Docision No. 13970

PEE RAILROAD COLIISSIOCN OF

E. V. Xenp, et al.,
' Complainant,

ve.

W, E. Willer,
Defendant.

et e S -

Zeitnr C. Zversole, Lor Complainant

Uonmon & liermon, by Chas.il.liennoxr, for Delendants

BY TEE COLIIISSION:

*r
-’
— o T o

+his cose, waich staotes threo grownds

of action, was X ‘ 24,1924 by E.W.Xemp snd 25 other inter-
ested pariies.

e Gefendent operates & stage line between Thich and
Upper Lake for & distexmce of 28 nmiles, sexving Blue Ialzes,
Camp Inis, IZourel Dell, Soratoga. Witter Springs; Upper Ioke an
tre intermediate voints. oud has beexn in the stage axnd mail carry-
ing businecs for soxme 3J Fears. in early doys conducting the

Servico with rorco-dravm vericles ond srodually ckhanging to motor

conveyances until ot the presont time the ontire sorvice ig rendered




by automobilos.  The ocuipment consists of zome ten machines,
carriod in the Annuel Report of 1927 at o valuation of VS 000.,
altrougn thc tostimony of the ovmer of thne line was to the offect

that the vericles originally cost some $20,000.
wa¢ whi§v EOWDE 9 0ompIoint 15 thel the Dadsenser

.
faron botwoen Ukisk and Upper Ialko and way stationz aro oxorbitant,
Al

wressonable and in exceszs of the value of *the zorvice rerdered:

ol
the second that baggage 1z 20t properly handled znd no checks ilssued;

the tzird that no depot foeillities are provided at Uklzh.

-

The answor was filed lliay 14.,1924. Witk roferenco to
the fores it elleges thery cre reasoncvle; denies thnat the stage
lino has not ostablished z proper system Jor norndling baggage, and
denies thct nacsongers are xnot accorded a saticfactory waiting room
at Ukxzieh.

A rearirs in thiz ootter wor held in the c¢ity Qf Ukiah
or tugust 5, before Zxaminer Geery, axn &3¢ having been duly

submitted ic now ready for aon opinion and oxder.

The ¢omplainents., through o number of witnesses, testified
tnot there are some trhirty or foxty fLorme 1ocated‘along tze Stage
route, 2lso o number of resorts. It was chowxn, however, thatv in
practically cvery situation the forzers ovmed sutomobiles and meke
use of the Stezge line ot very infreguont intervals. It was fronkly
admitted thot where the former or his family could arrange for
trangyortation in cutomobiles of their owa or through the courtesy
of othors., they do not use the Stage. Tostimony was further to tae
offoct tact in most instances two or more passengors making the trip
£0 Ukigsh could travel more cheanly in the privately owned machines,
and the contontion oFf most of the witnesses was that 1L the fares

wore moterially reduced +they would cometimes find




ge to employ tho Stege Ilinme.
Tre tectimony oL the resort owners was thaet »mracticall
&1l of their vatroncge arrived in privately owned c¢onveyances azud
a veory small vercentage used the common carrier Stage Iires. Cne
steted ko void no attextion to arxrivals by Stage, thsnt

generally £11led to capacity oy the patronc coming

fore is $2.75 one way from

Ukich to all of the noints Blue Ialkes to Upper ILoke, the
distaonce from Ukiak to Blue Lakes being 19 miles ond to Upper lLake
28 milos, thus ereating o blenketed rate over the entire 9 miles.
In 2dditior to the one way fere there is a $5.00 rowad trip
ticket sold. There arc 2lso feres graded a3 to milozge to cover
the skort naul betweeon intermediate points.

A2 heretofore ctated, the nromrietor of tkis line heas
performed the service for some thirty years, during most of that

-

time and xt present having the meil conmtract.

Complainonts called sttention to the fact that the
cherge for the rownd trip of $5.00, involving e heul of 56 miles,
is grecter than the cazrge secossed by tre Northwestern Pacifie
Railrood ve » $4.60, waore the round trip from San Francisco
o Ukich in s o naul of 228 miles. The $4.60 referred to,
however, » published round trip fore botween San Francisco
and Ukieh, but is the proportion sceruing to the rail carrier out
of o through round trip rote from San Francisco o Upper Leke of
19.35, the divisions being $4.60 to the reil carrier and S4.75 0

tre Stoge line; in otker words, botk ¢ i Skrink their normal

farec in order to create a rale &t tae traveling

nublic. This practice is common among 2ll carriers vhroughout




-

tho United States oand ic intended
which would not be sSccured wore thc Stondard rates ass

comperison. trerofore, L1t of but Little valume in an ad justmont of
tals kzind.

"~

The snavel renorts £1ilod by tho defondant for the years
1921, 1922 ond 19283 f2il to show 2 recsoncble roturn upon the
equipment necossary to render a complete cond satislfactory sSorvico.
Tho aversze yearly receipvts for the transpoxrtation of the U.S.mail
are $8200.00, : it i ant from ¢ ports and the testinony

- -

of the dofordent that the line could not continue in oporation

without the meil comtrect. Defendant employs no regular drivers
and the exvense for lebor is revresented by vhe one employee WO
a33ists in handling the troffic at Ukieck at $50.00 mer month. Tke
automobile stages are driven either by W.E.IEllor or by nis wife

ond the reports indicete thet the operstions are conducted o8

cconomically as pocsidle.

-

Tkigh on the going trip, this condivion
arrangexont Waeredy postengers are taken

notel where thoy moy wromain for the forty minutes between

train crrives and the zour the Stoge departs.

ot bagzage. it wos chown thot the
same ic taken caro O menner usuclly employed by Stage
compenies througkout > State 0f Celiforniz, waickh is to place
it on tho Stage wit:z pasengers, to be claimed a2t dostination
points and while in come igolated caces boggage nas been delayed
1% would cpreer trat every offort is made tTO periorm a pProper

service.




The Stage leaves Ukizh ebout 1 p.m. oxud leaves Uppor
Leke, on the roturn trip. ot 8:30 tho following morning: it is
thoroforec necossary o malntaln accomodations at tho two ends of
the line.  With the oxception of the summer months the travel
is very meager. many of the trivs being operatved without o single
pqcseﬁéor. Tho defozdant opnosed any reduction in trhe »resont
Tores, taking. tho vosition vhat lower fLarez would not avtract
cdditional business, but would only reosult in furtror reductions

”

o0f neceded gross revenue.

The reports show that the total rumber of possengers
arried in the year 1923 were lecs thsn in the year 1921 =nd that
for the year 1924 to dote the showing 1g woxse then for the year
1922. Thic situation ig ztiridutable to tho Zfoct that the sSummer
rosorts., travel to which was formerly the prinecipal source of
reenme., are now securing nractically «ll of thelr vocstion porties
in connoection with nrivately ovmoed cutomobiles.

iftor siving considerstion to all of the tostimony ond
the roports, we cro of the opinlon and find that the pussenger
fores,under the conditions existing in ¥ particular terriZory

are not excocsive axd unreasonadle; also thet tho allegations of

the complainents with reforence to impronor handling of baggage

and failure to give nromer cccomodations at Tkiokh to outgoling
pogsongers. aave not been sustained.

The éomploint will be dismissed.

Taic case voing ot fceme upon complaint ond
A}

nd acving been duly keard ond cubmitted by




Tull investigetion ol the mattors and taings involved having
beon had, and the Commiszion neving, or the date horeof, mode
end filed = report containing ite Lfindings of foet and con-

clusione thercon, walch said report is heredy roferred to oxnd

mede & part nereol:

IT IS ORDERED, thet tke complaint in this proceeding

Dated at Szn Francisce. California, this

dey of fLugust, 1924.

Lt
Commiccioners. C:;*‘"’




