Decision No. (385 L .
REFORE TES RAILROAD COMDISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFOENIA.
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Io the Watter of the ipplicaticna ) if ] !ﬁ L}@ U \\.} A&:
of the City of San®a lMonica, for )
an order authorizing the crossing )
of Railrosd Tracks of Southern }  Application No. 9449.
Pacific. Reilroasd Company, ot al., )
at grade at Sixth Street, in said ;
city.

Crester I. Coffin, City Attorney, f£or ippiicant.

Prapk Xarr, Lor uou*hern Pecific Railroad Compaeny,
Southern Pacific Campany and Pacific Electric
2ailway Comp.ny

Jokn R. Berryman, for Los Angeles County Grade
Crossing Committeeo.

BY TEE COMMISSION:
OPINION ON REHZARING.

The Commission, in its Decision No. 13,146, issued
Pebruary 13, 1924, denied tae sbove entitled application. Applicant

f£iled & potition for rehearing in this matter Vareh &, 1924.
In the petition for rehearing it ic alleged im effect thet

subsequont to the hoaring on thics application, %the City of Santa
Yonice has Tevised its planme for the method of making the prgposed
grade crossing at Sixth Street wilh varticuler reference to eliminate-
ing the khazard, cetl 2orth in the Commission’s Decision, referred to
above, due to lack‘of visibility snd stecprness of grades of approsch
at the proposed grade crossing and that applicant now desires to

get before the Commission such roviced plang; that cpplicant pro-
poses to ectadlish such safety devices at or near the grade crossing

as to give adequate protection %o the public.

A public hearing was neld oa the vetition for rehearing
in the above entitlod matter, belore Sxaminer Williams in Santa
Yonica, May 20, 1924.

At tho rehearing in this matter, applicant introduced 1ts

rovised vlans for the proposed grade croscing. Trhese plhans show




that the City of Santa Monica noew desires to construct Sixth

Street from Colorasdo Avenue to Peansylvania Avenue, within which
@istance the grade crossing epplied Ffor is located, with the follow-
ing grades: Coloredo avenue to railrosd right of way, & distance

of some 400 feet on a 2.59 per cent grade, descending toward the rail-
road, thence on & grade of 5.3 percent over the 100 200t right of way
descending toward the south, crossing the tracx at grade, thence from
the railroad right of way to Peansylvania Avenue aome 260 feet on &
grade of 3.74 percent descending toward the track. City Exngineer of
Santa Monica testifiod that he would recommend Lowering the established
grade at Sixth snd Pennsylvanie Avernume two or three Zeet, whlch would
reduce the rate of grade from the rallroad right of way to Pennsylvania
Avenne to 2.54 percent. The contoemplated grade of 2.59 percent be-
tweon Colorado Avenue &nd the railrosd property involves the abolition
of that portion of the spur tracks and & lumber ched within the pro-
‘posed street, located some 165 ZLeet soutaerly from Colorado Avenue.
Thege grades oflapproach are materislly lees than those proposed at

the original hearing in this matter. |

7o provide better view conditions at the requested grade
crossing applicant proposes to remove the wedge of eexth within the
100 foot railroad right of way +ov & distence of 100 feet slong the
tracl on elther side of Sizﬁh Streect.

Nhe cost of the proposced grade crossing, exclusive of pro=
viding any protection at this track, out including paving, sidewalk
arnd curd, was estimated by applicent to Dbe $22,260. This plen con~
templates grading of an 80 Zoot righway. £ o grado crossing were
"$0 bo constructed au automatic flegman should pe installed which would
add sn sdditionsl expense of some $600, meking & total of approximate-

1y 22,860,
Pacific Zlectric Railway Compaxy prosented sn estimate

showing that an overgrade sitruciure could be instelled, exclusive of
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paving and sidewalks om that portion of the street omtside the limits

oZ the overgrade ctructure, Zor {13,560. This improvement to con~

sist of an overhoad timber structure 300 feet long cerrying a 20 foot
roadwsy and two six foot sidewalks and providing for earth filled grades
of epproach on either side of the timber structure. The earth 2ills

to diverge from o width of 40 Zeet at either ond of the timber struet-
Tre to the maximum width perxmiccsible within the 80 Loot street so that
the fills would not run outcide the street lines. 70 compare tre

two estimates, the paving, sidewalks and curbs of that portion of

Sixth Stroot not within tho limits of the timber overgrsde, nust de
subtracted from the city’s estimate, whick amownts to §6,280, leaving =

a total of GL6,577 for the city's plen &s compared to the cost of the

overgrade structure proposed by Pacific Zlectric Company of $13,560.

The Commission’s engineers stated trhat they nhad prepared an estimate

which very clocsely checked in plen and cost with that pfesente& by
Pacific ZTlectric Company, but as there was prectically no opposition to
either of the estimavtes prescented as 10 quantlty or wnit cocts, the
Commission’s engineers did not introduce their estimete in evidence.

The Los sAngeles County grade crossing Committee appecred
to oppose the grenting of this aﬁplicatioﬁ on the ground that wnder
tho conditions when the physical con&itiéns were so favorable to &
grade separation, public convenience and necessity does not warraant
the hazard that would be incideat to the comstruction of the proposed
grade crossing applied for herein.

There 13 no guestion out that the plan for & grade crossing -
as now presented by the city ic less razardous and less objectionable
than that vrecented when this matter was before thae Commission at the
prior hearing, butl if also appears thet & reasonably adeguate grade
separation can be effected Lere for g loce .amomat of money than 1t

would cost to construct the grade crossing umder the clty's modified
plan. ipplicent exrgues that the timber siructure hes a short 1life

and would require & lhigher maintenance cost than would a grade crosgssing.
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The tostimorny shows that the exlcting timbvex overgrade structure

at Seventh Strect within 400 ZLeet o2 the crossing applied for herein
was constructed'over 30 yoars ago, and that with only minor expendi-
tures for maintenanco, it is still in cervico, and that tho estimated
1ife of the timber oversgrade strueture nroposed by Pacific Zlectric
Company is at least twenty-Zive years.

Tne evidence introduced at the rekeering in this applicstior
substantiatos the Commission’s conclusion reacked in its priox ordex
in thie metter thet this application for a grade eroscing et Sixik
Street should be demied. Iz view of the Zact the physical conditions
at the proposed croesing lend themselves so favorably to axn overgrade

crossing, it appeers that sutkority for suck & structure skhould be

granted st tkis time, as we wndersianc tae City has received the ne-

cessery property %0 extead Sixth Street from Colorad o Avenue to
Pennsylvania Avenue snd if it ic the desire of the City of Sante
Yonica to oper Sixth Street zeross the reilroed by the coxstruction
of an overgrade crossing, the course will then be opened for suck an
improvement without fuxrther prosentaiion to this Commission. Tke

order will so m»rovide.

ORDER ON REEEARING.

The City of Sante Morica having mede application for a ro=-
rearing on the above entitled application, vherein suthority ic asked
for vermission to canstruct a grade crossing 2t Sixth Street ovexr a
roilroed track owned by Souwthera Pacific Railrcad Company whickh is now
leaced and operated by Pacilic Electric Railvay Company in the City
of Saxta Monica, & puwblic hecring baving been held on the application
for rehearing, the Commission belng apprised of the facts, the matter

belng vnder submission and roady for decision,

T7 IS TERERY ORDERED thet Commission's oxder in its
Declision No. 13146, dated Februsry 13, 1924, insofar as permission
to sonstruct Sixth Street over said tracks is denied, be, and it is

zereby sustained.




IT IS EEREZY ZURTESR QRDERED that permission and suthority

be and it is hereby granted 1o the City of Sexnta Moricz, County of
Los ingeles, Stote of Califormie, to coastruct an overgrede crossing
at Sixtk Street across the track of Soutkern Pacific Railroed Company,
xown a¢ the "Santa Monica Alr Line™, now leased by Pacific Electric
Reilway Compary at the 1o§ation shoﬁn on the map attackzed to the
application, szid crossing t¢ be consérngted snpject to the Lollowing
conditions, nemely:

(1) The overgrade crossing shall e comstructed et Sixth
Street extended across the track in accor@ance witk plens whick shell
have been approved by tkis Commissior.

(2) Tre ontire expense of constructing the overgrade
croscing skall be borze by applicant. The cost of 1te malntenance
therocfter snall be borne by epplicant, except that any dapaeges
caused by the operations of the railroad shall be boraec by the rallroad.

(3) Said ovexgrade crossing skall conform with the require-
ments of this Commiscion®s geroral order No. 26 with regpect to clesxr-
ances.

(4) Applicant shall, within tairty (30) days trereafter,
notify this Commicesion, ir writing, of the complotion of the instal-
lation of caild overgrade crossing.

(5) If seid overgrado croscing shell not ave been in-
stalled within one year from the date of this order, the authorization
heroin granted skhall tkez lepse and become void, unleés further time
is granted by subsegquent orxder.

(6) Tre Commission reserves the right to make suck fuxrther
order relative %o the location, construction, overation, maintenance
and protection of said overgrade crossing as o 1t xay seem right
and proper, aad to revoke its permission if, in its Judgment, the
public convenience and necessity demand such action.

This oxder shall become offective ten (10) days after the
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raling thereof.
Dated at Sux Francilsco, California, this ZQ 71:,
July, 1924

/ - Commn.es:.onc*s /




