Docision No. /oS

BEFORL TH.o RAILIQOAD COMMISSION OX Thix STAT: OF CALIFORNIA

In the mattoer of the np”iCﬂtion of

tine CITY OF SQUTE SAN IMANCISCO forx Srplicetion Ko. 10110.
a grade croscirg at Orange Avonue

and Third Street in said City.
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J. F. Davig, City Attorney, for scyplicant.

J. W. Mlelke, for Southerrn Pacific Comnany.

Wme . ADDOTY sud X. W. Cannon, »y L.
Cannon, for lar:zet Street Rallvsy Company.

PIL.AEEY, COMKISSIONIR:
PINIQX

Ir this epplicastion the City of Soutk Sexn Frencisco re-
quosts pormiscsion to construct & now gtreot at grade scrosz Two
tracks belonging to Southern Pacific Company snd 2lso ot grade sCross
. doublo track linme of llerkst Street Raillway Companye.

A pwolic hearing wes held on thiz application ot South

San Froacisco, Asugust &, 1€ 2.

The proposed grade crossings involved in this proceeding
orc located on a street walch the ¢lty plans T0 open order to
corncot Third Stroet and Orange Avonuo 1n City of South sSan Francisco.
iz proposed street croszes ot crodo larkzet Stroet Rueilway COmpapy's
double treck San liateo line, Soutnern Pacific Company's Baden 3ranch
ard Southern Pecizic Company's Valenclsa Streot Branch. The iarxet
Stroet Reilway Comrnany's vight=0f-vey and thct of Southcrn Pacific
Company's Valcncizo ftreetl 3ranch are adimcent, tho lstter belng on
the oaztorly cide. DTho trect of 1ond traversed by the proposed road
vetween tae two orauncnes of Southern Pacizdie Company involved herecin

iz low ground which lg sanetincs overflowed during the xamny seagon,
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88 1t ic the natural outlet for & rathor large water-shed To e
northwost. At the mocont this ares i overgrown with a denze
growth of willowe. The evidence chows there is o tontative'plan to
reclaim thiz troet by conctructing o drainage channol to conline
the surface woter in o definite chanmel and Lilling the low ground.
The Assictant City Bngineer testified that the propozed roed, in
sddition to being used as & alghwey, would act at & levee 1o crecx
tme flow of the surface vater and csuse the Sediment To deposit
on the upper cide. Tho rrimary odjeet of tre propocold stieot, how-
ever, iz to offer o more or lLesy direet route betweexn tace Pusiness
center of Souith wan Francisco znd o suddivision of the City lmown
e Los Cerritoé.

The Loc Corritos suodivicion i:c sometimes designeted as
Saden. It LS locatoa vetween the Stato highwey and the right=-oi-way
o1 iarket Streot Railway, the highwey delng on the westerly vound~
ary of the suobdivicion. A4t present there are some FLiftecen oulldings
in +he Tos Cerritos subdivicion, the greater poxrtion 02 waich axe
small dwellings.

Tehicular traffic boiweor the Loz Cerritos traety and the
buziness centor of Soutkh Scz Frencisco now travels northerly on
tho State Zighway to 3aden Station, thence northerly oz ission Read,

crossing all the trocke involved aereln st grade, to Ok Avoxue,

Lehton Avenue or Grand Avenue, thence in on easterly direction to tke

buciness conter of Soutkh Sun aronciseo. Ac Osk Avenue sad Ashton
Avenue sre not now improved, vehicular tra £ic cannot nasg Over
eithor Guring the wet sesson snd 1S trevefore reouired to travel
northerly to Grand Avexue, which moterial 17 increeses tic dittance
tpe traffic iz required to trovel in coing vetween Loc Cerritos =nd
<he buciness center of Soutk Sex Trancisco. Another course delweon
thece two points Zor vehiculu tmaPfic would be by way of San 3runo,
a route, nowever, which ig wvery indirecte Chestnut Avenue, which

is now only passsble Lfor light veanicles during Gry wosther, if im-




proved betwoon Craond Avenuce eanu liscion Roud, would metoerislly

zhorten the distunce vetween the Los Cerritos tract and the dusiness
aigtrict of outa Imn Francisco, &8 commered to any of the other
courses now sveiladle. Thae mups submitted in evidence show the con-
parative distance between Los Cerritos and the dusiness center of

soutn San Francisco to vte epproximately as follows:

LG

By way of proposed osd . . . . < . . o « Le56 miles;

3y way of Cheetnut averue « o « o o o o o Leo75 milesg;

3y way 0L CoZ AVCAUE o o « + o o « o » o 1le86 miles;

Sy way of AShton Avenle « o o o = = « o « 198 niles;

3y way of Grand AVEARE. - o o o » o o o » 2.18 niles; and

By wuy 0L 581 STUBO0. o o = o = « = + « o $.82 miles.

3oth larxet Strect Rweilwey Compeny endé Southern Pacific
Company appoured to oppose the gruuting of this upplicetion on the
ground that public coavenlexnce &nd nccessity does not Jjustify tne
seme. larket Street Railway Company introduced evidence to snow that
there is & favorable location for axn overgrade crossing over 1ts
tracks and the Valencis Branch of the Southern Pucific, 2t a point
approximately 1000 feet southerly Zrom the point of crossing »ropos-
ed hereoin, where the larzet Strect Railwsy Compasny's trecks pass
tarough & cut. 4 highway at this locstion would divide in o more nearly
equal manner the rather large srea adove relerred to as located be-
tween the two branches of the Southern 2ecific, which is not mow trav-
ersed by & highway, thar doec the road proposed herein. |

The suid Sen lfateo lire of the Larxet Street Railway is
an importent interurban eclectric line with & ten minute service in
euch directlon, waich is eguivelent to & train movement in tae vicini-
ty of the proposed crossing every five minutes. Due to the fect that
these casrs ere overaicd at high retes oL speed and the view to the
southesst is impaired by ricing grownd, the proposed crosszing if con-
structed would creste & pudblic hszard of coxrzlderable megnitude.

Soutzern Pacific Company's Velencia Zranch was, previous

%0 the coanstruction of the so-called Zay Shore Cutoff, their mein

ine into San Francisco from the south. At the present time,




nowover, the trein movermant over the Valonciz EBranch in the vicin-

Ity of the propoced croszing is ot heavy, there norally deing

two mosengey snd eight freight troine operated over this track

b
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deily cxcent Zunday. Tact portvion of the Southern Pacific’s Balexn
in tho vicinity of the proposed croseing is a0t in operation
the present time. VWeile the construction of the propoged ¢ross-
inge over Iouthern Pacific Comrany's tracks would not, uwndex tkhe
resent conditions, ereste & nublic hegzerd of nzusual megritude
deration must be given to the fuct that tae
Railroad Company hes the right to nodify the amount of treffic over
its lines a2t any time S0 st to mret future cordltions.
Rrom %he evidence at zand, it appesrs thet there ig
not ot thiz time o pubdlic necessity of sufficiont magnitude to
warrant the granting of this 2 : Waen the time arrives
trhet puslic convenicnce snd nccesei ify & crosgging in thls
vicinity, it should be constructed overhead at the neardy cut. The
improfement° policant for the low ground traversed

o7 the rood proposed nercim, in the way of constructirg s city narxk

on & portion 0f it exd oreanizing & reclemedtion district o con-

fine tho suxeface water to omc chanpel and filling the low grownd,

o

are merely cugrested plans which have not +oien Tinnl Torm; there-
fore vublic interest reouires thet the grenting of a grade croscing
over the ol lroed trecks involved should be withheld wntil there

ig a real nublic necessity for the Samo. It would appear ?hat
Crestnut Avenue, if improwed, would offer a route betweon Los Cor=
ritos snd the business center of South Sem Francisco, waich woull
vo but very little longer than by way of +tne road iavolving the
croscings oroposed hereir.

The Following form o Oxder is r ccommended:

ronciceo heving spvplicd to The




rmizsion to construct an unnamed street con-

t and Third Street at grade seross llarizel

Strect Reilway Comneny's co-called "San Liateo Line", Southern
Pacific Comneny's "Valencis Street Arench’ end Soutacrn Pacific

Company's "2aden Irenen™, in the City of Soutn San Francisco,
County oZ Scn lieteo, State of Colifoynia, & DuUolic hesring nov-

s

ing been neld, tzc Commisesion deing aypriscd of the facte, the
nder cubmicsion end ready for decicion,
Y QIDER.D T +ne acove entitled appli-
cation bo cnd it 1T hereby denicl.
ae Toregoing Opinion amd Order are heredy anproved
and ordercd filed as the Oninion and'Order of the Railioad Com=
miceion of the tate of Celifornis.
DATLD et San Franclsco, Californie, this [Qm
day of Auguct, 1924.
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