

the conditione When the p~ical conditions were so favorable to a 

grade separation~ ~u'blic convenience and ~ecessity does not warrant 

the hazard that would be incident to the construction of the proposed 

grade crossing applied for here~ 

There is no question out that the plan for a grade crossing 

as now presented 'by tho city is less hazardous and less objeetionable 

than that presented when this matter was before the C~iss10n at the 

prior hearing, but it also appears tr~t a reasonably adoquate grade 

would cost to construct the grude crossing ~de= the cityls modifie& 
" , 

plan. l..pplicant argo.es that the t1:rl.ber' structure has 3. short life 

SIl~ woilld reqUire a higher :ca.intenance cost tho.n wo'llld a grade crossing. 
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The tost1c.o~ shows that tce exictitlg timber overgracle struet'tlre 

at Seventh Street within ~OO feet o~ the crossing appliea for herein 

was constructed over 30 yea.rs 8.50, and. that wi til. O!lly minor expend1-.. 
tures for mautona.nco. it is still i:l servico, and thst tho estil:lated 

life of the til::lber o'V'ergrade st::"llot'CI'e Droposed by :Paoific Electric 

Company is at least ~;enty-five years. 

~Ae evidence introd.uced at the rehe&ri!lg in this application 

suostantiates the C~mmis~ion'z conclusi~ rea~oa in its ~r1or order 

in this matter ths.t this app11eation for So grad.e crossing at Sixth 

Street sho'C.ld. be denied.. ~ V1~1 of the fact. the pbysicnl cona1t1ons 

at the proposea crossing lend the=selves so favorably to an av.ergrade 

orossing, it s~pears that authority for suCh a structure Should be 

gnmted at this ti::le, as ,"e tUld.erstand. the City MS received the ne-

cesss.ry property to extend. Sixth street from Colorado .!v6:lUe to 

Pe:msyl Vallis. Avenue e.n.d. if !.t ie the d.esire of the C1 ty of santa 

Monica to open Si~h Street across the railroad by the co~struct1on 

of a:l overgTtl.de crossing, the oourse will then be o~enec.. for such an 

improvement without further presentation to this Cammission. The 

order will so provide. 

The City of Santa Monica having ma.d.e ~pplica.t1Oll foX' 8. ro-

hearing on the e.bove entitled e.ppl.ice.tiOll, wherein authority ie asked. 

for pe~ieeion to oonetr~ot a grade crossing at Sixth street over a 

railroad trcck O~lIlCa by Southe~ Pacific 3a11road Cam~any whioh is. now 

lease~ ~d operated by ?acitic Electric Rsilu~y Company in the City 

of S&:l.ta UOnioa, So publio hecring baving been held. on the a.pplics.tion 

for rehearing, the Ca.cmission being apprised oi the ~a.cts, the matter 

being under sUomiseion s.n.d ready for deci·s1oll, 

Deois1on No. 15146, datea February 15, 1924, insofar as permission 

to construct Sixth Streot over said tracks is denied, be, and. it is 

hereby sustained. 



be and it is hereby granted to the City of Santa ~on1ce. county of 

Los Angelee, St~te of Cslifor.nia, to construct an overgrade crossing 

at Sixth Street across the tr~ck of Souther.n Pacific ?~ilroad Coc~any, 

knOWll a.s the 'lTSa:lta Uonica Air LiJ:le'IT, now lea.sed. 'by :Pa.cific ~ectric 

:EW.ilws.;r Company at the location shoVln on the ma.p atta~ed. to the 

a:p:pli~tion. ~id cross~ to be c~structed su'bject to the follo~~ 

COM it 1ons.. name ly: 

(1) The overgrade cross~ Shall be constructed at Sixth 

Street extend.ed. a.cross the track in accordance with plens which shall 

ha.ve bee:::l. approved 'by t:l:.1s CoI:::lission. 

(2) The entire expense of constrncting the overgrade 

c:rose1l:lg shall 'be borne by applica:lt. The cost of its maintenance 

thereafter shall be borne 'by applicant, except that any dacages 

caused by the oporations of tho railroad shall bo 'bornc by the r~1lro~d. 

(3) Said. ove:grade crossiJ:Jg shall conforI:l with the require­

::'lents of this Com:niss1o::.'I s general order No. 2& With respect to clear-

ances. 

(4) Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days thereatter, 

notif,7 this Commission, in writing, of the cam~letion of the instal-

la.tion of sa.id overgrade crossing. 

(5) If seid overgrade crossing Shall not have been in-

stalled \"litl:.in O:le year from the date of this order, the authorization 

herein granted shall the~ lapse a~d b&come VOid, unl~e6 further t~e 

is granted by sub$equ~t order. 

(6) T~e Comcission reserves the right to make suoh further 

oxdor relative to the location, co~struction, operation, ma~te~ce 

~~ proteetion o~ said av&rgrade crossing as to it ~y seem right 

~d proper, ~d to re~oke its peroi$sio~ if, in its judgment~ the 

public convenience and neoessity de~~d suCh action. 

This order zhall beco~e offective ten (lO) days after tho 
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~k1ng thereof. 

Da.ted ~t San Pr8.!lc1sco~ californ1a, this ~B' rc:::. de.y of 

JUly~ 1924. 


