
Docieion ~~o_ /yo~ , 

BEPO~ T1i~ R.b.ILI::0!J) C01l!ISSIOn OJ!' Th.i~ STAT::; OF CALIPO?l:!i1, 

In the o.o.ttor of the c}?p11cll tion of 
tllC CITY OF SOOTH ~U~ 1':.~~CI::3CO for 
a grade crossing at Or~neo Avonue 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) and Third Streot in enid City_ 

----------------------------) 

.6...l'Plicc.tion :~o_ lOllO. 

~u6~~~~lAl 
J. F. Da~ic, City Attornoy. for cp.plic~nt. 
J. W. 1!ielke, for Southem ?~ci:fic C01:lPSl:JY. 
W'!:l. :'.:. Abbott 'e.na. :K. W. Cannon, by Z. w. 

Cannon. for :,iar:::et Stroot RQ.ilmy Cor:l'pa.ny_ 

OJ?I!;ION -------
In thiS application the City ot South Sen Francieco ro-

quoztc parmi zzion to conctruct a. n~w etreot o.t grode acrozz 't';'ro 

t:n;.cl::s 'belong~ng to Southern Pacifie Company and. 0.1:::0 s·t grad.e across 

t .. dot:.blo tro.ck line of ::erl:::t Stroet Rnil'!:a:r Com:p3J:lY· 

A pu·olic heating '.'Ie.::: > .. ~ld on this c.~plication e.t So'C.th 

The :9:ropo:::eo. grade crossings involved in tide l'rocecclil'lg 

o.rc locatoCi. on a street \-hlich the citV' nJ.aus to o"Oen in ord.el' to v ~ • 

conncot Thir~ Ztroot and OranGe Ayonu~ in City o~ ~o~th san FI~nc1~cO. 

<iouble tract: S$n :,~'Zl.too line, Southern J?acific Compan:t"T Z ,Scd-en .Branch 

c,l:.Cl. Southern ?uci:::ic Company' e Vo.lcncic. z.treot Branch. The l.:s.r:kot 

Company'::: VD.lcncic. :::trcet 3re.ncl1 0.1'0 $.c:.jaccnt, tho latter boing on 

tho oastorly zi~c. ~ho tract of l~n~ travcrco~ ~y t~e propose& road 

is low ground. which i::: S CJ:1cti:lce O'7cl":f'lowed. d.uring the ra.iny season. 
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us 1 t :1Z the nut'lll'o.l outlet for D. rsthor lo:rge wo.ter-::hod to tl:e 

northwost. At the r.:r: ,:;sont this ~.rca is overgrown v.'ith a denze 

growth of.willor£. Tho evide~co ~hows thore is ~ tentative plan to 

reclo.1m thi::: trc.ct 'by oonstructing 0. d:raino.go ohannol to confine 

the zu:r!s.ce water 1r. a e.cfi1~ite cha."l:lel a.."ld. :fil1i:::lg the 10 .... 1 gro'Olld.. 

The Aceict~t City Engineer tostified that tbe proposod roed, in 

add.i t ion to be ing used as So :'lig:O::re.y, "::0-::..10. act o.s So 1 avec to c cock 

the flow of the surfaoe vater o..."'lCi. ce.u.so tr..c zcdi!:lent to deposit 

on. the upper sido. TJ10 pl':;':mry uojcot of the proposod otleot. hOw-

ever, iz to offer u ~or c or lcs;;:; Ci.ircct rc·utc between the business 

oenter of South ~an ?r&1cisCo and 0. ~uodivlsion. of the City kno~~ 

cs Loe Cerritos. 

Tho Los Ccr~itoe subdivision i~ somcti~es doSignated as 

Boci.en. It i::. loca.too. between the St~to highway a.nd tho right-of-way 

Ol :.:srket Stroot ~ailv.'s.y, the high"vo.y ~eir..g on wezterly cound-

ary of the zuodivi~ion. At prc$ont there era so~e fifteen ouildinge 

in tho ~oe Cerr1toe suc~ivieion, the g:re~ter portion of w~ich are 

e~ll dwellings. 
Vehicular tr:J.ffic betwoen the Los Ccrri toe tract and the 

business contor of South S~ FranciSCO no~ travels northerly on 

tho state E;ighws.y to 3D.d.on Sta.tion, thence northcr~y 0::. :::5. seion :Road, 

cro ssi!lg $oll the t::rc.cks involvo,," herein :::.t gl':3.de. to Oal: Avonue. 

Ashton Avenue or Grand Lvenue, t~once in ~ easterly direction to the 

business centcr 0:: SO"J.tr. &!on :s'rc.ncisco. As Oe.k Avenuo and. Ashton 

Avenue sre not no~ ~provod, vehicular t::r~ffic cannot ~$SS over 

either during tne wet seaSon an~ is ~herefore ~e~uircd to travel 

northerly to Grand. Avenue, whioh ~teriolly increases the di:;:to.nce 

traffiC is re~uirca to trr-vol in going between ~oz Cerritos ~nd. 

the business center o~ South Sen Pran.cieco. Another cou=se between 

these t\,IO pOi.."lts ~or vchicul:;.r tra.ffic would ce by way of ~an 3:"WlO, 
So route. hO\,ic7er, ·,':hl.ch is very inc:..irect. Chestnut Avenue, which 

is now on~y pa.ssaole for light vehicles c.ur:i..ns a.ry 'Q"oathcr, i1' il:l-
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provod botv.'oon Grund i-I.v<:Il.UC Con ... :.ris::;ion P.ot::.d, Vloul<i metorilllly 

:.::horten the clictuncc betwoon tho Los Gerritos tract and the bu.siness 
o.istrict of Sout~ S::.n :?ra..nci::;co, o.s cOID:!.'e.rec. to any of tho oth.er 

courses now uvailaole. The ~~pz sub~itted in evidence show the co~-

parc.tive Qistance between Los Cerritos and the business center of 

~outh San Prsncisco to oe e.pproxi~t~ly as follows: 
:Ely way 0::: proposed ro~d · · · · .. .. 1.56 I:li1es; 
:By way of Cht;:etnut .D.vcnue · · · • · .. 1.75 ::nile s; 
3y way ()f O~: AvcnU0 .. · · . • · · .. · • 1.86 tl.iles; 
3y v~~y of Aanto~ Avenue · • .. · · · .. • .. 1.98 ::li1e s; 
3y wuy of :..;.ranc. AVdnuc. · • . · .. · • 2.18 miles; and 
By WUY of .;;ian Bruno. .. .. · · · · • ~.82 miles." 

30th :.:o.rJ:et Streot ?::!ilwc.y :;ompo.~- anc.i. Southern Pacific 

Co~pany appoared to oppose the granting ot this ~pplicatioll on the 

ground that public convenience an~ necessity does not justify the 

same. Market ~treet ?a.ilway Company introduced evid.ence to MOW tha.t 

tnere is a favorable location for an overgrade crossing over its 

tracks and the Vale~cia Brsnch of the Southern ?~cific, at a point 

approximately 1000 feet southerly iro:n the point of crossil1g ~ropos-

eo.. herein, where the :'~arl:e"t Stre,::t ?,a.ilway Company's tre.cks pass 

through a cut. A highwa.y at '.:his location WOU.l.ci d.ivid.e in So more nearly 

e~ual manner the rather large area aoove referre~ to as located be-

tween the t'.·:o brtlllches of the ~out1::.er~ :?acific, which is not now tre.v-

creed by a highway, than ~oes the road proposed herein. 

The s~id San 1:s. teo line of tho L:a.rket Street Railv:o.y is 

an iI:lpo:rt~t inte:ru.roan olectric line ",;i th a ten minute service in 

each ~irect1on, which is equiv~lent to So train movement in the vicini-

ty of the proposed crossing every five ~inutes. ~~e to the fact that 

these cars are operated at high rateS of speed and. the view to the 

soutb.ea~t i3 i~aire~ by rising gro~~, the proposed crossing if con-

structed woul~ create a publ~c hazard oi considerable magnitude. 

Southern Pacific Comp~y's Valoncia 3ranch. was, previous 

to the construction of the so-called 3ay Shore Cutoff, their msin 

line into San ~rancisco fro~ the so~th. ~t the present time, 
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howoycr, tho trs.i.r.. ::lo~e~ont over tho Valcnci::. Er~nc:c. in the vicin-

it y of the propo::;c~ cl"oz:;;i~g is not l:c~V'J. there no~ lly being 

ci.eily c;:.:ce,t Zundn.y. Ti'..ct portion of tl:c Sou.tilcrn Pacifie'z 3s.e..en 

3rancr.. in tho vici::ity o! ~he Pl"o:;Josoc:. e:::oszing is :10t in opel"ation 

st the prcsent ti:!e. ·\T.c.ilc tt.!.c conztruetion of the p:,opozed erosz-

:pl'csent conditions, croe:te a. ~ublie IJ.czard. 0: unusu.:3.1 r:legllituo.e 

.-:t this ti=.e, clue cOl1siC:eration ;:rc.st be given to the :net that the 

R~ilroa.d. Co~:ps~ has tee right to ~odify the a~ount of tl"e!fic over 

its li:los a.t any :;ioo so as to ::JI:l'ot f1ltul·e conditions. 

Pro~ the evidence at ~nd., it a~~c~l"s that there is 

not ~t this time So public necessity of zufficient ~gnituae to 

warrant the granting 0'£ this o.l'plicc.tion. ',"non the ti:le arriveS 

t'b.at pu'v lic convenicIlce &no. nscessi ty justify eo c=ossing in. this 

vicinity, it should. be cor..str't;.ctcd. overhea.d. at tho necrby cut. Th.e 

by the roo(j. pr oposee. herein, in ~:r4e way of c on st:n;;.ct1I!g So city ,urk 

on & pOTtion of it c.!lG. organizing s. !e~l8mation c.is"t:cict to CO::1-

f~e tho eur~aco w~~e~ to o~e chancel and tilling the low ground, 

o.re mere~¥ su.ggestcd. plans Vlhic h have not tc.~cn :Cine.: f'or::::J.; t ~crc-

iore public interest r~~uixes that the granting of a grae.e c~os:ing 

over the ~oilroa~ tracks involved zho~l~ be 7dtbhel~ until there 
is c. rco.l :!.)ubli c nr.)coss:i. ty for the ~$.::t:.C. It would. c.ppes:r th.o:t 

Chestnut ,b,ven't4e, if i!:l"oro'Vee.., woula. o!fer a route betweon Los Cor-

'I'itoz s.r.:.a. the "ousiness celltor o~ SO\lth SSIl ~ral1ciscO, which wo ..... le. 

00 but vcry littlr.) longer tlltm oy way of the :ro::J.d involv:L."lg tho 

croszings proposed herein. 
The follo~~ng torm of Oraor is rcco~enaed: 

OP.!)ZR 
---~--

The City of South S~ ~ro.nciseo heving applied. to the 
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Co~izsion for pe~ss10n to construct ~n ~m~ street con-

!looting Qr~ge Street and Thir~ Street at grade acro~s ~~0t 

St:reet Ro.ilwo.y Co::.,e.:nyt s :0-co.l100. "Sen 1:a.teo Lbo'f. Southcm 

J?o.ci fie COIl'9a.nyJ e TfVe.lcncia Street Brancn." snd. Southern J?o.cific 

Co:np!XO.y's "Bad.en 3re.l'lch", in tile City of Souta San :s'rsncisco, 

CO'U.llty of Sen :,:e..teo, et~te o! CuJ.i:fornia, 2. ?u,"olic hearing ho.v-

ing been hold, t~c Co~~izsion being a,prlscd of the facts, the 

=atter bcing under ~~b~izs1on end rC3dy for decision, 
IT IS =I.z.t.3"t O;''l)i:3.2 t!1s.t the a"cove cnt:i. tl ed app11-

cation be and. it is l:creby denied. 
The foregoing Opinion and Order are here':):.." fl:9provcd 

and. ord.ered. fil,:,}d as the Opinion and OrCi.el' of the RailJ:oad. Co::=.-

~iseion of the ~tate of Califo=ni~. 
DJ....T~ a.t Se.r. FranciSCO, Cali:t:ornie., this IO-rt:. .... 

~y of ~ug~ct, 1924. 
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