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BEXQORE TZE RAIIROAD COMMISSION STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter 02 the Application )
02 Zern County Transporiation )
Company, a Corporation, for )
“gortificate of pudlic convenience ) Application No. 9953
and neceszity to operate passonger )
auto stage service betweon Bakers- )
“£ield and 3ishop and intermedizte )
pointse )

Alfred Siemon, Lor applicant

Eaxrvey W. Guthrie, for Owens Valley Trarnsportation
Company and Raynond F. Zamp, protestants

T.A.Woods, for Americar Railway Zxpress,protestant

E.H.Gogarty,for Southern Pacific Ry., protestant

BY TEE COMMISSION:

Kexn County Transportation Company, a corporction,
ha3 made application to the R-flroad Commission for a certi-
ficate of pudlic convenience a4 necessity to egtablish
service for the transportztion of passengers and packages
botween Bakersfield snd Democrat Hot Springs, Bodfisk,
Isabella, Woldon, Onyx, Freemaxn, Indian Wells, Iittle Lake,
ﬁniwee, Olancka, Cottonwood, LoneAPino; Independence5 Pish
Springs, Big Pize, and Bishop. XNo local service is PTo-
poced betwoen Lone 2ine and Bishop.

A public hearing herein was conducted by Examiner

Williame at Sakxersfields




Applicant corporation ls xow conducting pasgsen-
ger service from Bokersfield to various voints o2 Xern
Coanty, 1nciuding Taft. 4ccording to the testimony of
Ce Co Eaworth, president of applicant corporation, the
service is proposed in resporse to an aversge demand at
applicant's 022ice 02 three persons daily since June lst
forx transjoxtation direct to points ensé of the Sierra
Xovada mountains and to mountaln resorts. The route pro-
posed by apylicant follows the plamned stato highway east-
wardly from Bakersfield, Lollowing the Xern river, to the
Red Rock Canyon road in the Owens valley, thence noxth to
Bichop. The operation would traverse, except Lor a portion
of the'disfance,‘unimproved mountain zoads, some of them
containing heavy grades and somewhat perilous operation
and a journoy over unimproved desert roads also under con-
siderable difficultye Applicant proposes a semi-weekly
gorvice leaving Bakersficld Wednesdays and Saturdays and
leaving Bishop Mondeys and Thursdeys. The schedule calls
for approximately twelve bours botween termini amd the

equipuent offered is two ll-passenger cars of approved

type and suoh additional as may be requirede The disTtance

to be traversed 1z 242 miles between termini and the fLares
are baged on 6.2 cents por passenger nmile. Rates for
packages are based on distance, the lowest rate being 75
cents for 100 pounds or less witk a minimum charge of 50
conts for any distance up to 50 miles and a raximun of
52475 per 100 pounds for a distance up to 250 miles,
pinimum $l.35. Eand baggage t0 the amount of 50 pounds




will Yo carried free, other baggaoge taking the package
ratese
Applicont was supported dy tho tostimony of

Homer Ce Xatz, a member 02 the Commercial Association of
Bakersfield, Paul Derkum, president of the Exchenge Club
02 Bakersfield, Fred Z. rishering, salosman of Redlicks
Department Stowre, and Ds E. Brophy. Accoxding to these
witnesses there is a commercial demand for Intercommuni-
cation boitween the east side and the west side of the
Sierra Nevada mountains othexr than the xaill route dy way

of Xojave. It was pointed out that transportation and

commanicatioﬁ now require s rail Journey from Bakersfield

to Mojave with 2 change of cars at lojJave for points
north'ana at Owenyo a further change to points noxth of
Owenyo and a stage journmey from the railroad terminus at
Laws to Bishop. This involved from 24 to 72 bours for
passengers or property in transit gocording o these
witnesses and the proposed service of applicant would
roach customers and business houses in a much sherter
period.

1t was aleo stown that $800,000 has been proe
vided for the cometruction of the new state highwsy follow-
ing the Kern river and that the County has provided
$100,000 additional for construction worke The route now
existing is traversidle by such vehicles as it is proposed
to use, the most difficult portion being the divide over
the mountains where the road ic described as narrow and

digficult.




Tao necessity for transportation to Owens Valley
pointe by "daylight” service was rogarded as Impoxtant by
witnesses for appliéant and particularly 2 need f£or seT-
vice to polints on +ae wost side of the mowntainse In
addition, witness Pishering testifled that Redlick's De-
partmont Store had roceived some orders fronm 3ig ?ine,
Tone Pine, Indopondence, 3istop, Indlan Wells, and Inyo-
ke:n, which had besn 2illed by ax@ress 0z parcels péat&

Canrlesz A. Hend, oﬁner 0f the Xeraville Stagé Coe
operating beitwoon Kexnville and 3skersfield via Callente,
tostified that service is already givern by this protestart
to Walkox's Bezinm, 204dfish, Isabella, and Onyx, points
sought by‘applicanx on the wést side of the mountains vie
the Kern river route. This service is by a conmection at
Teebolla with the Xsabella-Onyx stage line operated undex
valid authority by'Peter Tarsen. On the eagt side of the
mouxtain range the Owexns %alley Transportetion Conpany .
provides sezvice beiween Lone 2inec and Bigkop, 3erving all
pointss In addition protéstant Southern Pacific Railxroad
gives service $o all Owens Valley poiats, leaving Bakers-
£501d at 11:55 D.m. and rescuing Jews at 12:10 Dke, Te-
turning leaving Lawe at 2:30 Dex. and roaching Bakersfiocld
at 2:23 s.me These services are daily except Sunday. It
was the tectinony of C. E. \lyxes, local agent of protos;
tant Southern Dacific Railway, thet during the month of
June‘only twelve tickets had beexn sold from Bakorsfield

+0 Owons Valley points. Othexr exnibits were £iled by tnis

protestant showing that Its earnings per trein mile for a




vear precading Jume 30, 1924 were 91 cents between Mojave
and Owenyoe and ¢1l.06 hetween Owenyo zand o Jave, regzarded
by protostant as indicative of the small demand for trans-
portation to Owens Valley points at all times.

Lhe yrotestants were supported also by the testi-
noney of . A Glasscock of 3ishop, newspaper publisher,
and O Je Purdy, of 3iskop, menager of tee Owens Valley
Transportation Company. Their testimony was in offect
that tzore was no demand for service between the east side:
ond the west side of the Sierya Nevada mountains and that
the noeds of the Owens Valley side on the eas’ were fully

met by'the stage operation between Lone Pire ecnd Bishop

and that the traffic was not sufficient to Justily any

28ditionnl service without ruining the exisgiing service. .
Protestant Southern Pecific Reilway prodaced W. L. Rowan
of Bistop, Re D. GLimore, 4. L. Wengenheim smd Don Ximmer
ot Bake:sfield; all of waom téstiu‘.’ied they used the sexrvico
of the Sonthern Pacific and deemed it adequates Trotestant
American Railway Express introduced exhibits showing several
services commocting with the Southerz Pacific trains betweon
Xojiave and Lawse

Féom all tae testimony_produced by epplicant znd
protestants, 1t appears that there is not now a need fox
the service proposed by applicents MNany of the pointe
sought to be served by applicont on the west side of the
rarge now tave adeguate service which has been in existence
in g pioneering mamner Zor <the last six years. It is

equally trme thet the service maintsined by the Owens




Valley Trensportaticn Company iz just emexging from the
privations of ploneering and is esteblishirg itself effi-
cioptly in its field a2nd covering meny of the points appli-
cant secks Lo sorve fror Bakere?iold. Reduced to the basis
of the application, applicont has no+ shown that there is
either pagsenger or oxpross destined from Bakersfield to
any o2 tho poinxs’éélectea by it or the reverse that can~
not now adequately bo haomdled by stago oF rail and witkin
2 reasonadble time. In addition protestant Southern Paci-
f£i¢ Railway rates are 3lightly under <he raies 0f appli-
cant for Owens Valley points, particulsxrly season round-
trip tickets. A11 things considered, the applicent has
f£ailed to show a public necessity for tho sexrvice proposed
and for this reason his application shzould be dexnlede '
We, therefore, find as a fact fxom the ;gcord
pemein thet public cornvenlence and recessity do not ro-

gquire the service proposed by applicant hereine

—

_ORDEF

Kern County Transportation Company, & COXPOY-
etion, having made application to the Reilroad Commission
for a cortificate of public convenionce and mecessity o
oatablish service Zfor the transportation 0 passongers and
packages betweon Sokersfield szd Democrat Eot Syrings, Bod-
£ish, Isabells, Weldenm, Onyx, Freoman, Ixzdlan Wells, Little
Leke, Helweo, Olanche, Cottonwood, Tone Dine, Independence,
?ish Springs, Big Pize, and S1ghop, & public hearing baving
veor. held, the matter having been daly. submitted and xow

being ready Lor decislion,




TEZ RAIIROAD COMMISBSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORKNIA

ZIRERY DECIARES that pubdlic necessity and converience &o
1ot require the sexvice epnlied for nerein annd that the

application be ond the same heredby is denilede

ted at San Francisco, Californis this ‘2~Z ZEZ

day of 1924.
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